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NOMINATION FORM
for the
NATIONAL REGISTER OF

HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

C OMMON:

house

AND/OR HISTORIC:

RV IE SRR

STREET ANC NUMBER:

212 Decatur Street

CiTY OR TOWN:

Cumberland
STATE COUNTY:
Maryland Allegany
E’é‘ 'CL*SS’HCA’VQFF T :: R o v:» G S i
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
w STATUS
(Check One) OWNERSHIP v TO THE PUBLIC
] District (R Building {J Public Public Acquisition: Occupied Yes:
] Site [J Structure (K] Privete O In Process ] Unoccupied O Restricted
[J Object [J Both [ Being Considered [] Preservation work O Unrestricted
in progress No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

1 Agricultural {3 Government [ Pork [ Transportation [0 Comments
(] Commercial [J Industrial Private Residence (] Other (Specity)

{] Educational ] Military ] Religious apartments

[CJ Entertainment (] Museum O Scientific

4. QWNER OF PROPERTY

SWNER'S N AME:

Carey S. Selby

STREET AND NUMBER:

¢/o First Federal Bank

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

Cumberland

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Allegany County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

30 Washington Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Cumberland

N EXISTING SURVE

TITLE OF SURVEY:

DATE OF SURVEY: [J Federal [ Stote [J County {J Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

PS =709
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7. BESCRIPTION

(Check One)
] Excellent [X Good [ Fair [ Deteriorated ] Ruins (O ‘Unexposed

CONDITION

(Check One) (Check One)
Altered ] Uncltered ] Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 4 4D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located at 212 Decatur Street, the house stands on the westerly
side of the street in the block formed by Fulton and Charles Streets
on the northern side of Primrose Alley in Cumberland, Allegany County.

The house is an Italinate style masonry structure, two stories
high with a tower, with brick walls and a stone foundation. The
building is assymetrical in form and consists primarily of two
rectangular blocks with the gable ends facing Decatur Street (the
block on the southerly side extends further east than the other)
connected by a central shaft three stories high with a hip roof. There
is a one story frame porch at the main entrance, an arched doorway
with one door, in the base of the central shaft. The principal
windows of the structure are large and rectangular in shape with double-
hung wooden sashes with one-over-one lights. ZEach window is surrounded
by a broad molding. The windows of the third floor of the tower are
arched with casement windows with stationary pieces in the arch. The
overhang of the roofs are decorated with brachets. The bricks of
the exterior walls are covered by several coats of paint and appear
to be laid in Common bond. (7 stretchers/l header)

The building appears to be structurally sound. The interior was
cut into apartments in recent years.

338§

SNOIL1O2NY¥l1SNI



INSTKkUCTIONS

SEE

AiL-TL K-007

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

{7J Pre-Columbian [3 16th Century [ 18th Century {3 20th Century
[ 15th Century [3J 17th Century X 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE!(S) (If Applicable and Known) mid 19th
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal [ Education ] Political {3 Urben Planning
] Prehistoric [ Engineering [J Religion/Phi- {3 Other (Specity)
T Historic 3 !ndustey losophy
[ Agricultyre 1 Invention [] Science
Architecture [J Landscape [ Sculpture
0O An Architecture [ Social/Human-
) Commerce O Literoture itarian
O Communications O Military [0 Theaoter
) Conservation O Music (] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The house at 212 Decatur Street is representative of the
domestic architecture of the Italinate style of the mid-late
nineteenth century in Cumberland, Allegany County. The notable
features of the style that are apparent in the design of this house
are: a square tower, assymetrically arranged block-like shapes forming
the structure, smooth exterior walls with little decoration, and
low pitch roofs.

Although the exact date of construction is not known, the
stylistic features indicate that the house was probably erected
in the mid nineteenth century. The property was purchased by
Josiah H. Gordon in 1852 and retained by him until 1872 when it was
sold to Alexander McDonald. McDonald retained the property until
1881. The house was probably built for either Gordon or McDonald.

Josiah H. Gordon, who was connected with the C & O Canal, had
a house erected on Washington Street about 1867. The Washington
Street house is now the headquarters of the Allegany County Historical
Society and may have been the second Gordon house. In 1852, when
Gordon purchased the Decatur Street property, Decatur Street was a
middle-upper class residential street while the more fashionable
Washington Street of a later period was still primarily open land.

From 1940 to 1961, the house was purchased by the Sacred Heart
Hospital of the Sisters of Charity and was used, for at least part
of the time, as a residence hall for student nurses.

(see chain of title on continuation sheet)
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R BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES - =

Allegany County Land Records, Courthouse, Cumberland, MD.

(0. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINAYTES )

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY |0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
GORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE : LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW [ , - ° . - o ’ - ° B »
NE ° ' - ° ' -
SE o y " ° ’ »
SW 0 . . o , »

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

‘Acreage Justification:

The property measures approximately 50' x 126'.

{
|
|
i

[11. FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

Ronald L. Andrews, Historic Site Survey

ORGANI{ZATION DATE

Tri-County Council For Western Maryland, Inc. 11[1/7h

STREET AND NUMBER:

Algonquin Motor Inn, Suite 510

CITY OR TOWN: STATE
Cumberland Maryland
'”]State Liaison Officer Review: (0Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
National [ State [ Local (O]

Signature
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Chain of Title

Book 340, p. 501 18 October 1961

grantor: the Sacred Heart Hospital of the Sisters of Charity, Inc.

grantee: Carey S. Selby and his wife Rose Marie

SW side of Decatur Street, NW side of Primrose Alley, and NE side of Cherry Alley.

Book 188, p. 18 27 June 1940
grantor: Edward F. Mullan, et ux.
grantee: The Allegany Hospital of the Sisters of Charity.

Book 121, p. 203 3 March 1917
grantor: Clarence Spitznas and his wife Bertie
grantee: Charles E. Mullan and his wife Norah A.

Book 108, p. 170 27 May 1911
grantor: Cephas H. Gloss and wife Mary B.
grantee: Clarence Spitznas

Book 97, p. 368 27 June 1905
grantor: Charles E. Metz and wife Maggie V.
grantee: Cephas H. Gloss

Book 85, p. 359 18 April 1899
grantor: Edward H. Welsch and wife Ellen S.
grantee: Charles E. Metz

Book 8L, p. LL7 1 December 1898
grantor: Maria Kephart et ux
grantee: Edward H. Welsch

Book 55, p. 581 10 August 1881
grantor: Alexander McDonald and wife Mary L.
grantee: George R. Kephart

Book 35, p. 255 27 January 1872
grantor: Josiah H. Gordon and wife Kate E.
grantee: Alexander McDonald

Book 10, p. 682 18 August 1853
grantor: Lemuel W. Gosswell
grantee: Josiah H. Gordon
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EHSTONIC FRESERVATION CERTIVICATION
APPLICATION — PART 1

(Pursuant to the Tax Reform Act of 1876)

AL-IV-A-007

I~s ructions: Asplicant should read the instructions care’ully before compleung application. No Ceriifiz ation may be maZe unless a comy
sanreceved (P L §4=55) Usc iy pewriter or print cizarly indark ink 10comp ere the application form Madditional spaceis nesded10 corpicie Fa
.:’e orasecaraie plainshes’ o'; sper Clearly indicaling the owner's name and mail.ng aJd:ess. Part 1 0! this applization may be complelel o=d se 1710 :
ate S'ate H'storic Presenvation CMicer a' any lime Juning the s€3, and may be sen! sepz-alely or with Fart 2.

PART 1 EVALUATION OF SIGHIFICANCE
212 - 214 Decatun Street Cumbmﬁand Manyfand

1. NAME OF FROPERTY: —— o

Adoress of propeny Sireet - e

City County State ZpCole . _

Name of historic distnict in which property is located o

2. DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE:
(see instructions for map and pholograph requiements—use reverse side if necessary)

See next page attached.

3. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:
{use reverse side if necessary)

Was used for over 20 yeans as a nurses hoeme and

schoof of nurnsing, zthe formen AlLegany Hespital
now known as Sacred Hearnt Hospital.

'
Date of construction (if known) c l £00'A £ Ongmnal site C Moved Date o! alterations (if known)

4. NAME AND MAILING ADDRESS OF OWNER:

Amendico T. Valdes M.D.,P.A.
965 Braddock Road

Name

Street

Cny Cwbwand Sta'L__Ld_-{ 2w Cooel 1502 _
Telephone Number (during cay) Area Code 301-724-5515 on 777-757§&

| hereby attest that the wnfcrmation | have provided s 1o the best of my knowliedze correct and thal !l am owner of the propeny oescrided zbove

Signature — Date -

- .=
For otfice use only

»
The structure descrnibed above s inciuded within the bounoaries of the Nationa! Regster hislornic district and 3 contributes 7] ooes nol contribute to the cle aie
the disinict.

The structure O appears JJ does not appear 10 meet National Register Criiena for Evatuation (36 CFR 60 6; and O will lixely 3 will not be normnated 10 the Nat:cna!
Register in accord with the Depanment o! the interior procedures (36 CFR 60)

The structure is iocated in a c:stnct which 3 apoears = does not appear 1o meet Nationai Reg:ster Critena for Evaluation {36 CFR B0 6). 2 will limely D wiil ng* De nom,
natec 10 the Nanona' Register inaccorc with Depaniment of the intenior procec.res 138 CFR60) anc T appears 2 02es no! appear 1o contrnitute tothe charaz'e o' <a =
aistnct

Signature _ Date

Siate H:stonc Preservauon Otticer

Tris propery has been evaluated according to the cnitena and procedures se! torth by the Depanment 0! the Intenor (36 CFRE67)ang 1! subiectlo cepres a:or L ~oe-
section 167 c! the Interna’ Revenue Cooe of 1954
ture
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S:gnature —_—— - Cae
Keeper 0! the Naticnal Rejister
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Description: ALTZ- 4 -007

This zwe stony brick multi family apartment building being oniginally two single
family dweflings and Laten approximately 1935 connected into one Large structure 2o
accomodate the nurses home and school of nunsing fon the Allegany Hospital Located
on the opposite side of the stneet. Eventually the hospital changed their name

Lo Sacred Heant Hospital and the schoof of nursing closed approximately 1960.

The 212 buifding <4 an early Victondian Italianate style with a gfat noof. Built
appreximately early 1800's. The 214 building descnibed as an early Colonial
Revival with high gable.

Alterations: None external, see floon pfans fon indoor renovation.

Impreveonents: This propenty 48 improved by a two story brick mulii-family
apatment building containing ten nental units - eight two bedroom, and fwo one
bedroom apantments. This 44 olden Victornian style structune being ordiginafly

two single family dwellings. These werne Later combined and converted into a don-
mitony, or nesidence, forn the student nurses connected with a Catholic Hospital on
the opposide side of Decafun Street. The hospital was ultimately closed and the
nurses home was then converted to its present mulit-family use. Fourn of the apart-
ments anre Located on the geund §loon, five on the second §Loor, and there {8 one
studio type on the thind: §Loorn. Being two separate structures there are two main
entrances. Each building has its own basement, there ane concrete 4ront entrance
ponches and enclosed Zype frame rearn porch serving as a secondary §ine exit.

We ocwnens proceeded with a rnehabdilitation project for the property to include
sepatate gas fined hot water furnaces for each rental unit, nenewal o4 deterdiorated

window sash: instaflation of grid type drnop ceilings: panel or redrywall damaged

walls whene needed, neplace kifchen and bath fLoor covering with vinyl tile: . install
elLectric smoke detectons: install wall swifches fon Lights and exhaust fans in place
0§ pull chains: install new kitchen base and wall cabinets where needed (2 apart-
ments) carpet all apartments: install nanges and refgrigeratons in § apariments:
install fine excape forn thind fLocrn apariment which was non existant at the time ¢4
nenovation. 1t was a Large empty atilc on the 214 side. Install door and window
Locks and window cords, extensive indoon efectrical wornk. Included in the nchab-
ARitation 45 exterdion painting o4 entirne building [(internion and exterion walls).
Repain of gront porch and step and tepair of the wwcught inon radil fence enclosing
the gront count yarnd. Upon completion ¢f this nchabititaticn the building is 4in
good physical condition. Ccmplefe new roof jobs neplacing faulty existing ~00§ing
on beith structunes 212-214 wene alse dene.



IF NEEDED USE THIS SIDE T0 CCMPLETE ANSWFERC T DADT «

§ Decatun Stnreet.

Photo #1,

Front and side view of 212 building Located on the SW d4de o

ing Locaged

214 Buildin
ecatun Street.
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SW side of D

-

I

T —

ll'
v L‘ J-_( .

Fi —

X
.35 i >

AN
it 22



Comnen view of 212 building extending into Primrose Alfey.
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i | L <Y
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Medium-duty  mm—me—em  Unimproved dirt - .-~ - “00%
%
D U.S. Route O State Route 15

MARYLAND

CUMBERLAND, MD.-PA.-W.VA.

NE/4 FROSTBURG 15 QUADRANGLE

) N3937.5—W7845/7.5
1949

AMS 5263 (Il NE—SERIES VB33

QUADRANGLE LOCATION

house
212 Decatur Street 1
Cumberland, Allegany County
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