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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 
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COMMON: 

house 
ANDIOR HISTORIC: 

12. LOCA.Tt.:>N 
. 

~:·· > •. . ... ·· .... 
,', :• ' 

,' '' ,' ,', .• ',' ''' 

STREET ANC' NUMBER: 

212 Decatur Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Cumberland 
STATE l cou:~~egany Maryland 

13, CLASSJFICAT!Olif, . Y' : :.::•: ......... ····\{:. . .·····'</:•:.•:\'·•·• ::•·:::. 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

D District fil Building 0 Public Public Acquisition: BC Occupied Yes: 

D Site 0 Structure ~ Private 0 In Proceu 0 Unoccupied 0 Restricted 

0 Object 0 Bo»i 0 Being Considered 0 PreHrvotion work 0 Unrestricted 

in progress fia No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More ea Appropriate) 

0 Agr i cu ltura I D Government D Park D Transportation 0 Comment• 

0 Commercial 0 Industrial !XI Private Ruidence 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Educational 0 Military 0 Religious a:Qartments 
0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Scientific 

~ .. QwMei:r OF P~P£RTY '' . . :·> : .•• :.:.::>. '' ..... :· .•.•· . : .·· ... \ •::, :•• '' .. ..:.:.:::: .. ::.·•> 
OWNER'S NAME: 

Carey s. Selby 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

c/o First Federal Bank 
CITY OR TOWN: I STATE: I Cumberland M<>"Y'"lrl::inrl I 

IS, l.OCATIOH Of:· Lt'.GAt'DESCRIPTJON : ······:· ,.·t: ........ ·:,..· ' 
'.·•· ........ >•>. :• • .. .•.... ·.;·..:)~. 

COU'ITHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Alle.Q'8.Ilv Count:v Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

iO Washing-ton Street 
Cl TY OR TOWN: 

!STATE 

Cumberland Ma 'Y'lT land 
Title Reference of Curren+- n""""n <Book & Pa. . ) : ~J.n_c:o1 

l!~ ··~f!-JEH't~]IOf1 ti(EXISTlH4 $4RV~YS ..•.... .. 
. • ·• .. : . ·:•:· .. . 

.·.·• .···•·· / < ' .. < < < .i .. A , . TITL.E OF SURVEY: 

DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal D State 0 County 0 Local 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: rTATE: 

PS - 709 



[jj Good 
1--------

0 Excellent 0 Fair 
CONDITION 

(Check One) 

IXJ Altered 0 Uncltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE !"RESENT# <D ORIGINAL (If known) l"HYSICAL Al"l"EARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 ·Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved Qg Original Site 

Located at 212 Decatur Street, the house stands on the westerly 
side of the street in the block formed by Fulton and Charles Streets 
on the northern side of Primrose Alley in Cumberland, Allegany County. 

The house is an Italinate style masonry structure, two stories 
high with a tower, with brick walls and a stone foundation. The 
building is assymetrical in form and consists primarily of two 
rectangular blocks with the gable ends facing Decatur Street (the 
block on the southerly side extends further east than the other) 
connected by a central shaft three stories high with a hip roof. There 
is a one story frame porch at the main entrance, an arched doorway 
with one door, in the base of the central shaft. The principal 
windows of the structure are large and rectangular in shape with double­
hung wooden sashes with one-over-one lights. Each window is surrounded 
by a broad molding. The windows of the third floor of the tower are 
arched with casement windows with stationary pieces in the arch. The 
overhang of the roofs are decorated with brachets. The bricks of 
the exterior walls are covered by several coats of paint and appear 
to be laid in Common bond. (7 stretchers/l header) 

The building appears to be structurally sound. The interior was 
cut into ap~..rtments in recent years. 
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PERIOO (Checlr One or fllore ••Appropriate) 

O Pre-Columbian 0 16tll Century 

O 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC OATE(S) (lfAppllcable andKnown.) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlr One or More •• Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 lnventi on 

ell Architecture 0 Landscape 

0 Aft Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications O Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

D 
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 18th Century 

~ 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi-

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia I/Human-

itarian 

Theater 

Tron sportation 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

The house at 212 Decatur Street is representative of the 
domestic architecture of the Italinate style of the mid-late 
nineteenth century in Cumberland, Allegany County. The notable 
features of the style that are apparent in the design of this house 
are: a square tower, assymetrically arranged block-like shapes forming 
the structure, smooth exterior walls with little decoration, and 
low pitch roofs. 

Although the exact date of construction is not known, the 
stylistic features indicate that the house was probably erected 
in the mid nineteenth century. The property was purchased by 
Josiah H. Gordon in 18S2 and retained by him until 1872 when it was 
sold to Alexander McDonald. McDonald retained the property until 
1881. The house was probably built for either Gordon or McDonald. 

Josiah H. Gordon, who was connected with the C & 0 Canal, had 
a house erected on Washington Street about 1867. The Washington 
Street house is now the headquarters of the Allegany County Historical 
Society and may have been the second Gordon house. In 18S2, when 
Gordon purchased the Decatur Street property, Decatur Street was a 
middle-upper class residential street while the more fashionable 
Washington Street of a later period was still primarily open land. 

From 1940 to 1961, the house was purchased by the Sacred Heart 
Hospital of the Sisters of Charity and was used, for at least part 
of the time, as a residence hall for student nurses. 

(see chain of title on continuation sheet) 
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Allegany County Land Records, Courthouse, Cumberland, MD. 

no. GeoGRAPHtCAL DATA 
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES I LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES ·-

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POl':T OF A PROPERTV 

R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES --
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LO'IGI TUDE -

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 . 0 . 0 . 
NE 0 . 0 . 

I SE 0 . 0 . 
SW 9 . 0 . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

Acreage Justification: 

i 
i 

The property measures approximately 50' x 126 1 • 

I 

I 

I 
I 

NAME ANO TITLE: 

Ronald L. Andrews Historic Site Surve 

Degrees Minutes 

0 

ORGANIZATION 0~.TE 

Tri-Count Council For Western land Inc. 11 1 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Al n uin Motor Inn Suite 10 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Cumberland 
'J2" 

· .. '-State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Onl 

Significance of this property is: 
National D State D Local D 

Signature 

Secc>nds 
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Al-IV-007 
Chain of Title 

Book 340, p. 501 18 October 1961 
granter: the Sacred Heart Hospital of the Sisters of Charity, Inc. 
grantee: Carey S. Selby and his wife Rose Marie 
SW side of Decatur Street, NW side of Primrose Alley, and NE side of Cherry Alley. 

Book 188, p. 18 27 June 1940 
granter: Edward F. Mullan, et ux. 
grantee: The Allegany Hospital of the Sisters of Charity. 

Book 121, p. 203 3 March 1917 
granter: Clarence Spitznas and his wife Bertie 
grantee: Charles E. Mullan and his wife Norah A. 

Book 108, p. 170 
granter: Cephas H. Gloss and wife Mary B. 
grantee: Clarence Spitznas 

Book 97, p. 368 
grant or: 
grantee: 

Charles E. Metz and wife Maggie v. 
Cephas H. Gloss 

27 May 1911 

27 June 1905 

Book 85, p. 359 18 April 1899 
granter: Edward H. Welsch and wife Ellen S. 
grantee: Charles E. Metz 

Book 84, p. 447 1 December 1898 
granter: Maria Kephart et ux 
grantee: Edward H. Welsch 

Book 55, p. 581 10 August 1881 
grant or: 
grantee: 

Alexander McDonald and wife Mary L. 
George R. Kephart 

Book 35, p. 255 
grant or: 
grantee: 

Josiah H. Gordon and wife Kate E. 
Alexander McDonald 

Book 10, p. 682 
granter: Lemuel W. Gosswell 
grantee: Josiah H. Gordon 

27 January 1872 

18 August 1853 
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1~ 5 ~rvct;:,:ia: .t..;.;:;ti~o..-it sh: .;'j re aj the instru:: io.'ls co~e. 1:.Jlly before corr.pfe1ing appricarion. No Cerur;: a~ion may be mCJ:ie unless a c: -r.; '-:; ·-::~ ~:, .. :;.. ··.: J':o., .'..: .. ,;-: ""as 

!: :::-.,, re:e."o ~j (P L s.:-::,5) Use:· :1 pc,.,.,,iter or p:ir1t c t=arly in dori( ;n1r. to co"n1pi'ete the app.'~atio:; fotm ti a~di:io ,,at !.p3ce is ne~1e-1 lo ccr~ ;:.=.:e ;: ;:j-: 1. t..: €: i-,t: • ;,_. ·. ~ ~ 
sije 0 , a !t>~3·3:e pra;,, s~E'e' o~ ;.o;>t!t clearly ir1dica~i:ig the o"'·ne~·s r:o"'"le dnd r:-:ai/,.,~ .a:1d:e5s. Part 1 o! rhis appli:a~icn may be co.rr:;:;lt::t-~ o•d st:- 1; ~o :"""•E .•. ~-pn· 

a~e s·c~e H·storic Pre~e-.·a:;on C~·:e:- a~ any ti-ie =.;ring the ,-ear. or:d rr-ay be sen: se;:?·a:e!y or"" ith Part 2. 
----------- --------

PART 1 EVALUATION OF SIGrJIHCAr~CE 
212 214 Ve..c.a.X.u.Jt St!te..e;t CumbeAi.a..nd, Ma!ty.f..o..nd 

1. t-i.t.ME OF FROPERTY: 

.oarne.. 
1'dO'eSS o' pro;:>erly S:reet ________________ ----

Coty _______________ County ________________ State ------------ Zip Cece _______ _ 

Na-ne of h1sto11c d1st11ct in "'h1ch properly is loca:ed 

2. DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICA.L APPEARANCE: 

/see instructions tor map and photograph reQu11ernen1s--use reverse side if necessary} 

See next page at.tac.hed. 

3. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

/use 1everse side ii necessary) 

WM uJ.ied 601t olle.Jt Z 0 ye.a.Jtl:, M a. nu'1...6ell home and 
.oc.lwot 06 nlL!t.6-i..ng, :the 6oJuneJt AUega.ny Ho.opitn.1. 
now /mown M Sa.c.Jted Hea.Jz.-t Ho.op,{;tal. 

Date of construction (11 known) C 18 0 0 1 
A Xi Original site 2 Moved 

4. NA.ME AND MAILING ADDRESS OF OWNER: 

Ame!Uc.o T. Va..ldell M. V. , P.A. 

Date of a!\erat1ons (1f known) 

Name -----------------------------------------------------------

965 &z..addoc.R Road 
Street --------------------------------------------------------------

City _______ _,,C""'wn"'-'-"'b"-'e_,_!zl~a.,.u.n ... d __________________ Statc..e ~b=l,,,d'-'·---- Z1D Coo~J502 __ _ 

1 e iephone N~ mber ld~ring day\ Ar ea Code _~3~Q~1~-~7~2~4~-~5~5~1~5~D~!Lc~7~7~7_-~7~5~7_8~'---- ___ _ 

S1g~a1ure_~-~-----------------~~ 
:Jate ____ _ 

Fo< olhce u .. only . 
The structure described aoove as included wlthm tne bounoar1es of the Na11ona1 Reg1s1er h1s1or1c district and~ contr1bu?es :J ooes not contr,bute to the er.;.. .,_ 1e .. 

the d1Stflct 

The structure O appears ::J doe5 not appear lo meet National Register Crtteria tor E~atuat1on f36 CFR 60 6; and 0 will l1~e1y ::J will not be nom1na:ed to the !'>oat«rai 

Reg•ster 1n accord with the Depanment ot the Interior procedure5 136 CFR 60) 

The :structure Is localed 1n a C1Str1Ct which ::J ap;:iears =does not appear 10 meet Na~1onai F.egister Criteria 1or E¥ah;a~ion (36 CFR 60 61. ~~ill 11,.,,el):::::, .,..,ir ric· ~e ..,_.'Tl, 

na:eC 10 the Na~1ona~ He;~s!e~ 1n accord"" 1th Departf""T"'el"',t of the lr.ter1or proceO...;rps 135 C~ R 6Cl \ a~C = a;Jpears :J d::ies no~ a~pear to CO'"ltr1t:..;~e !O 1+-ie C'ld' a: ·e· :-' c.a :: 

d1s1r1Ct 

:Jate ______ _ 

lnis proper:y has bee~ evah .• a~ed accord1n; tot~~ criteria a,,d proceO;.;,es !i.e! ton ti Oy the Jepanrnent o' the lri1er1or (36 CFR 671 aru: ,, s~:::i!e::t to oep•e: a··or. ~-.op· 

section 167 c1 t~e l"'te~na· F.-=-venue Cooe o' 1954 

C;i.•e ___ ~ ______ _ 

I 

j 

! 
I' 
' 



2. VcJ.ic~µtion: AL-'"il-A-007 
Tli,Ll two .t>:toJty b!ticJz muLU. 6amily apalz..tmc.n.t building be.A.n9 o!U_g . .<.na.Le..y :two J.iingle 
6arriJ..£.y dwel.Llng!i and £a:tVt appJLoxA.ma.:te-ly J 935 c.onnect.ed in:to one fMge .t>t!tuc_W!te :to 
ac.c.omoda:te :the nuMe.6 home and .t>c.hool 06 nuMing 601t :the Allegany HDJ.ipda.l loc.a:ted 
on the oppo.t>de .t>,.{,de 06 the .t>:t!tee:t. Eventually :the ho!ipdal c.hanged :thw name. 
:to Sac.1ted HeM:t Ho.t>pda.l and :the .t>c.hool 06 nt.L·'t.6ing c.loJ.ied app!toxJ.Jna:tely 1960. 

The 212 building iJ.i an eAJti_y Vic:to!Ua.n 1 ta.LUlna:te !i:tyle wdh a 6la.t:, !too fi. Bt.Lil:t 
appJtoxA.ma:tely eaJl.1.y 1800 'h. The 214 bu.ild.{;1g de.J.ic!tibed a.6 an ea.JL£y ColotUal 
Revit•af with high gable.. 

AU:e_,~..a;t.{_ott.6: None ex:tCJU1af, .t>e.e. 6looJt pfanJ.i fioJt A.11doo1t Jtenova:tion. 

Imp'tcvCJnent.6: TIU!i p!tope!L:ty iJ.i -Unp!toved by a :two 1do1ty b!tic.k mt.LUi-6arnily 
apa'Ltnie.n:t bu,il,,d,,i.ng c.on;ta.,.{;Ung :ten Jtenta1 ~ - ugh:t :b.IJO becfJwom, and ti.oo one. 
be.d'toom apaJLtmen:t.6. TJUh iJ.i old Vt Vict.o!tian h:tyle J.i:t'tuct.t.LJte be.A.ng o!U_ginaliy 
:two .t>A.11gle. 6amily dwc1Li..ng.6. Thue WVte lat.Vt c.ombA.J1ed and c.011ve.Jt:ted into a doJt­
m.L:to 1ty, o!t Jt e.!i ,.{,den c. e., 6 o It :the. J.i :tud e.n:t nuM e.!i c.o nn e.ct. ed tiJ,{;th a C a;th o uc. Ho .6 p,.{_;taf on 
:the oppo!iide. .t>,.{,de. o 6 Vec.a:twz. S:tJteeL The hM pdaf wa.6 uLlUna:tei.y c.loJ.i ed and :the 
11t.LJtJ.ie.6 home. Wa.6 :then c.onve!L:te.d :to ili p,'te.fie.n:t muL<;t- 6arnily l.L!ie.. Fol.Lit 06 :the. apaA:t-
me.n:th Me loc.a:te.d on :the. got.Lnd f/ .. ooJt, 6,.{,ve on :the J.ie.c.ond 6looJt, and :thVte. iJ.i one. 
J.i:tudio :type. on :the. :tlU!td: 6looJt. Bung two J.ie.pMa:te. J.i:l-'tuc:tt.L!te.!i :tl1Vte Me two main 
en:tJta.nc.e.6. Eac.h building ha.6 ili own baJ.ie.me.n.t, :theJte. Me c.onc.,'te:te 61ton.t e.n:t!tanc.e. 
po!tc.he.J.i and e.nc.loJ.ie.d :type. 6Jta.me Jte.M po!tc.h J.ieJtving M a J.iec.ondMy fiiJte e.U:t. 
We m{;ne.M p'toc.eeded tD-i.,th a Jtehab,.{,U:ta;t,.{_on p!to j ect. 601t :the. p!topc.A:ty :to ,.{_11c.lude. 
,!J epa ta;te gM 6,.{_,'ted ho:t wa:teJt 6lV'tnac.e.!i 6 o!t e.ac.h Jte.n.taf wtd, 1te.11eicl o 6 de.:tv:_,{_oJta;te.d 
wA.J1doi1..· J.iMh: ill!J:talla:t,.{,on 06 gJt,.{,d :type. d!top c.UlingJ.i: panel oJt tte_d,'tywaU damaged 
wain wheJte. needed, lle.plac.e. We.hen and bath 6,f,ooJt c.ovVL{ng iu.W1 vA.J1yl ;t,U,,,.e; __ iM.taU 
el.e.c.:t-uc. .6moke de:te.ct.oll-6: A.Jtf.i:ta.Le.. wail J.>wdc.he.!i 6oJt ugh:tJ.i and e.xhauJ.i:t 6an'-> in place 
o 6 pull c.haitt.6: in'->:ta.Le.. new We.hen baJ.i e. and wall c.abA.11w wheJte. needed ( 2 ap.:v-t-:t­
me.n-U J c.a!tpe.:t aU apaJL:tmen:tJ.i: A.Jtf.i:ta.Le.. Jtange.!i and Jte.0,ugeJta:toM -i..n 8 apart-:tme.rit.6: 
A.11.6.ta.ll f;iJte. e.xc.ape. fioJt :tliiJtd filooJt apaJL:tme.n:t wluc.h ti..ia,o non e.w:ta..n.:t a:t :the. :tune o 6 
,'tenova:t,.{,on. It WM a la.!tge. empty a:tt,.{,c_ on the. 214 J.iide.. 111'->ta.li dooJt and w~~ndou.: 
lo du and window c.o!td-6, ex:te.11'->ive A.J1do0Jt el.e.wvi..c.a.£ wottk. 1 nc.lude.d -i..n the. tte.hab­
~on iJ.i e.x:twoJt paint-i..ng o 6 e.ntilte building ( A.11.tWoJt and ex:twott coo.J.'..l.6 ) . 
ReµaiJt 06 6tton.t pottc..h and J.itep and he.paiJt 06 the. w~ccugh.t iJton Jtail 6enc.e. e.nclo;.,,,Cng 
.the 6,'totl:t c.ol.L!t:t ya1td. Upon c.omple;t.{,on 06 :tlUJ.i Jz.e.l1abili..:ta.tion the. buildA.11g ,,(,,).) in 
good phy!iic.af c..ondition. Complete new ,'too6 jobJ.i tteplaung ~aulitj e.xiJ.iting ,\00£A.11g 
on be.th J.i:l!w.c:tt.L!tu 212-214 WVte. mo done.. 
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Co11..neJt. v..lew ob 212 b~g e.d:encUng .lnto P/L.Unltoh e. AU.e.y. 



, MIL£ 
I 

SHORT GAP 6 .2 Ml. 
FORT ASHBY I I Ml 

QUADRANGLE: LOCATION 

ROAD CLASSIFICATION 

Heavy-Outy Lighl·duty 

Medium-duty -=-= - Unimproved dirt ~••2•=·~· 

house 

0 U. S. Route Q State Route 

CUMBERLAND, MD.-PA.-W.VA. 
NE/4 FROSTBURO IS' QUADRANGLE 

N3937.5-W7845/7.5 
1949 

AMS 5263 Ill NE-SERIES V833 

212 Decatur Street 
Cumberland, Allegany County 
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