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Mr. & Mrs. William H. Courtney
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30 Washington Street
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT % 4D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located at 519 Washington Street, the house stands on the northerly
side of the street, west of Allegany Street, in the Washington Street
Historic District in Cumberland, Allegany County.

The house is an 1890s Georgian or Colonial Revival style brick
structure of two and a half stories with a gambrel roof, a wing (probably
original) on the west side, and mid twentieth century alterations to the
back (north side) for conversion to apartments. The symmetrical facade
is crowned with a consoled cornice and is divided into three bays by
four flat, plain pilasters with leafy capitals. The center recessed
entranceway is panelled and has rectangular sidelights and rectangular
transom with a fanlight tracery. The one story rectangular and semicircular
porch has a dentilled cornice, a balustrade above and six free standing
plain columns with volute capitals. The entranceway is flanked by Hthree
windows grouped into a set with open pediment cornices. The second
story has a bay window in the center section and single windows in the
side bays. The roof has two single window dorners flanking a colonnaded
recessed doorway dormer. The sidelights flanking the main doorway and
the upper sashes of the first floor facade windows have Gothic tracery.

The interior was altered - partitioned added or removed, the stairway
altered, and additions made to the back - when the building was converted
for apartments in the mid twentieth century. The exterior of the facade
appears to be in original condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A photostat of the original architectural drawing for the first
floor of this house indicates that it was designed by Herman Schneider,
an architect, for Robert Henderson. A Colonial or Georgian Revival
style structure, the house appears to have been built in the 1890s,
and it is characteristic of an upper class residence of the close of the
nineteenth century. Henderson, an attorney, is said to have married
the daughter of the man who occupied the house to the east, 515 Washington
Street, now the Women's Civic Club.

Note: The thotostat referred to here is in the possession of the
present owner. It gives no date or indication of where Schneider
had an office.
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Architectural drawings, possession of William H. Courtney, Cumberland,
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