
AL- IV-A-024 
Halsh House 
106-108 Washington Street 
Cumberland, Maryland 
1866 

William Walsh, an Irish immiqrant, set uo law Qractice in 

Cumberland within eight years of his arrival to this country in 1842. 

His legal career led him to become easily involved in nolitics. In 

1866. when his home on Washington Street was built, he was the county's 

rnost orominent nemocrat. He served as the Sixth f'istrict ronqressman 

from 1874 to 1878. William Walsh's chilrlren anrl qrandchildren have left 

their lasting imorint on the political and reliqious heritage of Alleq-

any County by servina in influential occuoations such as lawyer, state 

attorney general, oriest, and nun. The Walsh House is an example of 

good adaptive reuse because it has been owned and occupied by the Alleg-

any County Board of Education since 1931. 

Second Empire architectural features of this house include 

twelve semicircular hooded dormers and elahorately scrolled console 

brackets. The interior of the house is dominated by a magnificent spi-

ral stairway. The house has a wide variety of fireplaces, eiqht in 

number. 
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II DESCRIPTION 
AL- IV-A- Od.Y 

_ EXCELLENT 

X GOOO 

_ fAIR 

CONDITION 

_ DETERIORATED 

- RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_ UNALTERED 

..J!'ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED OAT~---

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The \falsh House is located at 106-108 \•/ashinqton Street. 

This Second Emnire l.Juilrlinq was originally "T" sha!"ed. It is three 
stories tall hy five hays wide. \fall construction is brick laid in 
amP.rican co11111on bond in random variations except for the northern facade 
which is laid in stretcher bond except for one row of heariers above the 
seconr:I floor windm"s. The roof is a mansard covered with imbricated 
slate shin~les. Located on the mansard and disburserl three to a side 
are t11elve hooded dormers with nn intricate semicircular cornice with 
a soffit. Decorative splat hoard trim is on the sides of the dormers . 
rAch dormer has a two wooden sash semicircular window except for three 
on the southern facade which contain two windows each. 1\tor the manserrl 
roof is a cornice and frieze. \·there the mansard and the brick walls 
meet is a box cornice and frieze. Connecting the second set of eaves 
and a band of woocien architrave located on a brick belt cours"' are 
e laborately cove red ~IOOdP.n console brackets mostly in nairs but also sinqularlv. 
On a 11 I.Jut one corner of the hui lcJinq nairs of brackets are adjacent 
Lotallinq Four toqethcr. Where projectinri riavillions and the bay meet 
the eaves the brackets are grounPd in thrres except for the southern 
facocie where mo1sl of Lhc hrocl1 ets nre arrange d sil"ll.)ular ly. This treatment 
of the P-aves is rereated on all sides of the building. On the corner 
of the mansard erP cornerboarrfs connectin~ the two sets of Paves. The 
huilclinq rests on a hirih stone foundation of rouqh coursf"d stom:1 covered wilfl 
ashlar. Four original chimneys are doubJe, each servinl'l two firenlaces. 
They have corbeled caos anrl are all locater1 on th::- interior of the huiltling . 

Windows nnd arches are covered senaratcly on a followinq paqe . 

Unlike the other sines of the huil dinQ the northern f acadc is mostly 
stretcher bond. The center bay of this facade rro jects sliqhtly from 
the founnaUon to the roof like a central navillion . \·Jhere this pro­
jection intersects the caves the console brackets are arral'lfled in threes. 
A slone nlotform f'Orch end steos leadinri to the main entrance has iron 
rails . The rlouble doors hAve vertical boards and one oval panel with 
architrave trim e ach . Pbove thP- doors is secpiental arch~d stained alass 
transom with a double row sC'Qmental hrick arch . l\ flat rorch roof is 
supported hy two larqe and ornate wooden console brackets . 

The only nortion of the basement and first floor of the southern 
facade that hasen't been concealed by a brick addition is on the western 
end of the facade 11here f-hP.rc nre threP windows . Local tradition suqgests 
that this facade was originally Lhe "front" of the house . faci.ng the 
Potanac River . The oriqinal floor olans For the first Floor (enclosed) 
indicates a large rorch on the south anrt the different detail on this 
facane miqht helr confirm the idc.>a. The central b-m l>ovs of this facade 
nroject sliqhtly like a central navillion. Tire brackets on this facade 
are mostly sinqlc 1-1i th double hrarkets on the corners of the huilding and 
the erl']es of the nrojPction . A lar Qrr c~ntral projectinq portion of the 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



AL-JV-A-Od.Y 
II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_ PREHISTORIC 

- 1400 1499 

- 1500· 1599 

- 1800· 1899 

-1700-1799 

X...1800 1899 

_1900 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ·· CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-ARCHEOLO<iY· PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

-ARCHEOLOGY· HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

-AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

..X,..RCHITECTURE - EDUCATION _MILITARY 

-ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _ PHILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY LJOLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

~RELIGION 
_ SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

- SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_ THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

..XOTHER I SPECIFYJ 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

\lill iam ~'nlsh came to this country . fru::i Irelantl in 1842 as 
:::t b~1y 1L1 yearn old . After st uclving 1<1;-1 lie \·1an admil. tee' to the riar 
of CharlPsto m . Vi rqinia at L1ie BCJl:l uf 22. r\t the O(lC of 2L1 he eslabliohed 
nn inrlepPndent la / practlce in Cur1hcrlar1 J in 1852 . \IHhi n eiqht y~ars 
of arrival to Altieri ca he was a nraclisinr] attorney . 1 

A brilliant lawyer. Walsh easily beca11e involved in politics. 
llis oolitical career beaan in 1860 ns a Presidential nector. 2 Six 
ycnrs later \lalsh was the county's most pro,inenl Dcnocrnt, and presided 
over r.iusr; meetin1s in Cu,1herlnnd ~}Upporting Anjrew lohnso11 1 s RF:co11struction 
poll cien aqainsl the harshl"r Renuolican policies . 3 J\L ubuut th ir, dul:e 
in 1866, hiG l1ome on 1/ashir1gLon Street \·1as built. In 1867 hr:> 11as 
choBell a::. U10 local deleqate to tli tlc1rylonrJ Constitutional Convention 
and .ig11red prominently i11 lhP- debatP- there . 4 

In 1872 ~lah;h Has again ::J PregidPntia 1 Elector, this time sunpoi:lln'"l 
l{o r ace ~recley ' s bid for candidacy . ~alsh accepted the Democratic 
no.,ination for Sixth District Con3ress 1an in 1874 and dcfeatod hin 
neirihbor Uovd Lo~mdes, Hho later become r,overnor. 6 He was re-elected 
in 1876 when he defeated Loui$ r 1cCo:"las of Hagerstown by a narroH 
mm Jin of ~nly fourteen votes. i lie df"clined his party ' s r e-nomination 
in ld7C . 

Apnrt from his ooliticul career Walsh 11as bu:iy \ti t11 his nrestigio11s 
"'>ractice of lo" and active in local arfoir...;. Alt~1ourJh his clicntele 
included th most pror;pcrou ... local peo,ile, Jalsh ol.. .• o I rovidcd l.J!]CJl 
direction fer local miners . "In tim,,.,, of Ji ,trc ....... and trou 1le 11 he> 
orovided help •ith both his lcgul expertise, and his influeoce for ·J:he community~ 
One .;.1uch chari tab 1 e act ms 1hen in 1873 he donated .,b sto::, les to 
the Virilont lose Cunpany as a lcmporary engine hou ... e to be usc>d until 
the co 1pnny 1 s building ~zas cor:.µleted . 10 

'illia1n \folsh ' a unly son. \•Jillitl.11 Ed.1ard l/alnh lived linre after 
hiu parents' dl"aths in the cnr J y 1 90 ' s . Although llin legal career 
1as less exciting than his fothcr ' s, his children, tl o 1ere buin in lhls 
house, achievP' far .. a in their later lives. The first born Gun. i'illiar.i 
Concannon 1alsn , was admitted to the Cu:nbcrland I.Jar in 1913. He sa~1 
11iliturv service on the Hexican .:>order in 1916 and in France during 
forld \lnr unc . After that war he been 10 an Ansocic:ite Jud 1e of Lile Fourth 
J1. i.tci. .• l . 1 rc11i t • f'' d ·f 1u ! .' ar L ._ ..• ryland Court of A!"lreals, and 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA. 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _·_5_· _____ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME /TITLE 

\~illiam Pratt &nd Dave Dorsey 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

County Office Building , Pershing Street 
CITY OR TOWN 

Cumberl and 

DATE 

TELEPHONE 

777-5967 
STATE 

11aryl and 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267- 1438 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

COMMON: 

Board of Education Build. 

2. 
STREET ANI:' NUMBERt 

106-108 Washington Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Cumberland 
STATE 

Ma land 
:3• CLASSf F·I CATf:()N: 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

0 District qg Building 

0 Sit• 0 Structure 

0 Object 

~ Public 

0 Private 

0 Both 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 

O Being Considered 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More •• Appropriate) 

0 Agricultural 

0 Commercial 

0 Educational 

0 Entertainment 

WNER'S NAME: 

Qg 

D 
0 
0 

Government 

Industrial 

Military 

Museum 

0 Parle 

0 Private RHidence 

0 Religious 

0 Scientific 

Board of Education 

108 Washin on Street 

STATUS 

~ Occupied 

D Unoccupied 

0 Preservation worlc 

in pro gr es• 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yea: 

~ RHtricted 

D UnrHtricted 

0 No 

0 Comments 

V) Cl TY OR TOWN: 

land 

COURTHOUSE, RECiHSTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

0 Washin on Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Cumberland 
itle Reference Cur 

!~ : ··~~@lf'#ij)\j.1\~98 tli(.iijt!J'Jf.IQ' $48Y§Y$ 
TITLE OF SURVEY: 

Invento No. Al- 1 
0 Federal liJ State 0 County 0 Local 

ITR 

STATE: 

Cumberland Maryland 
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11. 0£SCRtrTJON 

0 Good 
1---------
~ Excellent 0 Foir 

CONDITION 
(Check One) 

0 Altered D!J Uncltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT# •D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 ·UnexpoHd 

(Check One) 

0 Moved ll!;] Original Site 

106-108 Washington Street in Cumberland, Allegany County, stands 
on the southern side of the street between West Prospect Square and 
Smallwood Street in the Washington Street Historic District. 

The Board of Education building is a large two and a half story 
brick structure with a high mansard roof and a high foundation. The 
symmetrical facade (north side) has five bays with the entrance in a 
slightly projected pavilion. Three round top dormers pierce the mansard 
roof on the street side. The principal windows are double-hung wooden 
sashes with two-over-two lights and 101ve:red shutters. A bracketed cornice 
circles the building. The principal entrance has double panelled wooden 
doors with a segmental arch transim of stained glass. A heavy bracketed 
hood above the door has a flat roof. Mark on the wall above the hood 
roof indicates that it once had a balustrade. The interior has heavy 
natural finished woodwork and a spiral staircase. The building is 
structurally sound and is basically "Wlaltered although new extensions 
have been added to the south. 
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PERIOD (Checlr One Or More •• Approprfete) 

0 Pre-Columbion 0 16th Century 

0 1 Sth Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC OATE(Sl (lfAppllcable andKnown) c. lt570s 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlr One or More •• Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 0 Educotion 0 
0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 0 
0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 0 
~ Architecture 0 Landscape 0 
0 Att Architecture 0 
0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 0 
0 Conservation 0 Music 0 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 18th Century 

[)t 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socio I/Human-

itarian 

Theater 

Transportation 

AL- lV-A-O'J.y 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

The building occupied by the Allegany County Board of Education 
was erected in the late nineteenth century, probably the 1870s, as 
the residence of William Walsh, a prominent lawyer. Walsh was elected 
to the United States House,of Representatives in 1876 and served two 
terms. His grandson, Bishop James Edward Walsh, who was imprisioned 
by the Chinese for ten years, was born in this house • 

Architecturally, the house is representative of the Second E.:mpire 
style. The Board of Education Building prominently displays the man­
sard roof which identifies the style. Typically, the house has round 
headed windows and dormers in the mansard roof, heavy brackets which 
support the cornice, and a shelf-like porch over the central door, and 
tall proportions. 

PS- 7011 
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Allegany Coi.mty Land Records, Courthouse, Cumberland, 1\IID. 

Morgan, William. Research Notes (1970), on file at Maryland Historical 
Trust, Annapolis, 1\IID. 

Eto. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA ~ ·-· 
-

I .:... 
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE ,____ 
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 
NE 0 . 0 . 
SE 0 . .o . 
CIAI 0 . 0 . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

Acreage Justification: 

I The property measures approximately 101 1 
227'. 
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~lL · FORM PREPARED BY .· .. 
·•· .·. .· .. ·.· • > 

!NAME AND TITLE: 

Historic Site Survey Ronald L. Andrews, 
ORGANIZATION 

ID4/30/75 Tri-Coi.mty Coi.mcil for Western Maryland, Inc. 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Al.Q'Onauin Motor Inn. Suite IJlO 
CITY OR TOWN: ,STATE I Cumberland Ma.T'Vland 

~ State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 
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Physical nrscription continued for the Walsh fiousP. AL-IV-A-024 

mansard roof contains three larger dormers with c!ouble windm1s \'Ii th mullion. 

The western facade is djvided into three parts: the second and 
third floors of the main block of the buildinq, a one story oortion in 
the eorner of the "T 11

, and a two r.tory f ivc sided boy with a rinned roof 
that is at the end of the top of the "T". Runninq the lenqth of the 
facade is a \·1oorlr.n architrave. l\n enclosed norch c1ivides thP, one story 
portion into holvr.s. This wooden oorch has stone and woorlen steps. 
The entrAnce locaterl on thr porch consists of a four panrJ recessed 
door 1·1ith vertical boards and a two 1 iqht trAnrlom. A woorfr>n ranel 
sunportcd by cnrvP.r! woorlen hrackets is localed between the architrave 
ond the box cornice and soff it that comriose thr> e~ves of this one story 
oortion of the hui lclinCJ . The box cornice is comnlimentcd on the five 
sided bav hv a cornice at the same hcinht. 

The eaRtcrn facade contains rm rletail that rliFfers from what has 
been noted to annl y to the entire building. 

1NTERIOR: ----
Thf' interior of the Walsh is arranned with a central hall ohm with 

three rooms on either side. The vestibule at the northern end of the 
central hall includes douhle interior doors with nlain r1lass transom 
and sidelights . At the soutt1crn end of the hallway n v~stibule that 
~crvecl lhe original entrance on that facade includc5 douhlr. doors with 
a stained glass transom and olain glass sirlRlirihtn . The first floor 
is dominated hy a snrial stairway 1·1Hh n larr)R :mrl ornately :ianelPrl 
newell nnd ornamental brackets on the strinn. In Lhc cr.ilinn ahove 
the stoirwel l in a sf'lllicircular 1·1indow . The wr.st~rn 1·1all around the 
stairwell is curved and the door and frame of rooM 106 locatPd on that 
wall are curved to mate~ the curvature of the wall . The house has a 
\'1ide variPtv of f irenlaces covered on a followinri parie. ThP. rlaster 
wnlls arr Lreated with a hiqh hasP.board, a cornice and a chair rail. 
A dog leq stairway on t•ic eastern side of the '1uildinri has nn Ol"en 
wnll, five lanrlinos. and one winder . 

,\DDITIO~: 

Abultinq the southPrn fl'JcadP of the ~lalsh Howie is n larnc rectannular 
addition hui lt in 1965. ~/all construction is of hrick laid in stretc~£>r 
bond cxccrt for onr ro1-1 of headers on the western facarlc. The huildinri 
rests on a cement foundatfon with a plain •·1etPr tahlc. On th!? 5outheastern 
corner of the addition an old stone riarden wal 1 of rourih facP.rl ashlar 
with a stone canpinri has heen used as founrlation. On the C'astcrn facade 
of thR addition there is rvidnnce that more of thP stone wall is bein~ 
used but hos been sheathed in cement. ThQ roof is flat :inrl is covrred 
with tor nnd ncbblcs . The eaves consist of a mr.tal cornice and sofVit. 
Two hri ck helt courses ore located brnPnth thr. c:ornicr. The urinermost 
is n soldier course of bricks on end. Thr. 101·1r.r he>l t cours<' is comrosed 
of two rows of Btr,,.tchPr hand. 

l/indll'llS anrf rloor;, BfP. diSCllSSCd 011 A fO}lowinn r;h13rt . 



Phv!lical l)escrintion continued for the \fa lsh House Al.- TV-A-024 

CAnl! IAGF I "JUSr: 

The \falnh carri:lr'Jf' hm1c"" i~ on nlurn AllP.v bPhind thP ~·lalr~ hou~e. 
The h11ildinq in s r uarP and face~ qal,lr. flank to1mrrls '·tnshinoton <;trPet. 
~foll construction is nf brick lai l.! in cvncricRn com11on bond wit' • variations 
of 7 to 1 anrl 8 to 1. On the ea~t~rn facade the foundation is rouqhfac~~ 
roursed ashlar. On the south of the foundation is rando:n stonr-. The 
water table is n lain. A belt course of headers runs a lono the hasf' of 
the eastern a'1rl southern facarlf's. Tiu~ ClRhled roof is divided uy central 
oahles on both t.he north and south, the eavr.u consist. of n box cornice, 
\'lirle soffit, anrf bed moulcfin11. 

1.Hndows <1nrl doors are covf"rect scparntcl y on a fol101dn(] peg~. 



.. i L' ·~r continued for \'lalsh !Jouse AL-I V-A-J24 

:·;ortiiern Facade -

Eastern Facacle -

~·Jestern Facade -

Jasement - Four segmental arch casement 'Jindmm of b10 ,"/ooden 
sash of one light each, S\"ling in, segmental arch 
of rough stone, pegged, wire grates. Two segmental 
arci1 orenings one on either side of porch. 

First Floor - Four double hung, bio ·;;ooden sash , 2/2 light 
windows, stone lugsllls, flat brick ard1es, 
fixed shutters. 

Second Floor - four double hung, bvo l'JOOden sash , '2./2 light 
windows, stone luq3ills, flat brick arches, 
fixed shutters. Jne dou~le hung, two wooden 
sash , segmental arch v1ind0\"I vii ti 1 stone luqslll, 
seqmental brick arch, and fixed shutters cut 
to form segmental arch 111hen closed. 

Third Floor - In dormers, three, two 1·1ooden sash, double hung 
2/2 liC]ht semicircular arch 'rvindows, ·:1ooden IueJsills. 

3asement - Four double hung, L/2 liriht. seamental arch, t .. 10 
\'IOodcn sash \"lindmvs \"Ii th segmental rough stone arch' 
and stone lu1sills. :Jne of these is boarded up. 

First Floor - Three double hung, two wooden sash, 4/4 light 
\·1indov1s, 0tonc luqsills, flat ::nick arches. 
Two are connected with mullion and share same sill 
and arci1. 1Ul have fixed shutters. 

Second Floor - Four double hunr:i, Lio .rnoden sash, 4/4 liqh t 
windows, stone luusills, flat brick arches 
and fixed shutters. One double :1ung, Lio 
\IOoden sash, 2/2 li1ht 1.,1indmv, stone luQsi 11 
and flat brick arch. 

Third Floor - In dormers, three douhle hung, bvo wooden sash. 
2/2 liqht semicircular ard1 ~indows with wooden 
luqsills. 

Gasement - Five se!Jmental arch windows~ stone lugsills, segmental 
rough stone arch. One, two wooden sash, double hunq 
with 2/2 lights. Two have two ~ooden casement of 
one li!]ht euch S\'linr; out, t\"io have been joarded 
up and have louvered ventilators. 

Fi~t Fluor - Tl-10 dou'.Jle hun'J, two wooden sLJsh, 1/1 lifJht i1indmvs, 
stone luqsills, fl3t hrick arches. Jne entrance 
with four panel recessed door with vertical 
boards awl h10 lqht transo;n, flat brick 
arch above transom. Two double hunQ, two 
wooden sash, 1/2 light windows with flat brick 
arches and stone lugsills. nn bay are four 
douole hung, h10 vrnoden sas:1, 2/2 light ·:1indo:1s, 
stone lur:isills, and flat brick arc: 1cs. 

Second Floor - Two JouiJle :1un11, h10 '.loor:bn sosh, 2/2 liJrit 
.1indU'.1s, stone lu]sills, flat :nic:< arc;1es, 
fixe'.l s\1uttere>. :Jr1c double 11un·1, Lio :rnoden 
SaSr1, 4/4 light ·.1indo1s, stone lUJSill, flat 
'nick arch fixe-! s:1uttcr.;. '.lr1 '.Jay arc four ,!ou"1le 



hunc_J, t.10 .foorlen sash. 2/2 li1ht .1indo.is, stone 
lurJsills, flat brick LJrches. 

Thi rd Floor - Three rlmJ')le hun'J, L,10 .. 1oode:1 sash, 'l./2 liri:it 
:.;emicircular arch ',1indrn-1s \vith i.worlen lugsills. 

Southern Facarle -
First Floor - Three dou:Jle hunfJ, t.rn 1rnoden sas'1. 2/4 liq: it 

-iindows, stone lurisills, flat ~rick arches. 
Second lluor -[ight dou')le hung, bo .rnuden SC:.lsh,2/2 li1ht 

seqmental ard1 windows, segmental ~rick arches, 
stone luJsills. 

Thirrl Floor - In dormers are tl1rce :.ets of double t1urv1, ·.-iooden 
casement windows connected with mullion .fith 
;1ooden lugsills. 

FIRCPLACES 

l. ffoorn 1J4 - l3rmm marble 11ith sculrtured cartouche c.md S!Jandrel, r11ar~Jel ~nantle. 

2. f;oorn 103 - Red marble ·..;ith plaque cartouchc and spandrel and .narble mantle. 

3. Room 1J5 - ~hite marble .fith plariue cartouche LJnd s~andrel, ma~)le mantle. 

4. Conference :\Dom llJ8 - \icest one ir1 house - Snm1 11:1ite ~ar0le - cartoucile is 
very orr1ame11tal :;culptured face. - srrnndre l and r:iarh le 
111ar1tel. Ceramic ti le hcarti1. 

5. Room 109 - Very f-ieautiful !1rown marble ·.1ith 'Hack r:iar!:Jle pl3que trimmin'J 
for cartouchc anrl spanrlrel and mantel. Si ding in fi reploce is 
an iron stove irnicritJed "Crystol" in excellent si1ape. Stove has 
v1indo11s onrJ iron floor rail attached to marble heLJrth. 

6. Room 2lJ2 Ex3ctly like chi1nncy //3 ex cert locaterl on chi.11ney '.Jreast. 

7. P.oor.i 2U3 - Exactly like chimney ;f3 excert locatej on dlimney fneJst. 

c:J. Room 2JU \'lhite marble "·1ith :-iloque cortouche and c-iparidrcl located on 
chimney breast. 



':/I' 'JJ',/ s 

"ortilern Facade -

So!!thern F acac~e- -

llestern Facade -

Eastern racrnie ---·------

First Floor - T.10 r~ntrances orirJinallv lar:-;e se!;1icircular arched 
doors. One dou~ le door, vertical ::ioards. three 
rrnne ls each, nlriin .,;ooden tri::i, Lio sash. h1u 
liq11t transom ·.-1i U1 mullion, oversized .mud en 
lintel for ori1inal duor. rive foldin(j Joors 
of five panels each, architrave tri•n, vertical 
boards, steel beam lintel. 

Second Floor - One semicircular arch ;-iindov1, f ixr~d, bvo rectangular 
li::i:1ts and une half-round light, SP.~icircular 
brfck arch, wooden lugsill, nlain wooden trim, 
ouarrlerl Ufl. 

First Floor - Jne larJe, two sash, rlouhle hung 4/4 liqht semi­
circular arched 1-1inclu.1, dou'-lle ro·.1 semicircular 
header Li rick arch. CJne small brn sash, double 
hung, 1/1 light semicircular arched v1indrn<1, 
se1nicircular ::irick arch, .-1ooden lugsill. iJne 
fixed four light serpental arched recessed -'1indo•1. 
Segmental arched decorative moldinq 0~1el, double rm1 
segmental header brick arch, brick slirsill. Jne 
original recessed entrance vertical board door. 
t0o nanels, four liahts boarded up, architrave 
trim, semicircular transom ~~th two 1uarter 
round liqhts, double row semicircular header 
brick arch. 

Seconrl Floor - One semicircular arched window, fixed, two 
rectanrJular lights rind one half-round lir::iht. 
semicircular brick arch, ~oodcn lugsill, ~lain 
>IDoden trim. 

First Floor - Jne large semicircular ard1ed windo~, boarded 
up "'ith vertical boards, rlouble ro1·1 ser:iicircular 
header brick arch, wooden lugsill. 

Second Floor - Une semicircular arched windo~ boarded up, 
semicircular ~Jrick arch, ·.1oorlen lur:1sill. 

First Floor - Three seqmental arched, two sash, double hung, 
4/1 liqht '·1indows decorative 1'/ooden mouldin'J 
ranels, rloullle rcw serimental header brick arches, 
brick slin.sills. 

Second Floor - One semicircular arched window, fixed, two 
rectangular lights, one half-round light, serni­
circ.ilar brick arch, ..iooderi lurJsill, nlain •-.iooden trirn. 



,,not.her sen. la .. 1es [rl,1;:1rd ·:,1l:sh ~iecr1"1r~ '.J --.ric::st ir> 1'J]S ;_ir1:~ ,;:is 

Li·:nr·; ~~f"'.lrd. to rr1i:10 OJ 2t ::;.i~~ .. Jiunor\'. ;~ft.r;r '.Jc co .iin·1 CJ :)i3ho:r .J~ii l~ tf--121"(.~, 

.--1~! ·.13:3 ra'!t~Jr?r-1 1Jv 1·h!' ~\e:~ t_~!-1inr0C' o:rc~ l:.-i:ri~;oner~ 1_;\' t:-iP nr:ur.lr~3 f~r:r"u'.JJ.ic 
Jf C'1i~o f.Jr ua1-:' 1 • '""<::.rs 1mtil '.is r!?lr.?asf' LJL the 2'1': 0f' 7J in 1J7J. 12 

:'als\1' :-; ~3on~:; or=cn:.ic a ~riP:Jt and t .. o uf ~is r~.JU']hters _Jecnr:1e 

Th, ~)econ·J !~;x•ire '.JuildirYJ features t.1elve Sf'illicirculLJr :roodcd 
1 lor:1cr:> .1iti1 1C1[wl :;10uldirv1, ~>ituob;j or: t:1C' ir:hricated slati:' :;an::ard 
r:JOf. V"'ry L.i.r 1y· scrollrc! cor1sol2 ·.irackets ~3U""Ort ti 1e flat raof 
over u~e northC'rn entrance. [L::i':iorate scrolled dou:)le '.Jrad<Pts conner.l 
th'=' arc~;itrave .1ith the soffit; t:;r;se are tri;Jled on the corners of 
Lie uui.Lclirq. Tf1e carria ~e !•Du02 '1a:::; :1cer1 drastical.Ly ulterecl aricJ 
is in :Joor 3!1ap:>. Th» ori1inal rlou:Jlc semicirculcir door"1ays have 
,JW'n rer1laced an•j tf1e DrchPS :Jricked Li'.:• 

The interior of tiir: <niiLlinr~ i•3 dominatf~d '.w a man,nificant 
:,r>irol :;toir.1Ry on t:1» fir::;t cinci spcond fJoors. This :3tuir.13v fra:; 
a lar1P. 'ie<::vil:' orniltP, '~3r>"]C'.i W'.F'l and ornamr'nUi1 brack':"t~~. Jver 
t!1e s:-iiral stoir.1ay is a semicircular stained ']lao;s ~1indu.1 fixed 1»orizonlally 
ir1 the ceilinq. 1'-not:ier unu;;>ual fr::ature uf t:iis 3tair«l8Y is a door 
3;i:J fr enc:> (room lJG) t'lrtt ~ffP curvPd to fit the rour:rlPd '.'1811. Iri 
t:1c first floor central hall i::> C1 snlF~ndi d antir:tJe n ir:>r cii rror .; i th 
r1irffins. This :rnu:_;p ~)CJ3 Cl Ji'!" VClriety of firenlaCPS. eisht in nu:n:io:~r. 

,J,n exarinle of ·1or;d a·faTJtive reuse, thF' huildinri i'.3 o·,1rn:~c1 and 
occur:iied 1JV the 1\lle1an>' Count>' Soard of [ducation .. i!!id1 'JCJu']ht it in 
l'J31. 14 :i,Jthou"'1 the lar'lP 10derr1 ;:Jcl:htio:i to tt1e recir c1f the house 
hus o.iliterat0r1 th~: first floor of the southern facade. rnuch of the 
orirJj nal ap:1earance of the '1ui l :JincJ rP,~1ai r,~,. (The former orcuno11ts 
Jf thi::J i1ouse ~iaVP left '..l L1stin'J irn:irint on ti1e 'lolitical am" rclirdouc> 
.1eritaJe of r-111,~riany Countv.) In ib; nresent use the .lolsh House 
rontinucs its 11~3eful ~;ervice to thn citizens of 2Jle•JGflV '.:'Jt!!',tv Joth 
<JS a <overn;:1ent office and ;:i:> an l1istoric .Lancblark. 

--------------- ------

l. Janes '.'I. Thomas aw:! T.J.C. '.'iilliams, History of . .::\Jlenany Countv. '!arylanrl 
(PhilrnJelrhia: L.P. Tib>1rnrth and Co.·, 1923.) \'ol. I n, 312. 

2. hid 

.5. Harry Ste1r.iaier lr •• ;\Ucuunv County-f'\ Hlstorv (narsuns \'/, Vri: icl'lair1 
Printinn ro .. 1J7l)) -ri. 28.J. Thor1as anrl ;!ifila:1'=>. dis_1:._ory ~i~Ueqany C'_ounty~L:.L 
r 2oll. 

!~. Tho;1c1s nnd ·;/illiar:1s. Hislory of Alle,~any Cot1nty, ~1aryl~!::~· 11. 313. 

5. foirl 

1. Lu.ir!er.,:ilk, :ill H., 'iL,lory uf Cu111>~;rL:iriJ (12ltirc:or,~; f\cgior1al ''u.JlL;:1iriq 
:1J .. lll71) n ,'~3~ ~r;-,.._-rint of t:~t~ lC7G ~:r·~_i_ti::;n. 



l.,. Ju;;:1 T. Sci1Grf. :ii3tory uf .iesterr1 :<Jryland (D11iLJrlel;i:1ici· L.H. Ev:.::rL.3 
Co.:;nrnv. 1282) f'-. 13:/;. 

11. .1i1u's .-l!u ir, . .:..r;1erico (.;/,.'orl·i :.0L1Jles) .,·~;l. _3",_ lJlJ-71 
(-.--· .. ,. ' .,, -r· · 11 1 ' ·:orriui::; :•10 s , 10, _ HC<F;o, .l. J • ri. 2375 

bid. p. 237!i 

13. >r1ealoc;;· !ilc0 .• ~lle1ririy Countv .ii::;turical Socicb' 
i iistory i louse 
Cu .. 1:ic rlnnd. · lciry l an r_1 215 J 2 

14. .C,ller:iany CJUr1ty Lar:d i~ecord::>, Li'...ler l TJ, ~-cliu :.+37. 



Signific:inct? rontinucd for \l aluh House t\L-lV-A-024 

nerved bm terms <.rn tlii:> :laryland Attorney r.eneral. 11 

1\nolher son. Jru11es Ech·Hlrd 1/alsh bccaiit~ a nrieGL in 1915 nnd was 
then sent to China ao a missionary. After bcconii nq n bishop .lhi le there , 
he Has ca'1turcd by the Red Chinese anrl lmprisonerl by the neoplP" l:e[')ubl ic 
of China for many ycors unti 1 his release al the nric of 79 in 1J70. 12 
Ariottrnr of \falsh 'n sunn becrn11c o priest and t.10 uf his riauglltcrs '..lecame 
111 11)$. 13 . 

The Second [mpire building featurei:; L.'lclve s!'micircular hooded 
dormers .1ilh label moulding. situale,J on the imilricaled slat" llansard 
ruof . V~ry larg,.. scrolled con::;ole brackets surrort t.lie flat roof 
over lhe northern cntrnncc. Unl>orate scrolled double bracket::; connecl 
the architrave \1lth the soffil; U'cse arc tripled on the corners of 
lhc L>uild.ina . The carr iar;e liou:;e has been drastically altered and 
is in poor shapP . Thi'? oriqinc:1l douole semicircular doon·1ays iave 
11cen replaced and the arches bricked ur . ..;! 

The interior of the bui l<.lin'J is dominated by il ma<Jnif icfnt 
cpiral clair11fly on thr first mtd s'!cond floors. This stain1ay ha!> 
n large, heavily ornntr. , ranr.Jr.f nr1-1C'l and ornamrnlal bracket,. lvPr 
tile sr>iral stair.toy iG o semicircular stained 9lass winduv1 fixed 11orizonlol ly 
in the ceilinlJ . Another unusual feature of this stairway is a door 
ond framr> (room 1J6) thnt arr. curvPcl to fit the rounded \'iall . In 
the firsl floor central hall in a srlendid antiri1m pier mirror \'lith 
girffinc . Thfo how;r. has a 11i<lc variety of firenlacPs, eight in nu'.:1ber. 

An examnle of 11ood arlar ti VP reuse, the hui ldi nfJ is mined and 
occupied lJy the Allegany County IJoard of Education, 1'lhich l>ou'Jhl it in 
1931. 14 Although the larf)P :nodern addition to the rear of the house 
has ot>literatcd the first floor of the southern facade , much of the 
ori1Jinal nrr.earance of the ;1uil din'] rernnins . (The former oc-cunants 
of this !louse liavP left n lostinr1 imnrint on the nolitical and relinious 
heritage of Allegany County . ) In its nresent use the ,falsh House 
continues its 11seful :>ervice to thr citizens of AJ lc!Jany County both 
us a government office and as an historic lanctnark. 

1. .la.nes ~I. Thomas and T.J . C. Williams. llistory of Allegany County. Maryland 
(Plulauelphia: L. R. Tits110rth and Co . , 1923 . ) Vol. I p . 312 . 

2. Ibid 

J . llarry Stegmaier lr . , AlJcc;any County-A Hlslory (Parsons \•I. Va: l!cClain 
Printinq Co . • 1976) p. 2Rl . Thocms and Willia"~s . History of Allegany County ,!Id 
ri. 260 . 

4 . Thorn<1s and \'lilliarris, llisl_o_EY of Allegany County, tlarylanc_!. ri • . H3. 

5 . lbirl 

G. Thomas an~' \'filliams, llistorv of Alleqany County , Maryland . p . 260-1 

7. Lmulcrmilk, I/ill II., llinl:ory of Cu111burla11d ('1nltimor~: Hcgional Publfahinq 
Co .. 1971) p . 4J4 l?nnrint of ~he 1878 edition. 



0. Steqmaier, Alleqany CounLy-J\ lfi::>tory. p. 283 . 

9 . Thuni~s und \JilliamG , llisto ry of Allcr;any County, !larybnc.J . p • ..SU, 

lU . Julm T. Sd1orf , History of vlcuter11 llaryland (P!iiladclrllia: L .H. Everts 
Co.11p&ny, 1882) p . 1380 . 

11. \Ibo ' s \·Iha in America (.1/\Jorlrf Notables) Vol. 36. 1970-71 
(Mor;iuis IJ110's \·/ho , C'1icn90, Ill.) . p . 2375 

12. Ibid . p . 2371! 

13 . Genealoqy Fllc::J, Allegany County 11.istorical Society 
llistory !louse 
Cu111'.>er land, i lnry land 21'02 

14 . Alleciany County Land Hecords, Liuer 179, Folio 437 . 
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NAME 
C0"4"40N 

Board of Education Building 
ANO· OR HISTORIC: 

B~oo \Ui\sh fuut. . 
LOCATION 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

106- 108 Washington Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Cumberland 
STATE I COOE I COUNTY: I COOE 

Maryland I I Allegany I 
CLASSIFICAT10N 

CATEGORY 
OWNFRSHIP I STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

Distroc t D Building tX Public '® Public Acqui si t i on: Occupied ~ Yes: 

Site 0 Structure r... Private 0 In Process D Unoccupied :::J Restricted ...... 

Object D 
Both 0 Being Considered 0 Preservation work Unrestricted KJ 

In progress 0 No: D 

PRESENT USE (Chock One or /llore as Approprlaro) 

Agricu hurol ~ Government Qt Park 0 Transport& lion 0 Comments 0 
Cornmerclal D Industr1a I D Private Residence 0 Other (Sprclly) 0 
Educational ~ Military 0 Rel..gious 0 
Enterto inment 0 Museum D Scientific 0 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
OWNERS NAME: 

Allegany County 
STREET ANC NUMBER 

CITY OR TOWN: 

I~~::, !lTin 

I COOE 

Cumberland I 
LOCATION OF L EGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE REGISTRY OF' OEEOS ETC 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

Cl TY OR TOWN: I STATE I COOE 

I 
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE: 0" NOMINATED PROPERTY: civy .LOv 

~EPRESENTATJON IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITL.E OF' SURVEY: 

OATE OF SURVEY Federal n Stale 0 County ::J Local 0 
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STREET ANO NUMBER: 
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p. DESCRfPTION 

CONDITION 
(Check One) 

(Check One) (Check One) 
INTEGRITY 

Altered 0 Unaltered XJ Moved 0 Original Site ~ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Board of Education Building of Allegany County 

is a large brick house of 3 storeys, the third storey 

being a mansard roof. There are three round headed dormers 
on the slate covered front slope of the roof and the 
central dormer is the terminal point of a slightly pro­

jecting pavilion which includes the tall second storey 
window below and the main entrance with its double wood 

door, stained glass transom, granite steps and massive 
bracketed porch-like entablature surrounding the doorway. 

On either side of this central projection are two 
shuttered windows on both the first and second storeys; 

these have stone sills and splayed brick lintels. Double 

elaborate scroll brackets form the main cornice. The 
house is set on a high stone basement. The house extends 

some distance to the rear, this part is treated like 

the front. 
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N R. FIELD SHEET 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Pre-Columbian 0 
15th Century 0 

16th Century 0 
17th Century 0 

SPECIFIC DATE(SI (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SI GNI Fl CANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal Education D 
Prehistoric =:=] Engineering 0 
Historic D Industry D 

Agriculture :=J Invention c 
Art Ci Landscape 

Commerce - Architecture D _; 

Communications -, Literature D -
Conservation 

-, Military [J -
Music [] 

18th Century 0 
19th Century [}t 

c 1870~ 

Political D 
Religion/Phi-

losophy 0 
Science 0 
Seu I pture 0 
Social/Human-

itarian D 
Theater =:J 
Transportation 0 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

A L- IV-A -Ol l/ 

20th Century 0 

Urban Planning 0 
Other (Specify) ' 

architecture 
townscape 

A modest but representative example of the Second Empire 

Revival style, the Board of Education Building is an integral 

part (and the largest building) of the row of brick houses 
that runs from the courthouse to Smallwood Street - a rather 
remarkable concentration. Although not Greek Revival like 

the others 106-108 Washington Street is similar in material, 

scale, and so forth. Its use as offices is a good example 

of adaptive preservation. 
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TOWN Cumberlana v1c1N1TY West-side 
STREET No.108 Washington Street 

ORIGINAL OWNER William ~alsb (1828-1892) 
ORIGINAL USE Home 
PRESENT OWN ER Allegany County 
PRESENT usE Offices-Bd • .i:..aucaticn 
WALL CONSTRUCTION Brick 
NO. OF STORIES J 

2. NAME BO.AJi.D OF EliUC.ATidN Wm.Walsh Ho:ne) 

DATE OR PERIOD 1265 
s TYL E Victorian 
ARCHITECT 

BUILDER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC y 
es 

Purchased in 19.36 from heirs of James A. Clark, who had purchased it 
from the heirs of William flalsh in 1895. FamL.y tradition states ths.t Mr. Walsh 
moueled his stately mansion partly from recollections of houses in his native 
Ireland fro~ which he had come when 14 years of age. He refused to give a 

contract--building from day to day with supervision of architect and oY.ner. 

William 11 alsh(l828-1895) was a member of the bar for forty years. fie. 
was twice elcted to Congl_"ess 1874--1876. 

His grandson, James Edward Walsh,b.Apr.30, 1891, bec~e a Bishop of the 

Catholic Church and is held by -~he Communists in China (a T-V r.iovie made of 
his story) 

His grandriaughter, Mary Gertrude Walsh established the first Library 
in Cumber lend, Md., callee the Cumberland Free Public Library in 1924. She 
remaint;d the Librarian when tne City gave the Library to t.he County. She 
served almost forty years. It was after her retirement that a man from the 
Maryland Extension Library Service came in and burned and destroyed thousands 
of books whicn included history, books written by local people, local history 

FB.lllily Bibles, Gifts given in memory of local people, Rare Books, which did ' 

irrevocable harm to the area's education and file of area history. 

BIETEF LP.CE CF EI SHOP J Mi:ES E. WJ~LSH. (over)----

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF oTRUCTURE Endangered 

,.._ 
---- ------ ---~------·--

Smellwood Stree~- ______ _ 

x 
Board of Ed. 

("lvm. Walsh Home 

lnteri or Very Good Exterior .t.xcellent 

X ___ .:_-"---oripinBl locstion Geo.',·,ash~_'lp-ton' s Caoin 

6. ~&8..1~R~l1p8(~1an Optional! Fara de Gro :md (Fort) 7. PHOTOGRAPH 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

IN TE RVI EWS, RE CORDS, PHOTOS, C:TC. 

Jefferson County,Vs..(Vi.Va..) History 
Allegany County, Md. History 
Personal Knowledge 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

Hazel Groves Hansrote(Mrs.l-has.J • .Jr.) 
519 Hill lop Lrive,Cumberland, Md. 

(1st. Ass' t. Libraris..n in 1924 with 
Mary Ci. Walsh-Cumb 1 d Frc:e Pubiic Librar:J 

DATE OF RECORD Qct.17, 1969 
Mem. Md. Hist. Trust. 



WILLIAM 'MLSH--son/Jobn(s __ ah Doran) AL· I\}- A-Cd-'-i 
b. May 11 1828-King' s Co., Ire.:.and;died 1892-lllegany Cc.. .c.y,lild. 

came fro.:n Killennore, Irelo.nd with his mother to Harper's Ferry, Va..(IY.Va.) 
stuoied iaw in Charles Town, Va.(W.Va.) settl~d in Cumberland, Md. 1852. 
MARION SHANEidau/John(;targeret Ways) of Cumberland, Md. 

d. 894 
m.. 1858 

ch: 6 d. inf. 

iil e.ry Wal sh, d. young 
Clara Theresa Walsh (Peter J. Seaver) 

b. Nov. 17, 1867 
William Edward Walsh (Mary Concannon) 

b. June 25, 1860 

WILLI.Ai\i EDVi.AF.L WALSH, son/william (Marion Shane} 
b.June 25, 1860 g.son/John(Sarah 1oran} 

M~Y CO~CANNON, of Louisiana 

rn. 1889 

•• Allegany County, Md ••••• 

ch: Willi&m Concannon Walsh(Sarah Elizabeth Nee) m. 1929 
b. Apr. 2, 1890(serveci as Att•y Gen. of Md.) 

James .Edward l\alsh . · · 

b.Apr. JO, 1891 (became Catholic Bishop--held in China) 

Rev. John Walsh (Maryknoll--Catholic Foreign Mission} 

Mary Gertrude ilalsb 
b.1896 (City then County Libra±ian ) 

Margaret Walsh 
Marion Walsh 

Josephine Wa.J.sh (Nun) 

Elizabeth ••6.lsh (Nun) 
Julia· ••alsh (Frank Werner) 

••• Allegany County, Md •••.• 

from--Hazel Groves Hansrote records in Genealogy l"ile at HistoryHouse. 

L~PIO •• 
BIO::EOP WALSH RELEAS;,~ EY co~.:. n:aSTS IN CHINA ( J~JL"r) 
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1. STATE Karyland~ 

couNTY Allegany 
TOWN Cumberland v1c1N1TY 

STREET N0.1QSL..)e;j-,,(l6f'-Y' '.::."hcef-

ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE 

PRESENT OWN ER 

PRESENT USE 

WALL CONSTRUCTION 

NO. OF STORIES 

HISTORIC AIJ.ERICAN BUILD! NGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY At: '(f 
2· NAME Walsh House 

DATE OR PERIOD 

STYLE 

ARCHITECT 

BUILDER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION 'OPEN TO PUBLIC 

(}-3B.) Falsh House 

This beautiful home at 108 Washington Street was built in 1865 for the 
Honorable William Walsh, a member of the Allegany County Par Association for 
forty years and twice elected to Congress (1874-1876). A native of Ireland, 

J Hr. 1·1alsh modeled the stately mansion after some he recalled from his 
J childhood. The woodwork in the hcuse is magnificent and the circular staircase 

is quite striking. The building is well restored and has been the main office 
of the Allegany County Board of Education since 1936. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TRUCTURE Endangered Interior Exterior 

Source: Historic Landmarks in Allegany County· a staff 
report by the Allegany CoW1ty Planning & Zonin~ Commission, 
Cumberland, Maryland, Jan. 1965 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Pion Optional) 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, !:TC. 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

DA TE OF RE CORD 

----·-----



TITLE SEARCH 

Walsh House (Allegany County Board of Education) 
AL-IV-A-024 

Allegany 
Grantee: 
Grantor: 

Notes: 

County Deed: Liber 179, Folio 437 
Board of Education of Allegany County Maryland Date: December 30, 1937 
Safe Deposit & Trust Company et al - (settle estate of James Clark) 
Consideration: $18,500 

Lo ts 64 and 30 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 77, Folio 12 
Grantee: James Clark Date: April 17, 1895 
Grantor: William E. Walsh et al (Son and Daughter) Consideration: $20,000 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 23, Folio 556 
Grantee: William Walsh Date: December 16, 1865 
Grantor: Walter Gwynn et ux Consideration: $3,000 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 18, Folio 86 
Grantee: Walter Gwynn et ux Date: May 5, 1859 
Grantor: Henry Bruce et al Consideration: $25,000 
Notes: This lot was part of the sale - No house on it 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 16, Folio 5 
Grantee: Henry Bruce Date: March 28,1856 
Grantor: Perry Shultz - Sheriff (for Robert Swar) Consideration: $8 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 5, Folio 742 
Grantee: Robert Swan and John Swan Date: June 17, 1850 
Grantor: Charles F. B. Swan Consideration: $10 
Notes: All thr~are brothers Sons of Robert Swan who died 1835 

Allegany County Deed: Liber IJ and K, Folio 173 
Grantee: Robert Swan Date: April 1, 1817 
Grantor: Roger Perry Consideration: $600 
Notes: This property goes back to 1806 when additionill city lots of Cumberland 

were surveyed. 



WALSH HoUS~ 
WASHINGTON 5~£E.T 
CuMBE.RlANj), MD 

AL-- I\}- rl -0 ; ~f 

p.t: 
J 

ORIGINAL FIRST ~lOOR 
_. ___ . _______ J>L&L. ____________ ·-~-.lN...S.lA~ r:. 

- I 
___ .,_. - - ~- -- ·---------- -~: ___________ l ______ -------~-- ------ --~ _____ _L ________________ ·:__ - - -- -· - ·- . 



Site No.: Al-IV-024 
Allegany County Board of Education Building 
Walsh House 
106-108 Washington Street 

Map of .Gity of Cumberland, 
Allegany Co. , Ma:rxland 

Charles R. Nuzum, City Engineer 
revised 1971 
scale: 

( 

l 
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