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[1. NAME ' '

€ OMMON:

Western Maryland Railway Station

AND OR HISTORIC!
Same

(2._LOCATION -

BTREET AND NUMBER:

Canal Street

CITY OR TOWN:
Cumberland

co

Sixth

NGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:

STATE

Maryland

CODE

24

COUNTY:

COVE

001

Allegany

[3. CLASSIFICATION L

... CATEGORY
’ (Check One)

OWNERSHIP

ACCESSIBLE

STATUS TO THE PUBLIC

MY Diswier  (X) Building |[ Public

[ site .« ] Sructure IB Private
O Object [ Both

Public Acquisition:
7] In Process

K] Being Considered

Yes:
£ Restricred

{1 Unrestricred
{3 Ne

X} Occupied
{71 Unoccupied

{J Preservation work
in progresr

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

(7J Government
3 Industrial

(J Military
[0 Museum

] Agriculturel
[ Commerciol
] Educational

] Entertainment

{7] Park

[ Privote Residence
[C] Religious

{7} Scientific

ix} Transportation 2] Comments

Ba O'l:\ov *(Speclty)
offices

=

f4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

&
OWNER'S NAME:

Western Maryland Railway

Jivis

STREET AND NUMBER:

Western Maryland Railway Station, Canal Street

CITY OR TOWN:
Cumberland

pueiAiegp

STATF: roor

{5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Maryland 24

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Allegany County courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:
Prospect Square

=u.~nc:!

Auedaty

CtTYy OR TOWN:

Cumberland

STATE

|6 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

Maryland 24

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Maryland Register of llistoric Sites and Landmarks

DATE OF SURVEY: ]Q73

[} Federal

[C] County C} Leecal

OEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
Maryland Historical Trust

k} S'ite

433Vt » =403

STREET AND NUMBER:

2525 Riva Road

CITY OR TOWN:

Annapolis

STATFK: cans -~ |
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~ ' [7_ DESCRIPTION _

o (Chock One)
- . (C] Excelient kx Good [71 Fair ("] Deterictated 7] Ruins [2) Unexposed j
CONDITION = — - .
(Check One) {Chock Ono) .
’ ¢ [C1 Alterod %3 Unaltered 71 Moved £ Original Sire }

DESCRIDE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (1 known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Western Maryland Railway Station is located at the southern end of
Canal Street on the east bank of the mouth of Wills Creek in Cumberland,
Maryland.

The station is a frank, straightforward, commercial style building which
expresses the architectural functionalism of the turn of the century. The
brick structure is nine bays long and three narrower bays wide. It is two
monumental stories tall on the west facade and three stories on the cast
with dormers in the hip roof. A massive, modillioned cornice encircles the
structure. Three dormers are located directly over the three central bays
on the longer facades. There is a dormer over the second and eighth bay.

A pair of chimneys protrude from the east and west sides of the roof; each
pair flanks the three dormers. The shorter, three bay facades have one
dormer over the central bay. '

Each bay is defined by a segm®ntally arched recessed panel which extends
from the ground to the top story. Within each panel on the first floor is a
rectangular, three-part window with three transoms. The top story, three-
part windows have transomS which follow the segmentally arched panel. The
three bay facades have similarly shaped, two part windows in each bay.

A band of decorative brick encircles the structure below the cornice.
Brick disks regularly interrupt the band, defining each bay.

A one story porch runs along the west facade and extends out toward the
tracks.

The station is located on the site of the western terminus of the C § 0
Canal.

The Western Maryland Railway is currently using it -for offices,
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" [SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (chack One or More aa Appropriato)

INSTRUCTIONS*

SEE

O Pre-Columbian’ ] 16th Century {71 18th Century {3 20th Century
[ 15tk Century {3 17th Century 71 19th Contury . .
SPECIFIC DATEI!S) (If Applicable and Known) 191%
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check Onc or More as Appropriate) '
Abor iginal . {7} Education 7] Political {.] Urban Planning
(] Prehistoric " [7] Engineering [_] Religion Phi. 1 Other (Spucity)
, [7]1 Histeric ) Industry losophy
] Agriculture (7] Invention || Science
. (] Architecture {7] Londscape [T Seulpture
O At Architecture Cj Secral.'Humon-
[0 Commerce 21 Literature itarian
O Communications [} Milirary [7] Theater
[C] Conservation - 7] Music [,e Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Western Maryland Railway Station is an important commerical
structure in Cumberland a town whose 19th century prosperity depended
largely on railroads. With the demolition of the B § O'Railroad's Queen
City Hotel, Cumberland's physical ties with its railroad oriented past
have diminished leaving the Western Maryland Railway as the sole major

. depot. ‘

The Western Maryland Railway Station dates from 1913 the peak of
American railroads' power. Its monumental scale and commanding, if
restrained, exterior express both the company's success and the central
importance of Cumberland in the railroad system. The Western Maryland
Railroad received its charter in 1852. Fifty years later the company
underwent a major reorganization under the control of the Gould railroad
interests. With new leadership and with out-of-state capital the rail-
road reached Cumberland in 1906 and anlensville, Pennsylvania, six
years later. The town was the western terminus of a branch of the New
York Central which had direct connections with Pittsburgh and with
Chicago. In 1923 the Western Maryland purchased the Georges Creek and
Cumberland Railroad in order to obtain its right of way through the
Narrows and thereby provide an easier grade around the mountains. The
purchase also included a site on the Potomac River at the mouth of Wills
Creek. 1In this picturesque river valley the railroad constructed the
station.

During the first half of the twentieth century Cumberland was
the most important sto? on the Western Maryland Railway system bhetwecen
Chicago and Baltimore ° largely because the West Virginia railroad
system intersected the Western Maryland at Cumberland. The railroad
reiterated the importance of Cumberland in the architectural pretensions
of their 1913 depot.

1 James W. Thomas and T. J. C. Williams, Mistory of Allegany County
Maryland, reprint, Baltimore, 1969, I, 273.
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- {9.- MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Hansrote, Hazel Groves., Research Notes. Allegany County survey file.
1 Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis, Maryland.

Thomas, James W. and T. J. C. Williams. History of Allegany County, Marylandi
2 vols. reprint. Baltimore: Regional Publishing Company, 1969.

{10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA -

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITDE éoén'omsTss
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PRorerTy |0 DEFINING THu LENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
—R LOF LESS THAN TEN ACRES . . . |
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degress Minutes Seconds
NW -] . - o ' » [+] ’ . o * [
. (-] . - o . » 3
NE |- i ; o 5 p “
SE -] ’ » -] . ’ - 39 38 58' 78 45 49.5 .
_SW Q [ " O . .
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: One -
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY cope m
. m
’ STATE: CODE | COUNT)Y: cODE
-—
o STATE: CODE COUNTY: [4-~11% z
w
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: coobe i
. Q
[11. FORM PREPARED BY R -
NAME AND TITLE:
Nancy Miller, Histrian
ORGANIZATION DATE —f
Maryland Historical Trust -
STREET AND NUMBER: o
2525 Riva Road - -
CITY OR TOWN: STATE cobe
Annapolis, Maryland w

w Date
| Name b A.Q()/\/\ do | OW(‘ L rreers
Orlando Ridout, IV )
Title iaj Ffi

B Keeper of The National Regiater

4 Maryland

- Date . Date
’ ‘ GPO 931.894

UZ. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERT!F!CAHON

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATYION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
rvaluated according to the c-iterla and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
National (7] State Local [‘_]

The recommended

=

'l . t e

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

Nanonal Register

Director, Oftice of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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