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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Allegany 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 
ENTRY DATE 

' (Type all entries · complete npplicable sections) 

11. NAME . 
COM"40N: 

Western Maryland Railway Station 
ANO- O" HllTORICI 

same 
(2. ~OCAT!Oti ·. 

I ·~-T~~ NUMBER: 

Canal Street 
CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL. DISTRICT: 

Cumberland Sixth 
STATE I CODE COUNTY: I COUit 

Maryland I -''+ Allegany I 001 
f3. CLASSIFICATION '' 

,, CATEGORY 
OWNE'RSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 
(Ch•d One) TO THE PURLIC 

"'EJ Ol1tric:t (ii Building r· Public: Public: Ac:qui sitlon: lil Oc:c:upied Yn: 

0 Site 0 Structure ID. Private Cl In Process 0 Unoccupied Kl Rntricted 
I 

,, 0 Obje~t lo Both ~ Being Considered 0 Preservation work 0 UnresfTicted 

In pro11rel' 0 No 

F>R.E.SE .. T ~SE (Chee I< One or More•~ Approprl11tr) -
1 0 Agricultwral 0 Government [] Pork lil Transportation 0 C:o111111ent1 

0 Ca111merc:ial 0 Industrial 0 Private Residence liJ Other "(Specify) 

CJ Educational 0 Military 0 Religious offices -
:::J Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Scientific 

-----·~--
-~··· 

''· OWNER OF PROPERTY j-' ·.~ . .. 
--- ·- -OWNER'S NAME: .. 

-· ~ Western Maryland Railway ,,. 
SU .. 

STREET AND NUMBER: ~ "' 
Western Maryland Railway Station, Canal Street -Ill 

Cl TV OR TOWN: 51ATf" r:oo .. = ~ 
Cumberland Maryland 24 

15. LOCATION OF 1:-EGAL DESCRIPTION 
. --

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC: " > (l 

Alle(!anv Countv courthouse c - z 
ITREET ANO NUMBER: .... .. .,, ... 

Prospect Square oa 
CITV OR TOWN: STATF. CODI: ~ 

Cumberland Marv land 24 
(6. R~l>~ESf:~J.A·TIQN IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

-
TITLE OF SURVEY: "' 

Marv land Rei:dster of Historic Sites and Landmarks .. 
11 

" 1973 0 Federal fl State 0 County L:I 1.ocol ' 0 DATE OF SURVEY: 
~ :u ·-DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: .. c z .: ~ 

Maryland Historical Trust m V' 

.. I c: 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

,, , ... 
"' 2525 Riva Road ~ 

CITY OR TOWN: 

· lsTA,~;irylanu ~~~- -- ,. 
-< 

Annapolis " 21'\ __ .. --------- -- --- - ---- - . 
" 

'- -· 
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AL- tv-A-Od.1 

(t:: DESCRl;P.nON .. _ . ___ -----·-·-~·-·- -·----- ---·--------------

} 

(C.:/1ucl< On") 

(Clr.,c-k 011<') (Choclc Ono) . 

., I . . Cl Excellent J.>1, Good 0 Fair [_J o., .... iorat .. d r~l Ruins r:i Une•paHd 
CONDITION A ------ ~ ---·--·--·--· 

• 0 Alletod fl Unalterod n Moved fl Orl9inol S11 .. 
CESCAIBE THE PRE~AND -0RiG1NAL (IT1<nol\',;).;~·.,.s1c.AL APPEAR·A-~CE-----------------4 

The Western Maryland Railway Station is located at the southern end of 
Canal Street on the east bank of the mouth of Wills Creek in Cumberland, 
Maryland. 

The station is a frank, straightforward, commercial style building which 
expresses the architectural functionalism of the turn of the century. ThC' 
brick structure is nine bays long and three narrower bays wide. It is two 
monumental stories tall on the west facade and three stories on the cast 
with dormers in the hip roof. /I. massive, modillioned cornice encircles the 
structure. Three dormers arc located directly over the three central uays 
on the longer facades. There is a dormer over the second and eighth bay. 
A pair of chimneys protrude from the east and west sides of the roof; each 
pair flanks the three dormers. The sho_;rter, .three .. bay facades. have one 
dormer over the central bay. · · 

Each bay is· defined by a segm:ental ly arched recessed panel which extend~ 
from the ground to the top story. Within each panel on the first floor is u 
rectangular, three-part window with three transoms. The top story, thrcc
part windows have transoms which fo I low the segmentally arched panel. The 
three bay facades have similarly shaped, two part windows in each bay. 

A band of decorative brick encircles the structure below the cornice. 
Brick disks regularly interrupt the band, defining each bay. 

A one story porch runs along the west facade and extends out toward the 
trac.J-s. 

The statiqn is located on the site of the western' terminus of the C & 0 
Canal. 

The Western Maryland Railway is currently using it" ·for offices. 
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f'. SIGNIFICANCE 

.. ' 

PERICO (Check 09e or Moree• Approprlnto) 

0 Pre.Columbian: 0 16th Century 

0 15tl1 Century D 17th Century 

[_l 18th C~ntury 

[_""I 19th Contury 

•. GCJ 20th Centvry 

1~~~~------~------~~~~----~----~~-~-~~-~~~--~~~~~~~~~---j 
SPECIFIC OATEISI (If Appllc11blo and Known) 101 't 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Chock One or Moro"" Appr<>T>tllllO) 

. 

Abor iginol 

D Prehistoric 

[] Historic 

[J Agriculture 

0 Architecture 

0 Art 

0 Commerce 

0 Commvnlcotiona 

0 Conservotion 

[] Education 

Cl Engineering 

Ll Industry 

,-] ln•·entlon 

0 Landscape 

Architecture 

Cl Literoture 

['_J Military 

IJ Music 

1.-1 Political 

[_I Rcligian'Phi. 

losophy 

1· I Science 

Cl Sculptur" 

LI Soc1aL'Humon· 

itorian 

1-:I Theater 

I_ l Urban Planning 

Cl Other (.!irurlt\•l 

IX Transportot1on 

!----------~--~----------~~----~---------~----~----~~~~--~--~~~~~~~' 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE j 

The Western Maryland Railway Station is an important conunerical 
structure· in Cumberland a town whose 19th century prosperity depended 

' largely on rai 1 roads. With the demolition of the B & 0' Rail road's Queen 
City Hotel, Cumberland's physical ties with its railroad oriented past 
have diminished leaving the Western Maryland Railway as the sole major 
depot. 

The Western Maryland Railway Station dates from 1913 the peak of 
American railroads' power. Its monumental scale and commanding, if 
restrained, exterior express both the company's success and the central 
~mportance of Cumberland in the railroad system. The.Western Maryland 
Railroad received its charter in 1852. Fifty years later the companr 
underwent a major reorganization under the control of the Gould railroaJ 
interests. With new leadership and with out-of-state capital the rail
road reached Cumberland in 1906 and CnEensville, Pennsylvania, six· 
years later. The town was the western 'terminus of a branch of the New 
York Central which had direct connections with Pittsburgh and with 
Chicago. In 1923 the Western Maryland purchased the George~ Creek anJ 
Cumberland Railroad in order to obtain its right of way through the 
Narrows and thereby provide an easier grade around the mountains. The 
purchase also included a site on the Potomac River at the mouth of Kills 
Creek. In this picturesque river valley the railroad constructed the 
station. 

During the first half of the twentieth century Cumberland was 
the most important sto~ on the Western Maryland Railway system between 
Chicago and Baltimore largely because the West Virginia railroad 
system intersected the Western Maryland at Cumberland. The railroad 
reiterated the importance of Cumberland in the architectural preten~ion!' 
of their 1913 depot. 

l James W. Thomas and T. J. C. Williams, History of Allega~founty 
Maryland, reprint, Baltimore, 1969, I, 273 . 
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f Ii.- MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Hansrote, Hazel Groves, Research Notes. Allegany County survey file. 
' Maryland Historical Trust, Annapolis, Maryland. 
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110. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA - .. 
1..ATITUDE AND L t)NGITUOE COORDINATES 

0 
'-'TITUl"F .. NI:' 1..C'NGIT'JDE cOOROIN .. T .. $ 

OE.FINING .. RECTANGLE 1..0CATING THE l'ROr.>FRTY DEFINING THL '-t..NT.::R l'OIN1 OF A PMOPERTY 

·- R-·· _pF_l..E!>S THAN Tl;:N ACfUU - -
CORNER 1..ATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE 1..0NQI TUOIE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 . 0 . 0 . . 0 . • 
NE 0 . 0 . 

• I• " 39 38 S8·s 78 45 49.S 
I 

SE 0 . . 0 . . 
C:.\11 g . . Cl . ·-

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: One 
ILIST "''-'-STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNOARIEI 

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 

ST-"TE1 COOE COUNTJY: CODE 

STATE! CODE COUNTY: C:ODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: C:DOE 

[.11. FORM PREP"REO BY 
. 

·~· .. ·. ~ .,\ 

NAME ANO TITLE: 

Nancv Miller. Histrian 
ORGANIZATION IO~TE 

Maryland Historical Trust 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

2525 Riva Road .- ; ,. 
"I .. 

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE 

Annapolis, Maryland 
2'1 

IJ2. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAl ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- I ' ''· 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included In the 

89-065), I hereby nominate thls property for inclusion Netiona l Register ... 
in the Nntional Register and certify that it has been 

'T "valuated accord Ina tu thlf c;o·ltetla 1md ptoceru tes 11et 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 
Director, Ofllre of ArcheoloQy end Hlatorlc Pree•rvetlon 

National 0 State 0 Local [] 

o&c.vV\cOo 
. " . 

I 

/~~ 
I D·J!e 

Name 
IU .. 

Orlando Ridout, IV ATTEST: 

Title State Liaison Officer for 
Keeper of Tl1e National Relll1tter 

Maryland 
-· Date Date 

GPO UhllU 
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1. STATE Maryland 
COUNTY Allegany 
TOwN Cumbe rlandv1c1N 1TY 
~Ji\Tf~bre at Canal Street 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE 

PRESENT OWN ER 

PRESENT USE 

WALL CONSTRUCTION 

NO . OF STORIES 

Gone 

~ L-W-A-u ': rJ 
HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILD! NG6 ~URVE.Y \/";J 

INVENTORY /1- f- - 0 \l 

2. NAME RAILROAD STATION-- (Union) 
W.Va.Centr8l;Pen~.RR; George's CrEek 

DATE oR PERIOD 1AR7 & Pittsburgh RR 
STYLE ~ 

ARCHITECT S\Tt.1 
BUILDER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

•·NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE ANO DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 

A UNION STATION CO!~SISTING OF 

WEST VIRGI .IA CEhTRAL RAILROAD 
GEORGE'S CREEK RAILROAD 
FE -Jr,.SVLVANT.A RAH ROAD 
PITTSbURGH RAILROAD 

WAS BUILT Aug. 31, 188'7 AT COFNER OF BALTIMORE &. CANAL STREETS, 

CU~ERLAND, MARYLAND . 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF HRUCTURE Endangered 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 

O. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author. Title, Paves) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, !:TC. 

Picture--Transportation Room, 
History House. 
Ratlroad History--Allegany Go. 

(undated clipping) 

Interior E xterlor 

7-PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

Hazel Groves liansrote,Cbairman 

S
MET-A llep:any County Comm. and 
ec.-Preservatio~ Society 

DATEOFRECORO Mar. 25 . 1970 
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