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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

Al-IV-063 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

llCfi'AMt····· ···> ·. .:/:. .: ·: 
·.· . : • ... -.... 

.. ·•· .. ·.·. ··:·::.:• : .··· •· .. •· .. 

COMMON: 

Schwarzenback Building 
ANDIOR HISTORIC: 

12. LOCATION :· 
: .• 

: .· : 
: . : : . . •·.· .. .. 

STREET ANC' NUMBER: 

128-132 Baltimore Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Cumberland 
5TATE 

lcouN~~legany 
Marv land 

13. CLASStFICATfOK 
~ : >> <::...::::.• ... ··: .. •.··: ·····•:·./: /<,• .. >< \\): 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 District ~ Building 0 Public Public Acquisition: Kl Occupied Yes: 

0 Sit• 0 Structure ex Private 0 In Process D Unoccupied 0 Restricted 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered 0 Pruervation work 0 Unrestricted 

in progress j[] No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or Mora as Appropriate) 

0 Agricultural 0 Government 0 Park 0 Transportation 0 Comments 

XJ Commercial D Industrial 0 Private Residence 0 Other (Spaclly) 

0 Educational 0 Military 0 Religious 
,--, 

Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Scientific >--J 

bl. OWNER OF PROPER.TY . •::• .. ·: /:•::<·:: •:: .. .· •· 
. . .< ... :.> :::..·· .. :.:::•:::: 

uWNER's NAME: 

William R. Carscaden, Trustee, % George A. Schwarzenback 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

~19 Washin.,gi;on Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

1

5

;;;.land Cumberland 
l5· LOCATION OF i;ti'G°Ai DESCRIPTJON 

· ... 
:.•/./:::::···· .:.::. .. •.:• >:· \ .: ••. • •• \:'i·J~~ 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC: 

Allegany County Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

30 Washington Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

ls:~land Cumberland 
ritle Reference of Curr~nt n., .. ,,.r'l ( Bnnk & Pa. i) ~ hS7-7l.2 

i~~ ·~~Jj.$;f:~t~'fl- lN .EXlSTIMQ SURVEY$ .···' / ................ ~ ;• 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

DATE OF SURllEY: 0 Federal D State 0 County 0 Local 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 'STATE: 

PS-709 



CONDITION 
0 Excellent 

QJ Altered 

Qg Good O Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Uncltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
OESCRIEIE THE PRESENT, ~D ORIGINAL. (if known) PHYSICAi. APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 ·UnexpoHcl 

(Check One) 

0 Moved 0 Original Site 

Located at 128-130 Baltimore Street, the Schwarzenback· :Building stands 
on the northerly side of Baltimore Street, near the middle of the block 
formed by Centre and George Streets, in the central business district of 
Cumberland, Allegany County. 

The building is an early twentieth century masonry structure with 
three stories plus a mansard and has a commercial front on the street 
level, a set of five double casement windows on the second and third 
floor, and four large dormers with double-hung wooden sashes with one­
over-one lights and segmental pediments in the mansard. The commercial 
front consists of a center entrance with large display windows, one of 
which is an island, and, judging from a circa 1923 photograph of the 
building, may be original although the area directly above with the 
"Schwarzenback's Since 1869 11 in applied letters dates from the past 
decade. The spandrel area between the second and third floors appears 
to be decorated with iron panels with five circles spaced evenly across 
the length. Above the third floor windows is a series of five arches 
in iron. The cornice consists" of a large shelf-like form with scroll 
brackets, one at each end. Below the brackets are large decorative stone 
sculptures. The corners of' the building are made of dressed stone. 
The mansard roof is covered with slate shingles laid in a diamond pattern. 

The building, occupied solely by Schwarzenback's clothing store, 
appears to be structurally sound. 
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PERIOD (Checl< One or More ae Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

O 1 Sth Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC OATEISJ (If Applicable and Known) c. 1912 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More •• Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 0 E_ducation 0 
0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 0 
0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 lnventi on 0 
OCI Architecture 0 Landscape 0 
0 An Architecture 0 
ca Commerce 0 literature 

0 Comm uni coti ons 0 Military 0 
0 Conservation 0 Music 0 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

D 18th Century 

0 19th Century 

Politiccil 
-

Religion/Phi-

losaphy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia I/Human• 

itarian 

Theater 

Transportation 

OCJ 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

Tradition says that the SchwarzenbackBuilding was erected for 
George Schwarzenbac~ (1847-19--) and his son, John Schwarzenbacrq 
who conducted a clothing store in Cumberland under the name of 
Schwarzenbac~and Son. The firm moved into the building at 128-132 
Baltimore Street in 1912. (History of Allegany County, p.719) 

Architecturally, this building is unusual for Cumberland. Most 
of the buildings that still stand along Baltimore Street, the principal 
business street, show a strong Romanesque influence in the arcaded 
facades. The Schwarzenbac~ Building is more Beau-.Arts or classically 
influenced although it contains an arcaded effect above the third floor 
windows, almost hidden below the cornice. The bold mansard roof, the 
type of sculpture below the brackets, the segmental pediments on the 
dormers gives the building a stronger Beaux-Arts feel than one of the 
Romanesque. 

w The Schwarzenbac~ firm was founded in 1869 by George Schwarzenbach, 
vi a German emigrant. His son John joined the business about 1888, 

(Biographies of father and son are available in History of Allegany 
County (1923), pages 718-720.) 

Note: An early photograph of the building can be found in 
History of Allegany County between pages 120 and 121. The 
photograph is not dated. 

PS- 709 



••oV•- u~,014'tJIUOGRAPFUCAL ffEFER~NCES .: . :-:•·\ ······:··>·-,, ;·:·:· /'·><::: __ ·····., ':- ..:::.-.:.: •. ,:_:?'•::::•._:" •:c:•·:::/.: .. ·:•:: ::•" <::--·._,,. •.. •·i'• 

Allegany County Land Records, Courthouse, Cumber land, MD. 

Thomas, James w. and T.J.C. Williams. Histo!Z of Allegany Count;y:, 
MaE;Y:land, 2 vol. N .C.: L.R. Titsworth & Co., 1923. 

[10. GEOGRAPHtC>.L DATA 
LATITUDE AND 1-0NGITUDE COORDINATES I LATITUDE ANp LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

.:... 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CE'\ITER POl"-;T OF A PROPERTY 

R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES 

GORN ER LA.TITUDE LONGITUDE C-ATITUDE LONGITUDE -
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 
NE 0 . 0 . 
SE 0 . 0 . 
~w 9 . 0 . . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINA.TED PROPERTY: 

Acreage Justification: 

I 
I The 
' 

property measures approximately 43' x 170'. (tax map) 
I 

I Histo!Z of Allegany Count~ records the building as measuring 

! 
44' x 180 1 • 

-

hL FORM PREPARED BY >( ... ·• ... :.:·· 
NAME A.ND TITLE: 

Ronald L. Andrews, Historic Site Survey 
ORGANIZATION 

IDA~;/2/74 Tri-County Council for Western Mar:vland, Inc. 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Al.!ronauin Motor Inn. Suite SlO 
CITY OR TOWN: 'STA TE I - . •l .,.,,,,:i Ma.,...rl .,,,,.,:i 

~ State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National D State 0 Local 0 

Signature 
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