
:\L-IV-.-\-n7 r; 
r:ardon Pause (Historv House) 
'.?lP \'ashinqton Street 
rurnherland, !1ar:1anrl 
1Ph7 

In 1867 the locally nrominent huilder 

.lohn \fal ton completerl U1is Seconrl rrnni re h0trne 

for .losiah Han~~e r,orrlon. · 1r. Gorrlon was one 

of t~P mernhPrS of the State Senate arrested 

and imnrisonerl bv Federal troons for consider-

ino the riuestion of 'larv land's secession from 

the 1 1nion. In later years he \·1as riresirient 

fa the [hesaneake and Ohio ranal romnanv anrl 

an ~ssnciate .lurlrie. The lar1e house has twelve 

neriimenteri dormers. It is currentlv a museum 

or.ernlPrl hv the :\l lenanv Countv llistorical Societv. 

,\ v1alled qarden and carri;:ine house nreallv en-

h;:ince the beautv of the huilrlin1. 
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II DESCRIPTION 
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_FAIR 
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CHECK ONE 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Gordon House (History House) is located at 218 Washinaton 
Street, Cumberland, Maryland. 

The buildinq now basicallv consists of a two and one half story, 
six bay wide, irreaular rectanaular structure. \fall construction is 
brick laid in american common bonrl usino random variations. Wall features 
include a wooden belt course around the oriqinal buildina. Another wall 
feature is repointinri. The buildino is supoorted by a hiqh, stone founda
tion of rock-faced coursed ashlar bond. A cappinri of smooth-facerl cut 
stone blocks are located on the northern and western foundation sides. 
Water table is beveled. The roof is Mansard and covered with rectanoular 
slate shinales. Eaves of the roof are in two sets. !loper set consists 
of a cornice, frieze and berl mouldinq. Corner boards meet the bed mould
inq at riqht anoles on corners (decorative wooct.-tork here) and runs down 
to band moulrlinq. Tin band mouldina between the roof and lower eaves 
acts as flashinq. The lower eaves consist of a boxed cornice, soffit, 
frieze and bed mouldinq. Approximately one foot below this frieze is where 
the wooden belt course is located.Built into the sides of the roof are 
twelve dormers, all with windows. (Five rlormers are laraer with double win
dows with mullion). Dormers are qabled with trianaular pediment and three 
part entlillature with cientils. Sides of rlormers have slate siding. Sides 
of the fronts of the dormers feature decorative woocien mouldinq. Trim 
alonq the windows are d1amfered. There are five brick chimneys, all 
oriqinal, four with corbeled caps, one with chimney hood. All chimneys 
are located interior. 

A two story frame addition with aluminum sidinq, shed roof with tar 
and asphalt paper, (parapet on eastern side) is located on the eastern 
facade. 

The main entrance is }orated on the northern facade featurinq a 
three part entablature with dentils, shoulders and a recessed two liqht 
plain rilass transom with chamfered trim. Also featured are double doors 
of vertical boarrls, pointerl corner blocks and two recessed architrave 
panels with raised interiors on each. First floor has three double hunq, 
four-over-six liaht french winrlows with roll mouldinri anrl stone lu~sills. 
Two windows have shutter hinges. Also on this floor are two double hunq, 
four-over-four liriht winrtows with roll mouldinq, fixed louvered shutters 
and stone luosills. Second floor has five double hunq, four-over-four 
liriht winrlow~ with roll moulrlinq and stone lurisills. Located in the dormers 
on. the second and a half floor are four double hunq. two-over-two liqht 
winrlows, two of which are in pair in the same rlormer with mullion. 

Eastern facade has onA c~sement, basement window of two lights, 
with a stone slipsill, that swinas in. First floor porch windows are 
one double hunq, four-over-four liaht winrlow with ro' l mouldinq, wooden 
slipsil 1, lintel anrl one double hunf1, narrow, two-over-two light winrlow 
with roll mouldinq, stone lUflsill and shutter hinqes. Other windows on 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC __ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION _LAW 

_1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_1600-1699 ~RCHITECTURE -EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_1700-1799 __ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

! 1800-1899 -COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_ 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY XPOLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY! 

SPECIFIC DATES 1867 BUILDER/ARCHITECT John B. Wal ton 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Josiah i1ance Gordon ,;as frnrn in Fran1-dir1 County, Pennsy lvanic. ir1 the y2cir 
l~Ho. Little is kr10"m ahout nis cr;ildi·,ouJ. 111 12.'.f2 he i:1oved lo Cu:1'J8rL:.nci 
ai-~J ~1c~~a11 Lu stuJy la\·1 undGr ti:e fir:u of .:ci\&iJ c1n.:_~ ';cl<ai~1. T:-;ree y~ur::> 

later ln 1845 he 1;1as <:dr.itted to tf1e t.rnr and begnn to :nactice la\'1. 
In 1049 rie L1<1I'ri2rl Cothcrir1e um:ic.tugl1 by n;:_Jif! he hucl b10 c'1ildren, 
;~o'.Jcrt c;nd Helen. 

In 1S56 i ir. :;ordor1 \JaS sleeted States ,.'\t torney for ;:,lleqany 
County. 'iy 1::;59 ~e 1vas Alle9any County's State Senator. He '.las still 
a rne1.i:-:ier of t~1e le0islature v1hen U:e Civil dor !)e1an in 1261. l;i 
Septe.;L12r of l!i&t yeur c:..n c,.i,_· rgcncy ;neetin1 of the Lec;L;lature '.·las 
calle~. The ~rou'l :1et in :-re•:Jerick in order to vote on the questio;1 
of secession. OurinJ the ;11eetirq '~orr:'on, alon:3 ·r1ith a ,,_;1 ,'1er of the 
uth2r le1islators, 'IFlS arreste~ l:ly Yonkee soldiers anJ char:~;ed v1ith 
1-:,c;ir,1 a secessionist. He 1-1as taken to Fort 'lonroe, VirQinia ',;here 
he 1as i.nprisonccl. 

TV10 ye ors after ti 1e clos·~ of the \-1r.r :.orrJon' s rwuse at llCl 
'.iasiiir1~;ton Slreet 1:1as co;;n1leteJ. Th!? ~uilder e:iiployr:c '•y :r. '.::ordon 
:18S lohn \'ialton (1-1ho 21::;0 ~-1orked on E1<H11anuel [piscoral Cf-Jurch and the 
;~llcgany County ;\car!eiily) one of the more \·1ell kn mm bdlJers i11 the 
Cuiil~erlHn~ areH. 

:
1 ,rou1::ih,JUt the r8'113inirYJ years of his life : lr. r;ordon reinaine:! 

in the ~)LJ 1Jlic eye. In 186'3 he becsr.v2 oresiJent of Uw Cheo>21cieak8 
;:md Ui1i:::i [ana 1 Cor:;;Jany, ar1J in lof:3, i,y executive uo...,oint;;,ent, 1--i2 ·.-1a;-o 
olcv<lted to the ~ench lo succeed Jujse GeorJe ~. PParre. 

~1i:3 sun, :iobert Gordon, follm-1ed in his father's footstem> hy 
ulso beco:-:iir1; c: ~~istin]uid1erJ ::1er,1hcr of the Cu<11herlanc R<;r. He is 
'.1err10rs '.)est renernbere.j for the f;.;d ti1i1t he 1r1as instru;;:ental i11 
'eveloilin') Cu 'lbRrlc:nd' s 1.1ater suoply. L ak<; ·-:or Jon in Pen.isv l vm1ici 
~ms na,;1e·:i for hi•.i. l 

This Second t:,,1nire house is currently a ··1useu:,; onerateci ~JY 
the ,',ller.,any r::oun tv Yistorica} Society. Jni'jUC' r:')Xtcrior features 
·.Jf trih; \'lell-nres8rve 1 hor1e include tri:mc;ular 11e:Jii11ents w1~1 three 
:J3rl enL~bh.b;res on c::ich '.Jl the t 1::1 ve dor. ;crs. The •·lestern an J 
Pastern ~·.Jrcl-ies f1;.v~ nnsts v1ith hi,..,'1lv --i.:;corstiv8 br2ck8ts 1-1ith cons~Jles. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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ll!JGEOGRAPHICAL DAT~5 '< JSC/ 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

i'Jilliam Pratt and nave Dorsey 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Allegany C0unty Historic Sites Survey 9/2/77 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

County Office Buildin~, Pershin9 Street 777-596 7 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Cumoer land, 1 :ary land . iaryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS-tlOI 



Description continued for Gordon House AL-IV-A-076 

first floor include another just like the last one described and another 
narrow window with closed, fixed louvered shutters, roll moulding and 
stone lugsill. On frame addition are two double hung, one-over-one light, 
recessed windows with mullion, plain wooden trim and continuous wooden 
slipsill. Second floor has two double hung, two-over-two light, narrow 
windows with roll moulding and stone lugsills. Also one double hung, 
four-over-four light window with stone lugsill, roll moulding and shutter 
hinges. Second and a half floor features two dormers with three double 
hung, two-over-two light windows. (Two are in pair in same dormer with 
mullion). The one entrance on this facade is recessed and located on the 
porch. It has a vertical boards door with four recessed architrave trim 
panels, two light transom and a wooden lintel. 

The western facade has three, casement basement windows of six lights 
each, with stone lugsills, that swing in. Also two double hung, six-over-
six light basement windows with stone lugsills and stone lintels. An entrance 
here of one door with wooden lintel is partially boarded up and partially 
bricked up. Another basement entrance is recessed with a vertical boards 
door with four recessed architrave trim panels, two light transom and roll 
moulding. The first floor has three double hung, four-over-six light french 
windows with stone lugsills, roll moulding and shutter hinges. Other windows 
on first floor include three double hung, four-over-four light windows with 
roll moulding and shutter hinges. Two have stone lugsills; one with wooden 
slipsill and wooden lintel. Finally one double hung, two-over-two light, 
narrow window with wooden slipsill. The first floor entrance here is located 
on a veranda with a vertical boards door with four recessed architrave trim 
panels, two light transom and roll moulding. Second floor has six double 
hung, four-over-four light windows with stone lugsills, roll moulding and 
shutter hinges. Second and a half floor in dormers are four double hung, 
two-over-two light windows. (Two windows in pair in same dormer with mullion). 

Southern facarle has one f ix~rl basement window of two lights with plain 
wooden trim. There is one recessed basement entrance with door of horizontal 
boards with four linhts (liqhts in pairs vertically arranqed) and a stone lintel. 
Another recessed basement entrance has a olain rliaqonallv boarded door with 
wooden lintel and flat brick arch. First floor has two rlouble hunn. four-over
four liqht winrlows with roll mouldinq and shutter hinges. One window has a 
wooden slipsill anrl lintel, the other a stone luqsill. Arldition has two recessed 
winrlows. One is a double hunq, one-over-one linht window with wooden sliosill 
and plain wooden trim. The other window is fixed with two liqhts, wooden slinsill 
and plain wooden trim. On the second floor porch located here is a recessed 
entrance with one horizontal boards door with one liqht, three recessed arch
itrave trim nanels, (two are vertical, one is horizontal) one lioht transom and 
roll maul dinn. Seconrl floor has one daub le hunri, four-over-four l iqht winrlow with 
stone luqsill, roll mouldinq and shutter hinries. On addition are two rlouble hunq. 
four-over-four lioht, recesserl windows with woorlen slinsills and nlain wooden trim. 
Locaterl in the dormers on the second and a half floor are four double hunq, two
over-two liqht windows in pairs with mullion. 

The r.ordon House has four oorches, one on each facade. Eastern facade porch 
has a flat roof with cornice and soffit, slat board ceilinq and floor, and is 



f)escription continuerl for r.ordon House AL-IV-A-076 

supporterl hy brick posts, and five square wooden posts with brackets. A 
hiqh lattice screen is locaterl atop a plain balustr~de. The porch on second 
floor 8outhern facade has a flat roof with cornice anrl soffit, supnorted hv 
six square chamfered posts with brackets. Porch ha8 a rlecorative solat
hoard balustrade with additional ornamental railinq atop it. The veranrla on 
the western facarle has a flat roof with cornice. fascia, soffit and frieze, 
a slat boards ceilinq an~ floor, anrl a decorative balustrade. It is supported 
~y cinderblock posts, five square chamfererl oosts, and one oilaster. lhamfered 
posts and pilaster feature cornices and hiohly ornamental brackets and consoles. 
Northern facade has a first floor oorch with no entrance, cement floor.that is 
identical to the western veranda with only four posts, no balustrade, and no 
underporch suoportinq posts. 

Behind the r.orrlon House is a brick carriage house bui 1t in 1867. 
It is two stories high anrlthree bavs wide with a oabled roof. For a further descrip
tion nlease see accomoanyino pictures and field sheet for out buildinq. 



ji Jllificancc cor tinued for c;or:Jon iiouse 

i:oll ;.1oul:Ji11q un r;;ost of U1" .1indo.1::; anr~! a fc 1 of l·•C :Jocr0 i:.; Lin 
UilU0Ui..il fr~aturc in t:1r.; '.::Uirl 1J3rlcind i..lr2<J. JLii;icJ;J uf the cJur;,1cr :1i1L:Jo,•IS 
:..in~-1 t11e front cntrrn;ce trrn1sor.1 CJrc c1c:i;.:fcrcc~. T:-:i"3 !rnw;c re:T1ains :.i 

i''1ysic2l rc;11i11der of t.,e pro:_;;1erity c.nd cultur2l c;.-10.rc~1e~;:3 of tne 
:1i;H~tecntii ce11turv ir1: 1<:.!Ji tan ts c.;f ~u;.1:1cr l un d. 

l. Josiah iiancc '.:;orJon "'ocent 111ror::1atior1 s:1::ct II. ,\llegany 
County !li'-itoricul Society, 212 ' . .'ashirHJlOil Street, C1Jrn'lerland, ::c::irylorid. 



TITLE SEARCH 

Gordon House (History House) 
AL-IV-A-076 

Allegany 
Grantee: 
Grantor: 

Notes 

County Deed: Liber 262, Folio 245 
Allegany County Historical Society, Inc. Date: September 30, 1954 
George L. Buchannan (Executor of the estate of Elizabeth H. Roberts) 
Deceased Consideration: $6,600 
Lot 60 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 74, Folio 358 
Grantee: Elizabeth H. Roberts Date: September 7, 1893 
Grantor: Robert H. Gordon, et al Consideration: $9,700 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 24, Folio 243 
Grantee: Josiah H. Gordon Date: March 1, 1866 
Grantor: Charles B. Thurston (Trustee for William Brent Estate) 

Consideration: $700 

Allegany County Deed: Liber EE, Folio 619 
Grantee: William Brent Date: December 18, 1845 
Grantor: Eleanor Simms Consideration: $5 
Notes Daughter of Daniel Carroll Brent 

Allegany 
Grantee: 
Grantor: 
Notes 

County Deed: Liber F, Folio 357 
Daniel Carroll Brent Date: February 1, 1812 
Thomas Beall (of Samuel) Consideration: $48 
Part of land sale. This property goes back to 1806 when additional city 
lots of Cumberland were surveyed. 
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Field Sheet continued for Gordon House AL-IV-A-076 

Northern Facade -

Eastern Facade -

Western Facade -

WINDOWS 

First floor - Three double hung, 4/6 liqht, two wooden sash, 
french windows, roll moulding, two have shutter 
hinges, stone lugsills. Two double hung, 4/4 
light, two wooden sash, roll moulding, fixed 
louvered shutters, stone luqsills. 

Second Floor - Five double hunq, 4/4 light, two wooden sash, 
roll moulding, stone luqsills. 

Second and a Half Floor- In dormers, four double hung, 2/2 liqht, 
two wooden sash, two are in pair in 
same dormer with mullion. 

Basement - One casement, two liqhts, swinq in, stone slipsill. 
First Floor - On porch, one double hunq, 4/4 light, two wooden 

sash, roll mouldinq, wooden slipsill and lintel. 
Two double hung, 2/2 liqh~ two wooden sash, roll 
moulding, narrow,shutter hinges, stone luqsills, 
one is on porch. One narrow window, closed fixed 
louvered shutters, roll mouldinq, stone luqsill. 
On frame addition, two double hung, 1/1 light, two 
wooden sash, recessed, plain wooden trim, mullion, 
continuous wooden slipsill. 

Second Floor - Two double hung, 2/2 liqht, two wooden sash, roll 
moulding, narrow, stone lugsills. One double hung, 
4/4 liqht, two wooden sash, roll moulding, 
shutter hinqes, stone lugsill. 

Second and a Half Floor - In dormers, three double hung, two 
wooden sash, two in pair in same 
dormer with mullion. 

Basement - Three casement, six lights, swin~ in, stone lugsills. 
Two double hung, 6/6 liqht, two wooden sash, stone 
lintels, stone lugsills. One door boarded up, 
oartially bricked up, wooden lintel. 

First Floor - Three double hunq, 4/6 liqht, two wooden sash, 
french windows, roll moulding, shutter hinges, 
stone 111qsills. Two double hunq, 4/4 liqht, two 
wooden sash, roll moulding, shutter hinqes, stone 
lugsills. One double hunq, 2/2 light, two wooden sash, 
narrow, wooden slipsill. One double hung, 4/4 liqht, 
two wooden sash, roll moulding, shutter hinges, 
wooden lintel, wooden slipsill. 

Secnnd Floor - Six double hung, 4/4 liqht, two wooden sash, roll 
moulding, shutter hinges, stone lugsills. 



Window r,uide continued for Gordon House AL-IV-A-076 (Western Facade) 

Second and a Half Floor - In dormers, four double hung, 2/2 liqht, 
two wooden sash, two in pair in same 
dormer with mullion. 

Southern Facade -

ENTRANCES 

Basement - One window fixed, two lights, plain wooden trim. 
First Floor - Two double hung, 4/4 light, two wooden sash, 
~----~- roll moulding, shutter hinges, one with stone lug-

sill, one has wooden slipsill and lintel. On 
addition, one double hunq, 1/1 liqht, two wooden 
sash, plain wooden trim, recessed, wooden slipsill 
and one window fixed, two lights, plain wooden 
trim, recessed, wooden slipsill. 

Second Floor - One double hung, 4/4 liqht, two wooden sash, roll 
moulding, shutter hinges, stone lugsill. On 
addition, two double hung, 4/4 light, two wooden 
sash, plain wooden trim, recessed, wooden slipsills. 

Second and a Half Floor - In dormers, four double hunq, 2/2 
light, two wooden sash, in pairs 
with mullion. 

Northern facade main entrance, double doors, two recessed, architrave 
panels with raised interiors on each, pointed corner blocks, vertical boards. 

Eastern facade one entrance on porch recessed, four recessed architrave 
trim panels, vertical boards, two liqht transom, wooden lintel. 

Western facade, on veranda, one door four recessed architrave trim panels, 
vertical boards, two liqht transom, roll mouldinq. On basement, recessed 
entrance, four recessed architrave trim panels, vertical boards, two liqht 
transom, roll mouldino. 

Southern facade on basement, one recessed entrance, four liqhts, liqhts 
in pairs vertically arranqed, below these are plain horizontal boards, stone 
lintel. On basement, one plain diaqonally boarded door, recessed, wooden lintel 
and flat brick arch. On second floor porch, one recessed entrance, one liqht, 
three recessed architrave trim oanels (two are vertical, one is horizontal) 
horizontal boards, one lioht transom, roll mouldinq. 

DORMERS 

Gabled with trianqular pediment and three part entablature with dentils. 
Decorative wooden mouldinq on sides of dormer, trim alonq windows is chamfered. 
Slate sidino on sides of dormers. Five dormers are larger with two windows. 



Field Sheet continued for Gordon House AL-IV-A-076 

EAVES 

Two sets of eaves. Upper set - cornice, frieze, and bed mouldinq. 
Corner boards meet bed moulding at right anqles on corners and runs down to 
band moulding. Tin band moulding between roof and lower eaves acts as flashing. 
Lower set - boxed cornice, soffit, bed moulding and frieze. Approximately 
one foot below frieze is a wooden belt course. 

PORCHES 

On Northern facade, porch with no entrance, identical to western veranda 
with only four posts, no balustrade, no supportinq posts, cement floor. 

On Eastern facade, flat roof with cornice and soffit, supoorted by brick 
posts, five square wooden posts with brackets, hiqh lattice screen atop a 
plain balustrade, slat board ceilinq and floor. 

On western facade, veranda with flat roof. supported by cinderblock posts, 
slat board ceilinq and floor, decorative balustrade, five square chamfered 
posts and one nil aster with cornices, :1ighly ornamental brackets and consoles, 
roof has cornice, fascia, soffit and frieze. 

On southern facade second floor, flat roof with cornice and soffit, 
six square chamfered posts with brackets, decorative snlat-board balustrade 
with additional ornament railing atop it. 



I\iER.'lR 

FLC.=~ PLAN: 

\ ~ CENTRAL HALL: 
( ) SIDE HALL: 

Two rooms, each side; double parlor, one side 
One room deep, two rooms deep 

( IRREGULAR 

STAIR1.-/AYS: 
---

( ) ENCLOSED: Single flight, b-10 flights with landing 
( ) OPEN: Single flight, two flights - one landing, three flights - two landings 
( ) DOG-LEG 

Two lonq fliqhts, ( ) DOG-LEG with WINDERS two short ones 
( \ SPIRAL two landinqs. 

J 

( ) ROUNDED 
( ) SYMMETRICAL DIVIDED FLIGHTS 

WALL FINISH: 

(X) PLASTER 
( ) PA~ELED: original; replaced 
( ) BOARD PARTITION: baseboard, cornice, chair rail, wainscot 

FIREPLACES: 

t\u;.;aER 1 ---'----LOCATION: parallel to walls, diagonal 
One in parlor wooden tiled hearth 

MJl.~lTELS: wood mouldings, pilasters, columns, 
Ionic columns with caps 

masonary, marble Fully 3-0 chimney breast 

DOOR~: paneled, board and batten, flush 
H~~DWARE~ original; replaced 

DOOR & \HNOm-/ TRIM: 

( ) PLAIN 
(/-. ) ARCH I TR AVE 
( ) SYr.ANETRIC with CORNER BLOCKS 
( ) FLUTED 
( ) FLUTED with CORNER BLOCKS 
( ) ARCHED OPENINGS: eliptical, tudor 

\OTE3: 

- "' 
Ballroom - On~ white marble spanrlrel 

mantel scrollerl cartouche. 

llpstairs Rooms - Emoire bedroom 
Medical room 
Another bedroom 
Transrortation room 

Rall room - bed moulding, fascia. architrave cei I j ng mmd£lioq. Heavi J y nz;namental 

plaque in ceilinq fran· which chandelier hanqs. 

Vestibule Doors- vertical boards one architrave ranel each, two vertical arranqed lights 

each, etched qlass desiqn, three etched qlass sideliqhts each side qo to ceilinq. Two 

light etched qlass transom. 



rn VE:; Tc,;'{ ~: 0: ___ A_L_-_I v_-_A..;..-_0_7;_6;;....,_._ ___ _ 

REi,lOC:: ~I\::;: Drastic, moderate, minor 

Gorrfon House (History House) 

LOCALC:\ OF P::\GPERTY: 218 Washinqton Street 

262/245 
85 x 159 

--------------------------------~ 

DIRECTION DWELLI~G FACES:_~~-N_o_r_t_h~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--

NAME Or O\'i NER : _________ T_h_e_A_l_l_e_q_an_y:__C_o_u_n_t..:.y_H_i_s_t_o_r i_· c_a_l;__.S-"o-"c..;;;i..;;.e..;;.t.._y..._, _I;;;;..;n..;.;c:;:.;•:--____ _ 

ADDRESS: ____________ 2_1_s_w_as_h_1_·n_q_t_o_n_s_t_re_e_t _______________ _ 

Currberland, MarylRnd 21502 

STORIES: l( ) 2(\) 3( ) 4( ) 5( ) 6( ) BAYS: 1( ) 2( ) 3( ) 4( ) 5( ) 6(X) 7( ) ( ) 

WINGS, ADDITIONS: 
Frame addition (two stories) aluminun siding, shed roof with tar 
and asphalt paper, parapet on eastern side. 

D~ELLING SHAPE: (square, cross, rectangular) Irreqular 

WALL CO~STRUCTION: 
Aluminum sidinq on addit;on 

( X) 
( X) 

FRAME: 
3RIG'.: 

Bevel, clapboard, weatherboard, wood shingles, board & batten (type?) 
Bond type - ccmmon, Er.glish, Flemish. Sketch variants. Random 

) t:; Tr\',-• 
~ l ._,, .c.. 

( ) LOG 
( OTf-lER: 

,,,-__ :_ FEATL'PES: 

Bond type - rubble, ashlar (ra~jom or regular), quoins-plain, rusticated 
Stretcher bond on northern facade. 

Coverings 

Belt Course, Pilasters, 

High. Low, Brick, Stone 

(ReP.ointinq)wooden belt course around 
ot:;e_ 3 oriqinal buildin'l. 

Rockfaced coursed ashlar, capoinq of smoothfaced 

\'/ATER T23LE: None, Plain, 6eveled, Moulded Bric~ cut stone blocks on north and west. 

9/9 ( ) other ( ) WI\JCWS, TRIM, SHUTTERS: 
(See other paqe) 

1/1( ) 2/2( ) 6/6~ ) 9/6( 
pegged( ) nailec'. X) \'1ide( narrow( ) mitred( ) pedi~ent( ) 

Entrance has three part entablature 
Et\:?.:,':CE,DCJRS: LOCATIOI\: Center of northerp facade. with dentils, shoulders, two liqht 

H)RD'::ARE: original(X) re;Haced( ) plain glass transom, chamfered trim. 
FA>l LIGHT, TR.J.\SC~l, SIDE UGrTS, PLAIN (See othe,. page - ENTRANCES) 
Paneled. Verticle. Horizontal Boards 

Boxed , , (Wide) 
CC:=:\ICE. E".RGE, EAVES: (crc.,111, fc::s~ia, Cscffit) bed) 

c~~=i~al(X) replaced( ) rafter en~s: ~==illions, d2ntils, frieze, architr2\8 
(See other page - EAVES) 

F . .=;C:F; G~jle front, Goble fl2n~, riip, Sh::!~, ~-:a~.sard, Cs1~b_::el, Fl2t, Dor1~2.:-s 11 

r<;:..TEP~::~: ··:cod sh:r:.~les~ slate, tin: 25·:J::3lt; original(X) repl2c"=C( 
( RectanrJular) 

12 (See other 
) paqe - DORM

ERS) 
PJ::;C>E3: 5H2<.PE OF RC:::::- - s~ed~ ) hip( ) gab:'..::( ) Four with flat roofs (See other paqe) 

~ ' ·-· ---·-- _ . ____ 5_ ~c-; ~ 'X ~ ~ -==~-::' ' ::::.. ~:·~led' 4 Caps 
~~::-=.:.i~:-:: - 1 u:=-.-· -::- .. -'.- l':~~:--=i 

One w'i'tt1 Chimney- h~o.od 

Second Empire Style 
114useum 
---~--Arch i fecture/H istory 

----.-. ---106,------ - - -
Good-- - --- -



I T 

INVENTORY NO:~~-'~_-_L_,_-~-·~· ~~~~ 

REMODELING: Drastic, moderate, minor 

NAME OF PROPERTY:~~~·;_,1_r_ri_on~_io_,_;~--r~(_r_~c_.r_r_i_:,_;_~~i-'_u_,,_._;_(_S_u_t_~_u_1_·1_n_,i_r_1J_)~~~~~~~~~~~ 

LOCATION OF PROPERTY:~~-~-"'_•~_·-_,-_,_=_1_c~-···_i~_.'_i_~_.-;_~-~-'~S-~_r_~_0_t~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

STORIES: l( ) 2(v) 3( ) 4( ) 5( ) 6( ) BAYS: 1 ( ) 2( \) 3( ) 4( ) 5( ) 6( ) 7( ) ( ) 

WINGS, ADDITIONS: 

DWELLING SHAPE: (square, cross, rei:_ta_!::lg_~lar) 

WALL CONSTRUCTION: 

( ) FRAME: 
(<)BRICK: 
( ) STONE: 
( ) LOG 

Bevel, clapboard, weatherboard, wood shingles, board & batten (type?) 
Bond type - ~g!!JmOQ..i English, Flemish. Sketch variants. <;:-:c; 8 .i 

Bond type - rubble, ashlar (random or regular), quoins-plain, rusticated 

( ) OTHER: Coverings T.ri cC:J:;t ir'.Jr' er:trcFiC' Jr;1c<, Jn ''·Jrt'·1 

WAL~ FEATURES: Belt Course, Pilasters, Othe_s 
:Jrt-J [;jot .. .J;:ill r-,l3,L.JC' r·;u~'0 IJr[)rri~·-i:a ·iou~n 

.!uilt lf;G/' :'c-ctan:ulrir Lin Lr! <F1c1uL; 

FOUNDATIONS: 

WATER TABLE: None, Plain, Beveled, Moulded Brick 

WINDO\'IS, TRIM, SHUTTERS: 1/1( ) 2/2( ) 6/6( ) 9/6( ) 9/9( ) other( ) ~r->c;J arc;' 
(~:'<' ~ic"•ciraLc c;a1c) pegged( ) naileri(J'.) wide( ) narrow( ) mitred( ) pediment( ) 

or1 eo.sferr~ t acade 
ENTRANCE, DOORS: LOCATION: T.1u --'Pt:; uf laqr: ··l'.Ju1lr:: door:..;. vrTtical .luur;;;.:;. ciei]Oi1al '\ 

HARDVIARE: original( ) replaced(\) '.>
1

~Efled cro;.1:.:. 11races. f\:;u:;lr; ro; 
FAN LIGHT, TRANSOM, SIDE LIGHTS, PLAINi;ceic!t~r ,ric'. arc.ies. 
Paneled, VerJ-~cl~_J Horizontal Boards 

CORNICE, BARGE, EAVES: (crm-m, f_?'?cia, soffit, bed) 
--or1g1nal(X; replaced( ) rafter ends, modillions, dentils, frieze, architrave 

.. '.1~;le.1 :1arci;>2t .;iti1 :;rir:1c ca:' 0n nort:1 mid suut•,. [cr1ter 10'·1lc 1it•· :irick return or1 
ROOF: Gable front, GabJ~_f_l~rnk, Hip, Shed, Mansard, Gambrel, Flat, Dormers fl cco~;l. 

MATERIAL: wood shingles, slate, tin1 asphalt; original( ) replaced(:) 
T ::ir ri;:iri<>r 

PORCHES: SHAPE OF ROOF - shed( ) hip( ) gable( ) 

CHit·;~;EYS: Number: Brick( ) Stone( ) Corb2led( original( ) replaced( ) 
Location: Flush end( ) Inside end( ) Outside end( ) Central( ) Interior( 

(1ric1<) 

ARCHES: Door & v'lindrn~s: Keystone ,C EJ.Jlll Segmental, Semicircular ~·as~2t :1Dndle 

USE: ·;;1s2ti-: 

SIC~ IFICAi\CE: H1stur\1.l,'ifc',itr:cLur~ 
DATE CONSTRUCTED: 18~7 
CC\DITION: ~.-0-1-r~~~~~~~-



I N T E R I 0 R 

FLOOR PLAN: 

/. -r-1' ,-..,· 
t- , -'-k - ' - 0 I b 

( 
( 
( 

CENTRAL HALL: 
SIDE HALL: 

Two rooms, each side; double parlor, one side 
One room deep, two rooms deep 

IRREGULAR 

STAIRWAYS: 

( ) ENCLOSED: Single flight, two flights with landing 
( ) OPEN: Single flight, two flights - one landing, three flights - two landings 
( ) DOG-LEG 
( ) DOG-LEG with WINDERS 
( ) SPIRAL 
( ) ROUNDED 
( ) SYMMETRICAL DIVIDED FLIGHTS 

\•/ALL FINISH: 

( ) PLASTER 
( ) PANELED: original; replaced 
( ) BOARD PARTITION: baseboard, cornice, chair rail, wainscot 

FIREPLACES: 

NUMBER----
LOCATION: parallel to walls, diagonal 
MANTELS: wood mouldings, pilasters, columns, masonary, marble 

DOORS: paneled, board and batten, flush 
HARDWARE: original; replaced 

DOOR & WINDOW TRIM: 

( ) PLAIN 
( ) ARCH I TR AVE 
( ) SYMMETRIC with CORNER BLOCKS 
( ) FLUTED 
( ) FLUTED with CORNER BLOCKS 
( ) ARCHED OPENINGS: eliptical, tudor 

NOTES: 



(rlut b!:i]r,i;1c;) 

!ircld Si1er't cor1bnuc·~ for rarriage iou::;c .,L-1V-.-\-:J76 

\ort:1crr1 Facade -·------·--·--

. lestern Faccirle -

:J3se •. 1ent - T .. :u cast iron c·ir<J.tes. ,1ooden lintels. flot Jrick 0rc;:es. 
~-irst rloor - Jr1C '.ioU: .. Jlc l~U!l'l • 4/ 4 l..i]:lt, t10 .iocden SC1'.3h, 
·----·--- nL:ii:, .iQuden lrim, c1oocen lu:1sill, flat ~;rid: arc<1. 

Jul ch :Joor, vertical '.iu<Jrd::>. "\n ~;hacied cru::.;s 
') ri1CCS. 

Second Floor - i)n~' , ti:r~'" ~·uriDmtal li]!lt'.3, fixed, ilide 
'1orizontal r;1untin::J, .;ood~n lu·.;s i 11, f] at 
:1rici< arch. 

First Floor - Ti10 door..; •-Jescri'.Jed on FiPld Sheet. 
'.J_P_con~ _rl_C?_o_~ - ::iooden :1inclo•1s. casement, verti ca 1 'loar·b and 

11
\'' ~~iC::FJ-?r! cross ~JrBc'?s~ r~scm.Jlc doo.cs 

a')Qve. nlai'l '.IOo::len tri·1. '.1ooden lu0sill sheatile,..j 
in tir: . 

3as<>r:it'nt - cine .1indo.1, :Jlocked un. 
rirs-tIToor - LJne. cfou 1J}e hunri. !.+/4 li'l~it. t.:o .:ooden :J8Sh. 

- nl<lin ·:1uoden tri11 .. 11Joden ]u]0>ill, flat :Jrick <irc11. 

~econc Floor :Ji1c case~nent, ei:::iht lir:;hts, rec~ssed, s;·1inris in . 
. 1uode•1 lurisill. re)lloced 'nick :lri" r:iciuldinri. 

Southern ~acade - Solid Wall 
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1. STATE MarylG.11d 
COUNTY A.i.legany 
TOWN Cumberland viciNI TY West-sice 
STREET NO. 218 •'lasnington Strt~E:t 

ORIGINAL owNERJosiah H. Gordon 
ORIGINAL USE home (1816-1887) 
PRESENT owNER historical Society 
PRESENT USE Y.useum-type Home 
WALL CONSTRUCTION Brick 
NO. OF STORIES 3 anci basement 

HISTORIC A,.,..ERICAtl BUILDINGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY If L - ,3 (_. 
2. NAME h I s T 0 R y H 0 u s E 

Go f? frJ;; t-k: 1.. s c 
DATE OR PERIOD 1867 
STYLE Victorian 
ARCHITECT 
BUILDER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE ANC' DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 
YES 

(April to lhanksgi ving) 
Victorisn home with iv'iassard roof 

Fr·ont, back, upstairs and side porches. 

Or~ginal: 12 large rooms, four small ones. Fi-eplacE:S in 6 rooms. 

itococo plaster design in Library, Sitting H.oom, Hall \first floor) 

Basement kitchen with fireplace. 20th century addition of 3 rco:ns. 

19th century Carriage House. 

A large ho.::.e in the backyard indicates thut a trench or tu.."lnd 1/oent 

through ~he property, probably from Fort Cumberlend sine~ the jail for the Fort 

was located within sight of History riouse. 

(over)-----

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TRUCTURE Endangered Interior f'!--..4 Exterior p,.,.,...,,. 

sm&11~6od ___ - -
- - ---- - - - .. -

- -streeT ___ _ 
--- - - --- -- -· ---

X :iashin~to:1 1 s HeeciJ_;rn.rters ~orip-1.r-:s.l locR.tion) 
~ -p-f~osp}~CT §-lTJ_~~tE--===-=-=--=-=- Fort Cumber lood 

6. LOCATION MAP(P/on0ptiono/) Parade rtrou:1d 7. PHOTOGRAPH 
3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE (lF RECORDER 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, <:TC. 
Court recorcs--rese&rch by 

helen Straw hinkle 

Personal knowledge. 

Hazel Groves Hansrote(Mrs.Chas.J .Sr.) 

519 Hill Top Drive)Cumberland, Md. 
( 5 yr. Trustee--History House) 

M em Md fi · t T t DA TF• of- R~crfih:5 • rus Jan.9, 1970 



Ji 1 ·-rJ! ·I, - ,,-, I 

History House, the r.ome of the Allegany Count;-r His"t ::Jrical Society, wa.s built 

soon after the Civil i"lar (1267) by Josiah Gordon, ?resident of the C & 0 Canal in 1~9. 

'I his house 'A'as built on iot #60 of the 'Iowr1 of Cumber land. o.s l!iid out by 

Thomas Beall. ·:>f Samue:... It -...c.s offt:rea at public sale in February 1812. The 

hig:iest bidci.er was Beal Howard who ;>aid ~~6 .62 for tne iot, plus ~l. ):) per year 

•• Liber F---Folio 353 

Beal How~rd sold tnis land (witn other lo-ts) to .IJfilliBl Carroll Brent Qf 

Staf~ord Co Va •• Liber F--Folio ~"c. -·... ., • ~J.J 
Grounci rent release-- •• Liber F --FoJ.io 357 

ni:..lia::i. Brent was the nex+u o\'mer (by inneri tance) •. Liber S--Foli,) 371 to 
Liber EE-Folio 619 

he dieci intcstb.te in Vtas!'l.ine;ton,L.G.J.es.ving his wi~e ;.lizabetll anci ci1il0ren. 
Eq~ity Suit #13~3, Chas. B. Tnruston,T::-ustee;Judg:nent record-Sept.13,1865 

•• Liber 1'1-Folio 146 

Land sold to Josiah Hance Gordon of Fra.iuL.in Co., Pc.. for ~700.C>O, at public 

s<Ll.e, r1e1.d at the St. Nicnolas hotel, Apr. 8, 1865.Final d::;ed, :Vlar.1,1866 • 

• • L iber '..:'4-Folio 243. 

Mr. Gordon built tne nouse soon after. 

On Sept. 7, 1893, the inherited property was sold by ~rs. Kate E.GorQon 
end chilaren to 1'4rs. Elizabeti1 Roberts for tne SU.11 of i9, 700. 

On Sept. JJ, 1954, the Allegany vounty Historical Society ,Inc., purchased 

the ,;_Jroperty f:>r ~6,6:JJ from t~e Roberts heirs. As of '.)ct. 1, 1965 the µropcrty 

is ciebt free. 

Since the ,?rvJerty is locat.;;ci at the edge of Fort Cu;nberlmd, it is possible 
tnat the nor=>es, chicKens and otilcr a..'li.r:ials of t:ie Fort were Kept on t:iis lanci, 
as this area was una.er constant surveillance because of the r:iarauciing Indisns 

in the neb.rb,y wilderness. 

CO::lillent by--Hazel. Groves Hansrote. 

HISTOnY h·JUSE, a ;;iuseu.n-type no;ne c,,:mta.:;.ns .1any objects l\')J years old ana o ... aer. 

T~~e DJll, !VledicaL, iAilitary, Transportation and Toy roo;ns eacn offer authentic 
11istory and objects of tneir respective subjects. 'Ihe Library has the largest 
<::;enes.l·Jgical file in tue Tri-state area. The S0ciety is justifiably proud of 
tneir collection of books end documents and t::1eir position to assist students 
of history. H G H . . . . . 
Lake Gordon, part of the Cumber.l.and water sup;ily wc-'s named for above Gorcion fa.-.~ily • 

. . h.:i.H . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The name hlSTORY HOUSE was co~ned by me as a convenience for a return address 

(short unc) for tne thouaanas of letters I answered on genealogy to persons ail 

over tne United States. The na~e caugh~ on and nas been used consta.~tly in 

nev1spaper art:.cles etc. since _,_965. 
Hazel Groves Hansrote. 
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i. STATE Maryland 
couNTY Allegany 
TowN Cumberland 
STREET NO. 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE 

PRESENT OWN ER 

PRESENT USE 

WA LL CONSTRUCTION 

NO. OF STORIES 

VICINITY 

HISTORIC Ai.'ERIC/..~l BUILDINGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY A L-3(.; 

2. NAME Gor·1on "P'c, se 
(~~j:i\ct<:y HcJ.:2) 

DATE OR PERIOD 

STYLE 

A RCHI TE CT 

BUILDER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 

(BB~ Gordon House 

The Allegany County Historical Society 1s home, which it purchased 
in 1954, is an eighteen-room brick structure located at 218 Washington Street 
in Cumberland. Built in 1867 by Josiah Gordon, the father of Robert Gordon 
for whom Cumberland's Lake Gordon is named, the house is of beautiful brick 
and is structurally sound and sturdy. On display in the house are many 
objects of historical significance to Allegany County. Various rooms in 
the house hold displays depicting different eras and happenings in the 
County's history, Among the most interesting are the C. & O. Canal Room 
and the President Room, The Society is extremely active and is doing much 
to preserve anci tell the most interesting story of history in Allegany County. 
It welcomes visitors who may be interested in touring the Historical House 
or those who may wish to become members. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TRUCTURE Endangered Interior 

Source: Historic Landmarks in Allegany County· 
rep?rt by the Allegany County l'lanning & Zonin~ 
Cumoerland, Maryland, Jan. 1965 

~ , 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 7. PHOTOGRAPH 

Exterior 

a. staff 
Commission, 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, <:TC. 
9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

DA TF OF RECORD 



, TERVAL 20 FEET 
'£1 ~ SE.A LEVEL 
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L ~URVEY, WASHINGTON, O.C 20242 
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SHORT GAP 6 .2 Ml 
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