
AL-IV-A-097 
31 Prospect Square 
Cumberland, Maryalnd 
Ca. 18.51 

Built in the Gothic Revival Cottaqe 

Style and located in the Washinqton Street 

Historic District this building features 

such thinqs as a larae central qable, 

seqmental arched windows, and wooden 

labels, (seCJT1ental and semicircular). 
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B DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

1GoOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETER !ORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

-X>RIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE. __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This building built in the Gothic Revival Cottaqe Style, is located 
at 31 Prospect Square, Cumberland, Maryland. 

The building now basically consists of a one and one half story, 
five bay wide, "T" shaped structure. Wall construction is brick, laid 
in anerican conmen bond using six to one variation. (Mostly stretcher bond on 
southern facade). One wall feature is the "S" shaped tie rod anchors on 
the east and west facadPs. The buildinq is supported by both a hioh brick 
and hiqh stone foundation. (Stone is coursed rubble bond). Water table is 
both plain and beveled. (Flat brick is plain, stone is beveled). The roof 
is qable flank with a central oable and covered with slate shinqles. Brick 
parapets are exhibited along the eastern and western roof ends. Snowboards 
are located on the roof. A boxed cornice with returns, wide soffit, frieze 
and decorative wooden brackets are located on the southern facade. Exposed 
rafter ends and a brick cornice are located on the northern facade. The 
brick constructed central gable features bargeboard. There are four brick 
chimneys, all original with corbeled caps; three with chimney hoods. They 
are flush end, fixed in pairs, and located on the eastern and western 
facades. 

Main entrance is located in the center of the southern facade. It 
features chanfered trim, raised moulding, bed mouldinq and decorative 
scrolled brackets. The door is four paneled with vertical boards and 
a plain Qlass (two liqht) transom. The front porch located here is a three bay wide 
portico featuring four fluted wooden Greek Doric columns, boxed cornice, soffi~ 
frieze, dentils and bed moulding. It has a flat roof and the floor boards are 
wooden slats. There are four first floor windows on this facade. They are double 
hunq, four-over-four light windows with plain trim, wooden luqsills, seomPntal 

brick arches and wooden segmental label drip moulding. These windows have interior, 
louvered and recessed paneled shutters with the louvered part movable. First 
and a half floor has one double hung, semicircular arched window of two-over­
two liqhts with wooden lugsill and semicirculAr brick arch. Atop the two-over­
two lights are two fixed quarter round liqhts. Above the window is featured 
a wooden semicircular label drip moulding. 

Northern facade has three double hung, four-over-four light basement 
windows with plain trim, shutter hinges and flat brick (header row) arches. 
First floor has three double hung, four-over-four light windows with plain 
wooden trim, shutter hinges and flat brick arches. 

Eastern facade has one fixed, four light basement window with a 
flat brick arch and stone slipsill. First and a half floor has two 
double hung, four-over-four liqht winriows with plain trim, mullion, continuous 
wooden lugsill and flat brick arch. 

Western facade has three basement windows. One is a double hunq, 
four-over-four liqht window with plain trimphutter hinqes, wooden lugsill 
and flat brick (header row) arch. Next,is one dotble hung, two-over-two light 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

?ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_ 1400-1499. 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

x_ 1800-1899 

_1900-

_ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

_ARC+.EOLOGY-HISTORIC 

_AGRICULTURI; 

..)(ARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATIO.N 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE. _RELIGION 

_LAW _SCIENCE 

_LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_MUSIC _THEATER 

_PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC OATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

In february of 1847 Sarah Perry purchased town lot number 123, on 
which 31, 29, and 27 Prospect Square now stand, for three hundred dollars. 
Charles Perry, her husband, sold both 29 and 31 for three thousand 
dollars in 1866. 1 These deeds indicate that 31 Prospect Square was 
built in the early lBSO's. Charles was a member of the prominent 
Perry family. His father, Major Roger Perry, was a leading lawyer and 
citizen of Cumberland. 2 His brother Thomas becane a Congressman , 
Delegate to the Maryland Legistlature and to the State Constitutional 
Convention of 1867, honored Judge of the Circuit Court and of the 
fourth Judicial Circuit. 3 His brother Roger was a Captain of the 
United States Navy. 4 The Emmanuel Episcopal Vestry bought both 
31 and 29 Prospect Square in 1866 to be used as a rectory but sold 
31 in 1872, keeping #29 until 1949. 5 (See AL-IV-A-096 ) 

31 Prospect Square is unusual for the area, being a secular build­
ing in the Gothic Revival Cottage style. features found here that 
are common to the style include a fancy bargeboard with matching 
frieze, a steep central gable, a flat roofed veranda with fluted Greek 
Doric colunns, and an entrance with fluted pilasters and two light 
transom. 

Other features of the building are segmental arched windows and 
labels on the first floor of the southern facade and a semicircular 
arched window and decorated label in the central gable. The chimneys, 
fixed flush in pairs on the gabled parapet flanks are unique in that 
those on the east are considerably taller than those on the west. 

This house remains a visual reminder of the cultural awareness 
of th~ nineteenth century citizens of Cl.lllberland and enhances the local 
architectural heritage. 

1. Allegany County Land Records, Liber 9, folio 645 and Liber 23, folio 606 
2. James W. Th0tnas and T.J.C. WilliBRIS, History of Allegany County, Met. 

(Philadelphia: L.R. Titsworth and C<>11pany, 1923) p. 308 
3. Ibid p. 299 
4. Ibid p. 308 
S. Allegany County Land Records, Liber 23, Folio 606; Liber 36, Folio 380 

Liber 227, folio 431. And Thomas and Williams p. 463 
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
/+3 x 2"1 

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

'dilliam Pratt and Dave Dorsey 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Hlstoric Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

County Office Building, Pershing Street 
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Cumberland 

DATE 

12/20/77 
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STATE 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
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RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
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PS· 1108 



Description continued for 31 Prospect Square AL-IV-A-097 

window with plain trim, shutter hinqes, wooden slipsill and flat brick 
(header row) arch. The last one is a four light recessed casement window 
with shutter hinges, wooden sliosill, that swinqs in. Also located alonq 
the basement level is one cast iron door coal chute. first floor has two 
double hung, four-over-four liqht windows with plain trim, wooden luqsills and 
flat brick arches. These windows have interior louvered and recessed paneled 
shutters (louvered part movable). Another window, once like the others, is now 
bricked up with only its flat brick arch remaininq. In its place now is a 
six light ~ecessed casement window with a brick luqsill that swinas in. 

A one story brick and cinderblock addition is located on the northern 
facade. It has a shed roof with asphalt shinales. for further descriptions 
please consult field sheets. 



Field Sheet continued for 31 Prospect Square AL-IV-A-097 

ORIGINAL 

Northern Facarle -

Eastern Facade -

Western Facade -

Southern Facade -

WINDOWS 

Basement - Three double hung, 4/4 liqht, two wooden sash, 
shutter hinges, plain wooden trim, flat brick 

(header row)arches. 
First Floor - Three double hunq, 4/4 light, two wooden sash, 

shutter hinges, plain wooden trim, flat brick arches. 

Aasement - One fixed, four lights, flat brick arch, stone 
slipsill. 

First and a Half Floor - Two double hunq, 4/4 light, two wooden 
sash, plain wooden trim, mullion, continuous 
wooden lugsill, flat brick arch. 

Basement - One double hung, 4/4 light, two wooden sash, plain 
wooden trim, shutter hinges, wooden lugsill, flat 
brick(header row) arch. One double hung, 2/2 light, 
two wooden sash, plain wooden trim, shutter hinoes, 
wooden slipsill, flat brick (header row) arch. One 
casement, four liqhts, recessed, swinqs in, shutter 
hinges, wooden slipsill. One cast iron door coal chute. 

First Floor - Two double hunq, 4/4 liqht, two wooden sash, plain 
trim, interior louvered and recessed paneled shutters, 
louvered part movable, wooden lugsills, flat brick arches. 
Another window like others, bricked up, now has six 
light casement, recessed, swinqs in, brick luqsill, 
oriqinal flat brick arch intact. 

First and a Half Floor - Two double hung, 4/4 lights, two wooden sash, 
plain wooden trim, mullion, continuous wooden 
luqsill, flat brick arch. 

Basement - Two iron grates on porch. 
First Floor - Four double hunq, 4/4 liqht, two wooden sash, interior 

louvered and recessed paneled shutters, louvered 
part movable, plain wooden trim, wooden luqsills, 
seqmental brick arches, seqmental wooden label drip 
mouldinq. 

First and a Half Floor - In gable, one double hunq, semicircular 
arch window of 2/2 liqht, two wooden sash, 
plain wooden trim, wooden luqsill, semi­
circular brick arch, semicircular wooden 
label drip moulding,above these two fixed 
quarter round liqhts. 



Window Guide continued for 31 Prospect Square AL-IV-A-097 (Addition) 

ADDITION 

Northern Facade -

Eastern Facade -

Western Facade -

Basement - One dotble hunq, 6/1 liqht, two wooden sash, 
wooden inner sill, cement slipsill. 

First Floor - Four, ten liqht casements, swinas out, three 
mullion, plain wooden trim, wooden panel above, 
tilted brick rowlock slipsill. One six 
liQht casement, swinas out, plain wooden trim, 
tilted brick rowlock slipsill. 

Basement - One double hunq, 6/1 light, two wooden sash, wooden 
inner sill, cement slip~ill. 

First Floor - One casement, ~ix liqhts each side, mullion, 
plain wooden trim, tilted brick rowlock slipsill. 

Basement - One entrance, four liqhts, three recessed architrave 
trim panels, horizontal boards, narrow horizontal 
one liqht transom. 

First Floor - One double hung, 6/1 liqht, two wooden sash, 
plain wooden trim, tilted brick rowlock slipsill. 
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f1. PESCRtPTION 
(Check One) 

CONDITION 
Excellent D Good ~ Fair D Deteriorated D Ruins D Urexposed :::J 

I 
(Check One) 

Moved D Original Site R(J 
INTEGRITY 

(Check One) 

Altered D Unaltered 0 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (It known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

31 Prospect Square is a small brick house (small when 

compared with its neighbor, 27-29 Prospect Square) of it 
storeys. Although the house itself may be older, or the 
facade later, the facade presented is that of a country 
cottage in the manner of Downing. Interestingly, there 

are double end chimneys at either end, but those of the 

east end are considerably taller. The roof in between 

these chimneys is slate. This is broken by a peaked gable 

which has one round topped window in its pediment and 

two sets of bargeboards -- one attached to the overhanging 
roof and the other directly to the wall of the house. 

A flat roofed porch, supported by four fluted columns, 
runs across the front of the house. There is a central 

door with two 4/4 windows flanking it on both sides. 

There are scroll brackets above the door and drip 

moldings over the windows. The color scheme is pink 

with white trim. 
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a rchi t ect.11re 
townscape 

Basically a cottage style house in the manner of 
A.J. Downing and A.J. Davis, 31 Prospect Square seems to 

be a combination of periods and styles. The basic config­

uration is an 1850s cottage, while some of the trim, such 

as the drip moldings, is post Civil War, and the house 
behind the facade could be older [Downing's books offered 

ways to 'improve' an already standing house into the 

proper sort of cottage, etc. if one couldn't build from 

scratch]. Regardless of actual date of erection and re­

modelling, this house is interesting architecturally, and 
as townscape it defines the north-west corner of Prospect 

Square and is part of the whole Washington Street area. 
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31 Prospect S1uarc 
AL-I V-t\-097 

TITLE SEARCH 

Allcqany County Deed: Libr;!r 231, rolio 247 
Grantee: Russell J. Po:"lton et ux Date: OcLobcr 
Grun tor: I lenriet te S. Anderson and Louise A. Iii llG 
Notes: Port of Lot 12J 

Cou11ty Deed: Liuer lHU, Folio 149 

17, 195U 
Consideration: 

Alleguny 
Grantee: l,;py Lyon A•1dcrson et tlenriclte (illfc) f)cite: April l, lJJU 
Gran tor: Dorothy S1vacl1 (Trustee) Cor1sitleraLiun: .j)l.Uu 
Note~: Par.eel ,, 7u 11Lluildings" 

$8 ,000.UO 

Did this to have land reconveyed to them as ten an ts uy t i1c enti ri Lies. 

Allegany County Deed : 
Grantee: E.::;py Lyon Ander: . .wn and Luufae A. tlills 
Granter: Thomas Johns ,C,nderson ( dil:!d Intestate) 
Noles: Only heirs 

AlleQWlY County Wills: Liber I, rolio 362 
Gran lee: Thomas Joi ms Anderson Date: A(kni tled lo probate January 14, 1~00 
Granlor : tlary rlartlla .Johns 
Notes: lie v1as Iler grandson 

Allel)any County ()eed : Liher 36 I rolio 3u0 
Grantee: :lary 'lartha Johns Date: llay 17, 1072 
Granter : Vestry of Emmanuel Parish Consideration: $1,025.UO 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 23, rolio 606 
Gran lee: Vestry of Emmanuel Parish Date: 
Gro11Lor: Charles Perry ct ux (Sarah Perry) 

rebruary 27' 1066 
Consideration: .:,..s ,OLlO .00 

Alle9a11y County Deed: 
Grantee : Sara1 Perry 
"Granter: ~lilliam I3rent 
Notes : Uuying the land 

Liber 9, Folio 645 
Date: February 16. 1847 

et ux Consi de ration: $JUO • 00 

Allegany County Deed : Liber EE, Folio 619 
Grantee: ~lilliam Orent Date: l.Jccemller 18 , 1044 
Grantor: Eleanor Simms (daughter of Daniel C. Urenl) 
Notes : Lots 60,93, 12J 

Allegany County Deed: liber F, Fallo 3.)o 
Grantee : Daniel Carroll Brent nate: February 3 , 1812 
Granter : 13eal llo,/ard Consideration : $69. 52 
Notes: Bought lots 4, 6U, 93, 123 

Allegany County Deed: Liber F, Folio 35J 
Grantee: Oeal lloward Date: February 3, 1812 
Grantoi-: Thomas 13call of Samuel 

Consideration: $5 . UU 



JATE: 9/12/77 
------------~ 

I.:.·.::,\ T C~Y :\O:_AL_-_r_v_-_A_-_o_9_7 _____ _ 

Dr as tic, mode rat~ minor 
231/247 
43 x 84 

NAME CF P~OPER TY:--------------------------------

L OCA TIO.'. OF p R GPER TY : ____ J_l_P_ro_s_o_e_c_t_S_:q.:...u_a_r_e_(.:...N_o....:.r_t_h_w_e_s_t_co_r:....n_e:...:r~o~f_;:.s-"gc:;;u..:::::a=-r=-e._) -----

South 
DIRE CTI D~• c:dELLING FACES:-----------------------------

Mr. and Mrs. Russell J. Ponton NAi1E OF c·.;NER: __________________________________ _ 

ADDRESS: _________________ J_l __ P_r_o_sp_e_c_t __ s_qu_a_r_e ___________________________ __ 

Cunt>erland, Maryland 21502 

STCRlES: l( \) 2( 3( ) 4( ) 5( ) 6( ) BAYS: 1( ) 2( ) 3( ) 4( ) 5( X) 6( ) 7( ) ( ) 

WINGS, ADDITIONS: One story brick and cinderblock on northern facade (shed roof, asphalt 

D\'IELLP:G SHAPE: (square, cross,Crectangular) 
( oriq inall y) 

shinoles). 
"T" shaped 

WALL CG~STRUCTION: 

( ) FP.::..HE: 
( X) c.~:CK: 
( STC:\E: 

LOG 
OTHER: 

'i.J.TER T . ..:,3LE: 

Bevel, clapboard, weatherboard, wood shingles, board & batten (type?) 
Bond type - common, English, Flemish. Skgtch variants. 6/1 (mostly stretcher 
Bond type - rubble, ashlar (random or regular), quoins-plain, rusticated bond 

on south) 
Coverings 

"5" h d t . d ch f 1 Belt Course, P1l2s'Ce:-s, Othe_s 9 ape le ro an ors on anks • 

.tiiil.b., Lm,1, .§.!jc~, Stone Coursed rubble 

None, Plaj n, Beyeled, Moulded Brick Flat brick is plain, stone is beveled. 

V1.;::.80WS, TRIM, SHUTTERS: 1/1( ) 2/2( ) 6/6( ) 9/6( 
(See other sheet) pegged(X) nailed(X) wide( 

9/9( ) oth2r( ) 

ENTRANCE,DOORS: LOCATION: Center of southern facade. 

narrow( ) mitred( ) pediment( ) 
Entrance has chamfered trim, raised 
moulding, decorative scrolled 
brackets and bed moulding. (Plain HARDWARE: original( ) replaced(X) 

FAN LIGHT, TRANSOM, SIDE LIGHTS, PLAIN 
4 ~le..d... Verticle, Horizontal Boards 

Qlass, two liqht transom). 

Boxed with returns (wide) 
COR'::CE B."'RGE, EAVES: (c:rmvn, fascia, (soffit,) bed) Brick cornice on northern facade decor-

c:_~..:.~i. ;al ( ) replaced( ) (rafter enC:s,) moO.ilJ..lons, den ti ls, frieze, arc hi tr2\·e ative wooden 
(on northern facade) brackets on southern facade. 

ROOF: Gable front, Gable flan~, Hip, Shed, l·isnsard, Gs;cbrel, Flat, Dormers 1~'-----

~.:;TERI.:.~: ',·;cod shingles, ~=~:~~~e;~n, as'.]halt; original( X) replscec( ) (See below) 

PCJC(CHES: SHAPE OF ROOF - shed(.) hip( ) gable( ) f1!i - with boxed cornice, soffit, frieze, 
with eent1ls four fluted Greek noric columns bed mouldinq. 

4 o,...:~·.1X\ C:t-.~~"'· \ i'~.,-.halori 1 X\ Cap""'ri,-,;n.::il(X'. f"''ll3'=>j\1 ) L:... ....:... L- ,...,_ ·,_ / .._.! .._._,I . ......, \ ,: ~0 .1... .....J w _._....., .._..;,. / ~ - _... ':j- · • ._. - " l "-' t ....., ..... , 

L~:-=2tic_;;_:_r_j__LJ_sh 21:~~X~ ~~:::;iC~ 2:-,2~ ) c~:2i.C~ e~j.~ ) Ce0tr-2}_( Int.eri:=:r( 
Fixed in pairs on flanks. 

.-. __ ;T• ·• ~·· _'] = 

Chintney hoods 
~=:=;:- :.= 

1::ir-:=:.·/z: ~-,~\S~~--~.(.-:-l:.."":L.)5=?·;.-.~e~1t2l~ S::.-:icirc~2-2:1 
· (Brick) . 

Labels above first floor southern facade 
_ ~',

7

i: Gothic Revival Cottaqe Style windows. 

Private Residence ROOF: Large central gable on southern facade has 
=::-I_ _ _: Architecture bargeboard. Gabled brick parapets on flank~ 

~ ~? \J ·~ :- _ -- ta. 18-SI-- snowboards, 
Gciod 



FLOOR PLAN: 

( ) CENTRAL HALL: 
( ) SIDE HALL: 
( ) IRREGULAR 

STAIR\~AYS: 

Two roo~s, each side; double parlor, one side 
One rcs:1 deep, L::J rooms c'.eep 

( D:CLOSED: Single flight, two flights· 1~i th lancing 
( OPEN: Single flight, two flights - one landing, three flights - two landings 
( DOG-LEG 
( DOG-LEG with \'IINDERS 
( ) SPIRAL 
( ) ROUNDED 
( ) SYMMETRICAL DIVIDED FLIGHTS 

\'JALL FINISH: 

( ) PLASTER 
( ) PA~ELED: original; replaced 
( ) BOARD PARTITION: baseboard, cornice, chair rail, wainscot 

FIREPLACE::S: 

i-..UMBER ----
LOCATION: parallel to walls, diagonal 
MA\TC::i....S: wood moulaings, pilasters, colu0ns, masonary, marble 

DJORS: paneled, board and batten, flush 
.HARD~ARE: o=iginal; replaced 

DOOR & WINDC~ TRIM: 

PLAIN 
) ARCHITRAVE 
\ 
j 

( ~ FLUIED 
COR~:ER 3LOCKS 

( FLUTED with CORNER BLOCKS 
( ARCHED OPE\INGS: eliptical, tudor 

. JTE~: 
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