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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL (If KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Town Clock Church is located on Bedford Street at High Street in Cumberland, 
Maryland. 

The church is a one-story brick building on a high stone basement and is three 
bays wide by four long. The east gable end is the principal facade and the clock 
tower rises from the peak of the roof at this end. The brick is laid in common bond 
with five or six rows of stretchers to each row of headers on all facades except the 
east; here the bric~ is laid in all stretcher bond. The basement is constructed of 
neatly laid blocks of sandstone on the east and random coursed rubble stone elsewhere. 
(The east was faced with sandstone in 1910.) At the northeast corner there are quoins 
in the basement and a granite cornerstone dated "Juni 1, 1848." 

The gable roof retains its original covering of slate shingles. There are four 
brick chimneys, three in original positions near the center of the building set just 
inside the eaves line. One chimney, at the northwest corner, is new. The steeple 
consists of a four-part brick tower with spire on top. The base is square with a wood 
cornice; above this is a section with clock faces on all four sides, pilasters on 
the corner~and another cornice. The belfry portion has round-arched ventilators on 
all sides with one pilaster at each corner,making it octagonal,and a dentiled cornice. 
The spire, sitting on an octagonal base with recessed panels, ·is covered 
with slate in alternating rows of rectangular and imbricated shingles_ A lightning roe 
extends from the end of the spire. 

The north, south, and east facades are divided into bays by brick pilasters with 
wooden caps. The pilasters at the end of each facade meet and fonn a right angle at 
the corners. The wide cornice on the north, south, and east consists of two narrow 
bands of brick forming a belt course just above the capitals on the pilasters and a 
wood cornice above; both of these and the brick wall between are painted white, creatir 
the illusion of a very wide cornice around these three sides of the building. On 
the rear (west) facade the wide, white cornice returns; however, though the wood corni< 
ends here the brick part continues across the back. 

Above the cornice on the east facade is a pediment with slightly projecting 
pavilion in the center. Two round-arched, double-hung sash, stained glass windows are 
contained in the projecting section. The wood cornice on the top of the pediment 
and the brick cornice below also both project in the center. A marble plaque in the 
brick part of the cornice reads "Deutfche Evng Luth Chirche 1848." Below the 
projection in the pediment is a narrow bay formed by two pilasters set rather close 
together. Between these is a round stained glass window, and below this is the 
entrance with a portico standing on a high stone base. 

The main entrance is composed of double doors, each with one panel, and above is 
a &emicircular, stained glass transom with brick arch with marble keystone. The 
portico has a pediment with three-part entablature with dentils supported by two wood 
columns and two wood pilasters, all of the Ionic order. The stair with fancy iron 
railinglead;ngup to the entrance was built in 1910. On either side of the center bay 
a stained glass window with four rectangular lights and two quarter-circles above. 
There is a marble keystone in the brick arch above each window and wooden sills below. 

SEE CONTINUATION.SHEET #1. 
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(DESCRIPTION, continued) 

Two doors beneath the portico lead to the basement. 

The north and south side elevations have windows identical to those in the front, 
without the marble keystones and with brick sills. There are three basement windows 
on the north with arches of rough stone; two have 2/2, double-hung sash and one.has a 
three-light casement sash. The windows are the same on the south, where there lS also 
an original entrance with a new door. 

The west end has a gabled parapet capped with tin. The chancel projects in the 
center of this facade; a stained glass, round-arched window is located in this 
projection. A small hipped roof addition 1s built onto the north side of the 
projection. The door and window openings of this small addition have been altered 
somewhat; the roof is covered with slate shingles. A second addition stands on the soL 
side of the church. It is a one-story, brick structure, stuccoed and scored to resemt 
masonry. It has a shed roof with a false parapet ontile east, and is three bays across 
on the east and seven bays long. Both the additions were built with nails rather 
than pegs as the church was. 

The Town Clock Church is constructed with a central entrance, narthex, inset 
tower, nave, chancel, and balcony. In each of two rooms on either side of the narthex 
is a stairway leading to the balcony, which is divided in half by a large pipe organ. 
The chancel area is raised on a platfonn and includes a choir loft on both sides, 
an organ loft, and behind this a baptismal pool. At the rear of the chancel area are 
two wooden pilasters supporting an elliptically arched vault. Between these pilasters 
are two tiers of paneling, one on either side of a window-like frame closed by a heavy 
curtain, which is opened for the viewing of baptisms in the pool behind the paneling. 
The present tiled ceiling is below the original plaster one; both of them are shallow 
arched vaults. The walls of the church are plastered. 

Each stairway leading to the balcony has one run wfth a winder. They are simply 
made of oak, with balusters carved in a rounded cross pattern and a newel with a 
J-shaped curve and simple post. The wooden pegs connecting the handrail and the newel 
are clearly visible. 

The woodwork in the church is mostly architrave trim. In the nave are three 
sets of double doors, each a single wide plank with a cross-shaped window. At the 
entrance to the nave are two pilasters supporting the balcony. The face of the 
balcony is decorated with slats with arches between them. In the nave are twenty-four 
long pews. The chancel is surrounded by a railing with architrave panels made of oak. 
The wooden pilasters at the base of the vault behind the chancel are fluted. 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #2. 
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The church has two organs, an electric one in the chancel and a 19th century 
organ that was recently renovated in the balcony. A handpump for operating the 
organ is located in the balcony, but the organ has been converted to electric power. 
Six lamps hanging on chains over the nave are metal with stained glass. The stained 
glass windows each have one light that is painted with either a floral or a landscape 
scene. 
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western Maryland 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT Harry Schmenner 

The Town Clock Church was built in 1848 by its Gennan Lutheran congregation. 
Western Maryland was largely settled by Gennans coming from Pennsylvan'ia, beginning 
in1he 18th century and continuing into the 19th century. The cornerstone and name 
stone of this church are in German, serving as a visual reminder of the building's 
past. 

Although the church has been used by a congregation other than the German one 
which built it for 45 years, its is still historically significant for its relationship 
to Cumberland's 19th century German population. The building was designed by a 
German-speaking member of the congregation, one Harry Schmenner, and has remained 
basically unaltered since its construction. The date on the cornerstone is inscribed 
in German as is the name of the church over the main entrance. 

The church building itself is modest and typical of institutional architecture 
of the 1840s and 1850s. The clock tower and the building's location on a hill give 
the church an impressive height resulting in its prominence in the city scape. 

HISTORY 

The high number of German immigrants arr1v1ng in Cumberland around 1838 necessitatE 
the formation of a separate German speaking congregation at St. Paul's Lutheran Church. 
The first confinnation service in German was conducted in 1844.1 Nativist feelings 
in America were running high during these times and Cumberland was not an exception. 
In 1848 theB"lglish speaking congregation of St. Paul's gave notice to the German 
speaking congregation that after the ~irst of October no services in an alien language 
could be conducted in their building. 

In February of 1848 the German congregation received a charter as the Gennan 
Evangelical Lutheran Church and began building their own church~ With land and 
foundation stones donated by Thomas Shriver, the mayor of Cumberland at that time, the 
congregation of 35 had laid a cornerstone by the first of June.4 This cornerstone, 
located in the northeast corner of the building, contains coins of every denomination. 
Gennan church literature, and copies of the charter and deed of the church. Designed 
by Harry Schmenner, a member of the congregation, the building was completed and 
dedicated in March of 1850.5 

Local tradition suggests that the Gennan Lutheran Church won its clock and chimes 
in a city-sponsored competition awarding them to the congregation which figished the ls 
clock tower. Sts~ Peter and Paul Catholic Church was-the only competitor. 
SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #3. 
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The most historic event to take place at this church was the visit of Henry Ward 
Beecher. famous abolitionist. political campaigner. and humanitarian. who practiced 
his emotional style of preaching at this church in 1866. In 1895 services were 
changed to English.7 The building has been the home of the First Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) since 1931.8 

Being the oldest church building without major renovations to be found in Cumberla 
the Town Clock Church has several distinguishing architectural features. The most 
prominent of these is the bell and clock tower that is clearly seen from different 
parts of downtown Cumberland. The white marble keystones, circular stained glass 
window. and wide cornice are smaller features that greatly contribute to the overall 
impressiveness of the east facade. The inscription and'cornerstone are features that 
reveal the German heritage of the church. and the prominence of the structure illustra 
the large part the German population played in this area. 

lJames W. Thomas and T.J.C. Williams, History of Allegany County, Maryland 
(Philadelphia: L.R.Titsworth and Co., 1923), p. 472. · 

2 Harry Stegmaier, Jr., Allegany County - A History (Parsons, W. Va.: McClain 
Printing Co., 1976), p. 166. 

3rhomas and Williams, History of Allegany County, p. 473. 

4united Church Women of the Greater Cumberland Area, Bicentennial Histories of 
Old Area Churches, 1776-1976, p. 27. 

5rhomas and Williams, History of Allegany County, p. 473. 

6sicentennial· Histories of Old Area Churches, p. 27. 

7Thomas and Williams, History of Allegany County, p. 473. 

8sicentennial Histories of Old Area Churches, p. 27. 



( 

I 

'. - Jill)MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
-· 

Allegany County Land Records, Courthouse, Cumberland, Maryland. 
(Also see footnotes to the Significance Statement) 

IIDGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGEOFNOMINATEDPROPERTY Jess than onp acre 
QUADRANGLE NAME Cumberland Ouadrangl e QUADRANGLE SCALE ] 0 2400Q 

UTM REFERENCES 

AlLZJ 1619121018101 l413l9rll81?10f 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

clLJ I I I I I I I 

B~ I I I I I I I I I I 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

D L.JI .___.__.I ~...____.I I I I 
E Li_J ( I I l.___. ......... I.__.__.__.__._ FLLJ I I I I I I 

Gl..iJ I I I I HLLJ I I I I 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Lot Size: 75' x 120'; Ref.: Allegany County Deed 199/221. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

[§)FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

William Pratt and Dave Dorsey 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey October 4, 1977 
STREET• NUMBER TELEPHONE · 

County Office Building, Pershing Street {301) 777-5967 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Cumberland Maryland 21502 

lfaSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL_ STATE__ LOCAL_X_ 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public law 89-665). I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE -/?-7 
TITLE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER DATE 

FDR NPS USE ONLY 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THtS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATtONAl REGISTER 

DATE 

KEEPER OF TIIE NATIONAL REGISTER 
ATIEST: DATE 

OflEF OF REGISTRATION 

GPO 921-





n-C 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST AL-IV-A-132 

MAGI 8 10457 5'{(/l 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC 

To•m rlock Church 
ANO/OR COMMON 

first Christian Church (Disciples of Oirist) 

llLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Jl2 u~Jforu Street 
CITY TOWN 

Cumoe r 1 and VICINITY OF 

STATE 
Maryl a11d 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 

DISTRICT _PUBLIC .,XOCCUPIEO 

:!.BUILOINGISJ j(pRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _ BOTH _ WORK IN PROGRESS 

SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _ IN PROCESS .X.. YES RESTRICTED 

_ BEING CONSIDERED YES UNRESTRICTED 

_ NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Firsl Christian Church 
STREET So NUMBER 

Jl2 ~edford Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Cum1Jer land _ VICINITY OF 

ilLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET So NUMBER 

CITY TOWN 

Allegany County Courthouse 

JO Washinaton Street 

Cum' 1er land 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Sixth 
COUNTY 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULT.JRE -MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PA~k 

-EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

ENTERTAINMENT :lLAELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORT II. TION 

_ MILITARY _OTHER 

777-3909 

STAlE , Zl.p code 
MurylanJ, 2l)J2 

Liber # : D2 
Folio #: 221 

STATE 

1arylancl 

-FEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

~ DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN STATE 



' B DESCRIPTION 

- EXCELLENT 

~ ... GOOD 

~AIR 

CONDITION 

_QETERIORATEO 

_ RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_ UNALTERED 

~lTEAED 

AL ·1Y-A-JG 1 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_ MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Tu1·:n Clock Churc'1 is located on Uedf ord Str eet al: High Street, 
Cumberland, fla r yland. 

The building basically consists of a one und one half story, three 
bay 11ide, rectangular shaped structure . Wall cunztruction is brick 1 laid 
in american romrnon Gond using both five to one and six to one variation. 
Stretcher bond is featured on the eastern facade whici1 is the front of the 
church . The use of >Jooden pegs is evident in the main church itself both 
inside and out ~1ile the two additions used nails in their construction . 
The building displays brick pilasters wit11 11ooden caps . Four cif lheue or1 tho 
Cast and ilest, five on the ~·orth and South . A co111.ir111ous brick belt course 
comrletely surrounds the building . The building is supnorted by a high, 
slone foundation f ealurinq smooth surf ace regular ashlar bond construction 
on eastern facade while the rest of tl1e building has coursed rubble 
stone bond . The ~~ater table is plain. Some quoins are located on the 
northeast corner of the basement . Also located here is a granl te corner­
otone which reads "Juni 1 . 184d. " The roof of the hullding is gable front . 
Jn the western end of the roof is a gabled rarapet carped with tln. Thn 
covering of the roof is original \1ith rectangular slate shingles. Localed 
on the roof are snowuirds . There are four brick chimneys on the church . 
Three are located in original nositions, replacP.d, with corbeled caps, located 
interior. One is a new, exterior side chimn ·y located on the northern facade. 
Dn top of the roof is an inset:, single centr~ steeple .1hich is a five part 
tm1er contuiriing bm thrr.c-part entablatures. one wooden cornice with frieze~ 
and one brick cornice . The belfry section of the to1·1er on each of its four sides 
has a louvered ventilator with uPnicirc ... 1lar brick arches over the heads of 
each. The section lielo1·1 the belfry has clock faces on all four sides . On 
top of the steeple ls a spire covered with slate shinrJles of alter~ /.ing 
rov1s of recta11uular and iriliJrlcal:ed pattern . Mounted on the peak of the 
spire ii.s a lightning rod. The main entrance to the dlurd' h. located in 
the center of Lhe eastern facade un tile first floor . It is composed of 
double doors r ·1c'1 are u~-te pan l •d. ve-r~.i.ck board replac~d wilh a staine.tl glass 
semicircu!lBr transom . Ovei- the door is a ::.emicirct1lar brick ~rch tith decorated 
mai-blc keystone . ln front of the doors i~ a porticu Hith triangular pediment 
featuring a three part entablature v1itl1 dentils . The pediment is suppui-tecl 
by b-10 Roman Columns with ionic caps and b-10 squai-e riilasters . Pediment " 
and columns ore all ~oodcn. Irrhricaled slate shingles decorale the panel 
11ithin the triangle of the pedimont. Above the triangular pediment built 
into the facade of the church is a f i xed, round, stained glass 11indcr;1 with 
circular .rnoden trim, itself , surrounded by a circular hrick arch . Directly 
above this ia a .loxed cornice vlith sofflt nnd r: rieze that continues around 
the church on the northern and southern facade with return ends on the Hcst . 
This boxed cornice plus the fact lhat the eaves uf the roof on the eastern 
facade exhibit fasci~ \·lilh soffit and frieze gives the front of the building the r 
appearance of a monumental pediment , Located riirectly in the center of the 
frieze of the boxed cornice above lhe circular stained glass window is a marble 
plague who ' s i nscr iption reads "Deutfc:he EvnCJ Luth 0.1.i.x:die .Nl413 . " 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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• STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

I" 

rhe high number of German immigrants arriving in Cumberland around 
1838 necessitated the f ormation of a separate German speaking congregation 
at Sl . Paul ' s Lutheran Chur ch . The first confirmation service in German 
was conducted in 1844. 1 Nativi st feelings in Amer ica were running 
high during these times and Cumberland was not an exception . In 1848 
the English speaking congregati on of St . Paul ' s gave notice to the 
German speaking congregation that after the firs t of October

2
no services 

in an alien language could be conducted in their building . 

In February of 1848 the Ger man congregation recieved a charter as 
German Evangelical Luther an Church and beqan building their own church . 3 
With land and foundation stones donated from Thomas Shriver , who was the 
mayor of D.Jmberland at the time , the congr egation of JS had laid c corner­
stone by the first of June . 4 Thi s cornerstone, which is located in the 
northeast corner of the building contains coins of every denominati on, 
German church l iter ature , and copies of the charter and deed of the church . 
Designed by Henry Schmenner, a membe r of the congregation , the building 
was compl eted and dedicated in March of 1850 . 5 

Local traditi on suggests that German Lutheran Churd1 \'ion its clock and 
chimes in a city- sponsored competition awarding thern to the congregation 
which finished the firsl clock tower . St . Peter and Paul Catholic Olur ch 
was the only compet itor . 6 The most historic event to take place at this church 
was in 1866 when Henry Ward Beecher, famous abolitionist, politi cal campaigner, 
and humanitarian, practicedhis ernotional style of preaching at this church . In 1895 
services were changed to English . 7 The building has been the home of the 
First Christian Church (Disciples of Chrisl) s i nce 1931. 8 

Being the ol dest chur ch buildi ng wi thout major rennovations to be found 
in Cumberland, the Town Clock Church has several distinguishing archilectural 
features . The most pr ominent of tnese is the I-ell and clock Lower Lhat is 
clearly seen from different par ts of do1·mlown Cumberland. The \"lhite ryarble 
keystones, circular stained glass windows are smaller features thal greatly 
contribute to tlie over all beauty of Lhe eastern facade . The mosl i11~ressive 
addition to the original building i s the stairway leading to the entrance 
made in 1910 . The inscription and cornerstones are features that not only 

add to the b<JaUt,y of L1e building but also reminrt the viewer of the church's · 
contribution to· iiu11lE:rland ' s heritage . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Physical Description continuation for Tmm Oock Churc~1 AL-IV-A-102 

Directly above this are two double hunJ stained glass arched windows with 
semicircular brick arches over the heads and wooden slipsills at their bases. 
There are two identical stained glass windows with mullirn1 on the first 
floor of the eastern facade; one on either side of the main entrance 
vii th six liqhts each. Four lights are rectangular and above these are two 
~uarter round lights, all fixed. Above the ~indows surrounding their heads 
are semicircular brick arches made with elongated bricks including decorated 
marble keystones; wooden slipsills are located at their bases. [ntrance 
to the basement directly under the portico is by tvw doors each of •;1hich 
arc three oaneled, horizontal boards, andJnf> liqht v1indm'I each. The stair­
\vay leading from the rJOrtico has three landings and heavy iron railings 
which was constructed in l91Cl 1'/hen the eastern foundation 1·1as sheathed .,;ith 
sandstone. An iron cat.~ st gedford Street has been removed. The northern 
facade has three basement 11ind0Hs •'lith rour:ihstone arches on top and v1ooden 

i.u3sills at the bases and ;-ilain vwoden sash fra.iles. One is three li1hts 
that swings up, the other two are two-over-two lights, double hung. 
First floor has four identical stained glass vin·io is 1-1itll mullion 11ith six 
liqhts each. Four lights are rectangular and fixed: above are two quarter 
round lir:'it;. that swing in. Heads of the windm1s are surrounded by semicircular 
brick arches with elonuated bricks. [iouble ro1,1 brick slipsills are 
located at their bases. The southern facade has an original basement 
entrance 1vi th replaced door composed of five pane ls, horizontal boards ·with 
a flat roughs tone arch over the hend of the door. The first floor ·:1indows 
are identical to those of the first floor of the northern facade. The 
western fncadc has one basement three li1ht ~indow that is boarded up, with 
a flat roughstone arch over the i.ead and 1'/ooden slipsill at the base. First 
floor features the beck of the main chancel stained 1lass window with five 
li1hts. Top light is half-round, all arc fixed with wooden sash frame and trim and 
havinu a semicircular brick arch over the head and double rov1 '.Jrick slipsill 
at the t)ase. rllso featured on the •Hes tern facGde is a brick cornice. The 
church fias b10 additions. The older of the l\vo is one story, brick, located 
in the north .. 1est corner of the churci1 1~i th r1ipped roof of slate shinriles and 
limestone foundation. On ti1e roof arc sno·.-1boardc;. T!ie entrance here faces 
north, co~oosed of double doors made of netal, openinJ out into a cement 
'.Jatio with concrete block ·.-1alls. Hiqht i:Jeside these ned doors, one can 
see v1i1ere the original door stood. 'lo-.1 it is brick8d shut ·11ith its ori1inal 
se :1ici rcular brick arch still intact. c\nother door on the ad di ti on originally 
stood facing south. Again, bricked shut »1i tii ser;iici rcular 1Jrick arch still 
intact. Steps and foundation leading to this door have been both removed 
and filled in »·1ith dirt. This addition once contained three windm1s on its 
1iestern facade. :..;mi one is bricked shut. The other tvm have b.-10 li1hts each, fixed. 
Top lights of each is half-round. All windov-1s have semi-circular brick 
arches at ricads and the Lim remaining •iindows have sinCJlc rm1 brick slipsills 
at their bases. The other addition is located on the southern facade of the 
church. It i3 one story, brick covered v1ith cement, that is tooled on its 
eustern facade to resemble blocks. It hos a shed roof with Folse porapet 
on eastern facade v;ith a tin cap. There are two entrances. One entrance 
is located on 1·1estern facade whose door is original, composed 'Jf three 
panels, horizontal boards and one liqht. The other entrance is on northern 
facade. Door is original, single riece plrmod, rainted red with a diamond s:1aped 
"·1indm1 v1ith metal frame. Seven one-over-one lights, double hung v1indo .. 1s, 
plain trim, wooden sash frames, with wooden slipsills ore located on the 
addition's south facade. Three, one-over-one lights, double [1ung windov1s 
with mullion with segmental ard1 tooled in cement, with cement slipsills 
are located on this addition's eastern facade. 



Significance continuation for Town Clock Ouuch AL-IV-A-102 

This d1urch is a monuiaent to the ab:10sphere of religious freedom and 
to the resourcefulness of those \·1hc came to Cumberland from abroad. :1y 
~Jringing >vith them the talents of"Old Viorld," these earlier inhabitants 
of Cunberland endeavoring to practice their freedom of religion in a new 
country, constructed something truly American. 

1. Jaines VI. Thomas and T.J.C. \'/illiams, History of Allegany County, rlaryland 
(Philadephia: L.R. Titsworth and Co., 1923) fl· 472. 

2. Harry Steqmaier, Jr., Allegany County-A History (Parsons, vi. Va. ilcClain 
Printing Co., 1976) p. 166. 

3. Thomas and \'Jilli ams, History of Allegany County, i·lary land r. 473. 

4. United Church \·/omen of the Greater Cumberland Area, Bicentennial ilistories of 
Jld Area Churches, 1776-1976, p. 27. 

5. Thomas and \·/illiarns, History of Allegany County, ilaryland p. 4.13. 

6. L3icenten.1ial Histories of Old Area Churches .p. 27. 

7. Thomas and ·,/illiams, History of Allegany County, ;laryland p. 473 

8. ~icentennial Histories of Old Area Churches. p. 27. 



Field Sheet C0i1tinued for T01m Clock Churci1 . .C..L-IV-,2.-lu2 

Front 

'.iestern f""acade - 111ain chancel •.1indm1 in large rectangular bay. 
Steer le - Five-part tmmr including h10 three part entablatures, one .-rnoden 

cornice with frieze, one unusual brick cornice on top. Belfry 
in steeple has four louvered ventilators and semicircular 'uic~ ard1. 
Clock faces on all four sides of steeple. 

Inscriptions - rnariJle plaque a~Jove entrance "Deutfche Evng. Luth. Ciiirche 1840" 
granite cornerstone in northeast corner "Juni 1, 18 8" 

st~i r"lav added in 19 ll.J >'lhen eastern facade v;as sheathed in sandstone. Three la11din'.:]0, 
heavy.iron rail, three fliqhts of steps, iron gate at 3edford Street removed. 

One story, orick, north.vest corner of church, hipped roof of slate shingles 
limestone foundation, five semicircular brick arches, three windows one bricked siiut. 

T .. w have t-,.,io lights, fixerl.d rick, single rm·1 slipsills, snm-Jboards, hrn doors bricked shut. 
There are bvo pilasters, soffi t and boxed cornice. Cement patio with concrete 
block wall at entrance. 

Addition to southern sirle is one story shed roof with false parapet on eastern 
facade. 3rick covered with cement, this is tooled on eastern facade to resemble 
blocks. T.here is a tin C3fJ on the parapet. One diamond shaped v1indm;, metal frame, 
original ,single piece plyvrnod, red painted door. Seven 1/1 lights double hung \·1indo\"1s, 
\'iooden sash frame, plain trim. l;Jooden slipsills. One entrance v1ith one light, three 
panels, horizontal boards. 

~~orthern Facade -

Eastern Facade -

VJestern Facade -

v/INDO\·/S 

Basement - One rouqhstone arch, three liohts s·,Jinqs up 9lain ~moden 
trim with wooden lugsill, two 2/2 light double hung 
windrn-is with \'iooden trim roughstone arches and wooden 
lugsills 

First Floor - Four stained glass windows identical to first floor 
southern facade. 

Basement - Two door under entrance, three panels horizontal boards 
and one light 1~indm1. Three 1/1 double hunq .1indm-1s vii th 
mullion, segmental arch tooled in cement. Cement slipsill. 

First Floor - Two · i.ientical stained glass windows (six lights) vii th 
mullion - four liqhts are rectangular above these two 
quarter round lights all fixed. ~ooden slipsills. 
Semicircular brick arche~; v1ith brick keystones. Also 
one fixed round, stained glass window ~bove entrance 
with circular v;ooden trim and circular brick arch. 

First and a Half Floor - T1-10 dou;)le hung stained glass archerl '.Yindm"ls. 
Semicircular brick arch - 1-1ooden slirsills. 

Basement - One three lir:Jht 1-1indm·1 boarded up. Flat roughs tone arch 
head, wooden slipsill oase. 

First Floor - !lain chancel stained glass v1indo1; 1'iith five 
lights, tor one is half-round, all fixed, semi­
circular brick arch, double rm1 brick slipsill. 



Field Sheet continued for Tmm Clock Church f\L-IV-A-lcJ2 

Southern Facade -
Basement - OriqinAl entrance five panels horizontal hoard,rerlaced 

door. Flat rou1hstone arch. 
First Floor - Four identic~l stained glass windows with mullion 

(six liahts) four lights are rectanqular and fixed: 
b-rn '1Uarter round li'lhts s1-1in--J in. Sei1,icircular 
brick arches ~ith el~ngated h~icks. Jouble row brick 
sli;-isills. 

I\TrnIOR 

The Tow:i Clock Church Ruilding is constructed in a meetinghouse style havinq a 
central entrance, narthex, inset tower, nave, chancel and a balcony. In each of hrn roor;is 
on either side of the narthex is a stair•llay lesdinJ to the balcony. T:1e balcony 
is divided into Lio parts by a Jarge pipe or']an. The chancel area is raised on 
a ;Jlatform and includes a choir loft on both sides, an organ loft, and behind tl1is 
a ~rnptismal pool. The rear of the chancel area is an arrangement of b10 1~ooden 
pilasters supporting an elliptically ard1ed vault. Jetwecn these pilasters Rre two 
tiers of paneling, one on either side bf n l'1indm1-like frame closed by a heavy 
curtain ~iich is opened for the viewing of baptisms in the pool behind the paneling. 
The present tiled ceiling is below the ~riginal plaster one, ~0~1 of them are 
shallrn1 arched vaults. The 11alls of the church are constructed of rlaster. 

The two identical stairways are one run with a winder turninq at a right 
angle to the balcony. The entire oaken stai piay is simply r.1ade vii th a balusters 
carved i11to a rounded cross pattern and the ne.,,1ell being a "J" -shaped curve 1~ith a 
simrle post. The vmoden pegs connectinq the handrail and the nev1ell are clearly vis able. 

The woodwork in the churci1 interior is mostly architrave trim. In the nave 
are three sets of double doors each being a single wirle plank witi1 a cross shaped 
i1indm1. At the entrm1ce to the nave there are hlO architrave trim pilasters supporting 
the balcony. The face of tile ualcony is decorated 1·1iti1 slats 'lith tops that n1eel 
at anr:Jles forr.1inQ arches in the spaces beb~een them. In the nave are hienty-four long 
pews. The chancel has a choir loft on either side of an electric organ and is surroundeJ 
by a railing 1-1ith architrave panels made of oak. The 11ooden rilasters tl1at are at 
the base of the vault behind the chancel are wooden that is fluted. This arched 
openinr:; is covered vii th vvooden architrave trim extending from the plain caps of 
the pilasters. 3eh1een these pilasters are hlD sections of panelin9 one tier 
high '.1ith architrave trim. These panels help form a frame closed !Jy a curtain for 
vie\1ing baptisms in t.1e large pool behin rl it. 

The church t-:as h10 orr:ians, one electric une in the chancel and the other a nine­
teenth century organ that was recently rennovated located in the balcony. A 

hand~ump for operating the organ is located in the balcony but is no longer usable 
because the organ has been converted to electric power. Six lamps hanging on chains over 
the nave are metal \~i th stained glass lirihts. A most interestinq feature not 
visable from outside are the illustrated windows. The stained qlass windows each 
have one light that is painterl 1-1ith either a floral or a landscare scene. 
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1. STATE Allegany 

COUNl:fumberland 
TOWN Bedford St VICINITY 
STREIJ!eia·rord at High St. 
ORIGINAL owNEJilOld German Lutheran 
ORIGINAL USE uhurch 
PRESENT owNER First Christian 
PRESENT usE Churhh 
WALL CONSTRUCTION Brick 
NO. OF STORIES 

ent 
INVENTORY 

2. NAME TOWN CLOCK CHURCH 

DATE OR PERIOD 
STYLE 
ARCHITECT 
BUILDER 

1848 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE ANt' DESCRIPTION OPEN To PUBLIC Yes 

Cornerstone laid June 1, 1848 

Both tle German Lutheran and the Gennan Catholic Churches were 
building churches in Cumberland, Maryland in 1848. To stimulate 
progress in such worthwhile undertakings, the City Council, under 
the Mayoralty of Thomas Shriver offered to donate a TOWN CLOCK 
tor the church that was completed first. After much friendly 
rivalry, the Lutherans won and got the clock. After losing the 
contest, the steeple of SS Peter & Paul's Catholic Church, Fayette 
Street, just painted two clock dials on the sides overlooking the 
town and shutters on the other two. 

Wording on the present clock states "KENEALY 1S, West Troy,N.Y., 
bought--25th of April A.D. 1864 by the German Ev. Luth. Church 
at Cumberland, Md. This would seem to indicate taatthe first clock 
might have been renlaced after 16 years. 

Note : In some records the word clock apoears as Glocke as tn 
German. 

Picture taken ot Painting by 
Jesse Straw-1969--

\u 
~ 

5. P SICAL CONDITION OF nRUCTURE Endongerecl 

~r--t3£'p FOR P 

..., I 
~ 4. LOCATION MAP (p/.., Optional) 

0. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Avfltor, Title, P....,.s) 
INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, !:TC. 

ST 

Town History 
Newspaper clioping (undated) 
Scrap book notes. 

Excellent Excellent 
Interior Ex'9rlor 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 
· NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE (IF RECORDER 

Hazel Groves Hansrote,Cha1rman 
Maryland Historical Trust 
Sec.-Preserv$tt~n Society 

Allegany County,MC1. 
DATEOFRECORD Sept. 251 1970 

..., . 
.. 



IN\'LNTORY NO: AL-IV-A-102 DAJ[: 10/4/77 
--~--------

l 92/22 l 

HI llODU lNG: Drastic, moderalc, minor 75 x 120 

N1-\HF.: Of PROP CR TY : ___ T_o_\'_tn__:C::...:l::...:o_:c_k_d_1_ur_d_i ______________________ _ 

l OC1\TIO~ UF J>ROPER1Y : Uedford Street at High SL reel 
I ---

Oil~ECllON DWELLING rAcrs : ____ E_a_s_t_1_2_0_0 ___________________ _ 

NAHE OF O\'/NEH : _________ F_i_rs_t_c_t_,r_i_s_t_i_a_n_r.h_._u_r_d"l _______________ _ 

J\DIJl<LSS: ___________ 3_12_B_e_ci_f_o_r d_S_t_re_e_t ________________ _ 

Cumberland, 11aryland 21502 · ---- --------

~Jt,r': 1 x'f ( \ . L ) 3 x I l1 ( ) '.J ( } 6 ( ) 7 ( ) ( ) 

~I~·..:.. ~lJ•:!.:,!.!~ ( 2) (See other page) 

D:/l l UNG SHAPL : (squ~Jrf!, era~.~, rec Lan~111 l a r ) 

\/ALL CONS llWC I ION: 
Stretd"ler bond on east . 

( ) r I <Al II : 
( )Q BHJ Cl< : 
( ) SIONL: 
( ) LOG 

OcveJ, clupbourd, \'/catherbonrd, \\load nhi ngles, board & baltcn ( Lype?) 
Bond Lype - common, Ln~Jllnh, fJemish. Sketch varh111tn . 6/1 and 5/1 
Bond type rubble, ashlar (random or regular) , quoins-plain , rualicoted 

( ) Olm R: 
Orick pilasters with wooden caps . 

r.overings four on the east and \lest, five on the north 
anc.l south . 

r-., WJ\l.L FEATURES : 

1-0UNDA TI ON~;: 

\·IA TER TAOL[ : 

Oelt Cour::ic, l'iJ as le rs , 01 hers Cont.inuous belt course around the building . 

1.!.!:.gb_, I 01·1, Orick, S Lonr Courseci rubble - smoolh ourface, regulor ashlar 

I\ Pl . A 1 d 11 1onde.astern facade . Quoins are on basement northeast 
one , ru.n, e\e e, ·ou de tirJ.cK corner . 

l'ITNDU\'15, lRIM, SHUTTERS : 1/1( ) 2/2( ) 6/6( ) 9/6( ) 9/9( ) other( ) 
(See other page} pegged(X) nailed( ) wide( ) narrow( ) mitred( ) pediment(v) 

ENTHANCC ' DOOHS : LOCATION: Center of eastern facade . Po r tico with triangular pedi~ent 
0 bl d t l 'ARD•·•ARE · · l( ) 1 d( X) supported by two Roman Co l urnni; w1 th au e oar s cac l ' n : or1g1nu rep ace . . . 
witn one panel. FAN LIGHT, l RANSOM , SIDl LIGHTS, PLAIN ioni~ caps and two ~quarc pil:.isters . 

p l d y t · l H · L l B d lmbricatcd slate sln.ngles decorate the 

l; t l t 
ane _olt' d ert.1lc e , t ~riLdonla oar. s. oanelf. Pediment has three part 

en a> a ure dl. 1 en J. s, s a1nc g ass semi c1 rcul ar ransom . 
CORi\ICE, BJ\HCC, CAVES : (crown, fascia, sorflt , bed) Orick cornice on west, \'/Oodcn returns 

originol(X) rcplciced( ) raflcr ends, modi llions, cienlils , frieze , archi travc on west. 
Ooxed c 1> rnice pedimented on easter n facade . Ga'J led parapet 

JlOOF: Gribl1• fro11t, Gable flank, llip, c;1wd, 1·1ans·Jrd, Curnbrel, Flot, Dormers wilh L.in cap 
~ w,TlHll\L: \:ood shi1191c.>, (sldte, tlri, acphall; original(X) replaced( ) 

Or ectangular shingles) lmbricated shin1les on spire . Sno1'lbircls . 
POHCllES : SllAPL. OF HOOF - shed( ) hip( ) gable( X) LiC)htning rod . 

Portico Three io o{ininal ROaj,lion 
Cllfl.lNEv<i : Nu111ber : 4 Orick( X) Stone( ) Corbeled( 3) caps original( J r eplC.1cecw, ) • 

rxtonor .dJet ocal.i.on : Flush end( ) InuiclP. end( ) Oulsicle e nd( 1) Cent ral( ) I 11 Lcrior(J) 
(1) (Decorated rnarble) 

,.-.,. 
/\HCllLS : Door & \·/indows : CJ<cystone) r .lat , Segmental, Semicirculnr Orick arches 

(first floor above door eastern facade.) 
CUHtlF.:NfS: Culoni<ll Influence 

LJ<iE : Hcliqion 
SJ C~ iH l CANCr. : J\rchi tecture/llisEory 
DJ\ Tr CONS I HUC fCD : 1848 

-=-~"---~~--~~ 
CONDIT lON: fair 

~~----~~-~~~~-~ 



INTf:R I DH AL-1!-A- /OJ_ 

I LUOR PLAN: 

( X) CENTRAL I 1\LL : 
( ) SJDL flf\Ll. : 
( ) IRHEGUl.AH 

h;c 1.'00PIS. 1 cad· :;i,c'·'; th•11hlc parloc , ~~ 
One room deep, L\'10 rooms deer 
Central entrance - tower - narthex - nave chaicel, elliptical plaster 
ard1 . Ceiling shallow vaulted arch original plaster present file . 
Two room either side of narthex \'1ith balcony stairs in them . S l ;\ l R\'JI\ YS : 

( ) ENCLOSED: 
( ) OPEN : 

Single flight, L\w fligl1b; \'Ii lh londing 

( ) OOC-Lr:r~ 
Single flight, tl-10 flighls - one landing, lhrne fJLghLs - hrn landlnon 

( J ~-;_w; 1;i I J 1 1,·,' J f'.!Drn~i One run 900 turn 
~;p lHl\I 
IWlfM)LD 

Two identical stairways lead to balcony . 

c.;'llill IHH'll IHVI IJLD I ur;111s 

\:,'\I I i li\'.lSll: 

( X) PLAS f[H 
( ) PA~LL[O: original; replaced 
( ) BOARD PAR fITION: baseboard, corn.ice, cllail' rail, wu inscot 

f IFH.:l'U\CES: 

NUMBtR ----
L ClCA l lOi\.: parallel lo walls, dh1gon;1l 
Mi\NTF LS: wood mouldings, µilasLers, cu.lumrm, manonary, marble 

OOOH5 : paneled, bo;ird and batten, flush 
-TIAHD\~AR[ : or1ginaJ; replaced 

DOOll & \HNDO\'I rnIM : 

( ) PLAtN 
( X) ARCH I TRI\ VI: 
( ) SYMME TRIC with CORNER BLOCKS 
( ) ~LUTED 
( ) •LUTCD wilh CORNER BLOCKS 
( ) ARCHED OPENINGS : elip Lical, Ludor 

NOlES: 

24 lonq pews . in chancel fluted wooden 
pilasters support elliptical vaulted arch be _ 
hind dlancel between pilasters tier of panelin~ 
with stage 1-1ith curtain for viewi~g baptis111s. 
01ancel orcJan choir loft has paneled railin~, 
balcony face paneled. Pilasters under balcony 
nrchitrave trim . 

Large bap~ismal pool behind chancel - pipe organ cuts balcony in half. Larqe 

pipeorc1an - hand pump - in balcony recently re:3tored, Gix iron lamps chained over 

nave . Painted windo1·1s unobservable from outside. 

(Sec other paqe - INTERIOR) 
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,\L-IV-A-102 
Fir::.t ChL'istlan Church (Desclp lcs of Christ) 
312 Ocdfor<l Street 
Cu JCrland, 11<..rylond 21502 

Map of Gity of Cumberl<'.nd , 
AlleganY Co ., 11.a:r;ylan~ 

Charles R. l~uzt:.:i , City E.'1b1 !leer 
revised 1971 
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