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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The First Baptist Church is located at 212 Bedford Street in Cumberland, Maryland. It 
is a T-shaped brick structure of l~stories. The 1917 east (front) facade is of white 
glazed, all stretcher brickwork; this also extends back one bay on the north and south 
facades. The rest of the building, constructed in 1849, is of red brick laid in conman bond 
with random variations; this has been repointed. The original part has two high brick belt 
courses on each facade and a single low one on the side facades (although the north side is 
covered by additions). On the east facade only the low belt course exists, where it is 
executed in stone. 

The church sits on a low foundation of rock-faced, coursed ashlar on the north and 
south and uncoursed rubble on the west (rear). It has a plain water table. The gable end 
of the church faces front. The gable roof is covered with sheets of asphalt. A replace­
ment box cornice surrounds the 1849 structure. Two interior brick chimneys are located 
in the west end. One is original with corbeled cap; the other is a replacement. 

The principal (east) facade is a three-part composition div1.ded vertically into nave 
{on the south) and stair tower {on the north); the latter is divided horizontally to 
separate a basement from the tower above. This distinction is deliberately obscured on 
the nave by containing the windows of those two floors within one large opening in the 
wall. The stair tower wall is brought forward on this facade (in plan the tower comes 
forward on the east and north elevations), resulting in three exposed corners on this 

- elevation. Each corner is similarly buttressed on its two sides with a three-part 
buttress, narrowing and set back from bottom to top. The set backs are at the firit floor 
and choir levels and are marked by stone shoulders or weatherings. The top and bottom 
segments have inset round-arched panels. The choir level segments are tenninated by 
molded concrete copings. The two buttresses which flank the stair tower have an additional 
section with an applied pediment and another concrete coping (these are not set back). 

i 

' 

The southernmost buttress is shorter than those on the facade. Its tenninal coping turns 
to rake against the south wall of the nave. The top copings of the facade buttresses are 
continuous with the copings of their respective roofs. 

The nave portion of the facade, wider than the stair tower, contains between the 
buttresses a large gothic tracery window set in a brick arch topped by a stone arch 
above the springing. The floor of the auditorium (first floor) is marked by a band of 
three large quatrefoil panels between the upper and lower windows. The wall above the 
arch is set with nine round-arched panels in a blind arcade which rises directly out of 
the window arch and follows the raking of the gable. Above this is the coping of the 
gable which breaks vertically near the point and then squares off to fonn a blunt peak. 

The wall of the stair tower is similarly composed above the basement, without the 
quatrefoil or arched panels. The roof coping fonns a simple low gable. 

The basement contains the main entrance, set in an arch like the window arches, with 
a blind arcade of five arched panels above. The entrance has a double door of two six­
paneled leaves in a wooden frame. The two parts of the stair tower are separated by a 
heavy window ledge, continuous w1th and set back from the weatherings of the buttresses. 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #1. 
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At basement level the south facade has a recessed frame coal chute at the rear; this 
is now sealed. There are three basement windows with 4/4 light sash containing translucen 
glass, wooden trim, and stone sills. A low brick be1t course serves as lintel for these 
windows. The rear entrance on this facade is recessed and has a flat brick arch, wooden 
trim, and a two-panel door with one light of translucent glass. The entrance near the 
front has a four-panel door. 

On the first floor of this facade are three round-arched stained glass windows with 
two tall panels and a fixed half-round one above. These have stone sills, plain wooden 
trim, and brick arches. The six illustrations in these windows are different from 
those on the north facade. There is also one small rectangular stained glass window with 
wooden trim and brick sil1. 

The west end has two basement windows of thick translucent glass, one with 56 
lights and one with 69 and two larger movable panes; both have flat brick arches and 
brick sills. The door in the north bay 1s a replacement and the transom is boarded 
over. The first story has three window openings; the north one has been bricked in 
but was identical to the south one, which 1s like the windows on the south. The central 
stained glass window is shorter and wider and has a gently pointed brick arch and a 
brick sill. It is an alteration as the brickwork around it is disturbed. 

The north facade has one closed up basement window with brick arch. At first story 
level are three stained glass windows of similar fonn to those on the south but different 
parts fixed and movable; they have brick arches, stone sills, and wooden trim. This 
facade also has a small rectangular window like that on the south; both swing in. 

Two small additions are built against the north side of the church; they do not 
disturb the appearance of the church. 

On the interior of the church the stairs are located in the northeast corner. At 
the basement level the main entrance opens into a hall facing the stair that leads to 
the main worship area on the next floor. The basement is divided into a number of rooms 
with walls and folding partitions. 

The main floor is divided into a nave in the center, a Sunday School area divided 
off with a folding wood partition in the east end, and organ, choir loft, and two small 
rooms at the west end. The chancel area has an elliptical platform raised two steps 
above the nave and divided from it by three pointed-arched openings with wooden pillars. 
Behind these arched openings are the choir and organ lofts. The choir loft is slightly 
raised above the chancel floor. A trap door in the chancel floor covers a baptismal 
pool. The two rooms next to the chancel are preparation rooms. A closed stair leads 
from them to the basement. 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #2. 
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The nave ceiling is a flat plaster one with curved corners. The chancel ceiling is 
a four-arched cross vault. four wrought iron lamps with stained glass panels hang from 
chains in the nave. 

The open well stair that leads from the basement to the balcony at the east end of 
the church has seven 1andings and six and a half flights. Made of walnut, it is not 
decorated except for rectangular pendants. There 1s wainscoting on the walls of the 
stair. 

Woodwork around the doors and windows is plain. The folding partition in the nave 
has eight seven-panel doors. The double doors leading into the nave are identical to 
these. The choir rai1 mold1ng extends around the n~ve. A walnut paneled railing surround~ 
the organ and choir 1ofts. The face of the balcony 1s paneled. Architrave trim extends 
around the top of the wa11s near the cei1ing. 

The pipe organ was bought and insta1led in 1921 and was recently renovated. 
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The significance of the First Baptist Church on Bedford Street 
in Cumberland, Allegany County, Maryland is derived from the facade 
that was added in 1917 to the existing church structure erected in 1849. 
Executed in a modest interpretation of the Late Gothic Revival style, 
the facade embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type of 
architecture that, while popular in the United States in the first 
half of the present century, was not commonly used in Cumberland. 
The dominant features which characterize the First Baptist Church facade 
are a smooth, quiet perpendicular design executed in masonry. The 
position of this structure in the architectural fabric of Cumberland 
is heightened by its location on a hill from which it is visible from 
various locations in the center of the city. 
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By 1849 Rev. Griffith had gathered enoug2 Baptists into his congregation to build a 
church, which was dedicated in November 1849. This original brick building was larger 
than it need be, accordtng to Lowdermilk, who st~tes that the "seating capAcity" was 
much larger than the number of the congregation. 

During the Civil War Cumberland was used to house Union wounded. "Halls, churches, 
and wareh~uses" were tefl!porary hospitals where local physicians cared for the wounded 
soldiers. The soldiers hospitalized here numbered 500 in December of 1861 and l,200 
in the spring of 1862. Even after the large Clar5sville hospital was opened, fifteen 
different locations in Cumberland housgd wounded. Thomas and Williams state that the 
First Baptist Church was one of these. 

Shortly after the ~r, for some unknown reason, the council of the church met and 
decided to disband the organization. It was reorganized in 1871. According to local 
tradition, the congregation was forced to pay for their land a second time due to an 
error 1n7the first title. In 1878 Lowdermilk reports of a congregation of seventy 
persons. 

In 1913 the Reverend H.F. Loomis arrived to fill a one year vacancy at the pulpit 
to find that much of the congregation had drifted away. Through his strenuous efforts 
he rebuilt the congregation to 300 by 1923. At a cost of $15,000.00 a new front facade 
to the church was erected and dedicated in January of 1917.8 Included in this facade 
are architectural components that join to create a balanced visual impact. The tracery 
windows are the largest 1n the Cumberland area. The soaring height of these windows 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #3. 
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is countered by the molded concrete trim highlighting the buttresses and entrance. The 
arcaded effect of rows of pointed brick arches above the entrance and the larger window, 
combined with the recessed position of the window and entrance, present a contrast 
giving greater depth to the east facade. These Gothic Revival features and the 
asynrnetrical design of the facade are reminiscent of the cultural awareness of the past 
members of the church. 

Additional misfortunes include the murder of a missionary to China during disturbance~ 
there, and the loss of the church's history, including the names of many of the pastors, 
when the records were moved to Baltimore "for historical purposes. 11 9 

Today the church membershtp is still activ~ and services continue despite the lack 
of a minister. It is the detennination of a congregation with a history of struggle 
against misforuune that keeps this church a monument to the courage of the Baptist 
people of Cumberland. The Gothic facade of this building symbolizes the strength of 
these people "buttressed" by thier faith in God. 

1 Will H. Lowdermilk, History of Cumberland (Baltimore: Regional Publishing Co., 1971), 
p. 464. Reprint of the 1878 edition. 

2 Lowdermilk, p. 465. 

3 Lowdermilk, p. 464. 

4 Harry Stegmaier, Jr., Allegany County-A History {Parsons, W.Va.: McClain Printing 
Co. , 1976), p. 187. 

5 Ibid. 

6 James W. Thomas and T.J.C. Williams, History of Allegany County, Maryland. 
(Philadelphia: L.R. Titsworth and Co., 1923), p. 476. 

7 Lowdermilk, p. 465. 

8 Thomas and, Williams, p. 477. 

9 Lowdermilk, pp.465-6. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The First Baptist Church is located on Bedford Street in Cumberland, 
Maryland. 

The building basically consists of a one and one-half story, two bay 
wide, 'T' shaped structure. Wall construction is brick featuring white 
glazed brick work over the entire eastern facade and extending back one bay 
each on the northern and southern facade. All the brick work, except the 
new eastern facade, is laid in american corrrnon bond using random variations. 
The eastern facade is completely stretcher bond. There has been repainting 
done on the brick work over the entire original building. There are two 
high, brick, continuous belt courses running on the south, north and western 
facade. A low, brick belt course is found on the southern facade only. 
This changes to an original smooth faced stone belt course as it runs into 
new eastern facade. Probably, this feature was originally on northern 
facade as well, which now has additions which cover this feature. The build­
ing is supported by a low, stone foundation of rock-faced coursed ashlar bond 
construction on the southern and northern facade and uncoursed rubble on the 
western facade. Water table is plain. The roof of the building is gable 
front. The roof is replaced, covered with asphalt sheets. A replaced boxed 
cornice with soffit and frieze surrounds the top of the building on the 
northern, western and southern facades. There are two brick chimneys, both 
inside end. One is original with corbeled cap, the other is replaced. The 
eastern facade is the front of the church. It has a 10 foot concrete base 
under its new facade which was constructed in 1917. Its walls feature 
moulded concrete trim throughout on buttresses, around windows, even the 
capping on top of the false parapet and gable located there. There are 
seven buttresses on the eastern facade including the extensions on the north­
ern and southern facades. Three buttresses on the east and two each on the 
north and south extensions. Within this facade are found 34 recessed panels 
of concrete with pointed brick arches over their heads. Three of these are 
located on the northern extension of this facade on the buttresses with 5 
of them in a row between the buttresses. On the southern extension, two 
panels are on the buttresses with a row of four panels between the buttres­
ses. Located here within these buttresses were formed archways in the con­
crete foundation with some tooled work. On the main eastern facade, each 
of the three buttresses have two of these panels. The buttress on the 
southeast corner has a wooden door, one paneled, vertical boards, plain 
wooden trim, one set in concrete archway at the base. Five of the panels 
are located above the main entrance to the church. Nine of the panels are 
located above the larger main window. Below the main window is located one 
iron grated, fixed, basement 20 light window of thick translucent g1ass of 
double layered squares. Also one iron doored coal shute. The first floor 
main window is a large stained glass tracery window with triple row pointed 
brick arch overhead. Tracery window includes decorated wooden spandrels 
and heavy wooden trim within. A smaller stained glass tracery window is 
located above the main entrance with triple row pointed brick arch overhead. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The history of the First B<mtist Church in Cumberland has been 
a fluctuatinil one. '.)urin'J the last century this church had its setbacks 
but al\-1ays ;nana1ed to overcome misfortune to pros;Jer. The first record 
of Baotist meetings in this area vi as in the 1840' s "."/hen a handful of 
persons met in 3 hall above ci fire station. r:\t tf;is ti1ne ti1e first missionary 
tu corne to tri:.:::Je flaptists das i\ev. 3enjamin Criffiti1, 1~." .. ho later 
'Jecame ti1e first pac:;tor of the church. 1 

3y 184'J i:cv. :::;riffith iia~ gathered enougl1 ,Jsrtists into,,his con­
r;ireSjation to build <J churc11 thCJ.t was :lc·1icated in '.av. 1849. i... T1 1i.:; 

ori~]inal '.irick 'JuilJing .1ac, re[)ortcdly larqer t: 10n it nee cl :Je, accorJinJ 
to Lor1dcrr;-1ilk .-1ho stated tliat t.·1e"s..:ating ca;_Jacity" 1~as ::1Uch lar]er than 
the nur.icier of the congregation. .3 

juri11g t:1e civil ;'ar Cu::1Jerland "~as used to house Union .iounded. 
"Halls~ C•lUrches, and liarehouses" 1·1ere temporary hospital3 .11 iere local 
q;1ysiciuns cared fur the .:ounded soldiers. 4 The soldiers husµi tali zed 
i1ere f1Ufii!Jered 5uU in ciec. of 1861 arid l,2:J(l in the ::.>iJring of 1862. Even 
~ft~r b1e forge Chirysville i10s~ital \las opcne~- fi'.teen different l~cations 
1r1 LU•auerland houGed \"lounded. Thomas and '.nlli;:trns Gtate ti1at bie 
First ~~af)tist Church .1as used to house •·rnundcd soldiers. u 

S:10rtly ofter ti 1e .iar, for some unknovm reasun, the council of 
t:1e church met and decided to disband the organization jut it 1Ja3 re­
organized in 1B71. According to local tradition, another stroke of 
1nisfartune •ms th<:it the congregdtion 11as forced to pay for tncir land 
a second time due to an error in the first title. In 1C73 Lov1dermilk 
reports of a congrerJati0n of seventy persons. 7 

In 1913 the rlevercnd H.F. Loomi:::i arrived to fill a one year vacancy 
at the pulpit to fir1d that 1~uch of the conuregation had drifted av1ay. 
Througt1 his strenuous efforts he l1ad rebuilt the con;iregation to 300 
hy 192.3. 1~t a cost of .115 ,~OD .00 a new front facade to the d1urch had 
oeen erected, and dedicated in January of 1917. 8 Included in this 
facade are arci1i tectural components that join to create a balanced 
visual impact. The larqe tracery 1"1indows are the largest in the Cumberland 
area. The soaring height of these v.iindows are countered by the moulded 
concrete trim hig~1 lighting the buttresses and entrance. The arcaded effect 
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AL-IV-A-113 

Physical description for First Bapist Church continued Page -2-

Heavy wooden trim within this window also. The main entrance is located on the 
northern corner of the eastern facade. It has a pointed brick arch covered with 
a thin layer of concrete located over the doors. A recessed decorative wooden 
panel is located there too. The recessed wooden doors, original are six paneled 
with horizontal boards encased in plain heavy wooden frame. 

Located in the rear bottom corner of the southern facade is a wood framed, 
recessed, coal shute entrance that is sealed shut. The three basement windows 
located on southern facade have four over four lights9 translucent glass, double 
hung windows with mullion. They have plain wooden trim and stone lugsills. A 
low brick belt course serves as a flat brick arch overhead. Rear entrance here 
is recessed. Door is two paneled, horizontal boards, one light of translucent 
glass, plain wooden trim all around and flat brick arch overhead. Another entrance 
located near the front is four paneled, vertical boards with plain wooden trim 
all around. First floor has three stained glass windows, each with eight lights, 
fixed, with mullion. Above each is a half round stained glass window; fixed. 
These windows have stone lugsills, plain wooden trim and semicircular brick 
arches overhead. They feature six different illustrations; different from those 
on northern facade. One, small, recessed, rectangular, stained glass window has 
wooden trim around it and brick slipsills. This window swings in. 

Western facade has two basement windows of thick, double layered, translu­
cent glass. One is fifty-six lights, fixed with flat brick arch overhead and 
brick slipsill at the base. The other is sixty-nine lights, fixed with two larger 
rectangular lights in middle that swing out. It has flat brick arch overhead and 
brick slipsill at base. The entrance located here is replaced. It is three 
paneled, both horizontal and vertical boards with one light of translucent glass. 
Plain wooden trim all around. At one time contained transom which now is boarded 
shut. First floor had three windows orignally, one is now bricked shut with 
semicircular brick arch remaining. The northernmost window is stained glass with 
five lights, four of which are rectangular with mullion. Above is a half round 
stained glass window, fixed. Above window is semicircular brick arch and stone 
lugsill below. The remaining stained glass window has six lights. Three small 
rectangular lights beneath three larger lights. All are fixed except one on mid­
dle bottom that swings in. This window has double row brick pointed arch overhead 
and brick lugsill at base. Plain wooden trim all around. Originally, window was 
like the other two on the western facade. 

Original basement window on northern facade is sealed shut with double row 
brick arch overhead still intact. First floor features three stained glass win­
dows each with eight lights, fixed, with mullion. One half round stained glass 
window above each of these swings down and in. All the windows have semicircular 
brick arches overhead and stone lugsills at bases with plain wooden trim all around. 
There are six different illustrations depicted in these windows. Also located on 
northern facade is one, smaller, rectangular, recessed stained glass window that 
swings in. This window has brick slipsill and wooden trim all around. The church 
has two additions, both found on the northern facade. One abuts basement and made 
of brick. The other is tin siding over wood and located on the Northwest corner. 
Both have ribbed tar paper shed roofs. Basement addition has six, fourty-seven 
light windows of translucent glass, fixed, of thick double layered squares. One 
long rectangular light in middle of each of these swings out. Windows are connected 
by five brick mullions. Windows have wooden lintels and cement sills. Tin addi­
tion has cement foundation. It has three one-over-one light, translucent glass, 
double hung windows with plain wooden trim and wooden lugsills. 

- ----------



Significance continued for First ilaptist Church AL-IV-A-113 

of rows of '.:JOinted brick arches above the entrance and the laqer >-Vindow 
combined \·Ii th the recessed position of the v1indow and entrance present 
a contrast qivinq greater depth to the eastern facade. These r.othic 
Revival features and the asymmetrical design of the facade are remiscent 
of the cultural awareness of the past members of the churd1. 

Additional misfortunes to the church include the murder of a missionary 
to China during disturbances there and the loss of the church's history 
including the names of .nany of the pastors \·/hen the records 1-1ere moved 
to Baltimore "for historical purposes." 9 

Despite this lonq history of bad luck the church membership is 
still active and services continue despite the lack of a minister. It is 
t~e determination of a congregation with a history of struggle against 
rrusfortune that keeps this church a monument to the courage of the 8aptist 
people of Cumberland. The Gothic facade of this building 3ymbolizes 
the strength of these people "buttressed" by their faith in God. 

1. Will H. Lowdermilk, History of Cumberland (Baltimore: Regional Publishing Co., 
1971.) p. 464. Reprint of the 1878 edition. 

2. Lowdermilk, History of Cumberland. f1· 465. 

3. Lov1dermilk, History of Cumberland, p. 464. 

4. Harry Stegmaier, Jr. Allegany County-A History (Parsons, W.Va. 
Printing Co., 1976) p. 187. 

5. Ibid. 

'.kClain 

6. James .~. Thomas and T.J.C. \hlliams, History of Alle9any Countv, ;Jd. ( Philad~lnhia: 
L.R. Titsworth and Co., 1923) p. 476. 

7. Lm'ldermilk, History of Curaberland. p. 465 

8. Thomas and \'Jilliams, History of 1\lleqany County, lfaryland. p. 477 

9. Lowderr;iilk, History of Cumberland. pp. 465-6 
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.. ,ort:1ern Facade - nne a'luts tJasement, ,nade of ~Jricl<, tt1c olher is tin 
addition on;, .. :. corner. Jot:1 i1<we rio~;ed tar patJer shed roof3. 'lase1nent 
addition :1as six, fourty-seven liriht \1indov1s. translucent qlass. fixed. thick 
doulJle layered squares. '.:Inc long rectonuular lir:v•t in middle of these, 
s.1iw;s out. .iindo.1s are connected :)y five LJrick mullions. i1ave .·1ooden 
li;1teL and cement sills. Tin arldition t•as cement foundatior1 ··ii ti i tin siding 
over v1ood. It has three, one-over-one lights, dou'.Jle i1unc3 .1indm1s, plain 
..iooden trL;-i, 11ooden lugsills, translucent rJlas::;. 

Eastern facade - Cln~ paneled, vertical :rnarc.b, 0lain .1ooder1 tri:11. 
Southern Fucar!e Front - Four paneled, vertical :.rnards, rlain ,,1ooden tril!l. 
Southern FC:lcade r;ear - T•10 panel~d, horizontal ~oards. one liqht - translucent rJlass. 

recessed ,rilain .1ooden trilil. i="lat brick arct1. 
>lestern Facade - Three paneled, boti1 horizontal and vertical rnards, re;ilaced, 

one light - translucent Jlass, plain 1·10odPn trim. Had transom 
no1t1 boarded shut. 

~orthern Facade -

Eastern Facade -

First Floor - Three stained ']lass winrlm1s each .1iti1 eiq~t 
liqhts, fixed, 11ith mullion, one half round, 
stained glass windo11 above each of these m-1ings 
dmm and in. \·/indows have stone lugsills, 
semicircular brick arches and plain wooden 
trim. Six different illustrations in these 
·,1indo.-1s. One, s11all. stcJined glass "'indow, 
rectangular, recessed, wooden trim, brick sli~-
sill. \/indow swings ir1. Cne •vindo'.1 sealed 

- si1ut vJith douule rm·1 brick arch still intact. 

Basement - Jne iron (_)rated, fixed, thick transulcent glass 
of double layered squares, tilenty light;.;. Une 
i ran doored coal chute. 

First Floor - One large stained glass tracery window ilith 
pointed brick ard1, decorated >10oden sriandrels, 
heavy wooden trim. Une smaller stained []lass 
tracery 11indm·1, above entrance, pointed brick 
arch, heavy 1woden trim. 

Eastern Facade Facing South - Three stained glass windows vertically arranged 
atop one another with two brick spandrels betileen 
to look like 0 ne larqe window. Top stained 
fJlass windm-1 is doutJle hung, two, one-over-one 
lirihts v1iU1 decoraterl mullion. Pointed ~nick c.r·.~·1 
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overhead and concrete lugsill, wooden trim all 
around. lliddle windows are two,one-over-one 
licihts, double hung, stained glass l'Jindm'ls 11i th 
mullion and wooden trim. No arch. Has a concrete 
slir3ill. Bottom windo~s are the same as the 
middle rn1es, except with the concrete foundation 
serving as the slipsill. 

Eastern Facade Facinq North -

';iestern Facade -

Southern Facade -

First and One half Floor - One stained glass window 
with a double row pointed 
brick arch and concrete 
lu']sill. llindm·1 is double 
hung, one-over-one liJhts, 

First Floor - wooden trim. 
Cne, one-over-one liqhts, double 
hung, stained qlass window, no 
arch, plain wooden trim, concrete 
luqsil l. 

Basement - Two windows of thick double layered, translucent 
glass. One fifty-six lights, fixed, flat brick 
arch and brick slipsill. 'Jther is sixty-nine 
li!]hts, fixed, >'lith two larqer rectangular lights 
in middle that s11ing out, flat brick arch and 
brick slipsi 11. 

First Floor - Three windows originally, one bricked shut 
with semicircular brick arch remainin1. 
The northernmost window is stained glass ~ith 
five lir;hts, four of w~1ich are rectanr:Jular 
1·1ith mullion. ,'.\bove is a h;::ilf round stained 
r:ilass 't1indrn·1 ~ fixerl. Above ;·1inrlow is semi-
circular brick arch and stone luJsill below. 
The remaining window has six stain~d qla&R 
li1hts. Three small rectan']ular lights 
beneath three larger lights. All are fixed 
except one on middle ~ottom that swings in. 
')ouble rmv ~rick pointed arch and bric~ lu']sill. 
~Jriginally .1.i11drn1 v'las like other b10. "hiin .iourien tri ,1 

Basement - Die wood, recessed coal shute entrance. Sealed 
shut locate.j in rear. Three, four-over-four 
lights, translucent glass, dou~le hunJ ~indo~s 
11.i ti1 ciullion. Plain .moden tri;n. Stone lugsills, 
lower brick belt course serves a3 a flat arch 
overileCJd. Entrance here is L·w paneled, horizontal 
'.Joarrls ·.-1ith one lig:it ·.1indm1. Flat '.1rick arch 
<md plain .JOoden trim. 

First Floor - Three stCJined glass >1indov1s eaci1 .-;it:-i eiqnt 
li~hts, fixed, with m~llion. Jne half round 
stained glass ·11indm'I above each of these is 
fixed. ;1indo1·10 trnve stone lur:isills, semicircular 
hrick arches, pl;::iin ~ooden trim. ~indows have 
six different illustrations, different frum 
ones on \orthern facade. One small rectanqular 
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stained glass 11indov,. identical to one on 
northern facade. 

INTERIUR DESC2IPTION 

, 1ain entrance leads into oasement entrance hall facing a stairway 
leading to the main worship area on first floor. The narthex is a hall leadinJ 
fro•n tile stairs to the nave. The nave is divided at the rear with a foldin9 
1·moden purti ti on creating a temporary Sunday school area ·,-1i th pews. The 
chancel area is an elliptical platform raiserl hm steps a;Jove the nave and 
divided from ttie nave ~y tl1rce pointed arcned openings "dith •vooden pillars. 
l3ehind these arched openings are the clioi r and organ lofts. The choir loft 
is slightly raised above tile chancel floor. A trar door in the chancel 
floor covers a bapti::;mal ;1001. 1\ext to the chancel are two separate 
preparation rooms connected to the basement v1ith a sinCJle flight encased 
stairway. The stairway leads to the first and one half floor balcony which 
includes a separate storage room ur1d the seating area ..ihich has been divided 
by bm permanent vmoden partitions creatinr:J three Sunday school areas. The 
ceiling of the nave section is flat plaster, corners v1hich are curved. 
The ceiling of the d1ancel section is a four arched, cross vault. Four 
lamps hanging on d1ains above the nave are wrought iron with stained glass 
lights. The walls are all of plaster construction. 

The open ..iell stairway leadinq from the basement to the balcony has seven 
landings and six and one-half fliqhts arc made of walnut. The stainvay is 
plain except for rectangular pendants. Wainscoting is on the walls of the 
stain1ay. 

\·/oodvrnrk around the doors and 1-1indows is nlain. The eight folding 
partition doors have seven panels and horizontal boards. The double doors 
leading into the nave are identical to these. An architrave dioir rail extends 
around the nave. 1:Jalnut oarieled railing surrounds the orl)an and choir lofts. 
The face of the balcony is covered with architrave panels. Architrave trim 
extends around the to~ of the ~alls near the ceilin~. 

The pipe organ ~as bought and installed in 1921 and was recently 
rennovated. 
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1. STATE Liar:rl· nd 
COUNTY Allegany . 
TOWN Cumberland VICINITY orthe2 st 
STREET No 212 Bedford St . 

0R1c1NAL owNER First Baptist 
ORIGINAL USE -.el igloua 
PRESENT OWN ER.Fl rst Eapti st 
P RE SEN T USE ~ el i ( i OU 8 

WALL CONSTRUCTION Brick 
NO. OF STORIES 

HISTORIC At.'ERICAN BUILDINGS S>JRVEY 
INVEHTORY /t J_ - I tJ I 

2· NAME i<'TRST EJ1P'l1IsT c ar Cfi 

DATE OR PERIOD 18<. 7 /lq48 
STYLE Get ic 
ARCHITECT 

BUILDER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AN['I DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC '!CS 

C~ . .1rc.'1 S"'fltS about 300. 
Cr· ginal Cb1rch wt th adai t ions; ..... nex - 218 Eedford Str·eet bud been 
rectory of St . Luke ' s Lutheran Ch1rch - Col11mbia Street. 
St· i ned Glass window Memorials . 
Co ununion Tabl e in memory of Mr. and Mrs . John Vandegrift • 

Building used n s Civil \far Bos pl tal. 

• . above dsta. by Lr . Een.iem.in Eruner ,Pestor· . 

le49--Cornerstone lala ; Church b~tween Front Street (now Henderson 
Eo11levard) o.nd Columbia St1•eet; Consecrated I'ov . 4 , 1A49 . 
First ~ee tinrs of the congreget ' on were held tn the Pioneer 
aose Company . 

llote : Defect fo .ncl in title to rooertv 11I1d congregatio".l h d to 
pay twLce for their land . 

. . . Scharf History, p . 1410, 1411 

CIVJL ,'.AR ?OSPITAL in the old church--Thor1·~ s Hist ory, p . 476 

NeVJ part of church d~dlcated .. TP:n . 21, 1917 
( 'it l 5 , 000) 

II n 

Note : The fir•et church in Allee;any County was Btrntlst - built in 177:b 

s. PHYSlt~l ao~OihotPtW'nhl!H'Jittt \n.Po~im ty . . . H . rn, .. ;lo"r v . Good E•t• r lor J . Good 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Pion Optlonol) 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Tiiie, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ~TC. 

I '·1 • .. :- p' - -- .. ~- , . 
.Schc l' f and Tho'Ila s 
rteseurch by Helen 

r, by 
H. G. H. 

Histtry 
S . F...inkle 

7.PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS ANO TITLE (1F RECORDER 

PRZPl Proves f·.,srote, V- Ch· lrmen 
!5arvland Historical 'I'rust, 
11llep-any County 

!)e c . l, 1970 
DA TE OF RE'CCRC 



I NVI NTORY NO: _u.f\..._L-_.l,_,V_-....,A-'-1=1=3~----- DATE : ______ 10....;../...,.,l,...;3/,.....7_7 ____ _ 
4/25J 
4/398 

HCHODLLINC : Drastic , moderate , minor 54 x 155 

First Oaptist Church 

212 Bedford StrePt 

first Bnptist Ch1Jrch 

ADDRCSS :~ ____________ 2_1_2_A_e_rl_f_o_r_d_S_tr_e_e_t ______________ ~ 

Cumberlanrl, ttarvland 21502 

~ Q,, I L 5 : l ( .1iJ 2 ( ) 3 ( ) 4 ( ) 5 \ ' (, ( ) RJ\ yr; : l ( ' ' ~ i ( ) /1 ( ) 5 ( ) (, 1 
) 7 ( } ( ) 

.:.!_!_··~..!....!..L-~OlJI 1 l.lli\ > 0) (See other pat]e) 

m·l[LllNG Slll\PL: (square, cross, recta11gult.1r) "T" shaped. Head of "T" is white glazed 
urick extending over eastern facade and one bay on north and south . 

WALL CONSTRUCTION: 

( ) 
( ~ 
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 

Stretcher bond on eastern facade . 
rRAME : Bevel , clapboard , ~1eatherboo.ru 1 wood s l1ingles 1 board & ballcn (type?) 
ORICI<: Bond t.ype - common, Cnglish, Flemish. Skelch vari.unLs . Random on nod:h,south . 
STONE : Bo11ci type - rubble, F1slih1r ( rnndom or regular), quoins-plain 1 rus ticat.ed 
LOG 7 buttresses, 34 recessed panels with pointed 
OTHER : Coverings brick arches . l-1oulded concrete Lrirn on eastern 

(On south , nor th anr:I west.) facade . Repointinl) of brick 1rnrk . 
r"' \vAI L FEATURrS : (Bell Course,) Pilasters, Olhcrs One lo\'1 brick belt course on south, changes 

to stone . 2 hi gh oneti on south , north and 
wes t. Rock faced coursed ashlar bond on south FOUND/\TIONS : High , Low, Brick, Stone 

\•/ATCR TABL[ : None , Plain, Beveled , Moulded Brick and north . ~lest is uncoursed rubble . 
FOUNDATIONS - 10 foot high concrete base under new eastern facade . 

l'IINDU\'JS, TRIM, SHUTTERS : 1/1( ) 2/2( ) 6/6( ) 9/6( ) 9/9( ) olhcr( ) 
(~ee other page) pegged( X) nailed( ) wide( ) narrow( ) mitred( ) pediment( ) 

ENTRANCE,DOORS : LOCATION: Northern corner of easlern facade . 
HARDWARE : original( X) replaced( ) 
FAN LI GH T, TRANSOM , SIDE LIGHTS , PLAIN 
Pa neled , Verticlc , Horizontal Boards Plain 1~ooden frame . 6 

3oxed 
COr~NICE , OARGE, EAVES : (crown, fascia, soffit , bed) 

original( ) replaced( X) rafter entls , modillions, denlils , frieze , architrave 

ROOF : G<Jble ft'nnt, Gable flank, lli.p, She d, ffarn;a i.·d, Gornbrel. Fial, Dnrmers If 
- - HAIUUJ\[: viuod shingle!:> , slale, Un asphe:dL j sheetsori9inal( ) replc.1ceJ\Xl 

Un eastern facac.lc are a false parapet and f}able . 
PORCHES : SllAPE OF HOOF - s hed( ) hip( ) gable( ) 

CllIMNCYS : 

AHCI IES : 

r COMMENTS : 

Number : Orick( x) Stone( ) Corbelcd(x) Cap originaJ ( ) rcplocecl( X) 
Locatlon : F lu~h end( ) Inside end(2) Outside end( ) Central( ) Interior( ) 

Brick p . t · k 1 Door & 1'/indows: l<cystone ~li~r Segmental , Sernicirculor 01n ed buc arc 1cs 
(Sc ier page) 

Originally ouilt under greek influence, now new eastern facade and window on 

USE : Religion 
western facade are influenced by Gothic 
revival style . 

5ICNff ICANCC : Architecture/I lislory 
DA TC CONS TRUCTLO :__._.18u.:4s..i'1'---------
rONU I TI ON: Falr 

~~~~~~~~-~~~-



JNTfRJOH 

rLOOH Pl AN : 

( ) CENlHAL HALL: 
( ) SIDE HALL : 

lwo rooms, each sJde ; double patlor, one side 
One room deep, L\·10 rooms deep 

( X) Il1REGULAR 

ST A_IrH~AYS : 

Meeting !louse wlth narthex, nave, chancel and balcony, entrance 
wooden parLilion divides nave. Flat plaster ceiling - ceiling 
curved. 

in basement 
corners 

( ) ENCLOS[D : Single f llghL, lwo fllr::ihLs 
( X) OPLN: l'lell Single flight, two fljyhts 

) DOG-LEG 
, J DOG-LEL: \·1l u, i11 l\nrns 
I ) SPIRt\l 

!Hl~J \DE D 
,..YHiil TWl'AI Ulv ll' 11 'I JCl!ft, 

~ ,• r\L L I I;-.; l 511: 

( X) PLASTlR 
( ) PANELED: original; rcrlaced 

with landing 
- one landing, Lhree flights - two landings 

Seven landings Slx and a half flights 
walnut 
Wainscot in stalr•'lay 
plain string 

( ) BOARD PAHTJ rION: baseboard, corrd ce , chair rai 11 vJainscot 

F rnr PLACES: 

NUMBER ---
LOCAl ION: parnllel to wa lls, diagonal 
MANrELS: 1'lood mouldings, pilasters, columns, rnasonary, marble 

DOORS: ~aneled, board and batten, flush 
llARDWARE : original; replaced 

DOOR & WINDOW rRJM : 

( Xl PLAIN 
(X ) ARCHITRAVE 
( ) SYMMETRIC 1-iith CORNER BLOCKS 
( ) FLUTED 
( ) FLUTED with CORNER BLOCKS 
( ) ARCHED OPENINGS: elip tic al, tudor 

NOT[S : 

Dividing the nave there is an e i glit 
doo r partitiont seven panels horizontal 

boards . Also double doors same treat­
ment 

Architrave trim around ceiling and chair rail 
in nave, v1ooden partition in balcony . 

Pointed arches at chancel. 
Paneled rail around argon and choir lofts. 
Architrave ponels on balcony face . 
Four lamps in nave chain-hung wrought iron 
stained glass. ~/ooden fluted carped pill a-rs 
in chancel. 
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