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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

A"D/O HISTORIC• 

"Cl.ra~t.. 

STREET A"C' "UMBER& --

CATEGORY 
(Checlr One) 

0 Di•trict ISY8u11ding 

0 Structure 

0 Object 

0 Public 

!Sir"Privote 

0 Both 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acqul•lti-: 

O In Proc••• 

0 Being Con•ldered 

PRE:SE"T USE: (Checlr One or More•• Appraprl•I•) 

0 Agricultural 0 Govern,_nt 0 Parle 

~mercial 0 lndu•trial 0 Private RHidence 

catlonol 0 Military [B"'Religiou• 

0 Entertal.._nt 0 Mu••""' 0 Scientific 

W"ER S "AM£1 

cJ Ji<Jtt· ,'/£.love. 

TITLIE OF SURVEY• 

DATE OF SURVIEY1 0 fed•ol 0 State 
DEPOSITORY "OR SURVIEY RECORDS1 c "" IA.. v- ~ fJ 0 ~ '";;. 't'.-
S'T'R 

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC 

~·: .,,--
0 UnoccuplH [B"'RHtrlcMcl 

(iY'(J,..e•trlcMcl 0 PreHrvotion work 
In progr••• 0 No 

0 Tran•portotlon 

0 Other (SpeclfT) 

0 County Loco I 

Ps- 709 



CONDITION 
(Checlc One) 

0 Altered ~ncltwre4 

0 Foir ~ood 0 Excellent 

( Checlr One) 

0 Deteriorotecf 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT IJ ~D ORIGINAL (11 l:n-.) PHYSICAL APPE:Al'IANCI: 

0 Ruins 0 ·UnoxpoHd 

(Checlr One) 

0 Mov... ~not Site 
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SS, PETER t ND PAUL Oft THOLIC CHUPOH < co:t.POUND > Ii L ·1Il- A_ 117 
· In 1841, the nucleus of the present ss. Peter and Paul conf rega

t1on oons l sted of a handful ot Ger~en Ca tholics e ttending st. Patric~• 8 
Church. The number of Oer~an Ca tholics increnaed with the arrival of c ,. 0 
the B & O Railroad end tbeAORnal into Cumberland in 1842 and 1850. 

The little trame ohuroh at St. Patrick's could no longer acco~odate 
__ / •'i•..,..,_.J I \ 

the worshipers. Father Joseph Helmorecbt and Father John H. Neuma'41..St g,..,.._ . 
were e 'Tlong the Hedemptorists who served Cmtiberland Catho!l1ca 1n 1841.71L.u.~~~""

1

: 
Anxious to have a resident pastor ot their own nationality, the German 

population elected Michael Wiesel to go to the Archbishop of Baltimore, 

the JI.oat f\ ev. Sa:miel Eccleston to meke the request. Permission waa 

granted• Dec. 4, 1847, Mr. Wiesel and Fev. Neumann, superior of the 

Fedemptorists, o l ected the oresent site. Thia land known A S Academy 

Hill (formerly ~ -beoAuse of location of Fort Cumberland).Thia 

area wa s the scene of the defeat 0£ t he French b ·r t:he English, during 

r-' t he French and Indian War.(as t~ken from Concise H1stc ry of Cumberland, 

which a r·peareo in the Daily News of J 1tn. 3, 1926; this 1 tem found 1n 

water department file by J.D. Goodhand, city auditor.). 

The State offered two lots for sAle. Mr. Wiesel paid ~600 cash 

for one, with the option to purchase the other at a later dete. He 

did so tor e.n additional #~50. In the spring ot 1848, men 0£ the 

perish began work on t.he foundation. On July 4, 1848, the solemn 

laying of the corn ,.-stone took place. Most F.ev. Eccleeton,D.D. 

officiated. A prooesaion farmed at st. Patriok1 a and marched through 

Centre and Balti~ore Streets to the churoh site. 7be corner-stone wa s 

laid following the ritea ot the Ohuroh in honor ot the Apostles ,Peter 

and Paul. Two sermona were delivered, one in English by t he Most Rev. 

Arohbiahop and the other in German bJ Rev. Joseuh Helmpreoht. The Churob 

waa under root by the end ot the year. 

In 1849, Rev. F. Anthony Urbanczek was appointed aa the tirst pastor 

ot SS. Peter end Paul Ohurch. Brother Adam Parr became the t1rat teacher. 



ss. Peter and Paul Church (C~Dound ) AL .A 
Ii '.If-IJ -111 

Father Urbnn, as he was called, and Brother Adam moved into their new 

Page 2. 

quarters. The basement ot the church served as chaoel, school, monastery 

(""' all in one. Their joint salary was $30 a month. The total b1ll or con

struction was #5,600. Pew rentals of ..fl per seat tor three ~ontba plua 

Sunday oolleotlons were the only means by wh1ch the debt waa eventually 

paid. A gift or an organ valued at fl50 waa rece1~ed trom the P.edemp

torist Order. 

The novitiate of the Order, bei ng located here, required l arger 
~le( )J/e>to.it~ 

quarters. In 1850, they were built closely conneoted to the church....ry U 
I n 1850, 2 and 1/8 acres or land, on Rose Hill, were purohaseo 

and divided 1nto lots selling for $16 eaoh. Thia wee the beginning 

of the ss. P6 ru l cemeter;r. 

A conflict ~etween church and gc 

f onne t ion of .. Germs n Empire in 1870. 

~ent started soon after the 

!>ur1n g the t1~e or "Kultur-

ke.mph" (culture war} in German~, some ot the Capuchin fathors decided 

to come to America. Father Anthony Soheurma.nn ~nd Fa thf>r Fra.."'lcis \Volt 

arrived in New Ye and learned ot the Csrmel1tee wish to give up the 

aohool and p f sn work et SS. Peter and Psul to return to their rormer 

house in Kansas. Coming to Oumberland 1n June 1876, these priests pur

chased the entire property fro~ Father Cyril tor ( 21,000. Other Capu

ohirus soon c ame to SS. Peter and Paul's. Bather Anthony was made 

pa~tor u•oon the retirement ot Father Anthony in 1877. 

With the expansion ot the teoil1t1ee the church needed en1arg1ng. 

A two story aaor1sty waa built on both sides ot the sanctuary, eaoh 

extending nine teet beyond the length ot the church. All additions 

were ccmpleted during 1872. 

In 1893, the corner-stone tor the new parish hall wea laid. The 

high alters put in bJ' the Carmelitea were graduall' replaced by hand

carved altara made by the Capuoh1n Brothers crattmanahip. The interior 



Page .~. SS. Peter and Paul Church (Comoound) 
• AL ·:N-A--117 ot the ohuroh waa painted in tresco style in 1A~8 and e new organ 

was purchased. 

in 1902, tbe stained glass w1nqows were purchased tor #5,280. 
(t4-·x"L£..o..,.-

They were imported from Inabruok. The Monasterr wall waa completed 

in 190~. 

Ursuline Acede!?Jf 

In 1862, the need tor more school room tac111t1es arose, eo the 

"Allegany County Academy• on the corner ot Fayette Street and Plum 

Alley was purchased tor #2,000. (Notea Plum Alley was purchased from 

the o1ty o Cumbe~land an~s now the driveway to the Monastery gr~unds). 

Thie ~ld Pcedemy building was replooed by e new school !n 1868 , when 

the Carmelite Fa thers had char~e of the parish. Superiors of the Re

demptorist Order, desiring to have the novitiate and college nearer 

the r rov1nc1al residence in Ba1t1mo rold the entire prooerty to the 

Carr.elite Fathers 1n 1866 , for f2o,oou. ~ev. Cyril Knoll,o.c.c., re

ceived the d d in 1874. ?~eanwh1le the pariah and school enrollment 

increased o the Academy wa s no lonrer adequa te. It was razed. 

In September ot 1868, the solemn laying ot the corner-atone, 

tor the new s~,ool, took olace. By May 1869, the building wa s com

pleted and dedicated. Father Knoll requested the Mother Superior 

ot the Ursuline Nuna or Louisville, Ky., to send three Nuna to the 

new school. They arrived October 1870. Soon efter their arrival the 

n~w convent was dedicated~ 

In 1892, the Siatera opened Ursuline Aosdell\Y tor students who 
I 

had completed the eight grades at SS. Peter end Paul•a. Both boya 

and girls were enrolled th~ tirat year. Later, the Aca.deJDT waa re

atrloted to glrla. 

"Alpine HallR--a building locAted on the northeast corner or 
Fayette Street wee bou{dlt and the Ursuline AcadeJDT transferred to 

th1e ei&e. Olaaaea remained there until the building waa razed ill 



Pege 4. as. Peter and Pau l Churoh (Compound) AL"JY//J-//7 
19~1 in or der to erect a new school. In YRy 1931, the corner-atone 

ot the present school b uilding was laid. 

Most Rev. John N. Neunann 

~oat PeT. John s. Newr.ann waa born 1n Bohe~a in 1811. He chose 

to be a m1se1onary in A.~erica. Be was ordained., a secular priest 

in st. Patrick's Cathed~~l in New York City. He entered the Redemp

tor~ sta novitiate at Pittsburgh in lSAe. In 1842, he became the fi rst 

to mnke his profession a s a Redemptorist in this country. Thia took 

pla ce in the old St. J aoob 1 s Church i n BEilt1more, Maryland. Two yea.re 

l a ter, he was made Super!or ot the Redemptor1sts in P1ttsburgh, P&. 

In J anuary ot 1847, he was ess1gned to Balt1~ore, where he w&e 

appo int ed Sunerior of the order in Amer i ca. In thi s capacity, he 

traveled t erlund, Marvland to ad~1n1ster the Saorements. It was 

then that he became acqu61nte~ with the Ge~e.ns and learned of their 

C.es~ re to h !> ve t heir own crurch P.nd pAstor . fi ..t.. 8.-c..a-... '- C l:y.- .!.. If i ! " 

Fa t her Neumann wa8 c on eoratad Bishop ot Ph11Pdelph1a 1n St. 

Alphonsus' Church in Baltlmc e , N.arch 28, 1962. He remained.there 
?~.::i-

unt11 his death 1n 1860. H.. · body reposes under the a l tar 1n st. 
0 

. 

Peter' e Ohurob, Ph1ladelph1f Pn. 1-Lc: "'""'"' -t--'4 ·-lc. '- ~ ....... J- :..,,,, Ii 1~ '1 f~:J<l.. J, .. ~V"i 

Researched end written by Pauline McEvoy, a member ot s~. Peter Rnd 

Paul's Church. 

Tn>ed by 

Hazel Groves Hansrote, Ohalrman ot thd 

First Col11!I11ttee ot the Maryland H1ator1oal Trust ot Allegany County. 

Datedii 1970. 
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Jcm'818ll0GRAPAICAL ~EPERENClS 

\~~~,, ~ !}«)~ 

f!.e~.J-1 f'.,.,_~ ';¥1eC~1, 

tO. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
1..ATITUD£ AND l..DNCUTUD£ COORDINATE• 

DEFINING A R£CTANGI..£ 1..0CATING TH£ PROPERTY 

1..ATITUD£ ANP l..ONGITUDE COORDINATa.S 
0 D£FININCI TH£ CENTER POINT 0,, A PROPERTY 

1-------..----------~------~~~----~-------'R~----------~O~F_l..;;;..::£~SS:;_,;T~H~A~N.:......;,T~£~N~A~C~R~t::•=-----~--~ 
GO"N£" 1..ATITUDC 1..0NGITUD£ 1..ATITUD£ 1..0NGITUD£ 

Oegr••• Minute• rond• Oep••u Minutes S.conde D•e•-• Minute• S.conda Deg•••• Mlnul•• S.c .... da 
HW 0 0 0 0 

HE 0 0 

SE 0 0 

0 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMIN ATED PROPERTY: 

;Acreage Justification: 
I 

I 1$ce /(, lj '7 c..y. &'Z- ~ 
I 

Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Onl ) 

Significance of this property is: 
St.at. 0 Locel 0 
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'l"r\Tlani l. STATE ~ '-' /1 

COUNIY Allegany 
TowNc;umberlani 
STREET fllo. Favet te 

Smallwood 
ORIGINAL OWNER 
ORIGINAL USE 

VICINITY .test- side 
S t reet at 

PRESENT OWNERArchbishop of Bal ti.mer 
PRESENT USE various 
WALL CONSTRUCTION brick 
NO OF STORIES 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILOI NGJiSURVEY 

INVENTORY f/ -
2. NAME SS Peter " Pa Il l Catholic 
Church, Ursuljne Academy, Monast& 
DATE OR PERIOD lRA.8 and Convent 
STYLE end Cemetery 
ARCHITECT 
BUILDER 

3. FOR LIB RARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC Yes 

18~ 1--German Catholics attended frame church of St . P~trick's . 
1847--Dec . 4 , Present site selected . Land on Academy rlill for1~erly 

Fort I-Jill because of Fort Cumberland. S50 for two lots · 
1848--Foun£atton work by men of the parish . ~ 

11 July 4, Cornerstone laid . Ohurcb under roof by end of year. ., 
at cost of . 5 , 600 . Pew rent st 1 oer seat qnd Sunday colle 
lons for three months paid off the debt . Basement served a~. t 

chauel, school ti..nd monastery . 
lq50 - -Novi tia. te required larger quarters . · 

Purchased 2 1/8 acres of land (at Rose hill Cemete1y area·) 
and divided into lots sellin~ for 1 5 . 00 each, thus began • 
SS Peter and Paul's Cemetery on Favette Street . 

1852--Urs,1line Academy, corner F~vette and Plum Alle'1' for 2 , 1...-00 . 
18 68--Ursullne Ac&demyi building replaced; c orner·s tone lai.d, 1869 
1870- -0ct. New UrsJ.line convent dedicated . Three Nuns (Ky}-arrlved . 
1866--Ce.rmellte bouy,ht oronertv from ~edemptorists for 20, 000 . 
1272--~wo story sacristy built on both sides of sanctuary, each 

extending nine feet beyond the length of the cburch--comolete • 
1875--CapucPin fathers purchased entire Property for 21,000 . 
1892--Ursultne academy comoleted w1th both boys and girls e.ttend~n 

One ye~r later it became a school for eirls only . 
1893--Cornerstone for new parish hPll . High altars put in by 

Carmelite 1 s gradually replaced bv hand - carved altars of the 
C::ipuc hln Brothers craftsmanshlp • 

1398--Interior of church pP.i nted in fresco stvle . New or gan . 
1902- -Stained g lass windows at cost of 5, 2AO/ Imported from 

Insbruck. ---over---- -
1903--~onastery Wall cown leted . Aloine Hall on no~theast corner 

S. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF 5TRUCTURE Endangered Interior 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (P ion Optional) 

B. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, '=TC. 
De.ta research, Church History 
by Pauline r.icEvoy, MET and 
member of SS . Peter & Pa•1l ' s 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 
. NAME, ADDRESS ANO TITLE C.•F RECORDER tvoed by 
Hazel Groves Hanarote ,Ohairman 
Maryl~nd Historical Trust and 
Sec. -Preservatton Society , 
Alleuanv Oo3g!y201 1970 • 
DA TE OF RECORD 



of Fayette Street an:i North Smallwood street bought . 

Ursuline Academv tr~nsferred to th.is site . 

AL·JI...-A-111 

1931- - Alpine Hall razed . Cornerstone of present school laid. 
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