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7. ["tc"!scr[p"l.[on .,_,. 
Condi lio n 

~r:._ excellent 
.>:...good 

_x _ fair 

Che:-ck one 
_ deteriora!ed _?;_ unallered 

__ ruins _y._ altered 
_ une>.posed 

'I 

Ch c·c J.. one 
_ x 01iginal site 
__ moved date 

Describe t he present and original (if known} phrsica l appearance 

The Do;..'Tito•;n Cu nbt::rland Historic District is ;:i group of approximately 

107 c o;nmercfal, religious and civic buildings •.:ithin the city of Cun bi::rland , 

a rr anufacturing and transportation center on the Potomac River in \..'<?Stern 

l~aryland . The do1.-nt0\..'1J area co: prises the city ' s principal busi"'less 

district and is located on the east side of Wills Creek , roughly bounded 

by the tnicks of the T·:estern N.aryland Railroad on the -...est , and George 

Street on the east. Baltimore Street is the major street; the distric t 

extends approximately t~o blocks north and south of this street.along 

George, Liherty , Centre, and Mechanic Streets . Tile distric t is a nearly 

intact e>;ample of a late nineteenth and t'-·e:ntieth century comrnerci_ial 

center and is made up of three or more story brick buildings , ~ich are 

for the most part unaltered . Only a few t-..>enti~th century infill buildings 

f and parks disturb the architectural integrity of the district . Dates of 

construction for buildings in the district range from the 1860's to the 

1930's, although the period of greatest building activity occurred during 

the thirty years afte r 1890 . It ~as during this period that the major 

banks, department stores and civic bu tidings "~re constructed . No table 

buildings within the di~trict include the Georgian Revival Public Safety 

Building, the Classical Revival City Hall Building , and the Bell To~r 

Building , all three of "'-h ich are listed in the ifa tiooal Register of 

Historic Places. Also listed is 

the B1 er Chayim Synagogue, buil t in the 1860 's. 

Along Baltimore Street are several outstanding examples of late nineteenth 

and early twentieth century co:nmercial arch i tee tu re , among them the 

Liberty Trust and First Ka tional Bank buildings , the Rosenbaum ' s and 

Sch...,·arzenbach 's stores, and the block of smaller stores betueeo 109-

123 Eal timore Street . 

See continuation sheet , p . l 
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Tne Do\rntO'-"Tl C11:nr-:rland Historic District canprises the principal 

bus jr.ess d :!strict of Curr.berland, "'~ ich is the lar£est c j ty e>nd county seat 

of Allegany County. It is loc.:itE>d on the east s:ide of Wills Creek, roughly 

bounded by the tracks of the Ke stern M.aryland Railroad on the w~st md 

George Street on the east. Baltimore Street, \.nich has recently been 

paved with brick and closed to \ehicular traffic bet-.·een George and Mechanic 

Streets, is the major street; the district ~xtends approximately two blocks 

north end south of this str€et along C.corge , Liberty , Centre and Mechanic 

Streets . 

'Iiie dense collection of buildjngs, generally three or more stories 

tall , are larger in scale than those found in the other coo- ercial areas of 

Cu-berland . The predominant buildfog material :is brick , usua.lly left 

unpainted , with stone, ~etal or wood reserved for use as decorative 

trim around doors, windows and along the cornices . The architectural 

integrity of these buildings is high, as ext~rior alterations have been 

largely confined to the street level entrances and signs; the upper stories 

of most huild:ings ha\:£: rer:;ained virtually unchanst>d from their original 

date of construction. n1e district is therefore a nearly intact example 

of a late ninetel:!nth and early t\o:entieth century ccr.n•nercial center . 

Dates of con£truct1on for buildings in the district range from the 

1860's to the 1930's, although the period of greatest building activity 

occurred during the thirty years after 1890 . It '-"'BS durfog this period 

that the rr.ajor banks , department stores and civ:ic buildings \.'Ere 

constructed. A "'ide var ie ry of architectural styles is found with in 

the district, includ:ing Italianate , Romanesque , Beaux-Arts , Georgian 

Revival and Art Deco. }'..any of the buildings were designed by native 

r Cumberland architects, <..mong them George Sanshury, Wright Butler and 

U Bruce Price, and refl<::ct these men ' s personal tastes and flair , adding 

to the unique character of the district . 

SEE cmaI~:tATJON StiEET f.12 
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t;otable buHdings \.:ithin the district include the C:eorgian Revival 

Public Safety Building, the Classical R~vival City Hall Building, and 

the Bell ';o\.·er Building, all three of -.,tiich are listed in the i~C'!tfo'lal 

Register of Historic Pleices . Also listed is 

the B ' er 01ayim Synagogue , built in the 1860's . 

Along Baltimor~ Street are several outstanding examples of late 

nineteE..nth and early tl.:'en tieth century co::nmercial architecture , among 

them the Liherty Trust and First 1;ational Bank buildings , the Jlosenbaum 's 

and Sch....,arzenbach ' s stores , and the block of smaller stores bet~een 109-

123 Baltimore Stree t. 

'Jhe commercial buildings in the district are most typically brjck and 

are three or four stories high, t\..'O bays i.:ide w:i th a brad~1ed cornice . 

2 

(' One of the earliest of these buildings is the McCleave Building at 63-69 

Baltimore Street , des:igned before 1875 and one of only two ItaUanate style 

structures on Baltimore Street. Originally extending thirteen bays along 

the street, the present McCleave Building is a three story , si>: bay v.>ide 

fla t roofed brick building with a bracketed cornice and bracketed 

architraves above the 9/9 sash windows . It is unaltered except for the 

first floor entrance . 

Tne other surviving Italfanate C•r.nmercial bu:ilding on Baltimore Street 

is located on the southeast corner of Centre Street and dates from the 

early 1670 ' s . 'Jhe three story brkk building e>;tends five bays along 

Baltimore Street and ti..:el ve bays along Centre Street . The upper level 

windows have ornate cast-iron segmental arched label moulds . The dentilled 

cornice and the star medallions below the cornice are also dis:inctive 

features. 

A typical building on Baltimore Stree t is the Pe skins store ( !145 ), 

built in 1893 originally as the YMCA. It is a five story, five bay wid e 

brick building with rusticated stone trim with Romanesque details . Hore 

distinctive is the building at 80-84 Baltir:iore Street, designed by the 

local architect George Sansbury in 1911. Originally the \.:ashington Hotel 

and Lunchroom , it is a three story brick structure with elaborate classka1ly 

SE[ CONTlNUATlO~ SHEET 113 
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fospirt'!d '-TI ite glazed br kk trim . Tne orginal sl-iop front, part of ";.1 ich 

r~afos , has a flutc>d cornice decorated \dth ~gg and d;nt rnolding . 

The second and third floors 1 -:;\·e t;.·o s~ts of \.:'indo .... ·s; the ...::indo\.'S on the 

tl1 ird floor are arched , giving the entire upp1?r level the appearance of 

a double arcade . The third floor arches have orr ental surrounds with 

scroll keystones, and the bracketed corn ke of glazed brick is topped "ti th 

a bas relief sculptured panel ornamented \.'ith s .... ·ags and \."'I"eaths . 

Dist'.nctive fenestration sets each building apart from its neighbor . 

Often , the third story '41indows are arched , double \.:indows , or combined 

~ith the windows of the second story to form a giant two story window . 

A good example of the last mentioned feature :is s.:en at 115 Baltimore 

Street, :in "~1ich the two story window :is arched, the arch h~ ing supported 

f by brick pilasters with molded brick capitals . A rounded strip of brick 

molding runs along the outs:ide of the arch and on either side of it are 

two molded brick car touches . The building has a heavy projecting \oo"OOd 

corn:ice above an entablature of notched br:icks . 

The building at 123 Baltimore Street is a three story , four bay \.0 ide 

structure with arched \oo·indows on the third floor . Above these run three 

arched courses of narrm .. ·-,ddth cut brick , sunnounted by a raised brick 

arch moulding . Tne build..ing, ... tiich dates from J895 , has an unusual 

mansard roof , as "-'ell as a large circular \dndow surmounted by a globe 

finfal and flanked by two wooden scrolls centered in the middle of the 

cornice . 

Tne use of different colored br:icks is a particularly distinctive 

feature of the facades of se\·eral buildings in Cu.-nberland . The building 

at J38 Baltimore Street , originally built as the McMullen Brothers' 

Department Store , still retains portions of :its white enameled brick 

facade "-~th brick egg and dar t ~oulding . ~bite enameled brick \oocS 

manufactured by Andrew Ramsay in nearby Moun t Savage, narylanri from the 

rn:id-1890s until the nid 1920s . Good ex .. mples of the use of yellow glazed 

br:ick are seen on the facades of the Good"-~11 BuHding on t;orth L:ib.::rty 

Street , as well as 50-54 and 110-118 Baltimore Street, ... t-iile the First 

l\ational Bank building at 71 Baltimore Street and an office at 21 Pershing 

Street are notable for the orange colored br :ick i.J1 :ich ;.-as us(d . 
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Se\'eral large turn-of-the-century' nks , hotels , and department 

stores are concentrated in a t~o block area along Balt~~ore Street ; 

these are a~ong the tallest and most architecturally significant 

buildings in C:b-r) and . The oldest of ti.ese is the First :;a t'ioral Bank 

designed in the late 1S80 ' s for the Second i;ational Bank at 71-73 

Baltimore St:reet. Tne rirchitect fo r this building • .. :as Bruce Price , 

desinger of the Hotel Frontenac in Quebec , as 1..>ell as , the parish house 

for Enmanuel Episcopal C11urch in Cu berlarid . Styl:istic.ally , the 

bank represents a m :ixtu re of Romanesque and By za nt:ine inf 1 ue:nccs . Buil t 

of orange co~ored brick 1..•ith brc\..,.·stone trim , it :is t1..•o and one half 

stories tall with a gabled tile roof . 'The Baltimore Street facade has 

a Romanesque door\.:ay to the east and a semicircular bay , also 1..·ith a 

tile roof , to the \.'eSt. Particularly outstand:ing are the broi.mstone 

corn:ice above the entrance , 1..n:ich is can·ed in a floral design , and the 

seated browns tone 1 ions on each of the pilasters . A brick panel surrounded 

by car\'ed brick , also in a floral pattern , appc .. rs at the second story 

of the gable facade . 

The Liberty Trust Bank building at the corner of Centre and 

Baltimore Streets "'as designed by the Cumberland architect \..'right Butler 

:in 1901. Tne six story hank :is built of red brkk 1..·ith stone trirr . 

Above the street level ~ith its clasFical door .... ay, are fou r levels of 

1/1 double hung wooden stish ~indo1..•s arranged in single and multipl e 

groupings . Flat bricks and rusticated belt courses ornament the 1..·indow 

groupings for each floor . The sixth floor is topped by a large dropped 

cornice , above wrdch runs a ro'I.: of oculus ,.dndo1..•s ; both ft.atures are 

often found in buildings designed by Butler . The Centre Street corner of 

the building is rounded above the first floor level . 

The Fort Cumberland Hotel, at the northwest corner of Baltinore and 

r' Liberty Streets is a six story fire-proof brick hotel built in 1917 . The 

{._, classically inspir~d stone orn~~entation and the belt courses het .... een 

the fifth and sixth floors are si~nificant features . Es~~cjally distinctive, 

ho1..·ever, are the dentilled stone cornice and the frieze of carved panels 
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and triglyphs . Clusters of flo\.:ers drop from the tr iglyphs flanking 

the upper Je-.·el \..'~ndO\..'S . Tis is one of only a few J-.otel buildings 

rc21ta :in fog from the era \,~1 en Cumherland \.as an i'Ilportc.nt rail road center . 

Tne t1..'o departrn t:ont store buHd:ings , J\ost:nbc;um ' s at 118 Baltimore 

Street , and Sch\.;an:enbach's at 128 Baltimore Street \...:re buHt \..'ithin 

approxi.-nately ten years of c.ach other in the early t\..·entieth century . 

The three story Rosenbaum building incorporates a number of Renaissance 

details c.nd has three large arcades with three sided bay l.'indows above 

the modern street level shop front . The arcades have rusticated stone 

surrounds with carved human heads on the keystones , and bet""een each 

arch is a large circular moulded brkk nedallfon . The buHding is topped 

by a r.assive bracketed cornjce \..'i th a 1 ion ' s head sculpture centtred 

abc)\·e each bracket . 

The Schwarzenbach building \<.C3S designed by the architect Wrigh t 

Butler in 1911 and is a late example of Beau Ar t s classical architecture . 

Tne bold mansard roof, sculpted brackets and the segmentally ped .irnented 

dCJrlilers are elements especially influenced by the popular style "7hkh 

orginated in France . 

Tne Ro-af'esque style , char;icter)zed by round arched \<.'indO'-'S, 

rusticakd stone and h e: a\'Y details, \.;as e:n ploy..-d in the de.sign of 

several build)ngs in the d)strict . A good example is the former Gross 

Bros. Department Store at 42-46 Balti"1ore Street, a t'hree story brick 

building with large t~o-story windows on the second and third floors . 

Piers with stone capitals in a leaf motif separate the arches and there 

are ti.lo medallions with sculpted satyr ' s heads be tween the third story 

arches . Also notable is the heavy cornice with four cylindrical 

pencants \..TI ich a re rusticated in an exaggerated sawtoothed manner . 

Tne architect George Sansbury designed several buildings in the 

dO\..'ntO'-'D area during the 1920' s \.tlkh illustrate the early phases of 

the Art ?·:oderne or Art Deco style . Fore.'l1ost of these is the fonner Embassy 

Tnec; tre at 4 9 Baltimo re Street , a three story ma sunry building "'"i th 

modernistic fluted p ilasters and neon finials. Tne store at 61 Baltinore 
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Street js less i mpo sing I but E'xil )bi ts typical Art neco fene~tration and 

decorative features . 

Anot~er s)gnificant example of this style is seen at the Spear ' s 

Je¥.'-':lry store at 64 Baltimore Street. The store has retained its 

.original cut glass lettered \..'iodcn .. ·s , stepped storefron t windO\..'S flanking 

the recessed entrance , and much of the streamlined interior . The depart­

ment store a t 110-118 Baltirlore Street is a significan t brick example 

al though few decor at he features are st il 1 apparen t. 

~·lost of the buildings along Liberty , Centre and ~1echanic Streets 

are smaller in scale than those found along Baltimore Street. Two 

outstanding bufldings are the Beaux Arts style build)ng at 16 1 iberty 

Street and the later 1921 building at l 01 South Centre St rLce t designed by 

architect George San'shury . The former , designed by the architect of 

Rosenbaum ' s Departmen t Store, J . S. Seiber t, is a two story brkk building 

\..·ith a heavily bracketed cornice topped \..'i th a balustrade . The mos t 

notable feature js the off-set second story , three-sided bay window 

contained within a large keystoned arch . Tne building on Cc=ntre Street 

is a narrow two story grey-brkk structure with a tile roof , modilljoned 

cornice, scalloped entr~nce ~arquee and rounded corner with a stamp~d 

int?tal in!'= e t. Both buildings are noted for the:ir decorative stained 

glass "· jncio.,..s . 

Also by Sansbury is the building constructed in 1911 for the 

Cumberland Office Supply Co~pany and still occupied by the same coo.pany . 

In virtually intact condition , the building has retained its original 

sign set in stained glass belo-w the storefront cornice . The false :acade , 

blind brick detailing and dropped cornice are typical of early twentieth 

century cooimercfal architecture in Cumberland . 

Of the fe"' religious buildings still standing in the downtown area , 

the B' er Chayim Synagogue on South Centre Street is the oldest and oost 

architecturally sjgnHkant . Built ber-.. ·een 1865 and 1867, His built 

on a Gr e ek te~ ple form "''ith brick pilasters and a modillioned cornke . 

6 



1.r:. r1 rm :CIVht 
c; t21 

0 .. 8 •. :, 10i'.:-r-~1f, 
r • I' 1:> 31-!'4 

'lr.,:tr·d S t ;:tcs D~r~ rtmcn t o f the f n t eri o r 
f·htional Park Service 

r' [~ a\:to nc:: I l"": eg E s 'l:e l· o ¥ [{ f s ~o t~ Ec l~ re: ces 
[ n v en 'l: o L. y-[-!. o n1 En at [ o rl L'!' o rm 

Do\..·""lt0\<'11 Cu:-iberland liistoric District 
Cc"'ltini.;alion 5heet Al 1 ecan,· Count v . !·:a rvl and Item number 7 

F :>r t: PS u~.e c.nly 

rc;cci,.ed 

c!~!c- ~'ltercd 

Page 

A..'llong the notable features of the facade are the brkk label molds abo\'e 

the " .. indows and the stained glass \dndO'-'S . 

The area just north of Frederkk Street has b en the site of cHy 

govern:nent build'ngs for 1:iore than a century . Trie Bell To\.'er building is 

the oldes t of these and ~as buil t i n the 1880 ' s t o serve as the police 

headquarters and city jail . Th i s unusual structure is a two story three 

bay wide brick building wi th a tray roof sunnounted b y a small square 

belfry . Flat jigsa""D '-UOd"urk in a floral pattern decorates the cornice 

above each window and there are semicircular wooden brackets with jigsawn 

desi6ns on them below the second story cornice . 

Tne Publk Sarety Building at 19 Fred~rkk Street is the b st 

exarple of Georgian Revival archit.::ct11re in Allegciny County . Buil t 

betw~en 1909-1904 , i t )s a thre~ story brick bu:ilding wjth stone trim 

buil t on a stone baseme nt. Across fou r bays o f the Frederick Stree t 

facade is a classical composition of engaged Ionic colu."llns below a full 

classical pedimen t wi t h plain frieze . A stone balust r ade runs along the 

flat roof and there are quoins composed of alternating strips of brick 

and stone . 

Tne prt!sent C:ity Hall 1..·as built in 19ll to rl!place the nineteenth 

century CHy Hall and Ar:>deroy of Fine Arts 1...~lich stood on this site 

until destroyed by fire in 1910 . Designed by the architectural finn of 

Holt:iboe and Lafferty , the City Hall is a two story Classical Revh·al 

building of masonry construction built o n a h)gh base . Tuo pairs of 

fluted Doric pilasters fra:ne the 11:a in entry and the arched second story 

window. A classical stone balustrade runs along the t op of the fla t 

roof , interrupted at the center of each facade by a stone r.anel ; 

the panel on the front facade is inscrihed with the date 1911 . Tne City 

Hall '-'aS origina l l y planned wj th a large two story dome bu t objections 

concerning the anticipated cos t forced the abandonment of this 

feature . 

lnlike the other two civic buHd:ings , the City Eall has retained 

much of its orig :inal inter fo r appearance . No table features )ncl ude the 
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stained glass ~indo~s, the interior murals painted in 1911, dep:icting the 

c,.... 

military life of George ~aPhington, and the t~o story marbleized metal 

co]u1.1s ~hich support the plain domed ceiling . 

The three civic buildings just described are individually listed in the 

~at:ional Register . 

BODKDARY JUST1FlCATlON 

The bouncar:ies were drawn to include the highest concentration of 

s:ignificant buildings, and those which are compatible in regards to building 

~at~rial, scale and period of construction . In appearance, the district fo1ns 

a t1 ght concr::nt rat ion of buildings surrounded by re:cent hl ghi,.;ay development , 

parking lots, and incompatible buildings . 



-------------~- --------
. 8 . f f 0 n if r c r:- L r c ~ AL -J v -4 - /.3 ;;;._ --- ..... -----·--------------------- - --
Period 

f'- p chistoric 
- 1~00-1499 

- 1500-1599 
- - 1600-1599 
_ 1700-1799 
- _x 1800-1899 
~ 1900-

t..rc:as of Signific;incc-Check and j ustify below 
_ archcology-prthistoric _ community planning 

_ archeology-hisloric _ conservation 
_ agriculture _ economics 

>: architecture __ education 
art _ _ engineering 

Y. commerce _ e>.ploration settlement 
__ communications _ _ industry 

_ im ention 

_ landscape architeclure __ religion 
_ law _ science 

_ literature 
_ military 
_ music 
_ philosophy 
_ politics government 

_ _ sculpture 
__ social l 

hu ... anilarian 
__ th&ater 
_>~ transport~tion 

__ other (spec·'y) 

Specific cl ale s c . 1860-c . 1 Y30 Suilcier !.rchitect ~:u1 tip~e ~rchltects (see te:-:t) 

Stnlcme: n l of Significc:nce (in one pr.ragrc;:>h) 

Applicable Criterja : A & C 

The Downto"''D Cumberland Historic District gains its significance 

from both its architectu re and the history of its commercial development 

as reflectPd in the representative structures . The virtually intact , 

late rinetcenth to early tl..'entieth century buildings cOi"prising the 

dis tr kt , range in style from Greek Rev iv al to Art Hoderne . They include 

some of t 1e h~st examples of these styles in \..cSttrn !~ryland '"'"nd in 

so.,,e casts , the state . National , state and locally significant architects , 

including Bruce Pr ice , \..'righ t Butler, George Flack Sansbury, John S. 

Seiher t, Holmboe <.1nd Laffer ty, and Hodgens and Hills, all have buildings 

represented in the distric t. Commercially , the district includes a b_road 

range of types , including theatres, large department s tores , smal l 

specialty shops , hotels , and a railroad station , reflecting the econCT.D:ic 

prominence of Cumberland at the turn of the centu ry as a manufacturing , 

transportation and coal shipping center . 

Cur-berland , incorporated in 1787, grc'-' around the site of Fort 

Cumberland , a fortress buil t during the French and Indian War . Early 

development of the to"1Il centered along present day Greene and Washington 

Streets . In 1798 , Thomas Beall, one of the charter city co:nmissioners , 

extended the tO\..'tl boundaries to ioclude the present day do;.."D town distric t 

of Baltimore , Ne chan:ic and Centre Streets . 1 

C 1
F..orry Steemaier Jr . et.al.. Alles:any Countv - A History , (Pc:!"soos, W\.A : 

McLain Printing Co ., 1976) , p . 82 . 

see continuation shc4 t , p . 9 
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Its $Ubsequent growth as a con~ercial and nanufacturing center resulted 

fr1rn its stratc::gic location as a transportatfon center .rnd the parallel 

de\'elop:ient of tl11~ \·ast coal de:posits in the nearby C.eor&es Cr"ek \'alley , 

11 miles \.'.?st . Several transporation projects centered around Cu-;,herland, 

beginning with navii;ational :L-nprov~ments made to the Potomac River in the 

1780s . 'Ille National Road , the first federally funded public works project , 

'-'as begun in Cumberland in 1811 , reaching W1eeling , West Virginia in 1818 . 

Railroads and the interdependent coal industry had the most profound 

effect on the growth of Cumberland . The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, 

be:gun in Bal ti.more in 1828, reached Cumberland in 1842 . Spur li es were 

quickly constructed into the Georges Creek coal reg ion by 1844. Other 

major cv:apatitors, including the Pennsylvania Ra ilr·oad of ~·laryland, 

'''estern l·:aryland Ra H .. <ly and the West \1 i rg in ia Central & Pittsburgh 

Rail road, were introduced in the second hAlf of the 19th century . 

The Chesapeake & Ohio Canal, ccxnple ted to Cumber) and 1n 1850, was 

also a major coal shipper and stimulus to the e-conomy . 

Other manufacturing jndustr)es grew , including rolling mills, iron 

and steel 1mrks breweries , glafsworks and planning mills . By the mid 

19th century Cumberland \.>as the second largest manufacturing center in the 

state ; a position supplanted by Hagerstown inc . 1915 . Its gro .. ·ing 

population and economic prosperity during that period supported a wide 

\·arfoty of commercial and cultural interests repres.,.nted in the surviving 

buildini;s located in the do\.J'Otown district. Tne <lrcr.itecn..-re of the 

district reflects the desire of Cu:nherland merchants to portray an 

impor tant, sophisticated and knowledgeable image tliat \.:BS very up-to-date . 

Some of the architects responsible for this outstanding collection of 

buildings, include the nationally known 19th century architect , Bruce 

Price ; German born , John S. Seibert; Wright Butler and George Flack 

Sansbury, two prolific earl y 20th century local architects, and the earl y 

20th century firms of Holmboe and Lafferty of Baltimore and Hodgens and 

Hills of Philadelphia. 

SEE COKTJN1.iAT10~ SHEET /1 10 
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Bruce Price, born jn Cu herl,,nd in 1845, :is best known for the 

Cnak~u Frontenac in Quebec . He studic.d arc11lt-:'1·ture in Baltfa1ore and 

Europe , and after slwrt t~nures in ho th Bal ti:nore and l~ilkes-B;:n re , 

Pennsyl,an:ia, he established 2 practice :in !:e\..• York City in 1877 . 
2 

In the late 1880s , Price designed the Second l\ational Bank, (r.resent 

day First National Bank) , one of the most architecturally signifjcan~ 

buildfo£s located in the district. 

John S. Seibert , a native of Gennany , i..·as born in 1864 and t;r;:i3uated 

in 1886 from Lehigh University with a degree :in Civil Engineering . 

After practicing arch i tee tu re for several years in Bc; th le hem and Allentown, 

Pcrnsylvania and ..:.n 1,'ashington, D.C ., St. 'hert 1oved his office to 

r Cunberldnd ,,1,11.He he undertook both commercfal < nd residentjal work . 

H:is most outstand:ing local \.'Ork is the departr11 .. nt store huilding he des:igned 

at 118 Baltimore Street for the Rosenbaum fhm:ily .
3 

Tite bu11ding at ~16 N. 

Liberty St ., built for J . PhHlip Roman in 1901 , is another outstandfog 

example of his ... ~rk . 

The arch i tee tu ral ... -ork of !\right Butler is of 1 .• ajor irnpor tance to 

the architectural her1tage and ~haracter of Cumberland . A son of one of the 

city's fore"lost furniture na11ufacturers, H. l'ennedy Butler, the younger Butler 

is believed to have studied arddttjcture at the 1·~ryl.snd Institute in 

Bal t °i"'ore for about three ye: ars before o;>ening an office in Cumberland 

in 1891. His first major co::imissfon was the .imposing Ro:nanesque Revival 

Allegany County Cou rthnuse on Prospect Square in the \-:a sh ington Str<?e t area. 

Incr.::!dibly prolific in the numher of designs he supplied in his hcr.;etown , 

Butler lef t his rr.ark in almost every section of the city in both co.nmercial 
q 

and residential h11ilriings . Within the district , some notable: hui1dings 

2--
Land and Conr:iuni ty Associates , Arch Hee t ural and Historic Survev of 

the City of Cunberland , Maryl Jnd , ( Oiarlot tes\'il1e':""'" \"ir~ in ia : !2nd and Co mun i tv 
Ass'Ocla t es , 1~16), p:9. 

3Ibid ., p . 11. 

qibid . , p . 10 . 
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designed by Butle r include the 1911 Sch~arzenbach store, presently occupied 

by Graffs at 128-132 Baltimore Street, the 1907 Liberty Trust Bank at 

1181 R.'3}ti.Jrore Street and the 1903 Stein Building, presently occupfod by Clark's 

C&~era Store at fa58 N. Centre Street . 

Gte>rge Flack Sansbury, the 17.ajor architectural con1e-nporary of \,'right 

Butler, was an 1896 graduate of the Haryland Institute . First employed 

in the office of local architect , Herman Schneider, Sansbury opened his 

o~~ office in 1900 . 5 In addition to designing a number of houses on 

Washington Street in Cumberland , he is responsible for several 

commercial buildings in the district. They include : the 1911 COSCO 

Building at //17 N. Liberty Street , the 1904 Little Jewelers at #111-113 

Bal tir1ore Street, the 1911 Wash fog ton Hotel a:id Lunchroom , meet fog place 

for Cumberland's cultural elite , at /180-84 Baltimore Street, and the 

building at #101 S. Centre Street built for Dr. Willjam L. Burns in 1921 . 

Sansbury also remodeled both of Seibert ' s most outstanding bu Hdings, the 

Rosenbaum Store and /!16 N . Liberty Street in 1913 and 1924, respectively . . . 
Tne Baltimore architectural firm of Ho1mboe and Lafferty designed 

several buildings in Cumber] and, among them the City Hall in 1911 . Th is . 
bujlding, already listed in the National Register, is significant for its 

intact interfor detail . 

Tne best example of Art Mciderne/Deco 1n the d)strict is the Embassy 

Tneatre, presently occuried by l,'arhoffs, at ('49-53 Baltimore Street. 

It '1-.'aS designed in 1931 by the Philadelphia finn of Hodgens and Hills . 

5 
Ibid. , p . 11 

r 
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