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ffi1NAME 
HISTORIC 

African Methodist Episcopal Church 
ANO/OR COMMON-

0JLOCATION 
STREET& Nu~BER Northeast corner of Decatur Street at 

Frederick Street (U.S. Rte. 220) 
CITY. TOWN 

Cumberland _VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 
IfilcLASSIFICATION _ 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

X_BUILDING!SI 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_08.JECJ 

OWNERSHIP 

_PUBLIC 

XPRIVATE 

_BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

(filO\VNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

CODE 

24 

STATUS 

LoccuP1Eo 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 

x_YES- RESTRICTED 

_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

_NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Sixth · 
COUNTY CODE 

001 

PRESENT USE 

--.AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT .XRELIGIOL!S 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER: 

Congregation of the A.M.E. Church Attention: Reverend Jackson 
STREET & NUMBER 

Decatur Street at Frederick Street 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Cumberland _ v1c1N1TY oF Maryland 21502 
lli2LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. Allegany County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Prospect Square 
CITY. TOWN 

Cumberland 
flri REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

STATE 

Marylanrl~~-'~,~~~0~2----~~-

TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

_FEDERAL _.STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 



I IB DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

XFAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

LJLTEREO 

/. l - I V -I. , 136 
CHECK ONE 

LoR1GINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The African Methodist Episcopal Church is located on the northeast corner of 
-Decatur and Frederick Streets, Cumberland, ~~aryland. It was built in 1892 on the site 
of an earlier church. 

The church is a two-story brick building on a concrete foundation with a gable 
roof. The south gable end contains· the main entrance and faces Decatur Street; the west 
elevation lies along Frederick Street. The sanctuary is onthe secondJloor with a 
meeting room be 1 ow. - - - - - · 

The south gable end has a large, pointed-arch stained glass window at the second 
story level and two recessed, double doors separated by three small round-arched windows 
on the first floor. A band of decorative brick extends across the wall at the level of 
the top of the doors. A second band crosses the facade on either side of the large 
window. _The large window consists of two smaller, pointed-arch windows with a round 
window above contained in the molding of the larger window. Each leaf of the double 
doors in the two entrances has two panels, a larger on top. Above each door is a 
semicircular overlight. A set of concrete stairs leads up to each door. The peak of th1 
gable is decorated by a board with a trefoil cutout and simple stickwork below. 

The Frederick Street (west) elevation is five bays long with six brick buttresses 
defining the bays. The first floor windows have six-over-six, double-hung sash, except 
the southernmost which has a one-over-one sash with stained glass. The northernmost bay 
contains a door. On the second floor are five lancet-shaped, stained glass windows. 

The east elevation is very similar to the west but stands against the dwelling just 
east of it. The north gable end has windows only on the first floor. 

The floor plan of the first floor consists of an entrance/stair hall in the south 
end and a large meeting room with a stage in the northeast corner in the rest of the 
building. The stairs rise from either side to the center, leading into the church. 
There is a balcony on the south end facing the altar in the north end. The pews were 
installed in three sections and are curved facing the altar. The interior, very plain 
in decoration, has been renovated several times, though the pews are earlier than the 
modifications. 



I II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

-1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

-1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

-1600-1699 URCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

-1100-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

.11800-1899 _COMMERCE _ _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

-1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC OATES 1892 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

hL-tv-A-13( 

XREUGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_!OTHER (SPECIFY) 

black history 

The African Methodist Episcopal Church building in Cumberland is a material 
part of the history of the free blacks in that city. This substantial building reflect 
the level of prosperity the black co1T111unity had reached by 1892, as well as the 
prominent place of the Church in the life of the community. 

The congregation that built this church is itself important in Maryland's black 
history as an early organized group of free blacks. In 1847 blacks who had for many 
years worshipped from the balcony at the Centre Street Methodist Episcopal Church 
decided to leave the white congregation and build their own church. They elected a 
board of trustees, and a plain brick building was completed by the end of 1848. 
A Father Golden, of Baltimore, came to Cumberland to help in this effort. 

In 1847 Lot #15 in Magruder's Addition to Cumberland was sold to the trustees 
of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, in particular, Burgis Magruder. In 1863, 
after Magruder's death, his administrator confirmed the sale to the trustees, 
described as "free men of color". The deed mentions a "church and lot". 

This first church was rebuilt and enlarged jn 1871 and enlarged again :in 1875 
to accorrmodate the increasing membership. The present church was built in 1892 
in the Methodist tradition with the sanctuary on the second floor and Sunday school 
rooms below. 

A certificate of incorporation was recorded for the congregation on July 7, 
1886. The trustees at that time were Pastor Joseph H. Robinson, Frederick Burger, 
Allison Shackelford, Philip L. Brown, William H. Campbell, and Stewart McNeal. 

Two years later a deed was recorded from the House Building Association of 
Cumberland to the African Methodist Episcopal Church (65/644). The lot description 
was as follows: 

All that lot .•• the intersection of the North side of 
Decatur Street with the East side of Frederick Street. 

In 1901 this lot was sold to William M. Mertens (88/411). 
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lliJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGEOFt.oM1NATEDPROPERTY 260 fast QR FFederick Street by fifty feet on Decatur Street 

.. : ,UTM ~EFERENCES 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL ST~TES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPl.NG STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

·-
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

l~ .,FORM PR~PARED BY 
• NAME/TITLE , 

'.. Faye Purdham- and Mel Coll ins 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryl and Hi storfca l Trust' •. Allegany county ·co!III!;ttee November 1 gzz' 
STREET Iii NUMBER TELEPHONE 

303 East· Clement Street · 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Cumberland Maryland 21502 

IESTATE HI~TORICPRESERVATl~N,~FFICER CERTIFICATION 
lHE'EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

.NATIONAL __ - STATEA LOCAL __ 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE . ; 
DATE 

GPO 11z. 453 

'-----......... ------~~~~~!'!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!'!--!!'!"'!!!!~-----·____) 





AL-IV-A-137 
H.U.F. Flurshutz Store 
25 North Centre Street 
Cumberland 

c. 1875-1900 

This two-story flat roofed painted brick building is rectangular in shape, 

and was constructed between 1875 and 1900. It features a brick cap on the 

facade wall, with a wood cornice frieze with dentils. A projected brick cornice is 

above three facade rectangular vents with stone banding. Just below the 

cornice is a varied brick course with three quoins. The combination window unit 

has three fixed transom windows at the top. The lower portion of the window 

has a fixed rectangular glass in the center section and two double hung windows 

on each side. There are pilaster Doric columns at window separations. A cut 

white stone veneer over brick is on the lower facade. On the interior, the first 

floor is divided into two principal spaces, a large commercial space in front and a 

smaller elevated space behind (mezzanine). A pressed metal ceiling exists on 

both stories. The first floor was "modernized" in 1957. Covering the pressed 

metal ceiling with acoustic tile and surface mounted fluorescent lights and 

covering the floor with composition tile. The store front was altered at this time 

with the addition of the veneer stone. The second story is one large room with 

built-in storage bins; there are no architectural details other than a pressed metal 

ceiling and original glazing on the windows. 

This building is typical in appearance and history to the majority of the 

buildings within the Downtown Cumberland Historic District. It was originally built 

for commercial use, and has been a variety/gift store for most of its 100+ year 



history. The first land records indicate in a deed dated 9/15/1873 (Uber 39, folio 

628) that it was conveyed from Samuel Ways to John N. Rice. Charles Rice et 

ex-et al., in a deed dated 7/31/1911 (Uber 108, folio 859) conveyed the 

land/property to H.U.F. Flurshutz. The property remained in the H.U.F. Flurshutz 

family, passed down through generations, until May 19, 1989, when the present 

owners purchased the property. Old receipts found in the attic indicated the 

property was a dime store-type venture in 1915. From 1918-1964, the Neff 

family leased the building for a postcard and framing shop. The Whitakers 

operated a gift store in the property from 1964-1982. The property was empty 

from 1982-1989, except for a brief occupancy by a music studio in 1984. The 

building is similar to its neighbors in size, scale, materials, and style. 



Property: 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

REVIEW SHEET 

Historic Preservation Certification Application-Significance 

dl 2 AJr:r IA !lr he- c5t1 <:£ J- Project No.: 

No. 1024-C009 

AL-IV-A-13J? 

Hi District: /);uJ17bJO iJ;,mb'zbd llz5kr1 C· )Un<:./) 
c< // 3 I ;>O date initial application received by State 

; I 
date(s) additional iniormation requested by State 

date complete information received by State 

_'-6....._../_y._./~Z~'J __ date of this transmittal to NPS 

Inspection of property by State staff? ;i no _yes date(s): 

---_,, .... V ___ There is adequate documentation enclosed to evaluate the historic character and integrity of this property. 

------- There is insufficient documentation to evaluate the property adeauately. The application is missing the following items: 

NUMBER 

1 

NUMBER 

2 

Reasonable efforts have been made to obtain this information. Copies of the information reauests are encloseo. 

This property involves: 

-----.,- Extensive loss of historic fabric 
_ __,.K""". __ Substantial alterations over time 

I 
_____ Preliminary determination of listing 

____ for district 

____ for individual property 

____ Significance less than SO years old 

Complete item(s) below as appropriate. 

____ Obscured or covered elevation(s) 

____ Moved property 

____ State recommendation inconsistent with NA 

documentation 

____ Recommendation different from the applicant's 

request 

(1) The documentation on file with the National Register cites the period(s) of significance of this historic district as ,/Y6!J- /9 3 c' 

(2) The property _j contributes __ does not contribute to the historic significance of this registered historic district in: 

--X"-'""- location ~design ___.){setting __ '>(materials __x· workmanship K._ feeling __ association 

____ Property is mentioned in the NA or State or local district documentation in Section __ , page __ . 

(3) For properties less than 50 years old: 

____ the historical merits of the district (the periods and areas of significance) are documenteo in the National Register form or 

district documentation on file as less than 50 years old. justifying the certification of this property's contribution. 

____ the exceptional historical or architectural significance of this property as describeo in the National Register form or district 

documentation on file justifies its certification as contributing. 

____ there is insufficient justification to consider this property as contributing to the district for its inaividual exceotional 

architectural or historical significance or the significance of the district does not extend to the last 50 years. 

(4) For preliminary determinations: 

A. The status of the nomination for the property/historic district: 

Nomination has already been submitted to State review board, and nomination will be forwarded to the NPS within __ _ 

months. (Draft nomination is enclosed.) 

Nomination was submitted to the NPS on --------

Nomination will be submitted to the State review board within twelve months. 

Nomination process likely will be completed within thirty months. 

___ Other, explain: 

B. Evaluation of the property: 

---- Property is individually eligible and meets National Register Criteria for Evaluation 

---- Property is located within a potential registered district that meets National Register 
Criteria for Evaluation: __ A __ B __ C __ D 

Criteria Considerations: __A __ B __ C __ D __ E __ F __ G 

(5) The property is located in a regist~red district, is outside the period(s) or area(s) of significance as documented in the NA form and: 

---- appears to ~ntri,bute to the expanded significance of the district. Enclosed is the revised nomination documentation. 

does not appear to contribute to the period(s) or area(s) of significance of the district. 



NUMBER 

4 

I''.•/ t , .... 
f' ;.., I ..- t '\ , , .:. I 

State Official Recommendation: 

This application for the above-named property has been reviewed by r;;::-;, c-,, le A~ i/u/l!ZH d 
jl'professionatly qualified architect, architectural historian. or historian on my staff. 

--.lL"The property is included within the boundaries of a registered historic district, contributes to the significance of the district, and is 
a "certified historic structure" for the purpose of rehabilitation. 

__ The property is included within the boundaries of a registered historic district. contributes to the significance of the district. and is a 
"certified historic structure" for a charitable contribution for conservation purposes in accordance with the Tax Treatment Extension 
Act of 1980. 

__ The property does not contribute to the significance of the above-named district. 
__ The property appears to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely be nominated. 
__ The property does not appear to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will not be nominated. 
__ The property appears to contribute to the significance of a: 

_potential historic district which appears to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely be nominated. 
__ registered historic district but is outside the period(s) or areas of significance as documented in the National Register nomination 

or district documentation on file with the NPS. Revised nomination or district documentation is enclosed. 
__ The property should be denied a preliminary determination that it could qualify as a certified historic structure. 
__ Insufficient documentation has been provided to evaluate the structure. 

__ Detailed NPS review recommended ____ Precedent-setting case ____ ,Forwarded without recommendation 

_See attachments: 

NPS Comments: 

Date 



Rev 12!86 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR r\ ~ i 1; -~ :: _ No 1024-0009 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Ii h-.; -~~---; .;;~; 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION. 

_: 1, 

-·' i 

PART 1 - EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 

NPS Office Use Only 

I NRIS No: I Proiect No: 

Instructions: Read the instructions carefully before completing applicat1on. No cen1ficat1on will be made unless a completed application form has been received. 
Type or print clearly in black ink. If additional space is needed. use continuation sheets or attach blank sheets. 

1. Name of property: 

Address of propeny· Street 2 5 N Ce .. dre s+ ..... ce± 
Zo? lSC2... City C:.~ ,..,..J2"' (lo y'\ d County ~.l \ e~f' 0 ~ State 1\.\0 (\I'(! n d 

Name at h1stor:c district: ) ,~ \ .. ,) ! C'. ~ •] C..:\.,:.m b,,._.'2_',__{_,,_I c ... ~l,_,~_,l_d~\-\......, ..... 1 s_·._tr>-=-·~t__,1_,.(..,· _l)_.\ ......,.-.~s'-h'-'-·~1 c~t-'------------------
.",;l. National Register district ~ cert1fieo state or :ocai district ~ potential historic district 

2. Check nature of request: 

N cen1ficat1on that the building contributes to the significance of the above-named historic district for the purpose of rehabilitation. 
D cemficat1on that the structure or building and. where appropriate. the land area on which such a structure or building is located contributes to the 

significance of the above-named historic district for a charitable contribution for conservation purposes. 
CJ cen1ficat1on that the building does not contribute to the significance of the above-named district. 
CJ prel1m1nary determination for individual listing in the National Register. 
C preliminary determination that a building located within a potential historic district contributes to the significance of the district. 
CJ preliminary determination that a building outside the period or area of significance contributes to the significance of the district. 

3. Project contact: 

Name )r. SL\ndV'C\ k, siY'OC k 
Street --'2....._'A.._;?i_,__.L;"'-. \_.1 ...... y\..1.-'d......_S ...... 0__, . .,.~· __,Q.....,,,,.c<..>. C\~d...__ ___________ City _....C-'i._.1_._m,_._kJ""e-'-,v-l.....L.l ,.,ct,_.\11.....,_,d~· ________ _ 

I 

State _ .... \\A_,...ri..._· .... Y'~'t ..... \ _a .... v~'=d~----------- Zip 215C:7 Daytime Telephone Numb/?;<)t}1CSCJ-3SDL\-\ '-.: 
4. Owner: 

I hereoy attest that the information I have provided is. to :he best of my knowledge. correct. and that I own the propeny oescribed acove. I unoerstand that 
falsification of tactual representations 1n this application is sucject to criminal sanctions at up to $10.000 1n fines or imprisonment for up to five years pursuant 
to 18 us.c. 1001 / 

Signature:;/~~;i'.U<Jc.<....::..L4-~;,.//LL...::..,"l!...3=;::-,d:~c:....;,,,{J:.... ___ Date .;z/; _;;_ /r; CJ Name 

Organization 

Street 
I 

City __..C ............ · cn...u..,ilow:4?:r;;....;.o.1: ..... l ..... n ..... n....i.=d,.__ ________ _ 

State __,,__f\i_,,\e~Y"-'\"l-1 \...,(l...,,,,Y'~<-+\ _________ Zip 215Q? Daytime Telephone Numbe(?' I J16 CJ -3 'B D ± 
NPS Office Use Only 

The National Park Service has reviewed the "Historic Preservation Cert1ficat1on Application - Pan 1" for the above-named property ano hereby determines that 
the propeny: 

CJ contributes to the significance of the above-named district and is a "cenified historic structure" for the purpose of rehabilitation. 
0 contributes to the significance of the above-named district and is a "cen1fied historic structure" for a charitable contribution for conservation purposes in ac· 

cordance with the Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980. 
0 does not contribute to the significance of the above-named district. 

Preliminary Determinations: 

C appears to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely be listed in the National Register of Historic Places if nominated by the State 
Historic Preservation Officer according to the procedures set fonh in 36 CFR Pan 60. 

CJ does not appear to meet the Nauonal Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely not be listed in the National Regis1er. 
CJ appears to contribute to the significance of a potential historic district. which will likely be listed in the National Register of Historic Places if nominated by the 

State Historic Preservation Officer. 
D appears to contribute to the significance of a registered historic district but is outside the period or area of significance as documented in the National 

Register nomination or district documentation on file with the NPS. 
0 does not appear to qualify as a certified historic structure. 

Date National Park Service Authorized Signature Nat1onal Park Service Office/Telephone No: 

C See Attacnments 
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1994 Feldstein ' s Revised I Remember Downtown Cumberland : 1950- 1980 . 
Cumberland : Commercial Press Printing Company . 
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