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Graham's Mansion 
Wright's Crossing 

1871 

In 1871 the Graham Mansion was constructed as a residence 

for the successful farmer Mr. Curtin M. Graham. The house is 

a Victorian Revival brick structure that is laid in American 

Connnon Bond, and supported by a high stone foundation. The 

roof is gabled, with a front and rear cross gable dormer and 

is shingled b;· the original slate materials. The main facade 

is two and cne ha 1 f stories long and six ba;•s wide exhibiting 

twin entrances with hoods supported by wooden columris. Other 

appointments of the house include six-over-six light windows, 

gothic sash windows in the gable ends and brackets supporting 

the side soffit. 
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1. Name {indicate preferred name} 

historic Graham Mansion (preferred) 

and/or common Layman Farm. P.richard Farm 

2. Location 

street & number One half mile east of old Rt. 36 from inter- _not for publication 
section in Wright's Crossing 

city, town Frostburg -X-- vicinity of congressional district six th 

state l1I) 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 

county 

Status 
_occupied 
_x_ unoccupied 

Allegany 

Present Use 
_museum 
_park x building(s) 

_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 

_ work in progress 
Accessible 

-----x- agriculture 
_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ private residence 
_religious 

_ being considered 
~-not applicable 

-x- yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Prichard Realty Co , Bob and Bill Prichard 
689-6939 

street&number 7 West College Ave., 9 West College A#~ephone no.: 689-6246 

city, town Frostburg state and zip code MD 21532 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etcAllegany County Courthouse liber 361 

street & number 30 Washington Street folio 225 

city, town Cumberland state MD 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

'e 

date _federal _ state _ county 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 

local 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
-Xgood 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated --X- unaltered 
_ ruins _ altered 
_unexposed 

Survey No. '/)"L-J/-/f-('f <-/ 

Check one 
-X---- original site 
_moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Graham Mansion is located approximately 1/2 mile east of Route 836 
and 1/4 mile north of the intersection of U.S. Route 48 and Route 36 on the 
southeast edge of Frostburg. The historic approach to the house is via a 
dirt lane leading up from Wright's Crossing on Route 836. 

The Graham Mansion is sited on the side of a steep hill or ridge along 
the east side of Route 836 and is oriented on an east-west axis, perpendicu
lar to the hillside. The mansion is rectangul~r in form, with the principal 
facade facing south along the ridge. It is l~-stories high on a full cellar, 
six bays long and two rooms deep, with a pitched gable roof oriented on the 
east-west axis. This large brick house was constructed in 1870-71 and in
corporates two smaller brick wings, which appear to date to as many as three 
distinct stages of construction. 

The principal facade of the main house faces south. It is six bays 
wide, with the principal entrance located in the east bay of the first floor 
and a second entrance in the second bay from the west. The four remaining 
first floor openings are fitted with 6i6 windows; there are six 6/6 win_ 
ranged across the second story. A large cross gable is centered on the 
middle four bays of this facade, with paired segmentally arched 4/4 windows 
in the center. A large cellar entrance is located at the west end of this 
facade; three small window openings pierce the foundation. The stone found
ation has been rendered with stucco and scribed with imitation joints. The 
brick facade is laid in six-course common bond with splayed brick jack 
arches above the openings. The entire house was at one time painted red witt 
stenciled mortar joints, as indicated by traces of this finish where the 
walls have been protected by the two front po~ches and a demolished rear 
porch. The principal door in the east bay is framed with sidelights and 
transom and is protect~d by a handsome one story hip-roofed entrance porch 
with elaborate Victorian supports, balustrade and bracketed cornice. A 
stone mounting block for carriages is located directly in front of this 
porch. The secondary door to the west has a transom but no sidelights and 
is protected by a similar but slightly smaller entrance porch. This porch 
has a flight of granite steps and a handsome original iron rail. The roof 
of the house is covered with diamond pattern asbestos tiles and is surmountec 
by five decorative Victorian chimneys. The eaves oversail and are boxed in 
with a bold crownmold applied to the fascia and scrolled brackets below the 
soffit applied against a wide, plain frieze. 

The west gable wall of the main house is three bays wide. Single 6/6 
windows flank paired 4/4 windows on the first and second floor; a pair of 
segmentally arched 4/4 windows is centered in the upper gabl7. Two.small 
cellar ventilation openings that pierce th7 foundation are f~tted.with · 
tical iron bars at the exterior face and window sash at the interior fa~- -
The rendered stone foundation, six-course brickwork, and bracketed cornice 
match the front facade. 

The east third of the rear or north facade is almost entirely con
cealed by the rear wing. The fenestration on this facade is not completely 



8. Significance 

_,nod 
_ prehistoric 
- 1401}-1499 
_ 1501}-1599 
_ 1601}-1699 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation 
___x agriculture _ economics 
~ architecture _ education 

Survey No. 11?--~ 1-lf--C/l/ 

_ landscape architecture_ religion 
_law _science 
_ literature _ sculpture 
_ military _ social/ 

_ 1701}-1799 _art _engineering _music humanitarian 
_theater _x_ 1 SOC}-1899 _ commerce 

__x_ 1901}- _ communications 

Specific dates 18 7 0- 71 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

_exploration/settlement_ philosophy 
_ industry _ politics/government 
_invention 

Builder/ Architect 

A B c D 

A B c D E F G 

national state local 

_ transportation 
_other (specify) 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The Graham Mansion and associated outbuildings comprises one of the most 
complete and significant 19th century farm complexes in Western Maryland. 

The main house was constructed in 1870-71 by Curtis M. Graham and was 
one of the largest and finest houses of the period in this region. It 

'a.ins in almost pristine condition, with no significant alterations to the 
..... se. Virtually all of the original woodwork and most of the fi\re 

Victorian mantels survive in place. Early cupboards, wall-paper, painted 
and grained woodwork and period hardware have all survived in nearly 
pristine condition. The large Victorian house incorporates two early wings, 
both of which retain original woodwork, mantels, and other decorative 
details. Details of particular interest include the unusual arched con
struction of the cellar walls, the evidence of painted and penciled brick
work, handsome original porches, and the concrete paving· block_s that en
circle the house. The latter are described in an 1882 newspaper article 
and are an unusually ea:1;ly dated survival of the use of concrete. 

In addition to the main house and wings, there are five significant 
19th century farm buildings. These include an extemely fine double 
pen log bank barn, a large brick work building, a meat house/bank 
house, a dairy/shop, and a brick building that has been converted 
into a garage. The log barn and the meat house are particularly worthy 
of more detailed recording. 
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7.1 Description (Cont'd.) 

symmetrical. The rear door is offset to right (west) of center on 
the first floor, flanked by a paired 4/4 window to the left, a single 
4/4 to the right and a single 6/6 window in the west bay. The door is 
a six-panel Victorian door with paneled soffit and jambs and no tran
som or sidelights. There are five 6/6 windows on the second floor, a 
segmentally arched double 4/4 centered in the upper gable, and three 
barred cellar ventilation openings. The foundation brickwork and 
cornice match the front facade. 

The two story east wing conceals the north portion of the east 
gable wall of the main house. Openings in this wall include a 
single four-panel door with four-light transom on the first floor, 
one 6/6 window in the south bay of the second story, and a pair of 
segmentally arched 4/4 windows centered in the upper gable. The 
stone foundation on this facade is only one course high and is 
not rendered; the brickwork and cornice match the front facade. 

The east wing clearly predates the main house. The brickwork, 
windows and interior trim all date to circa 1820-40 and the larger 
1871 house incorporates the west wall of the wing into the east 
wall of the main house, leaving a clearly visible seam where the 
second story eave of the wing joins the main house on the north facade. 

The south wall of the wing is the principal facade of this 
early structure. It is constructed of carefully laid Flemish bond 
brick with numerous randomly placed glazed headers above a 
fieldstone foundation. There are two 9/6 windows with splayed brick 
jack arches on the first·story and two 6/6 windows without jack arches 
on the second story. The eaves were rebuilt in 187.1 and now consist 
of a plain box cornice supported by scrolled Victorian brackets 
matching the main house. The top six-courses of brickwork have 
been painted to imitate the plain frieze on the main house. 

The only openings on the east gable wall of the wing are a 
pair of four-light windows in the upper gable. The brickwork is 
laid in five-course bond; the cornice returns at the corners and 
is carried up the gable eaves with the same brackets and painted 
frieze found on the south wall. 

The rear or north wall is set flush with the rear facade of 
the later 1871 house. There are two 9/6 windows on the first 
floor and two 6/6 windows on the second floor. The brickwork 
is laid in four- to six-course bond; the cornice matches the 
east and south facade. This early structure remains its original 
size, as determined by the queen closers found at both ends of 
the north wall. 

The rear or north wing is also of brick construction and 
was constructed in two distinct sections. The earliest section 
is l~ stories high on a full cellar. It is three bays long 
and one room deep with a pitched gable roof oriented on a north
south axis, perpendicular to the main house. A single flush brick 
chimney is centered on what was the north gable wall. This 



7.2 Description (Cont'd.) 

building rests on a full stone cellar foundation and is set 
into the side of the hill so that the cellar opens to the west 
and the first floor to the east, both at grade level. The founda
tion is rough fieldstone; the brickwork is random common bond. 
On the east facade, there is a door to left of center on the 
first floor flanked by single 6/6 windows on either side. A 
pitched roof 6/6 dormer window is offset to left of center 
on the second story. On the west wall, there are two 6/6 windows 
on the first story. A large cellar door to the south and a 
window opening to the north pierce the cellar foundation. The 
north window on the first floor has rebuilt jambs and lacks the 
splayed jack arch, so it is presumably inserted. The original 
north gable wall of this_ wing remains visible from the interior 
of the later north addition. There were two 6/6 windows on the 
first story and two 6/3 windows in the upper gable. One first 
story window has been blocked and converted to a cupboard, the 
other was enlarged for an interior door. The second story windows 
remain intact, including sash and trim. 

The brick walls and stone foundation of this early wing 
do not key into either the early east wing or the 1871 house. This 
wing appears architecturally to post-date the early two story 
east wing and to predate the 1871 mansion. The most logical 
explanation for the sequence evidence is that the 1871 mansion 
rests on the site of an earlier house that predated either of 
the wings. No concrete evidence can be found to support this 
theory, however. 

The north wing was later enlarged to the north, presumably 
in 1871, by the addition of one additional room on each floor. 
This addition is three bays long and the same height and width 
as the earlier wing. 

On the east wall, there is a 6/6 window in the center bay 
flanked by a single door to north and south. A 6/6 pitched 
roof dormer is offset to left of center on the roof. The brick
work is random common bond with splayed jack arches over the 
openings. The roof of the entire wing on the east side projects 
out approximately two feet to form a protective pent along 
this facade. 

On the north gable wall of the enlarged wing, there are 
two small 2/2 windows on the first story and two 6/3 windows on 
the second story. The throat of a bake oven is centered on 
the first story and the outline of a pitched gable roof clearly 
defines the location of a small structure that sheltered the 
missing oven. A flush brick chimney is centered on this gable; 
the eaves oversail and are boxed in with returns at the corners. 

On the west wall of the wing there are two 6/6 windows 
on the first story, a door to the south, and a barred 6/6 
window to the north in the cellar. This facade is constructed 
of a low stone foundation at grade level with five- to six-course 
bond brick above. A two-course belt course is carried across 
the wall at first floor level and the brickwork below this 



7.3 Description (Cont'd.) 

belt course was rendered with stucco. The eaves are boxed in 
and left plain. 

Evidence survives on all three sides of the enlarged wing 
of painted red brick with white stenciled mortar joints. 

The interior of the main house consists of a T-plan hall 
formed by a broad stair and entrance hall across the east gable 
end and a secondary hall bisecting the center of the house 
longitudinally to the west of the stair hall. There are three 
rooms and a secondary entrance passage to the south of the longi
tudinal hall and two rooms, a pantry, and a secondary stair 
passage to the north. 

The principal stair is located in the entrance hall and 
rises against the east gable wall to a landing at the north end 
of the hall, then turns 180 degrees and continues up to the 
second floor. It is an open-string stair with a massive turned 
walnut newel, molded walnut rail and turned balusters. Scrolled 
stair brackets are applied to the stair ends. 

An arched opening in the west wall of the stair hall opens 
into the longitudinal hall. This opening is trimmed with a 
molded hood piece and plain architrave trim framed with a heavy, 
molded backhand. 

The ceilings throughout the first floor of the main house 
are eleven feet high. All of the original baseboard and archi
trave trim survives, as well as all of the interior and exterior 
doors, most of the original hardware, and four of the five man
tels. Two of the mantels are marbleized slate, the others are 
wood with a painted and grained finish. All of the interior 
trim, doors, and cupboards are painted and grained as well. 
The standard architrave trim consists of a plain fascia with 
bold flattened ogee backhand, crossetted corners, and a hood
mold above all openings. The interior four-panel doors 
have Victorian ogee panel molds and are painted and grained. Of 
particular interest on the first floor are a series of cupboards 
in several of the rooms. These are of a variety of styles, 
including one four-door cupboard with flattened ogee panel molds 
and cove/astragal backhand trim. This cupboard includes both 
shelves and pigeonholes, some of which are marked "Letters 
for the Year .•••. ", with 1866 the earliest year represented and 
1884 the latest year. Also of interest is the pantry, which is 
five feet wide and 12~ feet deep. Built-in shelves and drawers line 
one entire wall. 

The secondary stair is located near the center of the 
north side of the longitudinal hall. This stair is a scaled 
down version of the main stair in the entrance hal. A four-panel 
Victorian door under the landing opens onto an interior stair 
to the cellar. 

The first floor plan is essentially repeated on the second 
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floor, with three large chambers on the south side of the longi
tudinal hall and one large chamber, two small chambers, and 
the secondary stair to the north of the hall. The south end 
of the main stair hall is partitioned to form an unheated chamber. 
The ceilings on the second floor are 10~ feet high. All of the 
original baseboard and architrave trim survives, as well as 
all of the interior doors and four of the five mantels. There 
are two marbleized slate mantels, one painted and grained wood 
mantel, and one relatively plain wood mantel shelf. Cast iron 
inserts survive for the two slate mantels. All of the woodwork and 
interior doors are painted and grained. 

Where one original mantel has been removed in the north
west room on the second floor, the name of a worlanan has been 
exposed to view. Penciled on the bare plaster behind the 
missing mantel is the inscription "Alfred E. Smenner, Cumberland, 
Md. Feb. 25, 1871." 

The third story consists of one large room extending the 
full length of the house. The knee walls and ceiling are plastered but the 
but the room is otherwise left plain. Light is provided by 
the paired windows in the cross gables and the east and west 
gable walls. 

The early two story brick wing is joined to the east 
gable wall of the main house and is connected via a single door 
on each floor that opens off the east wall of the main stair hall. 

There is one room on each floor of this wing. On the first 
floor, an interior chimney is centered on the west wall of the 
wing, flanked by the door to the hall on the right and by a 
four-door cupboard on the left. This door and cupboard are 
not in their original locations. Seams in the plastered walls 
of the two alcoves clearly show that the door was originally 
to the left and the cupboard to the right of the fireplace and 
that they were reversed in 1871 to accommodate the placement 
of the stair in the new house. 

The fireplace has been altered in the 20th century but 
the early mantel survives. It is a board surrounded with reeded 
astragal profilepilasters framing the opening below a plain 
frieze, reeded sideblocks and a molded shelf. The molding 
profiles include both Federal and Greek Revival components 
suggesting a date of circa 1830. The four-door cupboard to 
the left has flat recessed paneled doors and is framed with 
reeded architrave trim that matches the mantel pilasters. This 
same trim is used as the window architrave and the fascia of a 
two-piece chairrail. The door to the left of the fireplace 
is a simple six-panel door set in a paneled opening with tight, 
Greek ogee/astragal panel molds. This frame is clearly reused 
from the original door location to the left of the fireplace 
and is clear evidence of an earlier house on the same site as 
the 1871 mansion. The walls and ceiling of the first floor 
rooms are plastered 



7.5 Description (Cont'd.) 

The second story of the wing consists of a single room 
with a small fireplace on the west gable wall. The fireplace 
is framed with a board surround with a bold cyma reversa/astragal 
backhand framing the opening and a simple Greek ogee molded shelf. 
To the left of the fireplace is a large built-in cupboard with 
a single six-panel door. To the right of the fireplace, a 
six-panel door opens onto the stair landing in the main hall. 
This door opening is framed with paneled soffit and jambs 
matching the first floor opening. There is no evidence that 
this door location is not original. Early trim in the second 
floor chamber includes beaded baseboard, a two-piece chair-
rail with beaded fascia and astragalnosing and molded window 
frames consisting of a rabbeted astragal backhand against a 
beaded frame. 

The only access to the attic is through a trap door in 
the east end of the second floor ceiling. The attic is floored 
but not plastered. The roof is framed with 4 to 7 inch diameter 
poles joined and pegged at the ridge. A one by four inch wind 
brace has been let into the top face of the rafters at the east 
end of the north roof slope. 

A door at the north end of the main stair hall of the 1871 
house opens into the north wing which was constructed in two 
periods. The early section, which predates the 1871 house, 
consists of two rooms on each floor. The partition between the 
two rooms is constructed of plain vertical boards now covered 
with wall paper. It is not clear if this is an original partition. 
A blocked fireplace is off set to right of center on the north 
wall of the north room flanked by an original gable window 
opening to the left and a door to the right. The window opening 
has been converted into a two-door cupboard; the door is an 
enlarged window opening that now opens into the later section 
of the wing, which was added circa 1871. Early trim in these 
two rooms includes beaded baseboard and architrave trim and a 
simple two-piece chairrail. The fireplace is framed with a 
board surround with flattened ogee backhand framing the opening 
below a replaced shelf and original cove/astragal molding. 

The second floor of the wing is also divided into two rooms 
by a stud and plaster partition. Original 6/3 windows survive 
in the north gable wall of the north room, but now open into the 
later section of the wing. The walls and ceilings are plastered 
with machine sawn lathing. The early plain beaded trim and 
batten door have survived. 

The later section of the wing originally consisted of a 
single room on each floor. The first floor room has been altered 
and partitioned and the fireplace has been blocked. The opening 
for an original oven survives in the north gable wall, still 
sealed with an iron door and latch. An enclosed winder stair 
rises against the south wall to the loft room, which is plastered 
and finished with plain trim. Numerous iron hooks are secured 
to the collar beams and hang below the plaster ceiling. These 
were evidently used for some type of storage. 



7.6 Description (Cont'd.) 

A full cellar extends under the main house. A series 
of piers and brick relieving arches extend under the north 
wall of the first floor longitudinal hall and the west wall of 
the main entrance hall. A small storeroom has been partitioned 
off on the south side of the cellar. 

There is no cellar or crawl space under the early east 
wing, but a full cellar extends under both sections of the 
north wing. The cellar under the earlier portion of the wing 
consists of a single room with a blocked fireplace on the 
north wall and an inserted paster ceiling applied to machine 
lathing. A large batten door opens out at grade level on the 
west wall. This door and a smaller batten door that opens 
into the later north section are carefully constructed and 
hang on wrougnt iron strap hinges. They are both fitted with 
hand crafted sliding wood latches. The heavy, hewn ceiling 
joists are visible through holes in the ceiling. The floor 
is brick paved, but only remains visible in a few places. 

The cellar under the later north addition to the wing 
also consists of a single room, with no evidence of a blocked 
fireplace in the chimney base on the north wall. The walls 
are plastered; the joist ceiling is left open, exposing circular 
sawn joists with diagonal bridging in between. The floor is 
paved with brick in a herringbone pattern. The window and 
door openings in the west wall are framed with the same cove/ 
astragal backhand trim found in the outbuildings. 

Meat House/Bank House 

Immediately to the east of the north wing is a small brick 
outbuilding measuring 10 feet wide and 21 feet long. It is 
set into the hillside on a north-south axis, parallel to the 
kitchen wing of the house. The main floor opens out at grade 
level onto the kitchen yard, while the cellar opens at grade 
lower down the slope. It is entirely of brick construction 
laid in five-course bo.nd. The principal entrance is centered 
in the south (uphtll) gable wall; with a small ventilation 
opening centered in the upper gable. On the east facade wall, 
there is a door offset to right of center, flanked by a 6/6 
window to the left and a low, rectangular two light opening 
to the right. There are two cellar windows at grade level. 
The door and window openings have splayed brick jack arch lintels; 
the rectangular two light vent has a soldier course lintel. 
The door and the 6/6 window are set in beaded frames; the door 
sill is stone. Both first floor window openings are fitted 
with vertical iron bars; the 6/6 window can also be secured 
with paneled shutters. 

On the north gable wall, there is a single 9-light 
window with splayed jack arch lintel and early concrete sill 
in the center of the cellar level, a low rectangular ventilation 
opening centered on the principal floor, and a small ventilation 
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opening centered in the upper gable. The cellar window 
is set in a beaded frame and is fitted with paneled shutters. 
The rectangular ventilation opening on the main floor is barrred 
with vertical iron rods and can be shuttered from inside. 

On the west facade, there is a door in the north bay and 
a nine-light window in the south bay of the cellar level, and 
a rectangular ventilation opening in the north bay and a 6/6 
in the south bay of the principal floor. Both of these openings 
are fitted with vertical iron bars and the 6/6 and nine-light 
windows are fitted with paneled shutters. 

The cellar of this building consists of a single room 
with dirt floor, plastered brick walls, and plastered ceiling. 
Where the ceiling plaster has fallen, it is possible to see 
7x8 inch hewn joists laid on 18 inch centers. The north half 
of the first floor is constructed of brick paving laid on 
circular sawn floor boards, while the south bay has been firred 
up and laid with narrow circular sawn flooring. It is not 
clear whether this is an original feature or has been rebuilt. 
The windows are trimmed with cove/astragal backhand trim. A 
number of iron hooks are driven into the ceiling joists and 
hang below the plastered ceiling. 

The principal floor level is divided into two separate 
rooms. The south room is at present used as a workshop and 
storeroom. It has a narrow plank floor and plastered walls 
and ceiling. Two rows of iron hooks are embedded in the ceiling. 
The windows are trimmed with cove/astragal trim. The north 
room has a brick paved floor, plastered walls and ceiling. Six 
rows of seven iron hooks protrude from the ceiling. A stove 
chimney is centered on the interior partition wall, which is 
constructed of brick and plastered. 

Brick Outbuilding/Garage 

Immediately to the east of the meat house is a larger 
one story brick building that measures 20~ feet wide and 30 
feet long. The rebuilt, pitched gable roof is oriented on 
the north-south axis. The east wall has been rebuilt with con
crete block and the south wall has been opened up to serve 
as a garage door. The building is constructed of five-course 
band brick on a fieldstone foundation, with splayed brick jack 
arches above the original window openings. There are two 6/6 
windows on the west facade wall and an arched 6/6 window in 
the center of the north gable. A Gothic arched recess is 
centered in the upper gable of the north wall. Evidence sur
vives of the painted and penciled finish where the brick walls 
have been protected from the weather. 

Brick Work Building 

Across the driveway to the east of the garage is a larger 
l~ story brick building constructed perpendicular to the steep 
hillside. The rectangular building is thus oriented east-west 
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with the principal entrance centered in the grade level of the 
west gable wall. This entrance consists of a double batten 
door flanked by single 6/6 windows fitted with vertical iron 
bars. There are two barred 6/6 windows on the upper floor 
and a pair of segmentally arched 4/4 windows in the upper gable. 
The brickwork is laid in five-course bond above a fieldstone 
foundation. The 6/6 window openings have dressed stone sills 
and lintels and dressed stone steps lead up to the ground 
floor entrance. 

Because of the steep slope of the hillside, access is 
possible to the upper story using a door with stone steps on 
the south facade. This door is flanked by 6/6 windows on each 
side. A single 6/6 window is located at the west end of the 
lower, ground level story. The brickwork is laid in five-course 
bond with a corbeled two-course brick cornice; the openings 
have dressed stone lintels. 

On the east gable wall, there are two casement windows 
lacking sash on the principal floor and a pair of segmentally 
arched 4/4 windows in the upper gable. The brickwork is laid 
in five-course bond; the openings have dressed stone lintels 
and wood sills. A flush brick chimney is centered on this gable 
wall. 

The only openings on the north facade are a single 6/6 
window at the west end of the ground floor and two 6/6 windows 
on the principal story. The brickwork, cornice and stone 
trim match the south facade. 

The interior of the ground floor consists of a small 
vestibule-like room at the west end and a single large room to 
the east, now used for storage of lumber. Closely set hewn 
ceiling joists survive at the west end of the building but the 
joists and flooring have been replaced to the east, and an 
early stair on the south wall has been removed. Cove/astragal 
window trim matches trim found in the north wing of the main 
house and in the meat house. 

The principal floor is partitioned to form a small square 
room to the northwest and a large L-shaped room to the south 
and east. These two rooms were recently used as a poultry 
house, but the heavy floor framing suggests it was originally 
used for a work room and/or storage space. 

A steep ladder/stair in the southeast corner leads up to 
a floored but unfinished loft. The roof framing is typical 
of the latter half of the 19th century and may date to the 
reconstruction of the principal floor. 

The original use of this building is not clear. The large 
rooms and heavy floor framing suggest a work building. It may 



7.9 Description (Cont'd.) 

be the carpenter shop mentioned in an 1882 news article, but 
the lack of large door openings on the principal floor makes 
this questionable. Perhaps the two floors were used for differ
ent purposes. 

Brick Dairy/Workshop 

To the southwest of the front facade of the main house 
is a one-story brick building that measures 16 by 22 feet. 
It is oriented on an east-west axis with a pitched gable roof, 
and is set into a moderate slope down to the west. 

On the south facade, a door in the east bay has been 
blocked and replaced with a 6/3 window. A second 6/3 window 
is located to the west, in an original opening. The brickwork 
is laid in four- to five-course bond on a fieldstone foundation. 
The window sash is set in beaded frames below wood lintels. 
The plain box cornice appears to be rebuilt; the roof is now 
covered with roll tarpaper. 

The west gable wall faces down the hillside. There is 
an original small opening in the stone foundation at grade 
level and a cut-in 6/6 window in the center of the wall directly 
above. The brickwork is four-course bond; a single header 
brick has been omitted in the upper gable to provide ventilation 
to the loft. The gable eaves oversail and are boxed in. 

A door has been cut in at the east end of the north facade. 
The brickwork and boxed cornice match the south facade. 

On the east gable wall, there is a 6/6 window in the center 
of the first story and a small door in the upper gable that 
provides the only access to the loft. The 6/6 window is set 
in a beaded frame surmounted by a dressed stone lintel. The 
brickwork matches the south facade and shows evidence of a 
painted and penciled finish where protected by the eaves. 

The interior consists of a single room with a plank floor, 
plastered walls and an exposed joist ceiling. There is evi
dently no interior access to the loft. 

Barn 

To the southwest of the house is a large barn used for 
cattle, hay storage and equipment storage. The core of the 
building is an early double pen log bank barn with a full 
stone cellar. This building was not recorded in detail but 
is clearly one of the largest and most completely preserved 
early barns in this area. Significant features include the 
evidence of the original ground floor stall plan, carefully 
crafted ladders to the loft areas, and a harness room still 
fully equipped with horse collars, harnesses and similar 
equipment. 
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AL-V-A-014 
Graham Mansion 
Allegany Co. , MD 
Orlando Ridout 9/82 
front (south) Facade; Main House 





AL-V-A-014 
Graham Mansion 
Allegany Co., MD 
Orlando Ridout 9/82 
South facade (c. 1830 orig.) 





AL-V-A-014 
Graham Mansion 
Allegany Co., MD 
Orlando Ridout 9/82 
Brick Outbldg.> SW 





AL-V-A- 014 
Graham Mansion ; Outbuilding 
Frostburg, Vic . 
Orlando Ridout V <f/<!2. 
View from Southeast 





AL- V-A-014 
Graham Mansion 
Allegany Co. , MD 
Orlando Ridout 9/82 
Log & Stone Bank Barn; NE 


