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Winter's Stone House and Barn, or the Trimble House
Slabtown

The Trimble House and Barn are the resulting product of
three different owners. The barn was constructed by the earl-
iest owner, William Ridgely. The next owner was George Winter
who built the stone portion of the house in 1823, The third
and final owners were the Trimble family who added a frame
addition covered with weatherboard sometime in the latter half
of the 19th centurv. The resulting house is a five bay wide
rectangular structure. It is topped b a hipped roof with re-

placed slate shingles.




Survey No. A]1-y-A-031

R . i No.0102265304
Maryland Historical Trust Has

state Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ no

1. Name ¢(indicate preferred name)

historic Winter's Stone House

and/orcommon Everpreen, Trimble House & Barn

2. Location

street & number .4 of Trimble Road on Federal Hill, from Slabtown Intersdiot fpgpublication

city, town Slabtown X vicinity of congressional district Sixth
state  Marvland county Allegany
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
. district ——_ public X _ occupied ____agriculture — . museum
X_ building(s) X__ private ____ unoccupied ___commercial ___ park
— structure ___ both ____work in progress ___educational _X _ private residence
—_ site Public Acquisition Accessible —__ entertainment — religious
—__ object ____in process ___yes: restricted —__ government ____ scientific
— being considered ___ yes: unrestricted — industrial ____transportation
not applicable _X no ___ military ____other:

4. Owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Virginia Trimble & Marianna Keene

street & number P,0. Rt. #1 Box 12 Evergreens telephone no.: 264-4106

city, town Mount Savage state and zip code Maryland 21545

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.  Aj1jeoany County Courthouse liber #379
street & number 30 Washington Street folio #369
city, town Cumberland state Maryland 21502

6. Representation in Existing =istorical surveys

‘itle Maryland Historic Trust Inventory AL-22

date —_federal X__ state ____ county __ _local

depository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description survey No. fi] i (7 |

Condition Check one Check one

X __ excellent —_ deteriorated ____ unaltered X__ original site

——_good — ruins X _ altered —__moved date of move
—fair —__ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Trimble House is located to the east of Route 36 at the east end of Trimble
Road in the vicinity of Slabtown, north of Frostburg. The house and barn are sited
on the side ofasteep ridge and face south toward Frostburg. The house known as
Evergreen was constructed in two principal stages. The original section is of stone
construction, set perpendicular into the hillside. It is two stories high above a
full cellar, four bays wide and one room deep, with flush chimneys at each end of
the hip roof. This early stone building, believed to date to the 1820's, was
enlarged in the late 19th century, probably circa 1887. This addition is of frame
construction and extends to the northwest of the original house.

The principal facade of the early stone house faces southeast. There are
doors in the first and third bays from the left on the principal floor of this
facade, with 2/2 windows in the second and fourth bays. These doors open onto a
one-story porch with square posts and decorative brackets that stretches across
this facade. On the second story, there is a door in the third bay with two 2/2
windows to the left and one to the right. This door is partially blocked by the
roof of the present porch, and suggests that an earlier porch included a second
story. A small, pitched roof 2/2 dormer window is centered on the hip roof.

The facade wall is constructed of dressed stone with raised mortar joints; the
eaves oversail and are boxed in.

The southwest gable wall faces down the hillside, leaving the cellar wall
fully exposed although now enclosed by the foundation of a porch that extends
across the southwest side of the house. There is a door to the cellar in the left
or west bay and a 6/6 window in the right bay of the ground floor, a door opening
fitted with paired French doors in the left bay of the principal floor and a 2/2
window in the same position on the second story. The stonework, hip roof and boxed
eave on this facade match the front facade. The flush chimney is constructed of
brick above the roof.

The northwest wall of the original stone house has been incorporated into the
later frame addition. This wall is now pierced by one door on the cellar level,
two doors on the principal floor and one door on the second floor. The faint
outline of either a stair or the pitched roof of an earlier wing is visible in
the plastered finish that now covers the original exterior wall.

On the northeast gable wall of the stone house there are single 2/2 windows
in the right or west bay on both the first and second floor. The stonework, hip
roof, boxed eave and brick chimney shaft match the southwest gable wall.

The early stone house was enlarged by a frame addition in the late 19th century.
According to oral tradition, this addition was built by Winfield Scott Trimble
shortly after his marriage on February 2, 1887.



8. Significance survey No. fil V A=0C2

2riod Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
—_ prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion
—_1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic ____conservation ——_law ___ science
—_1500-1599 X__ agriculture —___economics — literature — sculpture
—1600-1699 X _architecture ____education —__ military ____social/
— 17001799 ___ art ____engineering — __ music humanitarian
X 1800-1899 ____ commerce ____exploration/settlement ___ philosophy ____theater
— 1900~ _____communications ____industry ____ politics/government ____ transportation
—__invention —— other (specify)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: __ A _ B _C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A B _C _D _E _F _ G
Level of Significance: _ national __ state __ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

The Trimble House, commonly known as Evergreen, is an excellent example of a
large stone house believed to date to the 1820's. The four bay fenestration, two
room plan and careful stone construction are associated with a strong building
tradition found in Pennsylvania and Western Maryland. Much of the early detail survives
inside, including three Federal period mantels and most of the early baseboard and
-chitrave trim. A curious feature is the lack of evidence of an interior stair in
.1te original section of the house.

The frame section was added circa 1887 and includes ahandsome Victorian stair, a
marbleized slate Eastlake mantel and a curious crenelated turret on the southwest facade.

Of equal significance to the house is an early frame bank barn on a full stone
foundation. The wall and roof framing are particularly interesting and numerous
significant features survive, including loose flooring for improved air circulation,
a nearly intact stall plan, and hewn log feed troughs.



9. Major Bibliographical References survey No. A7 -4 7/

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTM References 3o NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Orlando Ridout V, Historic Sites Survey Coordinator

organization Maryland Historical Trust date  (crober 28, 1982

street & numberShaw House, 21 State Circle telephone 269-2438

city or town Annapolis, state  Maryland 21401

Field Notebook MD-6; Recorded September 28, 1982.

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746



7.1 Description (Con't)

The addition served to reorient the enlarged house so that the
southwest facade became the principal facade and the original two room
plan house became part of a larger center passage plan dwelling. The
southwest wall was enlarged from two bays to five bays, with a central
entrance in the center bay. This entrance is fitted with double doors
with a transom above, There is a French door immediately to the left
of the double doors and a projecting bay window to the far left. The
three principal facets of the bay window are pierced by 1/1 windows.

A French door in the center bay of the second story opens onto the roof

of the one story porch; there are two 2/2 windows to the left of the

door., The most striking feature of this facade is a crenelated turret
that is centered on the enlarged facade and projects up above the eave
line. Three 1/1 windows are centered inthe south-facing facets of the
tower, and the tower and roof are covered with patterned metal sheathing.
The first and second story of this facade are sheathed with German siding;
the foundation is stone.

A small two story frame addition with a shed roof is centered on
the northwest facade, flanked by a single 2/2 window on each floor on
each side of the addition. There are no openings on the northwest wall
of the addition. Single 6/6 windows on each floor on the southwest wall
of the addition appear to replace earlier, larger openings evident from
seams in the German siding. On the northeast wall of the addition, there
is a door to the extreme left and a 6/6 window to the right on the first
floor and a single 6/6 window centered on the second floor. A 2/2 pitched
roof dormer window is centered on the northwest pitch of the roof of the
main house, looking out over the shed roof addition.

The northeast wall of the enlarged house is five bays wide, with the
stone section forming the two east bays. There is a rear door in the
center bay of the enlarged facade, with a second door immediately to
the right and one 2/2 window to the far right. Three 6/6 windows are
ranged across the second story and a pitched roof 1/1 dormer window is
centered on the facade. A one story hip roof porch with square, bracketed
posts protects both first story doors.

The principal floor of the early stone house was originally divided
into two nearly equal rooms, each heated by a gable fireplace. The partition
wall between these two rooms was later opened up to form a double parlor.
The mantels on these two fireplaces match. They are board surrounds with
flat pilasters and plain frieze below molded shelves with cove/astragal and
cavetto moldings. Rabbeted baseboard trim and beaded and rabbeted architrave
trim survives throughout both rooms. When the parlors were joined the large
opening between the two rooms was trimmed with reused and new, matching
architrave trim. The Victorian interior doors and the floor were painted
and grained in the 1920's by Virginia Trimble. One early paneled door with
flattened Greek ogee panel molds survives on the southeast facade. One
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7.2 Description (Con't)

curious feature of the original house is the absence of evidence of an interior
stair from the first to the second story.

When the frame section was added circa 1887, the original two rooms became
the east portion of a full Georgian plan. The center stair passage extends the
full depth of the house, with the two original rooms to the right and two
additional rooms to the left, The stair rises against the west wall of the
passage. It is an open-string stair with a large, turned walnut newel, turned
balusters and a heavy rail. The most significant feature of the added section
is a marbleized slate mantel with Eastlake details and a cast iron insert in the
front or west room on the first floor.

On the second floor, the original stone section is bisected by a narrow
center passage with one room on either side. An enclosed stair rises to the
floored but unfinished attic. The later frame section includes a hall and four
chambers.

The roof is rebuilt using earlier rafters turned upside down. Machine
nails were used throughout the building, and the visible lathing on the second
floor of the stone section is machine sawn.

The cellar under the stone section consists of a single room with an
exposed joist ceiling. The joists are set parallel to the gable walls, and
a larger joist marks the location of the first floor partition. There is
a large, working fireplace on the southwest gable wall with an unusual mantel.
This mantel has three fully raised Federal panels across the frieze below a
molded Federal shelf. The chimney base for the northwest chimney projects
about 12 inches into thecellar. An original bulkhead entrance at the south
end of the southeast facade has been blocked up.

Barn: To the south east of the house is an early frame bank barn with a full
stone cellar., This is an extremely fine and carefully preserved barn with
numerous interesting features. These include the framing system, the purlin
roof, loose laid floors for increased air circulation, the original stall plan
surviving on the ground floor, and the hewn log feed troughs. This barn is
worthy of detailed recording.
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Trimble House or Evergreens
Ind of Trimble Road - from Intersection in Slabtown

HISTORICAL CHAIN OF TITLE

Allegany County = Deed = Liber 31, Folio 247

grantee: Joseph A, Trimble and Trimble descendents until present time
grantor: George and Sarah Vinter

f\})ril ¥ 1870

Allegany County - Deed - liber L, Folio 353
grantee: George Winter

grantor: William Ridgely

April 6, 1822

Ridgely original owner
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Key pbints regarding interior architecture,

1. Floor plan
""No through hall--How many rooms lcng and deep?
Where is stairway? Straight or winding?

- With through hall--Rooms on both sides? How many?
Rooms on one side only? How many?
Is stair in through hall?

Open or enclosed? Straight--one run. Straight--landing

' How many? Curved.
If not in hall, where is stair?

2. Wall finish: plaster, paneled, board partition
Note presence of chair rail, cornice, etc.

3. Fireplaces: -How many? Parallel to walls or diagonal in
corner? . .
Mantels: wood--mouldings, pilasters, columns

masonry--marble(what color? )}, brick

3. Doors: on the inside of exterior doors, note the presence of
applied flush boards and their direction (diagonal, vertical,
horizontal). In general are doors paneled or ledge or other?

L, Door and window trim: plain, architrave; fluted, reeded;
‘ pilasters

5. Kitchen: Where 1is original if extant or known (marked by very
large fireplace)? Separate building; wing to principal
dwelling; within principal dwelling? On which filoor of any
of the above?
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