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THE OLD EBENEZER 

AL-V-A-038 
~ mile north of Route 40, Eckhart 
1842 

The Old Ebenezer Church was the first 

Methodist Episcopal Church in Eckhart. The 

building was approximately 30 x 40 feet and 

was constructed of logs. It is one and a 

half stories high and three bays wide. Win-

dows in the original church building were 

double hung wooden sash frames with three 

over one lights and cornices. The church 

was in use until 1866 when increased popula-

tion due to the expanding coal industries, 

forces the congregation to build a second 

church. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

"Old Ebenezer" is located ~ mile north of Route 41 off the Park­
ersburg Road in Eckhart, Maryland. 

The building was constructed in 1842 as a Methodist Church, and 
displays the typical rectangular block 30 feet by 40 feet. It is one 
and a half stories tall and three bavs wide. Walls are of frame construc­
tion with the use of weatherboarding, and are now covered with varying 
patterns of insul brick. The north, east and west sides of the structure 
are now abutted by a single story, continuously enclosed hipped roof 
porch. Windows in the porch area are all single wooden sash frames, 
including some with one, six and 13 lights. Windows on the original 
church block are double hung wooden sash frames with three over one 
lights and cornices. The original main entrance has been replaced, but 
the primary entrance is still on the north side. The gabled roof with 
replaced asphalt materials features a soffit. There is one gabled dor­
mer on the west side of the roof. Just to the north of the dormer lies 
a corbeled brick chimney that was added much later than 1842. "Old 
Ebenezer" is built on a hill that slopes from east to west and lies 
on a high stone foundation on that west side. 

The house is structurally sound and has been altered consider­
ably. It is presently in fair condition. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

"The Old Ebenezer Church" was the first Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Eckhart. Prior to the construction of the church, the 
Methodist congregation in Eckhart had worshipped in the mill 
building. As the congregation grew the mill became too small 
and in 1842 the congregation secured a second lot on which to build a 
new church. The building, known as the Old Ebenezer, was approxi­
mately 30 x 40 feet and was constructed of logs. It was in use 
until 1866 when an increased population due to the expanding coal 
industries forced the congregation ,to build a second church. Even­
tually the Old Ebenezer was purchased by the Board of School Com­
missioners and used as a school. 

At present the building is no longer in use and as a result 
is beginning to deteriorate· 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNlY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 
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ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 
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507 National Highway 
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Laval~, 

DATE 

10/13/76 
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777-8991 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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