
CRYING SHUTTERS 

AL-V-A-039 
Route 36, Wright's Crossing 
ca. 1890 

The Grying Shutters Frame House was 

built circa 1890 by Anton Strutz. The 

house meets the standards of a typical 

rural residence found in Allegany County 

being a ''L" shaped, two story, frame 

structure. However, features that are 

atypical of the common style of frame 

houses in the county include a three 

sectional entrance bay, the louvered shut-

ters and the chamfered columns with scrolled 

brackets supporting the porch roof. The 

structure continues to be used as a resi-

dence and remains virtually the same as 

it appeared eighty five years ago. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

"Crying Shutters" is located on the east side of Route 36 
in Frostburg, Allegany County. 

"Crying Shutters" is a two story, five bay wide, rectangular 
structure that has been covered with weatherboard. Two frame addi
tions are located on the west side of the building. The e~tire struc
ture rests on a low foundation that is part cement block and part 
stone. The roof is gabled and is covered with tin with a boxed cor
nice and returns. Windows in the house are a combination of two over 
two and four over four lights with cornices and louvered shutters. 
The main entrance is located in a three sided entrance hall and in
cludes a carved door with a window. This entrance is covered by a 
five bay hipped roof porch that is supported by scrolled brackets 
and chamfered columns. A second side entrance is also covered by a 
one bay entrance porch. Three original corbeled brick chimneys are 
located in the interior of the building. 

"Crying Shutters" is in fair condition and retains much of 
its original fabric and appearance. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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SPECIFIC DATES ca. 1890 BU I LDER/ ARCHITECT Anton Strutz 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Crying Shutters frame house was built circa 1890 by Anton 
Strutz as a rather fashionable residence for his family. The struc
ture is typical of the basic style of frame house found in Allegany 
County and more specifically the style of residence found in this 
portion of Route 36. The house was built at about the same time as 
several other residences immediately surrounding the structure, how
ever; this house remains virtually the same as it was eighty five 
years ago. Features that are atyPical of the common style of frame 
house in the County include the three sectional entrance orial, the 
louvered shutters and the chamfered columns with scrolled brackets 
supporting the porch roof. 

The house is presently being used as a residence and because 
of the house retaining much of its original appearance, it is a cul
tural and architectural document of a way of life once found in Alle
gany County. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET I~ NECESS~Y 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY • 503 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson, Joan Baldwin & Steve Beale 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

507 National Highway 
CITY OR TOWN 

Layale. 

DATE 

12/7 /76 
TELEPHONE 

777-8991 
STATE 

Mar,· land 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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