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SHAFT MINE ELEVATOR TERMINAL 
End of Brick Row, Shaft, Md. 
ca. 1850 

The Shaft Mine Elevator Terminal is 

located directly over the only s~aft mine 

in the George's Creek area. The terminal 

was built by the Borden Mining Company, 

which was incorporated in 1846, during the 

first half of the 19th century. The termi-

nal was built of brick and is constructed 

much like the other mining buildings located 

nearby including the pumping station and 

"Brick Row." 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Borden Mining Company, which was incorporated in 1846, owned 
and operated the only shaft mine in the George's Creek area. 1 

The Company's Shaft elevator terminal housed the elevator itself, as 
well as loading and weighing areas for coal and a small train station. 
At the Borden Mine, men were carried deep underground by the elevator 
operating in the shaft terminal. This was very different from the 
"drift" or "slope" mines which were located on the hillsides and w~ere 
it was possible for a miner to simply walk into the mine. 

The elevator terminal was built of brick and was probably constructed 
during the first half of the 19th century. As such, it matches the other 
buildings constructed by the Borden Mining Company including the pumping 
station and "Brick Row". 

1 Harvey, Katherine A. The Best Dressed Miners (Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell 
University Press, 1969) p. 9 
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Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 
Harvey, Katherine A. The Best Dressed Miners (Ithaca, N.Y; Cornell 

University Press, 1969) 
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mFORM PREPARED BY 
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John Nelson, Joan Baldwin & Steve Beale 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 12 /10/76 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

507 National Highway 777-8991 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

LaVale. Marylapd 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Shaft Mine Elevator Terminal is located at the end of Brick 
Row in Shaft, Allegany County, directly over the Borden Shaft Mine. 

The terminal basically consists of a one story, three bay wide, 
rectangular shaped structure. A two story metal covered frame wing 
with shed roof abuts the main block on the ~ear western side. The 
building is of American Common Bond brick construction and is sup­
ported by a brick foundation with n.-:> water table. Wall features in­
clude pilastered supports with corbeled and recessed panels between 
the pilasters. The roof of the main facade is gabled and is covered 
with replaced tin materials. The roof is supported by a corbeled 
brick frieze and rafter ends, and a shed roof dormer is placed on 
the front eastern side. Windows in the structure include large sin­
gle sash frames with twenty lights and brick cornices, while the 
windows in the dormer and northern portion of the building are smal­
ler and broken out. Entrances to the building are not exposed as 
the rear wall of the building is in ruins. 

The structure is in ruins and is no longer used as the original 
shaft mine has been capped and covered. 
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