
BORDEN :BRICK SALTBOX HOUSE 

AL-V-A-043 
Brick Row, Shaft, Maryland 
ca. 1850 

The Borden Brick Saltbox is typical 

of the type of home constru~ted by a coal 

company in the second half of the 19th cen-

tury. The house is located on what is known 

as Brick Row in the town of Shaft. A number 

of companies built "rows" or company blocks 

in order to house a large number of miners 

and their families at little expense. The 

Brick Saltbox is a two family dwelling pro-

viding three or four rooms and a shed kitche~ 

for each occupant. 
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DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC XoccuP1ED 

x_BUILDING(SI X.PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 
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DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Nellie Shaffer 
STREET & NUMBER 

Route 1, Box 156 
CITY, TOWN 

Shaft ]L VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Allegany County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

30 Washington Street 
CITY, TOWN 
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CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
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PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PA;lK 

_EDUCATIONAL XPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANS<>QR;A"'.'trN 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

689-3890 

STATE, Zl.p code 
Maryland 

Liber #: 407 
Folio #: 367 

STATE 

Maryland 
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B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

XFAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

XALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

.XoRIGINAL SITE 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Borden Brick Saltbox House is located on Brick Row in 
Shaft, Allegany County. 

The Borden House is a one and a half story, four bay wide, 
saltbox constructed of brick laid in American Common Bond. Sev
eral frame additions have been made to the house and at present, 
the original facade is hardly visable. The main block rests on 
a low stone foundation. Windows in the building, the majority 
of which have been replaced, are one over one lights with the 
exception of two narrow windows found in the gable ends. These 
windows are single sash with six lights in all. The original 
entrances are no longer visable in that the hipped roof porch on 
the main facade has been closed in. Both entrances have been 
replaced with modern doors. The roof is gabled with visable raf
ter ends and covered with asphalt roofing material. A single 
replaced cement block chimney is located at the outside gable 
end of the house. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
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_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 
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_SCIENCE 
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_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES ca. 1-8511 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Borden Mining Company was incorporated in 1846 1 and operated 
the only shaft mine in the George's Creek area.2 Like other mining towns 
in the George's Creek area, the town of Borden Shaft was primarily a com
pany town. That is, the majority of buildings (homes, etc.) were con
structed by the company, although miners did have the opportunity to build 
their owo homes if they desired. 

The Borden Brick Saltbox is typical of the type of home constructed 
by a coal company in the second half of the 19th century. The house is 
located on what is known as Brick Row. A number of companies built "rows" 
or company blocks in order to house a large number of miners and families 
at very little expense. The brick Saltbox is a two family dwelling providing 
three or four rooms and a shed kitchen for each occunant. Rent for such 
a building cost a miner anywhere from $3.00 to $5.00.which amounted to ap
proximately 12% of a miner 1 s income in the year 1880. 

1 Katherine A. Harvey, The Best Dressed Miners, (Ithaca, N.Y., 1969) p.11 
2 ibid p.221 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



/~ -V -ft-- Ct-13 

Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 
Harvey, Katherine A., The Best Dressed Miners, Ithaca, N.Y. 

Cornell University Press, 1969 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

IIiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY .41 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson, Joan Baldwin & Steve Beale 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

507 National Highway 
CITY OR TOWN 

LaVale, 

DATE 

12 /8/76 
TELEPHONE 

777-8991 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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