
CROW FAR.."1 ROUSE 

AL-V-A-047 
.5 mile east of Route 36, Shaft 
ca. 1820 

The Crow Farm House consists of a 

two story, three bay wide, rectangular 

shaped frame structure. A log structure 

which was the original portion of the 

house consisted of a two story, three 

bay wide facade, but has been demolished 

by the present owner. The original farm 

house was tYPical of the early farm set-

tlements found in Allegany County and was 

probably erected circa 1820. The farm 

was constructed of logs; logs being the 

primary construction material during the 

early settlement period of the county. 

The farm also includes a large log barn 

near the house with logs of up to forty 

five feet long. The construction features 

"V" notching with mortice and tennon pins. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The :::row Farm House faces east and is located one half mile 
east of the Old Route 36 in Shaft, Maryland. 

A rectangular shaped, two story, three bay wide frame struc
ture describes the Crow Farm House. It was built upon a low stone 
foundation, and has walls built of old, rough-cut clapboards. Red 
insul brick now covers three sides of the dwelling. Windows include 
double hung wooden sash frames with both two over tWD and six over 
six lights. Two entrances are found on the east facade, one original 
and one replaced and have doors with verticle panels. Rafter ends 
are found under the eaves of the gabled roof; replaced asphalt materi
als now cover the roof. A three bay wide shed-roofed front end porch 
now abuts the structure, and rests on a wide concrete foundation. The 
north end of the house was formerly abutted by a four room, two story 
log cabin, but has since been torn down. One original corbeled brick 
chimney lies to the interior of the structure. 

A rectangular log barn built upon a high stone foundation now 
stands enlarged on the property as a 60' x 52' frame structure covered 
with verticle boards. Logs as long as 45 feet comprise the original 
barn to the interior of the present structure. Very tightly fitting 
"V" notching binds the corner joints of the large, hand-hewn logs. 
Windows with six over six lights are found in the upper half of the 
high stone foundation. Tin presently covers the gabled roof. 

The general appearance of the Crow Farm House has been altered 
somewhat with the addition of red insul brick, and it stands in fair 
condition. The barn is in near deteriorated condition, but has a very 
sound frame of sturdy logs. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Crow farm house is a typical example of one of the early farm 
settlements found in Allegany County, and was probably constructed circa 
1820. The house was constructed in two sections, the original being log 
with a later frame addition on the north side. The original log portion 
was demolished by the presen~ owner; however, the frame portion is still 
standing and serves as a residence for the Davis family. 

The farm site has always served
1
as a subsistance type of farm since 

its construction by the Crow family. Of particular interest is the large 
log barn which stands several hundred feet north of the dwelling house. 
The barn is constructed of logs up to forty five feet long and are jointed 
with "v" notching and mortice and tennon pins. 

The farm site itself is very similar in size and construction to the 
Jenkins log farm, AL-VI-B-030 which is located approximately one mile 
south of the Crow farm and both feature large log barns. The farm con
tinues to perform agricultural activities on a small scale, with grazing 
being the mainstay. 

1 Interview with William Davis, Sr., November 30, 1976 
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D,MAJOit BHJLIQGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 210. 41 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY.BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson, Joan Baldwin & Steve Beale 
ORGANIZATION · DATF!. · · 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 12/7 /76 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

507 National Highway 777-8991 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

La Vale, Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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