
CLARK FRAME HO USE 

AL-V-A-052 
George Street, Shaft 
ca. 1850 

The Clark Frame Souse is a two 

story, four bay wide, frame structure 

that has been covered with asbestos shin-

gles. The house is one of a number of 

"company" houses built by the Borden 

Mining Company in the mid 19th century. 

Similar to other towns and villages in 

the George's Creek area, the town of 

Borden Shaft was a company town. How-

ever, unlike the other villages, the 

actual mine which supported growth was 

the only "shaft" mine in the George's 

Creek Valley. The Borden Mining Com-

pany was incorporated in 1846 and soon 

after this date began construction of 

houses to serve as dwellings for the 

miners. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Clark Frame House is located on George Street in Shaft, 
Allegany County. 

The Clark House is a two story, four bay wide frame struc
ture that has been covered with asbestos shingles. A large 
gable roofed addition abuts the main block on the west side. 
The building rests on a low stone foundation and has a be-
veled cement water table. The roof is gabled and covered with 
replaced asphalt shingles. Windows in the structure are double 
hung wooden sash frames with two over two lights. Two entrances 
are located on the main facade and both the doors and the hard
ware have been replaced. A shed roofed one bay aluminum end porch 
covers each door while a second partially enclosed porch is lo
cated on the south side of the house. A single brick chimney 
is located in the interior of the house. 

At the rear of the building is a small board and batten out
house with a lattice work screen in front of the door. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Borden Mining Company was incorporated in 18461 and operated 
the only shaft mine in the George's Creek area.2 Like the other mining 
towns in the George's Creek area, the town of Borden Shaft was primarily 
a company town. That is, the majority of buildings (homes, etc.) were 
constructed by the company although miners did have the opportunity to 
build their own homes if they desired. 

Although the Clark Frame House has been altered somewhat, it is 
nevertheless typical of the type of home constructed by a coal company 
in the second half of the 19th century. It is an example of what was 
known as a ''block" or a two family dwelling. ''Blocks" were usually of 
frame construction and two stories high. The houses had three to four 
rooms and a shed kitchen for each family. Often a small garden was lo
cated along each side of the hous§. The cost of a typical block in the 
1850's was about $400.00 a piece. They werr rented to a miner for ap
proximately $3.50 per month or 12% of a miner's annual income in 1880.

4 

1 Katherine A. Harvey, The Best Dressed Miners, (Ithaca, New York;l969) 
p.11 

2 Ibid P. 221 
3 Ibid P. 83 
4 Ibid P. 
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Allegany County Land Records, Cumberland, Maryland 

Harvey, Katherine A. The Best Dressed Miners, (Ithaca, New York) 
Cornell University Press, 1969 
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II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY .56 acre 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson, Joan Baldwin .Sc Steve Beale 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 12 /10/76 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

507 National Highway 777-8991 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

I aVal ft Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS- 1108 
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