Amos Stonehouse
AL-V-A-117

The Amos Stonehouse is located on Foundry Row, Mount
Savage. The property on which this stone house is located
was bought by William Amos in 1845. He probably built his
house around the middle of the 19th century. An equity case
in 1867 states that the property was"... improved by a two
story stone house containing five or six rooms." This
building originally consisted of a rectangular, two story,
three bays wide structure. Wall construction is of random
sandstone rubble with rough quoins laid at the corners.
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Amos Stone House is located on Foundry Row in Mount
Savage.

The building originally consisted of a rectangular,
two story, three bays wide structure. A two story rec-
tangular addition on the southeast makes an "L" shaped
building. Walls of both the original and addition are
of random sand-stone rubble with rough quoins on the
corners. The building rests on a Tow stone foundation
with a wide plain water table. The gable flank roof
is covered with asphalt shingles. Eaves consist of
a cornice and sloped soffit. Two brick chimneys on
the original, located inside end, have been sheathed
in cement. One interior brick chimney on the addition
has a corbeled cap.

The main entrance in the center of the northwest
facade includes a replaced nine 1ight door. Windows
are pegged, wide, one over one 1ight sashes. Wooden
lintels are located above southeastern facade windows
of the original, and above doors and second story windows
of the addition. A hipped porch roof on the northwest
supported by stone posts has been added. A shed roofed
brick addition abuts the stone addition on the southeast.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Amos Stonehouse is located on Foundry Row
in Mount Savage. Mount Savage was settled either
during or shortly after the Revoluntionary War by the
Archibald Arnold Family. (1) The area grew slowly
until 1839 when the Mount Savage Iron Company was
founded. (2) This business, along with the three
subsidary businesses that grew around it (railroading,
coal mining and brick manufacturing), drew a large
amount of people to Mount Savage to work and live. (3)

The property on which this stone house is located
was bought by William Amos in 1845. (4) He probably
built his house around the middle of the nineteenth
century. An equity case in 1867 stated that the property
was "... improved by a two story stonehouse containing
five or six rooms." (5) Unlike the other George's
Creek communities where stone was rarely used as
building material, sandstone was often used in Mount
Savage. By 1855 Mount Savage had several hundred
houses for the operatives (of the ironworks), built
principally of stone..."(6)

This building originally consisted of a rec-
tangular, two story, three bays wide structure. Wall
construction is of random sandstone rubble with rough
quoins laid at the corners. An addition with the same
wall treatment was added onto the southeast of the
original. Some windows and doors of both portions of
the building have wooden lentels.

(1) Charles Carney, The Hi§tory of Mount Savage (The Cooperative

Extension Service, University of Maryland, 1967) p.1
(2) 1Ibid, p.2
(3) Tbid, pp2, 3, and 4
(4) ATTegany County Deed, Liber EE, Folio 669
(5) Allegany County Equity Case #1580

(cont.)
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Allegany County Historic Sites March 6, 1980
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Cumberland Maryland 21502

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-

ment of individual property rights.
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Footnotes:

(6) Katherine A. Harvey, Best Dressed Miners: Life and Labor in the
Maryland Coal Region, 1835-1910 (Ithaca: Cornell University Press) p. 83
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