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Stephens' Stonehouse
Mount Savage

Private

1852-1857

The Stephens' Stonehouse is located on Upper Bank Street
in Mount Savage. Moses Stephens built this house sometime
between 1852 and 1857. 1In a deed dated 1857, which transfers
the property to James B. Thomas, it is stated that on the
property "there is one stone dwelling house.” Unlike the
other George's Creek communities where stone was rarely used
as building material, sandstone was often used in Mount Savage
for homes. The building originally consisted of a rectangular
one and one-half story, three bays wide structure. An addition
on the southeast made it an "L" shaped building.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This stone house is located on Upper Bank Street in Mount Savage.

The building originally consisted of a rectangular one and one-~
half story, three bay wide structure. A gable roofed stone addition
on the southeast makes the building an "L" shaped structure. Wall
construction is of sandstone rubble with rough quoins on the corners.
The walls are 27 inches thick. The gable roof is covered with tar
paper. The original building had two interior end brick chimneys.
One has been removed. An inside end chimney is on the addition.

The main entrance is located in the center of the northwestern
facade. Windows of the first floor are pegged six over six light
sashes., Half-story windows are two over two light sashes and six
light casements. A hip roofed porch is in the corner of the '"L"
shaped building. A porch on the northwest has been removed.

The main section is divided into two rooms. A boxed stair runs

along the rear wall. The owner reports that no original interior
woodwork remains. (Interior inspection was not permitted 10/82).

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



B} SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
_PREHISTORIC  __ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC
—1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC
—_1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE
__1600-1699 A ARCHITECTURE
—1700-1799 __ART
X 18001899 __COMMERCE
__1900- — COMMUNICATIONS

A'/-— -/ F 11y

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—_.COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

__CONSERVATION —_LAW

__ECONOMICS __LITERATURE
__EDUCATION —MILITARY
_ENGINEERING —MUSIC
__EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY
AiNDUSTRY —-POLITICS/GOVERNMENT
_INVENTION

—RELIGION

__SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE
—SOCIAL’'HUMANITARIAN
. THEATER
—TRANSPORTATION

- OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES 1852-1857

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

Moses Stephens

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Stephens' Stone house is located on Upper Bank Street in

Mount Savage.

the Archibald Arnold Family.
In 1839 the Mount Savage Iron Company was founded.

Mount Savage was settled in the late 18th century by
The area grew slowlz until the late 1830's.
The following

years saw three subsidary businesses quickly developed in the area:
the railroad, coal mining, and the manufacturing of bricks.
four businesses caused a large amount of growth in Mount Savage in

the years after 1839.

These

Moses Stephens built this house sometime between 1852 and 1857.

In a deed dated 1857, which transfers the property to
it is stated that on the property 'there is one stone
Unlike the other George's Creek communities
rarely used as building material, sandstone was often
"By 1855 Mount Savage had several hundred houses 5

house."

Savage for homes.

James B. Thomas,
dwelling

where stone was
used in Mount

for the operatives (of the ironworks), built principally of stone..."

The building originally consisted of a rectangular one and one-half

story, three bays wide structure.
it an "L" shaped building.
with rough quoins on the corners.

foundation with round log sills.

An addition on the southeast made
Wall construction is of sandstone rubble
The building rests on a stone

1
Charles Carney, The History of Mount Savage, (The Cooperative
Extension Service, University of Maryland, 1967) p. 1.

2
Tbid, p. 2
3

Ibid, p. 2, 3, and 4.

4
Allegany County Deeds, Liber 16, Folio 167.

Katherine A. Harvey, Best Dressed Miners: Life and Labor in the

Maryland Coal Region, 1835-1910 (Ithaca:

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

Cornell University Press). p. 83.
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2Znnotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 1381 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and reccrd purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
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——FAIR

__UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This stone house is located on Upper Bank Street

in Mount Savage.

The building originally consisted of a rectangular

one and one-half story, three bays wide structure. A
gable roofed stone addition on the southeast makes the
building an "L" shaped structure. Wall construction

is of sandstone rubble with rough quains on the corners,
the walls are 27 inches thick. The building rests on a
stone foundation with round log sills and no apparent
water table. The gable flank roof is covered with tar
paper. The original building had two flush end brick
chimneys, one has been removed. An inside end chimney
is on the addition.

The main entrance, in the center of the northwestern

facade, has been replaced. Windows of the first floor are
pegged six over six light sashes. One and one-half

story windows are two over two 1ight sashes and six

light casements. A hip roofed porch is in the corner

of the "L" shaped building. A porch on the northwest

has been removed.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Stephens' Stonehouse is located on Upper Bank
Street in Mount Savage. Mount Savage was settled in the
late 18th century by the Archibald Arnold Family. (1)
The area grew slowly until the late 1830's. In 1839
the Mount Savage Iron Company was founded. (2) The following
years saw three subsidary businesses quickly developed in
the area: the railroad, coal mining, and the manufacturing
of bricks. (3) These four businesses caused a large amount
of growth in Mount Savage in the years after 1839.

Moses Stephens built this house sometime between
1852 and 1857. In a deed dated 1857, which transfers the
property to James B. Thomas, it is stated that on the
property "there is one stone dwelling house. "(4)
Unlike the other George's Creek communities where stone
was rarely used as building material, sandstone was often
used in Mount Savage for homes. "By 1855 Mount Savage
had several hundred houses for the operatives (of the
ironworks), built principally of stone..."(5)

The building originally consisted of a rectangular
one and one-half story, three bays wide structure. An
addition on the southeast made it an "L" shaped building.
Wall construction is of sandstone rubble with roughquoins
on the corners. The building rests on a stone foundation
with round log sills.

(1) Charles Carney, The History of Mount Savage, (The Cooperative Extension
Service, University of Maryland, 1967)p. |

(2) 1Ibid, p.2

és) Ibid, pp2,3 and 4

4) ATlegany County Deeds, Liber 16, Folio 167

(5) Katherine A. Harvey, Best Dressed Miners: Life and Labor in the Maryland

Coal Region, 1835-1910 (Ithaca: Cornell University Press). p.83
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Allegany County Deed: Liber 388, Folio 507

Grantee: Mary Elizabeth Kinch

Grantor: Charles E. Foy and Gertrude V. Foy

Allegany County Deed: Liber 205, Folio 438

Grantee: Charles E. Foy and Gertrude V. Foy

Grantor: Norman F. Myers, et ux

Allegany County Deed; Liber 192, Folio 8

Grantee: Norman F. Myers and Mae H. Myers

Grantor: Anna C. Goodrich et al

Notes: Left to Anna Goodrich by Helema Steele

Allegany County Deed: Liber 66, Folio 398

Grantee: Helena Steel

Grantor: Henry and Rachel Hergot

Allegany County Deed: Liber 52, Folio 483

Grantee: Henry Hergot

Grantor: James J. McKenry, trustee

Notes: Allegany County Equity Case #2587

Allegany County Deed: Liber 47, Folio 2

Grantee: Thomas Grimes

Grantor: William Findley and Margaret Findley

Notes: "Upon the above described 1ot or parcel of
ground there is a stone dwelling house with
improvements"

Allegany County Deed: Liber 32, Folio 132

Grantee: William Findley

Grantor: James B. Thomas and Margaret Thomas

Notes: "Upon the above described lot there is
one stone dwelling house and one log or
wooden dwelling house"

Allegany County Deed: Liber 16, Folio 167

Grantee: James B. Thomas

Grantor: Lewis and Hannah Pritchard

Notes: “"There is one stone dwelling house and one

1og or wooden dwelling house."

Date:

Date:

Date:

Date:

Date:

September 24, 1965

October 4, 1945

November 4, 1941

April 16, 1889

September 11, 1878

Consideration: $415.00

Date:

March 7, 1876

Consideration: $1,000.00

Date:

January 31, 1870

Consideration: $1,000.00

Date:

August 6, 1857

Consideration: $600.00
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Allegany County Deed: Liber 16, Folio 166

Grantee: Lewis Pritchard Date: August 6, 1857

Grantor: George Stephens, administrator for late Consideration: $1,000.00
Thomas Stephens 3/4 acre

Allegany County Deed: Liber 8, Folio 388

Grantee: Moses Stephens Date: January 5, 1852
Grantor: Thomas Stephens Consideration: $500.00
Notes: 3/4 acre

Allegany County Deed: Liber EE, Folio 777

Grantee: Thomas Stephens Date: April 25, 1845
Grantor: William and Nancy Ridgely Consideration: $130.00
Notes: 3/4 acre
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