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Blank Frame House 
Blank Road, Mount Savage 
1881 

Blank Framehouse was built by John Edward Blank in 1881. He was 
a fireclay miner for the Union Mining Company, in Mount Savage. "During 
the late nineteenth century" the Union Mining Company" was the largest 
manufacture of firebrick in the country." Blank purchased a three acre 
tract to farm, smaller holdings of this type are typical in the mining 
region where many miners became farmers. 
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_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL __lPRIVATE RESIDENCE 
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_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 
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_MILITARY 
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_TRANSPORTATION 
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264-4116 

STATE I Z1I?_ code 
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13 
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II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 
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CONDITION 
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_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 
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CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Blank Frame House is located on Blank Road north of Mt. Savage. 

The building consists of a rectangular two story three bays wide frame 
structure covered with asbestos shingles. It rests on a high foundation 
of random rubble stone with a plain water table. The foundation is of 
random ashlar stone on the southeastern side. The gable flank roof is 
covered with tar paper. Eaves consist of a boxed cornice, soffit, and 
returns. Wall reatures include cornerboards. Two original brick 
chimneys are located inside end, one with a corbeled cap. 

The main entrance is in the cneter of the southeastern facade. 
An elaborate door includes one pedimented light, foliated scrolled 
wooden decorations, and five recessed panels. Windows are pegged 
two over two lights with wooden slipsills. A shed roofed porch is 
on the northwest. 

A gabled frame addition on the northwest rests on a random rubble 
foundation. Windows are pegged six over six lights, One brick chimney 
is located inside end. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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_OTHER (SPECIFY! 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Blank Frame House was built by John Edward Blank in 1881. 
Blank was a fireclay miner for the Union Mining Company which was 
based in nearby Mount Savage.(1) Fireclay was mined from the mountains 
and firebricks were produced beginning in 1839. (2) 11 During the late 
19th century 11 the Union Mining Company" was the largest manufacturer 
of firebrick in the country. 11 

( 3) 

Blank, who was a member of a Pennsylvania farming family, 
built this frame house on Fireclay Mountain where he had purchased 
a three acre tract to farm. (4) Katherine Harvey, in her book The 
Best Dressed Miners, lists agricultural land as selling from fifty 
to seventy dollars an acre in 1887, a price which matches the 
purchase-price of Blank 1 s three acres .(5) Blank Frame House stands 
as a reminder of the way of life experienced in western Allegany 
County during the late 19th century. 

( 1) 
(2) 

( 3) 
(4) 

(5) 

Interview with Mrs. Carl Blank, May 24, 1979 
Harry Stegmaier, et al. Allegany County-A History (Parson, W. Va.: 
McClain Printing Co.), p. 135 and 137 
Ibid, p-210 
Interview with Mrs. Carl BlanK and Allegany County Land Records 
Liber 57, Folio 17 
Katherine Harvey,The Best Dressed Miners, pp.91-92 and Allegany 
County Land Records Liber 57, Folio 17. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Allegany County Land Records 
Katherine A. Harvey, Best Dressed Miners: Life and Labor in the Maryland 
Coal Region, 1835-1910 (Ithaca: Cornell University Press) 
Stegmaier, Harry et al Allegany County-A History (Parsons W Va. : McClain Printing 
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II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 3_44 Acres 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

David A. Dorsey, Historic Sites Coordinator 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Allegany County Historic Sites May 24, 1979 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

3 Pershing Street 777-5944 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Cumberland Maryland 21502 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1101 



Blank Frame House 
AL-V-A-119 

TITLE SEARCH 

Allegany County Deed; Liber 168, Folio 13 
Grantee: John Carl Blank and Annie May Blank 
Granter: Julia Burkett et al 
Notes: All are children of Perry Blank died 1931 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 155, Folio 702 
Grantee: Perry Blank and Elizabeth Blank 
Granter: Chalres Burkett, et ux 
Notes: Conveyed their interest to Perry Blank 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 86, Folio 336 
Grantee: Perry Blank 
Granter: John Edward Blank and Ceclia Blank (wife) 
Notes: Three acres 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 57, Folio 17 
Grantee: John Edward Blank 
Granter: Elias F. Bittner 
Notes: 3 acres tract. 

Date: June 11, 1932 

Date: March 19, 1927 

Date: April 4, 1899 
Consideration: $850.00 

Date: June 6, l 881 
Consideration: $195.00 
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