
AL-V-A-125 
Dutch Hollow School 
Blank Road, Mount Savage 
l 870' s 

Although the county's public school system was established in 1865, 
it was not until the 1870's that adequate schoolhouses were built. In the 
mining area many schools were built on land donated by the mining companies. 
The Dutch Hollow School was built during the l870's. The building has 
been partially remodeled but one remaining feature of interest is the large 
brick chimney of white glazed brick, a local product. Although the school 
was closed in the 1950's it serves as a reminder of the progress of education 
in Allegany County. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Dutch Hollow School is located northwest of Mount Savage at the 
intersection of Blank Road and Dutch Hollow Road. 

The building consists of a one story rectangular frame structure 
with gennan siding. It rests on a replaced low cinderblock foundation 
with a plain water table. Eaves consist of a fascia and frieze 
with brackets. The gable flank roof is covered with asphalt shingles. 
An original chimney of white glazed brick with a corbeled cap is 
located outside end. All windows and doors have been replaced. A 
central gabled portico is on the northeastern facade. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The public school system of Allegany County was establised in 1865. (1) 
A state report of that year described teachers as 11 ignorant 11 and schoolhouses 
as "very inferior." (2) Despite the county's high rate of illiteracy, Georges' 
Creek miners "registered a higher rate of literacy than laborers in town or 
upper George's Creek rgion, including Mount Savage, reported that in 1865 
there were fifteen schools houses and one thousand and three hundred students 
in the district. (4) More substantial schoolhouses were built with funds 
raised by students and citizens on lands donated by the coal companies. (5) 
"Once the building program really began, the mining areas were well looked 
after. 11 (6) 

One schoolhouse erected in the 1870 1 s during the schoolbuilding program 
was the Dutch Hollow School near Mount Savage. The land on which it stands was 
eventually acquired by adverse possession, the Board of Education had "continuous
ly openly, and notoriously used and occupied said property for the period of 
at least seventy years. 11 (7) One interesting feature of this long frame building 
is the large original chimney of white glazed brick, a local product. Although 
the school was closed in the early 1950's when a modern high school was built 
nearby. The Dutch Hollow School stands as a reminder of the importance of 
education in the lives of the miners of the Georges Creek area. 

(1) 

(2) 

~~~ 
(5) 
(6) 
(7) 

Katherine Harvey, Best Dressed Miners; Life and Labor in the Mar land Coal 
Region, 1835-1910. Ithaca: Corne l University Press. p. 109 
Harry Stegamier, et al. Allegany County-A History (Parsons, W Va.: McClain 
Printing Co.) p.155 
Ibid 
Harvey, pp. 109-110 
Stegmaier, p.263 
Harvey, p. 111 
Allegany County Land Records, Liber 256, Folio 149 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 
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lNVENTORY NO: ---------------------

STORIES: 1( ) 2( ) 3( ) 4( ) 5( ) 6( ) BAYS: 1( ) 2( ) 3( ) 4( ) 5( ) 6( ) 7( ) ( ) 

WINGS, ADDITIONS : 

DWELLING SHAPE : 

( 
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 

FRAME: 
BRICK: 
STONE : 
LOG 
OTHER: 

(square, er~ rectangu 

- _,./ :!!' /1-'f,-<p<ff • - J ,;g:_ >I 1 
Bevel, clapboard, weatherboard, wood shlngle;, ~oard & balten (type?) 
Bond type - common, English, Flemish . Sketch variants. 
Bond type - rubble, ashlar (random or regular), quoins-plain, rusticated 

Coverings 

WALL FEATURES: Belt Course, Pilasters, Others ~ 
FOUNDATIONS: High,~ Brtct<, Slone (n--....e';t.T J' f~ A.l(~.:ce...t r-faf ~f~~ c:J. 
WATER TABLE: None,e Beveled, Moulded Brick ~';f(J'k-( a/J .. ~""'"'cf~ ek~v 
~/INDO\·IS , TRIM, SHUTTERS: 1/1( ) 2/2(/~ 06( A 9/6(6) ~ fJhe.11) I/ r;) l 

pegged( )foa~l,~( 0, wide( ) a rotc1 ;;[~~( 4-?eJ.imtfut.v') 
ENTRANCE,DOORS: LOCATION: or.~ R ... .r1 I(. - Jt W ... tif_ l~ J-· u L., (-\. /Uq,:A_if 

HARDWARE : origina ( ) replaced( ) 
FAN LIGHT, TRANSOM, SIDE LIGHTS, PLAIN 
Paneled, Vertical, tiorizontal Boards ' 

~ n~ j a...<. ~ . [ fXP,.1-; r1' 

CORNICE, BARGE;, EAVES: (crol<'m, soffit, bed) .U (C ,--~~I 6_ (<., c~(dt '(}Zt.7t / 
original(()) replaced( ) raft , modillions, dentils, riez , architrave 

' 

PORCHES: 

CllIMNEYS : 

CQrUIENTS : 

tl~L: 

-SHAPE OF ROOF - shed( ) hip( ) gab~e(~ 
1)(~7' ~ t i~"v/d.d / I 

Number : / Brick(/}Jstone( ) . CorbeledW') or_}ginal(V) replaced( ) 
Location: Flush end( ) Inside end( ) Outside end~) Cenlral( ) Interior( ) 

Door & Windows : Keystone, Flat, Segmental, Semicircular 

~----~---------------------!., I Cr IF lCANCE: 
r '· 1 rr CONS rnur·""'r"""n.,...) .-. ------------

'. 
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