Borden Tunnel
A1-V-K-126

vicinity of Zihlman
1911

Borden Tunnel was built in 1911 by the George's Creek
and Cumberland Railroad Company for the Western Maryland
Railway Company. It is the second of four tunnels on the
Connellsville Extension of the Western Maryland's system and
the longest double track tunnel in Allegany County. Walls
of the tunnel are constructed of cement; it is approximately
1000 feet in length. At either end is a rectagular cement
portal with an arched opening and a corbeled edge. The tracks
through the tunnel have been removed.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Borden Tunnell is located on the Western Maryland Railway's
Connellsville Extension approximately one mile north of Zihlman.

The semicircular arched tunnel has interior walls and facings
on either end of concrete. It is one thousand feet in length and
wide enough to accommodate two tracks. The rectangular cement portals

have corbeled edges.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

The Borden Tunnel is located on the Connellsville Extension of
the Western Maryland Railway approximately one mile north of Zihlman.
The extension from Cumberland to Connellsville, Pennsylvania was
completed in 1912 at an "enormous" cost through rugged and mountain-
ous country. " (1)

The line...known as the Connellsville Extension was built
to serve a twofold purpose; to provide a western outlet
for the Western Maryland, and an eastern tidewater outlet
for the Pittsburg and Lake Erie(Railroad)... It affords
the Western Maryland the shortest line between Baltimore
and Pittsburg, and the lowest grade 1line across the
Allegheny Mountains.(2)

The 18 miles of double track from George's Creek Junction in
the Narrows near Cumberland, and the Maryland-Pennsylvania state
1ine was constructed by a "proprietary company" of the Western
Maryland, The George's Creek and Cumberland Railroad Company.(3)
Construction features of the extension in Maryland include two
tunnels and a steel bridge. (4) Borden Tunnel is the last tunnel
of the line in Maryland. It was constructed in 1911 and is approxi-
mately one thousand feet in length.(5)

The extension was used for local service as well as long
distance freight carriage. A"'daily except Sunday' Cumberland-
to-Connellsville train stopped at Mount Savage and Frostburg(6)
This service was discontinued during the 1930's, a victim of the
Depression. (7) "The Western Maryland Railway was absorbed by the
Chessie system in the mid-1970's," and the Connellsville Extension
was abandoned.(8)

(1) James W. Thomas and TJ.C. Williams, History of Allegany County
(Philadelphia: L.R. Titsworth and Company) p.273

(2) Edward M. Killough, ed. History of the Western Maryland Railway
Company (Baltimore: Voluntary Relief Department Press, 1938) p.44

(3) TIbid, pp44 &45

(4) Tbid, p.46

(5) See photographs

(Cont.)
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EDIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY .I 0] : 8 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY -
[81FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
David A. Dorsey, Historic Sites Coordinator
ORGANIZATION DATE
Alleqany County Historic Sites November 20, 1979
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
3 Pershing Street 777-5944
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Cumberland Marvland 21502

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Footnotes

(6) Harry I. Stegmaier, Jr. et al, Allegany County, A History (Parsons W. Va.
McClain Printing Company) p.335

(7) 1bid, p.357

(8) TIbid, P.420




INVENTORY NO: DATE : AL-V-£-124
7
a

REMODELING: Drastic, moderate, minor / -7

NAME GF PROPERTY: ol

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: “//T/ 1<}

DIRECTION DWELLING FACES:

NAME OF é‘mepRzz P I%:/ﬂ .mi\) ‘ f—-‘—&@——
PG VA | I

ADDRESS BE SEMeR 1RON 4

H52,/743 jol.3% N\J |
. By ~7 o »(‘( i € =4
STORIES: 1( ) 2( ) 3( ) 4C ) 5( ) 6( ) BAYS: 1( ) 20 ) 3C ) 4C ) 5C)eC ) 7() ()

WINGS, ADDITIONS:

DWELLING SHAPE: (square, cross, rectangular) // f%;)////
WALL CONSTRUCTION: ( éé ‘ﬂ Z; % %

( ) FRAME: Bevel, clapboard, weatherboard, wood shingles, board & batten (type?)
(- ) BRICK: Bond type - common, English, Flemish. Sketch variants.
( ) STONE: Bond type - rubble, ashlar (random or regular), quoins-plain, rusticated

E EQFSER: Coverings Cﬁg"f&;rjé47j,’f/{5' / (Z/7é%{é’/ (ﬁ@%//%(/

WALL FEATURES: Belt Course, Pilasters, Others
FOUNDATIONS: High, Low, Brick, Stone
WATER TABLE: None, Plain, Beveled, Moulded Brick

WINDOWS, TRIM, SHUTTERS: 1/1( ) 2/2( ) 6/6( ) 9/6( ) 9/9( ) other( )
pegged{ ) nailed( ) wide( ) narrow( ) mitred( ) pediment( )

ENTRANCE ,DOORS: LOCATION:
HARDWARE: original( ) replaced( )
FAN LIGHT, TRANSOM, SIDE LIGHTS, PLAIN
Paneled, Vertical, Horizontal Boards

CORNICE, BARGE, EAVES: (crown, fascia, soffit, bed)
original( ) replaced( ) rafter ends, modillions, dentils, frieze, architrave

ROOF: Gable front, Gable flank, Hip, Shed, Mansard, Gambrel, Flat, Dormers #

MATERIAL: wood shingles, slate, tin. asphalt; original( ) replaced( )
PORCHES: SHAPE OF ROOF - shed( ) hip( ) gable( )

CHIMNEYS: Number: Brick( ) Stone( ) Corbeled{ ) original( ) replaced( )
Location: Flush end{ ) Inside end( ) Qutside end( ) Central( ) Interior( )

ARCHES: Door & Windows: Keystone, Flat, Segmental, Semicircular

COMIMENTS::

us
SIGYIFICANCE::
DATE CONSTRUCTED:
CONDITION:

I




INTERIOR hi-i-f-i2g

FLOOR PLAN:

() CENTRAL HALL: Two robms, each side; double parlor, one side
() SIDE HALL: One room deep, two rooms deep
( ) IRREGULAR

STAIRWAYS: .

ENCLOSED:* Single flight, two flights with landing

OPEN: Single flight, two flights - one landing, three flights - two landirgs
DOG-LEG .

DOG-LEG with WINDERS

SPIRAL

ROUNDED

SYMMETRICAL DIVIDED FLIGHTS
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WALL FINISH:

( ) PLASTER

( ) PANELED: original; replaced

( ) BOARD PARTITION: baseboard, cornice, chair rail, wainscot
FIREPLACES:

NUMBER

LOCATION: parallel to walls, diagonal

MANTELS: wood mouldings, pilasters, columns, masonary, marble

DOORS: paneled, board and batten, flush
HARDWARE: original; replaced

DOGR & WINDOW TRIM:

() PLAIN

( ) ARCHITRAVE

( ) SYMMETRIC with CORNER BLOCKS

() FLUTED

( ) FLUTED with CORNER BLOCKS

() ARCHED OPENINGS: eliptical, tudor
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