
Harden Slaughterhouse 
Parkersburg Road 
Morantown, Md. 
AL-V-A-132 

In 1918 the Harden family purchased a one-hundred acre tract 
from the New York Mining Company. The property is located on 
Federal Hill near the coal mining village of Morantown. The Harden 
farm was one of many in and around the George's Creek mining region 
whose products helped support a large industrial population of miners 
in the area. 

The existence of a slaughterhouse on a farm of relatively small 
size is indicative of the self suffciency of small farm operations in 
Allegany County early in the twentieth century. The white glazed 
brick chimney of the building suggests that it was also used as a 
smokehouse. The small board and batten structure is surrounded by 
a coral and a 11 stock 11 in which the animal was slaughtered. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Harden Slaughterhouse is 1 ocated east of Parkersburg 
Road near Morantown. 

The slaughterhouse consists of a small board and batten 
structure with a small gabled board and batten vestibule on the south. 
It rests on a low stone foundation of random rubble with a plain 
water table. The gable front roof is covered with tar paper. Eaves 
consist of rafter ends on the flanks and a cornice and fascia on the 
gabled ends. 

A vertical board door with original hardware is on the 
vestibule offset on the south. A vertical board door with original 
hardware is offset on the north. The only windOw is a six light 
casement. A shed roofed frame addition on the west is covered 
with insulbrick siding and rests on a low foundation of random 
rubble. A relatively tall chimney of white glazed and brown bricks 
is located outside end of the addition. A stall and a fence 
surround the building on the east and south. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

In 1918 the Harden family purchased a one-hundred acre 
tract from the New York Mining Company.(l) The property is 
located on Federal Hill near the coal mining village of 
Morantown. The Harden fann was one of many in and around 
the George's Creek mining region whose products helped 
support a large industrial population of miners in the 
area. (2) 

The existence of a slaughterhouse on a farm of relatively 
small size is indicative of the self sufficiency of small 
farm operations in Allegany County early in the twentieth 
century. The white glazed brick chimney of the building 
suggests that it was also used as a smokehouse. The small 
board and batten structure is surrounded by a coral and 
a "stock" in which the animal was slaughtered. 

( l) 
(2) 

Allegany County Land Records, Liber 125, Folio 83 
Katherine A. Harvey, Best Dressed Miners: Lffe 
and Labor in the Maryland Coal Re}ion l835::'19TO 
(Ithaca: Cornell University Press p.94 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Allegany County Land Records 
Harvey, Katherine A. Best Dressed Miners: Life and Labor in the Maryland Coal 
Region l835-1910:Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1969 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 100. 79 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mroRM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

ORGANIZATION 
David A Dorsey, l:listoric Sites Cordir:lator 

DATE 

STREET & NUMBER 
Alle§aRy Gai:mty l:li stgri G Sites 

CITY OR TOWN 3 Pers~i~g Street 
Cumberland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301} 267-1438 
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Harden Slaughterhouse 
AL-V-A-132 

TITLE SEARCH 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 188, Folio 618 
Grantee: Wilbert J. Harding and Nellie G. Harding 
Granter: Carrie M. Harding 
Notes: 114. 5 acres 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 125, Folio 83 
Grantee: Carrie Matilda Harden 
Granter: New York Mining Company 

Date: December 23, 1940 

Date: June 28, 1948 
Consideration: $2,600.00 
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