
Hoffman Hollow Schoolhouse 
AL-V-A-140 
Hoffman Hollow Road 

Allegany County's initial school building program of 
the 1870's and early 1880's was effective in provid;ng every 
conrnunity of the Georges' Creek mining region with a school
house. For various reasons some of these early schoolhouses 
were replaced with larger buildings during the early twentieth 
century. Hoffman Hollow Schoolhouse is one of these later 
buildings. It was built early in the twentieth century replacing 
a one room schoolhouse. Following a pattern established during 
the latter half of the nineteenth century in the mining region, 
it is a frame building with a substantial stone foundation and 
a medium hipped roof. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Hoffman Hollow Schoolhouse is located on the southern side of 
Hoffman Hollow Road in Hoffman Hollow. 

The building consists of a square one and one-half story frame 
structure with german siding. It rests on a high stone foundation 
of random rock-faced ashlar with a plain water table. The medium 
hipped roof is covered with asphalt shingles. A hipped gabled 
dormer is on the north. Eaves consist of a boxed cornice, soffit, 
and bed mould. One interior corbeled brick chimney is original. 
One cinderblock chimney is located outside end. 

The original entrance has been replaced. Pedimented windows 
have been replaced. The umbrage porch on the north has been 
partially enclosed. A shed roofed addition is on the south. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The mining village of Hoffman Hollow is one of many small villages 
located in the Georges' Creek coal region. Although the school system of 
Allegany County was established in 1865 it was not until the 1870 1 s that 
adequate schoolhouses were erected. (1) Katherine Harvey in her history, 
The Best Dressed Miners, states that "Once the school building program 
really began, the mining areas were well looked after. 11 (2) Citizens of 
the area participated in fund raising and building programs to erect 
schoolhouses on property usually donated by the mining companies. (3) 
"By 1881, every conmunity had at least one public school. 11 (4) 

The Hoffman Hollow Schoolhouse was built during the early twentieth 
century to replace an older schoolhouse built during the initial building 
program. Scharf lists one teacher, Patrick O'Rourke as the instructer 
of the Hoffman Ho 11 ow Schoo 1 houses in 1881 . ( 5) Like many of the other 
schoolhouses built in the early twentieth century to replace older ones 
this building is a larger frame building with german siding and a hipped 
roof. Large pedimented windows have been replaced. Although in fair 
condition this schoolhouse is a reminder of the progress of education 
in Allegany County. 

(1) Katherine A. Harvey, Best Dressed Miners: Life and Labor in the 
Maryland Coal Region, 1835-1910 {Ithaca:Corness University Press) p.109-110 

(2) Ibid, p.111 

(3) Harry Stegmaier, et al. Allegany County-A History (Parsons, W Va. McClain 
Printing Co.) p.263 and Katherine A. Marvey, Best Dressed Miners: Life and 
Labor in the Maryland Coal Region, 1835-1910 ("Ithaca: Corness University 
Press) p.110 

(4) Stegmaier, p.263 

(5) John T. Scharf, History of Western Maryland (Philadelphia: L.H . Everts Co. 
p.1356 
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