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1910's 

This two and one-half story farmhouse is three bays wide and 
two bays deep. The house and a springhouse are constructed of 
glazed building tiles which were manufactured in Mount Savage between 
1912 and 1920. The buildings were erected for George C. Brailler during 
the second decade of the 20th century. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Bald Knob Farm is located west of Bald Knob Road near Mount Savage. The 
rectangular dwelling is two and one-half stories tall and three bays wide on 
the southern facade. The house is situated on a steep slope so that three and 
one-half stories are exposed on the facade. Wall construction is of hollow glazed 
building tile laid in a stretcher pattern. The hipped roof is covered with 
diamond-shaped asphalt shingles and has snowbirds. Eaves consist of a boxed 
cornice, soffit, bed mould and a frieze. The building rests on a high foundation 
of random ashlar stone. 

Porches on the facade and the northern elevation have hipped roofs supported 
by tapered square wooden columns. Windows are 2/2 sashes which are shuttered on 
all elevations other than the facade. Entrances located in the centers of the 
facade and the northern elevation include one light transoms and doors of one 
rectangular light with beveled glass bordered with egg and dart moulding. Two 
chimneys of white glazed brick with corbeled caps are located inside and on the 
eastern and western elevations hip roofed dontE·rs on the facade and northern 
elevation:have four light windows. 

The first floor of the farmhouse is divided into two rooms, a parlor and 
a kitchen. Walls are covered with wooden paneling with a high baseboard. 
Interior doors are of five panels with pedimented transoms. Windows have 
pedimented interior surrounds. A one flight stairway in the center of the house 
has rectangular capped newels plain balusters and string, and pendants in the 
open well. 

A springhouse east of the farmhouse is a one story, two bay rectangular 
structure constructed of the same building tile as the farmhouse. It has a 
hipped gable roof and rests on a high stone foundation. Windows are 2/2 sashes 
and the only entrance is a wide diagonal board door offset on the western 
elevation. 

_A saltbox barn southwest of the farmhouse is of frame construction with 
vertical board siding. The roof is gabled It rests on a high foundation of 
coursed ashlar and rubble stone with cinderblocks on the southern elevation. 
Sliding doors on the northern elevation slide open on metal runners. Trefoil
shaped vents are in the gables of the eastern and western elevations of the 
barn. A flat roofed cinderblock addition and a metal silo abut the southeastern 
corner of the barn. 
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The Bald Knob Farm, also known as the Brailer Farm, is on Bald Knob north 
of Mount Savage. The Brailer family was among the original settlers of the 
Mount Savage area. (Scharf p._ 1496) The famil~ owned coal mines in the 
neighborhood which were opened by the George's Creek and Bald Knob Coal 
Company in 1903-1904. In 1916 the Brailer family, acting as the Brailer 
Mining Company opened the "Bald Knob Mine." The coal underlying Bald 
Knob is "Big Vein" coal-a vein of high quality coal. 

The house and springhouse on the farm were built for George 
during the second decade of the 20th century. (tax assessments) 
buildings are made of glazed building tiles, a product which was 
in Mount Savage between 1912 and 1920. (Interview) The vertical 
predates the house. 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Scharf, John T. History of Western Maryland. Philadelphia: L. H. Everts 

Company, 1882. 
MD Geological Survey Book 
Allegany County Tax Assessments 1910-1917, 1918-1922, District 13 

(Assessments of property of George C. Brailer) 
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Maryland Historical Trust/Bureau of Mines April 1981 
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Shaw House, 21 State Circle (301) 269-2438 
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The Maryl::i.::::.d Historic Sites Inventory was officially -Created 
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Annotated Code,of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
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AL-V-A-225 Bald Knob Farm 
(#9 Continued) Major Bibliographical References 

Allegany County Land Records Liber 156, Folio 642. 

Interviews with Mrs. Alice Carney 4/2/1981 and Mrs. John H. Weimer 4/7/1981 



AL-V-A-225 
Bald Knob Farm 

Liber 441, Folio 671 

Title Search 

Grantee: Karl R. Johanesson & Phoebe M. Johanesson 
Grantor: Jacob M. Loar 

Liber 424, Folio 474 
Grantee: Jacob M. Loar 
Grantor: Wiliam Moore 

Liber 231, Folio 543 
Grantee: William Moore 

October 16, 1970 

October 16, 1968 

Grantor: Matthew I. Mullaney, Assignee 
Note: this conveyance the result of 

Consideration $3,900.00 
a public sale, see Equitey 21, 871. 

Liber 187, Folio 26 
Grantee: Clayton C. Robison 
Grantor: Rose Brailler et al 

Liber 156, Folio 642 

June 14, 1940 

Grantee: George C. Brailler October 4, 1927 
Grantor: John Brailler et al 
Note: The property conveyed belonged to the Brailler Mining Company 

see Equity # 10,596. 

Liber 156, Folio 327 
Grantee: John Brailler et al 
Grantor: Arch A. Young et al, Receivers 
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