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C & P Railroad Switchback No. 9 
Zihlman 
Public 1850 

Switchback No. 9 was constructed in 1850 by the Mt. Savage 
Iron Company as part of their track extension from Mt. Savage to 
Frostburg. (Bulletin No. 66, p. 43). It, as well as one in Mt. 
Savage, were necessary to make the 800 foot climb in 7.7 miles 
from Mt. Savage to Frostburg. 

It is significant as an engineering accomplishment, which 
facilitated the transport of coal from the Georges Creek region 
for 124 years. 
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Switchback No. 9 was constructed in 1850 by the Mt. Savage 
Iron Company as part of their track extension from Mt. Savage to 
Frostburg. (Bulletin No. 66, p. 43). It, as well as one in Mt. 
Savage, were necessary to make the 800 foot climb in 7.7 miles 
from Mt. Savage to Frostburg. 

The main line ran southwest from Mt. Savage to the yards at 
Borden Mines, ~mile northwest of Frostburg. Trains were then 
backed approxmately 1.1 miles northeast to Switch No. 9, located 
near Consolidation Coal Company's Mine No. 9. The trains then 
proceeded into Frostburg. 

In 1912, the Western Maryland Railway completed a connection 
from Cumberland to the Pennsylvania Railroad at Connelsville. Three 
bridges were constructed within the switchback system: two to carry 
the switchback over the Western Maryland line and one to carry it 
under the Western Maryland line. (Mellander, p. 9)(See photos). 
In 1974, the Western Maryland Railway discontinued use of the switch
back; the track between the No. 9 switch and the Frostburg Railroad 
station was subsequently taken up. (Mellander, p. 22). 
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Switchback No. 9 is significant as an engineering accomplishment~ 
which facilitated the transport of coal from the Georges Creek region 
for 124 years. 
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C&P RR Switchback 
Allegany Co ., MD 
David A.= Dorsey 
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The Way you •' to Froattt'9 by A.all, zig zag up the Mounlilln. Altitude 2.2!>0 feet 
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