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Consolidation Coal Company Mine #9 Manway and Fan Building 
Frostburg 
Private c.1902-1934 

The ruins of Consolidation Coal Company Mine #9 Manway and 
Fan Building are brick lined adit of the manway, measuring 5' 3" 
in diameter, enters the hill in a southeastern direction. The 
face of the manway has deteriorated. The brick foundation of the 
fan building and a brick lined fan shaft, measuring 9'2" in 
diameter, lie 75 feet south of the manway. 

According to the 1909-1910 Annual Report of the Mine Inspector 
for Allegany and Garrett Counties, MD, Mine #9 was one of the best 
small vein coal mines in the region due to its clean, scfe, and 
modern facilities. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The ruins of Consolidation Coal Company Mine #9 Manway and Fan 
Building are located on the east side of Hope Road just below 
the old Cumberland and Pennsylvania (C&P) Railroad road bed and 
just above the Western Maryland Railroad line. 

The brick lined adit of the manway, measuring 5'3" in diameter, 
enters the hill in a southeastern direction. The face of the 
manway has deteriorated. The brick foundation of the fan 
building and a brick-linedfan shaft, measuring 9'2" in diameter, 
lie 75 feet south of the manway. 
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Consolidation Coal Company Mine #9 Manway and Fan Building ruins 
are significant to the history of Maryland because they are good 
examples of early 20th century Georges Creek coal mine related 
material culture. 

Mine #9 was opened in c. 1902 by the Consolidation Coal Company. 
Consolidation, organized in 1864, had its roots in the Georges Creek 
mining region. By the turn of the century, it was the largest 
bituminous coal company in the eastern United States. 

According to the 1909-1910 Annual Report of the Mine Inspector 
for Allegany and Garrett Counties, MD, Mine #9 was one of the 
best small vein coal mines in the region due to its clean, safe, 
and modern facilities. Coal from #9 was used for coaling the 
Cumberland and Pennsylvania (C & P) Railroad engines. 

The main operation and openings for Mine #9 were located on 
the east side of the C & P Railroad line, approximately 1 mile 
northeast of the manway and fan building. All that remains of 
the once extensive main operation are gob piles (mine tailings) 
and a collapsed mine opening. 

The manway was designed to serve as an escape route for miners 
in the event that there was a mine collapse or other problem 
within the mine. The fan building and shaft contained a large 
fan, measuring approximately 15 feet in diameter. Powered at 
first by steam and later electricity, the fan provided air 
through the shaft to the miners within the mine recesses. 

In September 1934, Mine #9 was mined out and closed. 
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