AL-V-A-255

New Hope Farm
Frostburg
Private Early 19th century

The house at New Hope Farm documents three forms of wood frame
construction and three periods of history. The single-pile, linear
development of the house reflects the English tidewater building tradition,
as in the Thomas Wright house (AL-VI-B-036) rather than the predominantly
German variations on the double-pile, or three-room plan as at the J.
Koontz House (AL-VI-B-237).

This dwelling comprises a central early 19th century log structure,
joined to the north by a timber-framed mid-nineteenth century addition,
and to the south by a vertical-plank late-19th century section. Each
part is small and plainly finished, reflecting probable occupation by
tenants who did not realize great profits from the farm, and therefore
had neither the incentive nor the finances to invest in a substantial
structure.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The New Hope Farm is located at the end of Depot 2oad. The land drops sharply
to the north and west, providing a sweeping view towards Mt. Savage.

The east-facing dwelling appears south of a small frame bank barn. The original
1% story log house is joined by a timber-framed one story section to the north and a
vertical-plank section to the south. The latter's shed roof runs perpendicular to
the two gabled sections. The east facade's porch is covered by an extension of the
main gable roof.

The log wall is exposed and whitewashed under the porch. The north gables are
covered with lapped weatherboards. German siding sheaths the frame section's northend.
The remaining sides of all sections are covered with board and batten siding.

The building's stone foundation has been almost entirely rebuilt in concrete
block. Asphalt shingles cover the roof.

The main entrance in the two bay by one bay log house appears south of center,
with the 6/6 sash window south of that. A small gabled dormer 1lights the south end
of the facade's roof, two windows light the south gable end, and one window appears
in the north gable. Two 6/6 sash light the west side of the house.

The two bay by one bay north wing includes a four-panel door in the facade's
south end. One 6/6 window adjoins that, and another appears at the rear. Only an
attic window pierces the north gable end. A concret block stove-flue chimney appears
at the south end of the rear.

The two bay by one bay plank addition extends east and west beyond the log house.
A door opens into the north side of the east extension under the porch. 6/6 sash
windows framed in plain flat boards light the other bays.

Cellar entrances are located under the center of the log section's rear and under
the plank addition's south side. An exterior stove chimney may have originally
heated the south end of the log house.

Beaded board walls partition the rooms. The main entrance architrave is trimmed

in a small ovolo molding - the only surviving trim. Beaded batten doors appear
throughout the house.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The house at New Hope Farm documents three forms of wood frame construction and
three periods of history. The single-pile, linear development of the house reflects
the English tidewater building tradition, as in the Thomas Wright house (AL-VI-B)36}
rather than the predominantly German variations on the double-pile, or three-room
plan as at the J. Koontz House (Al1-VI-B-237).

This dwelling comprises a central early 19th century log structure, joined to

the north by a timber-framed mid-nineteenth century addition, and to the south by a
vertical-plank late-19th century section. Each part is small and plainly finished,
reflecting probable occupation by tenants who did not realize great profits from

1e farm, and therefore had neither the incentive nor the finances to invest in a
si.bstantial structure. Josiah Frost and his heirs, settlers in the 1790's who
later founded Frostburg, are believed to have owned this tract of land, and may have
built the core of this dwelling. Subsequent owners, however, included speculators
in land and coal, and coal companies themselves. Records suggest that the farm
was leased out from the 1820's to the 1920's.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Merry Stinson, Architectural Historian

ORGANIZATION
Maryland Historical Trust/Bureau of Mines

DATE
1981
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21 State Circle, Shaw House

TELEPHONE

(301) 269-2438

CITY OR TOWN
Annapolis

STATE
Maryland 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created

by an Act of the Maryland Legislature,

to be found in the

Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-

ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust

The Shaw House, 21 State Circle

Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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Frostburg, MD AL-V-A-255

USGS 7.5 Minute Series New Hope Farm

Scale 1:24,000. Depot Road, end of road,
1949; photorevised 1974 west side, approx. 3/4 mile

northeast of Frostburg
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New Hope Farm

Allegany County, MD
David A. Dorsey 9/80
Eastern Elev. Barn (Northern)
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