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Kaiser Refractory Owned House 
Zihlman 
Private late 19th-early 20th century 

The Refractory-Owned House is located adjacent to the Kaiser 
Refractories plant on Route 36 in Zihlman. The 2 story, 3 bay by 
3 bay frame building has a pyramidal roof and a decoratively 
bracketed hip-roofed facade porch. 

This frame dwelling is a typical example of Neo-Rationalistic 
architecture which was popular in Allegany during the late 19th -
early 20th century. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This square dwelling is two stories tall and three bays wide on the 
southern-facing facade. Wall construction is frame covered with asbestos 
shingles. It rests on a high random ashlar stone foundation. The pyramidal 
hipped roof is covered with asphalt shingles. Eaves consist of a boxed cornice, 
soffit, bed mould and frieze. 

Hip roofed porches on the facade and northern elevation have turned posts. 
The facade porch has decorative brackets and a lattice-like base. Windows are 
pegged 1/1 sashes with_ drip mouldings and are tall on the facade ground floor. 
An entrance located offset to the east on the facade includes a one light transom 
and a door of two panels and one light. Two entrances on the northern elevation 
have one-light transoms. 

Two brick chinmeys located inside-end and on the interior of the building 
have corbeled caps. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Refractory-owned House is located adjacent the Kaiser 
Refractories plant on Route 36 in Zihlman. The frame dwelling is 
a typical example of the neo-rationalistic style of architecture 
which was popular early in the twentieth century. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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David A. Dorsey, Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATIO"' 

Maryland Historical Trust/Bureau of Mines 
STREET & Nl!MBER 

21 State Circle, Shaw House 
~-----------~ --------------CTY Q<> TOWN 

Annapolis 

DATE 

May 1981 

(301) 269-2438 
S"TATE 

Maryland 21401 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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