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The Zihlman-Allegany Mines Survey District is located on Maryland 
Route 36 approximately one mile north of Frostburg, in north western 
Allegany County. Most buildings within the survey district, with a 
few exceptions, are of one three types found in Zihlman: the saltbox house, 
the deuplex "blockhouse" and the vernacular-styled house. Saltbox houses 
are typically l~ story frame buildings with a stone foundation and a gabled 
roof extended on the rear elevation by a shed-roofed addition. 

Allegany Mines is a typical company town located in the northern 
section of the George's Creek coal region of western Maryland. Early in 
the 20th centruy the town was renamed Zihlman. 

The town, like many others of the George's Creek region, developed 
around or near the mine for which it was named. The Allegany Mining Company 
opened the Allegany Mine circa 1846 and established the town shortly thereafter. 
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The Zihlman-Allegany Mines Survey District is located on Maryland 
Route 36 approximately one mile north of Frostburg, Md. in north western 
Allegany County. The topography of the town is generally flat. Maryland 
Route 36 runs SE to NW through the survey district paralleling the 
Western Md. Railway tracts (originally the C&P RR) which form the southeastern 
boundary of the district. The Broken Heart Mine tram road runs through 
the center of Zihlman. 

Most buildings within the survey district, with a few exceptions, are 
of one three types found in Zihlman: the saltbox house, the duplex "block­
house" and the vernacular-styled house. Saltbox houses are typically 
1~ story frame buildings with a stone foundation and a gabled roof extended 
on the rear elevation by a shed-roofed addition. Some saltbox houses 
within the survey district are duplexes. An example, the Jenkins House is 
118 on the enclosed map. The duplex "block" houses, all on Green Row 
in Zihlman, are 2 story frame buildings with stone foundations and gabled 
roofs with central chimneys-. An example, the Borden Company House, (MHT AL-V­
A-128) is #22 on the enclosed map. Vernacular-styled buildings in Zihlman 
are typical 2 story frame structures with stone foundations and gabled 
roofs. Some of these are based on the ell plan and others are rectangular. 
Examples are #29 and 114 on the enclosed map. One vernacular-styled house 
in Zihlman, #2 on the enclosed map, is constructed with hollow building 
tiles. 

One house in Zihlman, #38 on the enclosed map, is a typical example 
of Neo-Rationalistic architecture. The frame house is two stories tall 
and has a stone foundation and a pyramidal roof. Pumpkin Hall, #36 
on the enclosed map, is an early 19th century. 
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Allegany Mines is a typical company town located in the northern section 
of the George's Creek coal region of western Maryland. Early in the 
20th century the town was renamed Zihlman. 

The town, like many others of the George's Creek region, developed 
around or near the mine for which it was named.l The Allegany Mining 
Company opened the Allegany Mine circa 1846 and established the town shortly 
thereafter. 2 In 1849 the company was expanding its production and announced 
that it was building houses to accommodate the growing work force: The 
houses built by the Allegany Mining Company are most likely the saltbox houses 
on Dutch Row, Front Row and a part of Green Row known as Scotch Row. 

In 1911 The Allegany Mining Company went out of business and its 
property, including the town of Allegany Mines, was purchased at public 
sale by the Consolidation Coal Company.4 It was probably at this time that 
the Borden Company, which operated the neighboring Borden Mine, erected 
the row of duplex "block" houses on Green Row. 5 

During the late 19th-early 20th century mines in operation near Allegany 
Mines included the Broken Heart Mine (MHT-AL-V-A-272), Consolidation 
Coal Company's Mines # 9 and #14 (AL-V-A-254) and Union Mining Companys 
#1 and #2 Mines. 6Addition employment opportunities for the residents 
of Allegany Mines were created in 1902 when the Big Savage Fire Brick 
Company erected a firebrick plant on the southwestern edge of the town.7 
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Frostburg, MD;PA 
USGS 7.5 Minute Series 
Scale 1:24,000 
1949; photorevised 1974 
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Zihlman-Allegany Mines Historic District 
Route 36, one mile north of 
Frostburg 
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