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Borden Shaft Survey District is located on MD Route 936, 3~ miles 
south of Frostburg. The architecture of the town is characterized by 
single family and duplex company housing. The buildings are 2 story, 
3 bay by 1 bay frame buildings with gabled roofs, shed roofed porches 
sheltering the facades. 

Borden Shaft is a typical company town in the Georges Creek coal 
region of western Maryland. The twon was established circa 1860 by 
the Borden Mining Company. 
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Borden Shaft Survey District is located on MD Route 936, ~miles 
S of Frostburg. It lies near the center of the Georges Creek 
coal region of WV. The topography of the district is relatively 
flat. The majority of historic buildings of the district are located 
on Morgan Road, which meets Rt. 936 at Borden Shaft, and on side 
streets running N and S of Morgan Road. Georges Creek and an embankment 
of the abandoned C & P Railroad parallel Route 36 at Shaft. 

The architecture of the town is characterized by single family and 
duplex company housing. Three single family company houses on Morgan 
Road are 2 story, 3 bay by 1 bay frame buildings with gabled roofs, 
shed roofed porches sheltering the facade, and gable roofed frame 
additions abutting the rear elevations. A row of duplex company 
houses on Morgan Road are 2 story, 4 bay by 1 bay frame buildings 
with gabled roofs, shed roofed porches, sheltering their facades 
and large rear wings with gabled roofs. A row of duplex company 
houses on Umamedstreet are l~ story, 4 bay by 2 bay brick buildings with 
gabled roofs extended on the rear elevations which give these buildings 
a saltbox shape. Windows of the brick duplex houses have tooled stone 
lintels with margins. 

A number of vernacular styled dwellings in either the survey 
district are 2 story, 3 bay by 1 bay frame buildings based on the 
ell plan and have gabled roofs. 

The Shaft Firemens' Hall is a 2~ story, 1 bay by 3 bay frame 
building with a gabled roof with a square hose tower and a large 
shed roofed addition abutting the western elevation. 

*Unnamed Street, South off Morgan Road between Georges Creek and Rt. 36. 
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Borden Shaft is a typical company town in the Georges Creek coal region 
of western Maryland. The town was established circa 1860 by the Borden 
Mining Company.l The town was built on the site of the Ward Farm which included 
a gristmill, a sawmill and a log farmhouse.2 In 1856 the Borden Mining Company 
purchased 500 acres of the Ward Farm underlaid by 2 veins of coal.3 

The Borden Mining Company's mine, Stmk in 1859, was the first vertical 
shaft mine in the Georges Creek region. Only are other vertical shaft 
mine ever existed in the region. In 1880 the town's population was 289 
and was growing rapidly.5 
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Interview with Mr. Cubby Watson, Borden Shaft. 

Footnotes 

1Thomas Scharf, History of Western Maryland Vol. II, Philadelphia: 
Louis H. Everts, 1882, p. 1445. 

2Ibid., p. 1475 and Interview with Mr. Cubby Watson, Borden Shaft. 

3 Scharf, p. 1445. 

4Ibid., and Katherine Harvey, The Best Dressed Miners, Life and Labor 
in the Maryland Coal Region, 1835-1910, Ithica Cornell University Press, 
1969, p. 34. 

5 Scharf, p. 1473, and Harvey, p. 81. 
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Looking NW (photo Ill) 
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Looking NW (photo #2) 
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Looking SE (photo #6) 
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David A. Dorsey 
Looking S, Window, house #19 

(photo 117) 
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Looking SW (photo 1/8) 
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Looking NW (Photo 119) 
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