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Midlothian Survey District is located on the Midlothian Road, 
approximately l~ miles south of Frostburg in the Georges Creek coal 
region of Allegany County. The architecture of Midlothian is characterized 
by frame vernacular-styled dwellings. The 2 story buildings are 2, 3 
or 4 bays wide and 1 bay deep. They are either rectangular or are based 
on the ell plan. 

Midlothian is a typical company town in the Georges Creek coal 
region of Allegany County. The town was established early in the 1870s 
by the New Central Coal Company. Prior to that the site of the town was 
occupied by the Cumberland Coal and Iron Company's Bowery Furnace . 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
Midlothian Survey District is located on the Midlothian Road, approximately 

Ii mile south of Frostburg in the Georges Creek coal region of Allegany 
County. Midlothian Road and the Carlos Road intersect in the center of 
the survey district. Blan Avon Road runs NW-SE from Midlothian Road. 
Winebrenner Run flows NW-SE through the survey district. Most of the 
survey district is located on a steep mountainside sloping SW to NE 
towards the flatter area in the center of Midlothian. 

The architecture of Midlothian is characterized by frame vernacular
styled dwellings. The 2 story buildings are 2, 3 or 4 bays wide and 
bay deep. They are either rectangular or are based on the ell plan. 

They rest on stone foundations and have gabled roofs. Hip roofed 
porches shelter their facades. 

Building #42 on the attached map is an example of the vernacular
styled buildings in Midlothian that are 4 bays wide. Building #12 on 
the attached map is an example of the dwellings that are 3 bays wide. 
Building # 44 is an example of the dwellings that are 2 bays wide. 

A group of 4 saltbox houses in Midlothiar. are Ii story, 2 bay by 
bay frame dwellings. They rest on low stone foundations and have 

gabled roofs. Shed roofed additions added to their rear elevations 
give these buildings the saltbox shape that is common to the mining 
region. All of the buildings have been substantially altered. An 
example is #3I on the attached map. 

The Midlothian Schoolhouse (AL-V-A-ISO,Map{/52) is a 11 story,5 bay 
by 5 bay frame building. It rests on a stone foundation and has a hipped 
roof with a hipped dormer. A hip roofed porch shelters the central 
entrance on the facade of the school. Willett's General Store and Post 
Office (AL-V-A-I49, Map#54) is a Ii story, 3 bay frame building. The 
three bay storefront on the gable end of the building features pairs of 
fixed windows flanking the transomed entrance. It rests on wooden blocks 
and has a gabled roof. The New Central Coal Company buildings(AL-V-A-049, 
Map #114) are a group of 3 brick buildings which housed the stables, 
weighhouse and pumps of the company. Two of the buildings are I1 
story structures have pyramidal roofs with cupalos. The other, a 2 
story brick building, has a shed roofed brick addition. All of these 
buildings have segmental-arched windows and corbeled brick chimneys. Several 
examples of the Bungalow style of architecture are typical li story 
frame buildings with gently pitched gabled roofs and gabled dormers. 
An example is #96 on the attached map. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
: 

Midlothian is a typical company town in the Georges Creek coal region 
of Allegany County. The town was established early in the 1870's by the 
New Central Coal Company. Prior to that the site of the town was occupied 
by the Cumberland Coal and Iron Company's Bowery Furnace. 1 

The furnace was at its peak of production in 1871 when 140 tons of 
iron were manufactured in one week.2 

The New Central Coal Company acquired the holdings of the Lincoln 
Coal, Iron,Fire Brick and Oil Company and the Midlothian Coal and Iron 
Company in the early 187o's. 3 The company supplied housing for its 
employees in Lonaconing and probably did the same at its new mines at 
Midlothian. The population of the town in 1880 was 398 people. 4 

In 1905 the Borden Mining Company and the Bowery Mining Company were 
operating mines at Midlothian~ Early in the 1920's the Piedmont and 
Georges Creek Coal Company, the Midlothian Coal Company and the McNitt 
Coal Company were actively mining at Midlothian.6 

Early in the 20th century the town supported a schoolhouse, a general 
store and a library society which was housed in an older schoolhouse. 
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Footnotes 

1see AL-VI-B-161 

2Harry Stegmaier et al, Allegany County-A History, Parsons: McClain 
Printing Co., 1976, p. 210. 

3 Allegany County Land Records, Liber 36, Folio 562 and Liber 37, Folio 378. 

4Katherine Harvey, The Best-Dressed Miners, Life and Labor in the Maryland 
Mining Program,1835-1910, Ithica: Cornell University Press, 1969, pp. 84-240. 

511Map of the Georges Creek Coal Basin Shwoing the Location of the Mining 
Companies and the Areal Extent of the Pittsburg ("Big Vein") and Lower Coals", 
Maryland Geological Survey, 1905. 

6 Harry Stegmaier et al, p. 309. 

7see AL-V-A-149 and AL-V-A-150. 
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Frostburg, MD ; PA 
USGS 7 . 5 Minute Series 
Scale 1 : 24 , 000 
1949; photorevised 1974 

AL- V-A-287 
Midlothian Survey District 
Midlothian Road , approximately l~ miles 
South of Frostburg 
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. photo #1, looking west 
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David A. Dorsey 2/82 
photo #2, looking northeast 
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photo #3, looking northwest 
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