
AL-V-B-077 
Ford Main House 
Ford's Crossing 
1904 

This building is a two-story, three bay wide, 

rectangular shaped frame structure with novelty 

siding. It features decorative barqeboard in the 

central qable with all gables having decorative 

circular ventilators. Fancy architrave trim surrounds 

the exterior of the windows. Retaining most of its 

original appearance this building is a present and 

countinual reminder of a way of life enjoyed in 

some rural areas of Allegany County at the turn 

of the twentieth century. 
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HISTORIC 

Ford Main House 
AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Ford's Crossing 
CITY. TOWN 

VICINITY OF 

STATE 
Maryland 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC -XOCCUPIED 

XBu1LDINGts1 'LPRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS *YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Raymond Butts 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Corriganville ~ v1c1N1TY OF 

. llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Alleqany County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

30 Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Cunberland 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
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COUNTY 

Allegany 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PA;-1K 

_EDUCATIONAL )(PRIVATE PES:DE,.,.CE. 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _ TRANSPOR .x:-:oN 

_MILITARY _OTHER 
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STATE I Zl.p code 
Maryland, 
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Folio #: 602 
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Mary land 

_FEDERAL -5TATE _COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 
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II DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

_EXCELLENT 

.XGooD 

_DETER I ORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

lLUNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

){_ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

_ FAIR 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Ford Main House is located on the south side of Ford's 
Crossinq at r.orriqanville, Alleqany County. 

The buildinq basically consists of a two story, three bay wide 
rectangular shaped frame structure. Wall construction is of novelty 
siding. Wall features are plain. The building is supported by a 
lo~ stone foundation and includes a plain wooden water table. The roof 
of the house is qable flank includinq a central qable at the front. 
The roof has been replaced with asphalt and mounted with snow birds. 
In the peak of each gable is a circular decorated ventilator. Eaves 
of the roof exhibit original boxed cornices with return ends and wide 
soffit and a decorative bargeboard in the peak of the front central 
gable. vHndows in the house are nailed, double hung, wooden sash frames 
with one-over-one liqhts with decorative exterior trim on the head of 
each window. There are two brick chimneys in the house, both with 
corbeled caps. One is inside end, the other is central. The main 
entrance is located on the north side. The doorway is four paneled, 
verticle boards, featuring a rectangular transom and sideliqhts. The 
building contains two porches, both with shed roofs. The back porch 
is supported by two plain rectangular wooden posts and two wooden 
chamfered posts featurinq a decorative wooden railing. The front 
porch is wooden and supported by six round columns. 

The house is structurally sound and retains most of its original 
appearance. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC --ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

_ 1500-1599 --AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_1600-1699 ~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ 1700-1799 __ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_ 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

X 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1904 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Jim "latthevrn 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

The Ford Main House was built in 1904 by Jim Matthews of rash 
Valley 1'/ho sold it shortly thereafter to Henry i·l. Ford. Hr. Ford 
suoplemented the oriqinal one acre lot with land purchases that accumulated 
to 32 acres. Two other structures, a saw and grist mill and a house 
for his father, (See AL-V-8-078 and AL-V-3-079) were built on this 
prorerty by ;,Jr. Ford in 1910 and 1918 respectively. A railroad 
stoo in front of this house, on the C&P Railroad, was established in 
1926. For a dime people from Corriganville area rode into Cumberland 
until \forld \far II, when this stop was rJiGcontinueci. l 

The Ford Main House is a frame structure l'lith ~valls of novelty 
siding. The qabled flank roof has eaves with oriqinal boxed cornices 
vdth return and a wide soffit, decorative circular ventilators are 
located in the peaks of the gables. The front of the house includes 
several uncommon architectural features located in the central qable. 
Ornamental bargeboard with a pendant and a decorative circular ventilator 
are located in the peak of this central qable. Decorative architrave 
trim surrounds the exterior of the 1vindm'ls. Two original brick chimneys 
have corbeled caps. The \'Woden front porch, including six wooden columns, 
is original. 2 

Still retaining its original appearance the Ford ~ain House is 
a oresent and continual reminder of a way of life enjoyed in Allegany· 
County at the turn of the twentieth century. 

1. Interview with Mr. Leo P. Fprd, L.P. Ford Drilling suoply, Rt. 36, 
Corriganville, Maryland, 16 August, 1977. 

2. Ibid 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



l]JMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Allegany County Land Records Cumberland, Maryland 21502 

Ford, P., Leo. L.P. Drilling Supply, Rt. 36, Corriganville, Maryland. 
Interview, lG /\ugust, 1977. 
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ll!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __ l_. 2_5_6 ____ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson and William Pratt , Dave Dorsey 
ORGANIZATION 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

507 National Highway 
CITY OR TOWN 

La Vale 

DATE 

6/14/77 
TELEPHONE 

777-5967 
STATE 

Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· t IOI 



l~,.\'L\TO!;'!' >~U: AL-V-R-877 

lJrc:Jstic, moclerute, minor 

:\.'\t·iC: CiF Pf~OPt:R1Y: Ford Main House 

[),\T[: 6/14/77 
--4-90/602 

l. 256 A. 

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: Ford's Crossing 
-~~~~~~~~--"'--~-~~-~-~--~~--

777-3745 

Corriqanville, Maryland 

r~ ( ; 6 ~ ) J , 

D',i[LLJNG SH1WE: (squCJre, cross, rectangul::il'; 

~ALL CO~STRUCfION: 
Novelty 

(X ) FRM1E: Bevel, clapboard, weatherboard, wood shingles, board & batten (t~~e?) 
( ) BRI D<: Bond type - common, English, Flemish. Sketch variants. 
( ) STONF: Bond type - rubble, ashlar (random or regular), quoins-plain, rusticated 
( ) LDC 
( ) OTll[R: Coverings 

\'I/ILL F~-6._TURES: Belt Course, Pilasters, Others _____ P_l_a_i __ n __ 

FOW~DA TI Oi\S: High, Lm'I, Brick, Stone 

\'/ATER TABLE: None, Plain, Beveled, Moulded Arie~ 

\'IINDO';IS, TRIM, SHUTTERS: 1/1( X) 2/2( ) 6/6( ) 9/6( 
pegged( ) nailed(X) wide( 

EIHR/\NCE,DOORS: LOCATION: North with cornice 
HARD\'JARE: original( ) replaced( ) 

9/9( ) other( ) 
narrow( ) mitred( ) pediment( ) 

FAN LIGHT' TRAr~sm, SIDE LIGHTS, PLAI\ 
4 Paneled, Vert1cle, Horizontal Boards 

COR~ICE, 8ARGE, EAVES: (crown, fuscia, soffit, bed) Bargeboard 
original(X) replaced( ) rafter ends, modillions, dentils, frieze, architrave 

rc:n~: Coble 
i1;~ IEfU1iL: 

frur1t, Ca:Jle fL:1r1k, Hir, '.ih:ocl, ti0r:';~1 1 :J. 
wood shingles, sJatc:, tiri ac;phall; 

POf~CH[S: SHAPC OF rrnoF - shed(X ) hip ( ) gable( ) 

r~::-:-~J~·~ .: , f-- Jt-it, Dorr;1er,:. 1~ 

or.ig.inal( ) replaced({) ------

CHHl\EYS: Number: 2 Brick(X) Stone( ) Corbeled( X) original( ) replaced( ) 
Location: Flush end( ) Inc3ide end( X) Outside end( ) CentrRl(X) Ir1terior( 

AnCH[S: Ooor & v/imlrnvs: Keystone, F lut, Segrnenlc:d, Sern icircular 

US[: Residence 
SI~UF ICANC[: Architecture 
D~l[ CONSTRUCTED: 1904 

~~--~-----~-

UJ \ D l TIOf\:: r.ood 
--~---~~--~-



J f, T f_ Ii I ll f I 
·-- -- ---------------

crnrrnL 11,.\LL: 
SID[: H1\U : 

h1u u;crn~;, e;:1ch sicic; double pi1rJ01·, one side 
On': ruo;:: dcCiJ, l\-;u rooms deep 

If(f\[CLJLi\i·; 

Ei'.CLOS[D: Sinr:ilc fljght, h:o fJights l'iith Jc:mcling 
OPEN: Single flight, t~o flights - one landing, three flights - two landings 

f-' Li\S Tf- f; 

Pr'\:\ELE:D: originnl; n:plac:cd 
BClAfm PArn1 TIUr\: bascbo~1rcJ, coI'nice, chui1· rail, 1·1ainscot 

LLJCi\TICJ'<: par:ciJ lel to \'la1b, dic::igonul 
t·iMnELS: vwod muuldinqs, pi l<!o,lcr~;, rolu~nns, mason2ry, marble 

i)[l[J;S: pano.dcccJ, board <rnd bciLten, flush 
---H.:'.\!\l)\/,!'\f;F: original; replaced 

) PLAIN 
r ) ARCHITRAVE 

) SYMMETRIC 1-:ith CORNEH l3LOCKS 
FLUTCD 
FLUTED with CORNER BLOCKS 
ARCHED OPENINGS: eliptical, tudor 

·-----------------------------
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