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AL-V-8-079 
Ford Saw and Grist Mill 
Ford's Crossing 
1910 

A qood example of practical commercial arch-

itecture of the early twentieth century is the Ford 

Saw and Grist Mill, near Corriganville, Maryland. 

This low
1 

two story wooden structure housed a grist 

mill on the second story and a saw mill on the ground 

floor. A local resident recalls working there as 

a young man v~hen farmers from a wide area would 

bring their wheat to have it cut by the special 

"french burrs" of the mill into buckwheat. Although 

is ceased operations during the twenties the Ford 

Saw and Grist Mill stands as a reminder of the resource-

fulness of local businessmen durinq the early twentieth 

century. 

----------- -- -----



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST AL-V-B-079 

~-!AGI-rJ 10427411 i 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Ford Saw and Grist Mill 
AND/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Ford's Crossing 
CITY, TOWN 

Corringanville 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

_XBUILDING(SI ~PRIVATE 
_STRUCTURE _BOTH 

~ VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

_OCCUPIED 

)(_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _XYES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Herbert Witt - Home Improvement Contractor 
STREET & NUMBER 

Mt. Savage Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Mt. Savage --X-- v1c1N1TY oF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Allegany County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

~~~~~~~~~~~.11...Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Cumberland 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Sixth 
COUNTY 

Al le~aP)' 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PA~K 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _ TRANSPOR-:\TlfJ'~ 

_MILITARY -X-oTHER Storaqe 

Telephone #: 264 3472 

STATE , zip code 
Maryland, 21545 

Liber #: 405 
Folio #: 428 

STATE 

Maryl and 

_FEDERAL --5TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY, TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

X.DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

X.UNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X.ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Ford Saw and Grist Mill is located on the north side of Ford's 
Crossing Road near Corriganville, Allegany County .. 

The old mill basically consists of a low two story, rectangular 
shaped, frame structure. A one story gable roof port abuts the main 
block on the east side and is supported by wooden piers. The main block 
is enclosed with vertiele boards; some having battens, and is supported 
by a low stone foundation. The roof of the structure is gabled and is 
covered with the original tin materials. Eaves exhibit soffit and 
frieze on the verges and rafter ends on the remainder of the structure. 
\'lindows in the mill include single sash frames with six lights and 
double hung wooden sash frames with six-over-six lights.The entrance 
to the grist mill portion of the structure is found in the front south 
side and features the original verticle boarded door. The entrance to 
the saw - mill portion is on the east end and is simply an opening on 
the ground story level. A shed roof hood is located on the front south 
side. The hood is supported by square posts and a straight flight of 
stairs leads to the landing and entrance level. One circular metal 
smokestack is located to the interior of the building, as well as a pro
truding square wooden ventilator. 

The building is in structually poor condition and is scheduled 
for demolition , however, it retains most of its original appearance. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

_1800-1899 

*1900-

_J.RCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC 

_J.RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

_j,GRICULTURE 

_j,RCHITECTURE 

_J.RT 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

~NDUSTRY 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

In 1910 Mr. Henry \•/. Ford erected this combination saw and qrist 
mill. Leo P. Ford recalls working here as a young man 1r1hen farmers 
from a wide area would bring their wheat for preparation on this mill. 
A special set of "french burrs" utilized in this mill cut the grain 
into buckwheat flour. Other grist mills in the area ground the wheat 
into finer flour. The grist operation in the second floor of the buildinq 
ended in 1921. The saw mill on the ground floor was in use for a fev1 
more years until it was transfered to Pennsylvania. 1 

The main part of the 1Juildinq is enclosed vdth verticle boards 
some with battens. The gabled roof of the structure is covered 11ith 
the original tin material. The eaves of the building exhibit both soffit 
and frieze and exposed rafter ends. Entry to the grist mill on the 
second story is through the original verticle board door. The saw mill 
nortion at ground level is entered through a large opening in the wall. 

This unique combination of smt and grist mill is in structurally 
poor condition but still retains most of its original appearance. 
It is an example of the practical style of commercial architecture 
to be found in Allegany County. The Ford Saw and Grist Hill stands 
as a reminder of the resourcefulness of local businessmen of the 
early twentieth century. 

1. Interview with Leo P. Ford, L.P. Ford Drilling Supply Co., Corriganville 
Maryland, 16 August, 1977 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Allegany County Land Records Cumberland, Maryland 21502 

Ford, P., Leo. L.P. Ford Drilling Supply Co., Corrinanville, Maryland, 
Interv imv, 16 August, 197 7 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

l!iJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY -~1=0"-'''-'2=3'------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STAH COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson , ':lilliam Pratt and Dave Dorsey 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

STREET & NUMBER 
Al leg any CQ!!nty Hi st ad c Site Survey 6/14/77 

TELEPHONE 

507 National Highway 777-5967 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

La Vale Marv land 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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I\'. · o; f U '\'r :-: Ci: AL- V-f3 -0 79 DA TE: 6/14/77 ----------------- ----
405/428 
10. 2.3 Acres 

Forrf Saw and f;rist Mi 11 

LrJCAflOI'; Of-- PfWfJCRTY: Ford's Crossinq 
·----'-----------~ 

Dlt~ffTIDN D\'iELLING FACf 5: _s_o_u_t_h _________________________ _ 

NNiE OF rnmrn: Herbert Witt - Home Improvement Contractor 

f\DDRESS: t1t. Savaoe ~oad 

t1t. Savarie, ifaryland 21545 264-3472 

x 

\·/NL C:U\Slf~UC~TlO:\: 

(X ) 
( 

Ff(Af·i!__: 
BiUCV: 

Bevel, claphocird, \·!eaU:erboc1rd, 1·1ood shingles, board & batten (type?) 
Bond typ'-" - commor1, English, Flcmisl1. Sketch variants. 

( S TCJ~L: f3orid type - rubble, ashlc:1r (random or regular), quoins-plair1, rusticated 
( LOG 
( DTfl[f(: Coverings 

_l'l_/\_lL ___ F_E_/\_T_U_IR_~_S: 8elt Course, Pilasters, Others ____________________ _ 

lligh, Lm·1, Brick, Stone 

\·J,i\ ff R TAC U_: None, Pl<lin, Beveled, Moulded Brick 

\'IH:Drn·;s, H\lf.1, SllUTTERS: 1/1( ) 2/2( ) 6/6( X) 9/6( 
pegged( ) nailed( ) wide( 

El\ ll;ANCE, DOCmS: LOCATION: East - open 

9/9( ) other( ) 
narrow( ) mitred( ) pediment( ) 

HARD\·1Af1E: original( X) replaced( ) 
FAN LIGHT, TRANSOM, SIDE LIGHTS, PLAIN 
Paneled, Verticle, Horizontal Boards 

COfl:\HT, B/\RCC, EAVES: (crmvn, fascia, soffit. bed) 
original(X) replaced( ) rafter ends, modillions, dentils, frieze, architrave 

w;r~;~: C:1ble frn:1t, Cahle Fhrnh:, l!i_p, Sf1c't', t,1~ms::u-cJ, 

;L-,r~:1;£;1L: 1i0od sh_i_r1~lcs, sl<:ite, tin asphalt; 

PD!iCiff5: SHAPf-- OF ROOF - shed (X ) hip ( ) gable ( ) 
Smokestack 

Cambre}, Flat, Dormers # 
original( X) replaced(_) _____ _ 

CHii·:\EYS: ~~umber: l Orick( ) Stone( ) Corbeled( original( ) repfaced( ) 
Location: Flush erid( ) Inside end( ) Outside; end( ) Central( ) Interior(X) 

/\RctlE'..1: Door & Windows: Keystone, Flat, Segmental, Semicircular 

LVi[: Vacant 
SICt:IFICt'\i~CL: Industry 
D~TE CONSTRUCTED: 1910 
Cn\DITIO:'\: Poor - schedulerl for rlemolition 



CENTRAL H;~l_L: Tv10 rooms, each sj cle; double parlor, one side 
One roo111 deer, l\·:u roo;11s deep SIDE mLL: 

IRl\ECUU\R 

S lf'\I m:;\ YS: 

rnCLOSED: Sinyle flight, bw fligt1ts 1·1ith 1~1nding 
OPEN: Single fli~Jhl, bm f]i~(1ts - one landing, three flir:ihts - lvw landings 
DnC-LEC 

PLASTE:f\ 
PA!\ELED: original; replaced 
130.'\RD PART I TIO!\: baselrnzird, cornict:', chci.ir rail, \'/C1jr1scot 

Fif\t~PLACES: 

NUlltltR ----
LOCATION: paraLlel to v1LJlls, d_i ::1gon:d 
MAl~TELS: vmocl mouldings, pi Listers, columns, masonary, m;:irble 

DOURS: panelgd, board and batten, flush 
HAfW',/i\l\E: original; repbced 

DOClR & \vll\00\'I rnrn: 

( ) PLAIN 
( ) ARCHITRAVE 
( ) SYMMETRIC with CORNER BLOCKS 
( ) FLUTED 
( ) FLUTED with CORNE:R BLOCKS 
( ) ARCHED OPENINGS: eliptical, tudor 

NOffS: 
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fot-d Sa.v..J ~ Gr,5 f /(/;I/ 
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lo /11/77 


