
AL-V-B-082 
Wills Creek Pottery 
Main Street, Dlerslie 
Ca. 1875 

Situated near the railroad tracks in Ellerslie 

and now known as "\'/ills Creek Pottery", the place 

was once a large producer of firebrick and had murh 

to do with the development of the town. Built around 

1875, this one-story, brick structure features a 

stepped paraoet on the gable ends. This facility 

played a big part in the cultural and industrial 

growth of Alleganv County during the late lBOO's. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UNAME 
HISTORIC 

Wills Creek Potter 
AND/OR COMMON 

EILOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Main Street 
CITY, TOWN 

Ellers lie X VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

}lBUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC *OCCUPIED 

_XPRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 
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_IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 
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PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 
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_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 
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STREET & NUMBER 

407 Washington Street 
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IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Allegany County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

30 Washington Street 
CITY, TOWN 

Cumberland 

l!REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

STATE , Zl.p code 
Maryland. 21502 

Liber #: 486 
Folio #: 784 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY, TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

*FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

ULTERED 

CHECK ONE 

XoR1GrNAL s1TE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Wills Creek Pottery Company Building is located on the east 
side of Main Street in Ellerslie, Allegany County near the Pennsylvania 
State line. 

The building basically consists of a one story rectangular shaped 
brick structure laid in American common bond. A one story shed roof 
addition abuts the main block on the northeast side. The facade is 
supported by a brick foundation with no water table. The roof of the 
structure is gabled and is covered with replaced asphalt materials. 
Gable ends feature a stepped parapet while the eaves exhibit a frieze 
and soffit. Supporting wall features on the building include pilasters 
and corbeled panels between pi !asters on the sides. Windows in the structure 
exhibit double hung wooden sash frames with one-over-one lights and are 
found only on the front shed roof addition. The main entrance is found 
on the northwest side of the addition and a large, sliding, transportation 
door is found on the front northeast side of the main block. A small 
shed roof hood supported by brackets is placed over the main entrance. 
Two chimneys are found within the facade; one being a replaced, circular 
metal chimney located on the inside end of the northwest sideJand the 
other being a brick chimney located on the outside northeast end of the 
addition. 

The building is structually sound but has been somewhat altered 
since original construction when it was used as a fire clay and pottery 
shop. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC --ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

-LAW 

_RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

_1500-1599 --AGRICULTURI; -ECONOMICS 

_1600-1699 --ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

_ 1700-1799 __ART _ENGINEERING 

x_ 1800-1899 ~COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_1900- -COMMUNICATIONS _jNOUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

SPECIFIC DATES 
Ca. 1875 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 
Isaac Reese 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

:-:.;.al 

Tracing the ownership of a local industry can bring light to the 
development of the small tO\·m in which it 1-Jas located. This is true 
in the. case of Will's Creek Pottery anrl Ellerslie, Maryland. 

The tract of land on v1hich this industry stood \-Jas bought by 
Samuel Tomlinson from his father John in 1816 and vrns known as "Nothing 
Left." 1 The Tomlinson family 1'/as a prominent family of the area whose 
members built two more substantial brick houses there, the Lybarger 
and Umstot brick houses. (See AL-V-8-086 and AL-V-R-087) 

In 1832 three hundred acres of "Nothing Left" v1as sold to John 
Buchanan. 2 He held the property until 1873 when Ellerslie was becominq 
''an important rail center" serving the Pittsburg and Connellsville 
Railroad (then the Pittsburg, Washington, and Baltimore Railroad) 
and later the i'lestern t··1aryland Railroad. 3 f1uchanan sold seven and 
a half acres Rf "Nothing Left" to investers from Pittsburg headed by 
Isaac Reese. Probably attracted by the ideal location near the rail-
road these Pittsburg men constructed the Empire Firebrick Company or 
Works in 1875. 5 

nu ring the later half of the nineteenth century .i\lleqany County's 
iron production steadilv declined. The beginninQ of the Firebrick industry 
at about this time provided more endurable livelihood for local laboregs. 
~1ount Savage's Firebrick establishment was the largest in the County. 

!·lr. Reese and his associates sold their business after only a fe\'I 
years to the Gardner 'nothers and a Mr. Stuart, who ·.iere also from Pittsburg. 
They changerl the name of the company to the Cumberland Firebrick \larks. 7 
At this time the company employed sevEral hundred men and did much to 
insure the development of Ellerslie. In 1877 the Gardner brothers 
bought ifr. Stuart's share of the business and renamed it the Gardner 
Brothers' Firebrick Company. It remained in the Gardner family until 
1910 \'/hen it was sold to the celebrated local businessman Andrew Ramsey. 9 
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Thomas, James ,W., and vlilliams, T .J .e. History of .l\llel)any f:'ountv. ~1d. 
Philadelphia: Titsl'JOrth and Co., 1923 -
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ll!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __ 3~•-0_9 ____ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson , \1illiam Pratt anrl Gave ~orsey 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

______ A_l_l_e_g._a_n_...y_County 'Historic Sites Survey 6/16/77 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

507 National Highway 777-5967 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

La Vale Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· t 101 



Continuation of AL-V-8-082 - \/ill's Creek Pottery Company. 

Ramsey was the owner of the Mount Savage firebrick industry. His 
acquisition of the Ellerslie plant provided a larqe increase in the 
output of enameled brick, fancy facinq hrick, sanltary ware, and oottery. lo 
Ramsey overextended his business ventures and mortqaged his businesses 
to a Baltimore bank in 1923. 11 Like an ominous precedent of the stock 
market crash and business failures of October 1929, Ramsey's company 
collapsed in March of that year and the Ellerslie company was sold to 
a 8altimore company viho renamed it the Ellerslie Pottery Comnany. 12 

Durinq the height of the depression this company lasted a little 
more than a year when it was solH along with all machinesi tools, kilns, 
and clay mines and renamed the tlaryland Pottery Company. 3 In 1947 
the establishment 1t1as aqain sold and renamed the Old Savage Firebi rck Company. 14 
Between 1923 and 1930 the building had changed hands four times, a fact 
that reflects much of the uncertainty felt by businessmen and local 
laborers during the depression. 

In /\pril of 1952 Morris Horvitz bought the company and from this 
point on there is no evidence of continued production. This is 
indicative of the qeneral business decline of Allegany County that has 
continued to this day. The structure has been sold four times since 1952. 

The one-story brick structure features a stepped parapet on the 
gabled ends and a frieze and soffit in the eaves. The side walls of 
the structure are supported by pilasters. 

The records of \"/ill' s Creek Pottery is a reflection of the history of 
economic activity in Allegany County. An important factor in the development 
of the small town in which it was situated, this buildinq is a reminder 
of man's relation to and use of his natural environment, and of the 
cultural and industrial heritage of Alleqany County. 

1. Alleqany County Lnad Records (Liber J, Folio 52) 

2. Ibid (Liber P, Folio 477) 

3. Harry Stegamier, Jr., Allegany County-A History (Parsons, W.Va.: 
McClain Printing, Co., 1976) p. 211 

4, Land Records (Liber 44, Folio 462) 

5. Ibid (Liber 47, Folio 566) 

6. Stegmaier et al p. 210 

7. Land Records (Liber 47, Folio 566 and Liber 49, Folio 441) 

8. Stegmaier et al p. 210 
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CONTI NU AT ION 
Footnotes - Wills Creek Pottery Company AL-V-B-082 

9. Land Records (Liber 106, Folio 493) 

10. Thomas, James, Iv., and )'Jilliams, T.J.C. History of Allegany County, Maryland 
(Philadephia: Titsworth and Co., 1923) p. 1047 

11. Allegany County Mortage Records (Liber 85, Folio 504) 

12. Ibid 

13. Land Records (Liber 163, Folio 214) 

14. Ibid (Uber 213, Folio 584) 
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Wills Creek Pottery Company 
AL-V-B-082 

TITLE SEARCH 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 486, Folio 784 
Grantee: Murph' s Furniture Mart Date: June 15, 1976 
Granter: Lenny's CAr Wash Inc. Consideration: Near ~5,000.00 
Notes: Brickyard Lot - Loq House Lot 

Pottery Co. on first parcel 

Allegany County Deed: Lib~r 484, Folio 633 
Grantee: Lenny's Car i·/ash [)ate: March 11, 1976 
Granter: Lenny Kline Consideration: Over $4,00Q.OO 

Allegany County need: Liber 482, Folio 198 
Grantee: Leonard Kline Date: Oct. 29, 1975 
Granter: Halreat Realty Co. Consideration: Over $3,000.00 

Allegany county Deed: Liber 308, Folio 237 
Grantee: Halreat Realty Co. Date: Narch 16, 1959 
Granter: Morris Horvitz Consideration: $14,500.00 

Allegany County need: Liber 240, Folio 106 
Grantee: f1orris Horvitz Date: April 23, 1952 
Grantor: Clifford 0. Albright et ux Consideration: $8,000.00 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 213, Folio 584 
Grantee: Clifford 0. Albright et ux Date: Feb. 20, 1947 
Granter: Old Savage Firebrick Co., Inc. Consideration: $8,000.00 

Allegany County need: Liber 163, Folio 257 
Grantee: Maryland Potteries Corn. DAte: May 20, 1930 
Granter: Hugh Stevenson et ux 
Notes: changed name from Old Savage Firebrick Co., Inc. includes 

machinery, tools, kilns, claymines, etc. 

Allegany County need: Liber 163, Folio 214 
Grantee: Hugh Stevenson et ux Date: ~lay 7, 1930 
Granter: Ellerslie Pottery Co. 
Notes: Changed name from Ellerslie Potteries Co. to "1aryland Potteries Co. 

Allegnay 
Grantee: 
Granter: 

Allegany 
Grantee: 
Granter: 
Notes: 

Folio 331 
Date : t1arch 12, 1929 

County Deed: Liber 160, 
Ellerslie Pottery Co. 
Frank LaPorte (Trustee) 
of Baltimore, Maryland 

for Mercantile Trust and Deposit Co. 

County Mortgage Records: Liber 85, Folio 504 
Mercantile Trust and Oeposite Co. of Baltimore 
Andrew Ramsey Co. 

Ramsey mortEJaCJed Co. to i 1ercantile Trust 

Date: Feb . 2 8 , 19 23 



Title Search continued for ~Hlls Creek Pottery Company - AL-V-8-082 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 106, Folio 493 
Grantee: Andrew Ramsey Corp. Date: Auq. 10, 1910 
Grantor: \'lilliam Gardner et al 
Notes: Includes kilns, buildings, tools. 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 62, Folio 134 
Grantee: James Gardner Date: Jan. 29, 1884 
Grantor: ~1illiam Gardner et ux U1 interest) 
Notes: Being part of a tract called"Nothing Left" 

Sometime in 1884 firm of Gradner Arothers' was dissolved 

Allegany 
Grantee: 
Grantor: 
Notes: 

County Deed: Liber 49, Folio 441 
i·!illiam Gardner and James Gardner 
William Stuart et al 

Cumberland Firebrick \forks 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 47, Folio 566 

Date: NOV • 19 , 187 7 

Grantee: Gardner Brothers and Stuart (from Pittsburg) Date: Aug. 25, 1876 
Grantor: Isaac ?eese et al Consideration: $15,000.00 
Notes: Empire Firebrick Co. or Works 

Pittsburg and £onnelville Railroad 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 44, Folio 462 
Grantee: Isaac Reese et al (from Pittsburg) Date: Oct. 18, 1873 
Grantor: John M. Buchanan et ux Consideration: $666.67 cash 

two promissory notes for $666.67 each 
Notes: "Nothing Left" 

Pittsburg, Washington and Baltimore Railroad Comnany 

Allegany County Deed: Liber n, Folio 477 
Grantee: John M. Buchanan Date: Jan. 28, 1832 
Grantor: Samuel Tomlinson et ux Consideration: $3,000.00 
Notes: 300 Acres 

Allegany County Deed: Liber J, Folio 52 
Grantee: Samuel Tomlinson Date: Seot. 14, 1816 
Grantor: John Tomlinson (Father) Consideration: $600.00 
Notes: 300 Acres 



\ ~ _ '- , , rr: DAIE: 6/16/77 -------

f I_ i : ;[ ): l Ii'. c;: 
486/784 
3 .09 Acres 

Wills Creek Pottery 

LUC.· flO~ m- PRfJPEf(TY: Ellers.=-l=ie=------

DIP~CTIDN DWELLING FACES: Northeast 
=-=-----·~----------------~ 

i\,V'. 1_ OF O\'/NU~: James W. Murphy Sr. and wife (Murphy's Furniture Mart, Inc.) 

ADDRESS:~ __________ 4_0_7_W_as_h_i_·n_g~t_o_n_S_t_r_e_e_t ________ __c.7~2~2_-~8=U~9~3-----~ 

Cumberland, Maryland 21502 

. , . 'i ,-,j; L) ~ I i_ t ;.· "J : 
-~ -------------·-----

D~[LLJ~G SHAPE: (square, cross, rcctangulur) 

\!ALL COl\STFWCTlO:\: 

-, ( 

./ \ 

( ) FF\AHE: 
(X ) B Fl I Cl< : 

) STUi\J[: 

Bevel, clap~oard, weatherboard, wood shingles, board & batten (type?) 
Bond type - common, English, Flemish. Sketch variants. 6/1 
Bond type - rubble, asl1lar (random or regular), quoins-plain, rusticated 

LOG 
OH!tR: Coverings 

\.'/\!_L FEA rn;cr~s: Belt Course, Pilasters. Others Corbellinq 
--------"--------·~---~ 

fOU\i.MTIC\S: 

\'IATEH TABlE: 

High, Lov:, -~' Stone 

None, Plain, Beveled, ~oulded Brick 

l!_p;UQ';J:_;, TRIM, SHUTTERS: l/l(i/) 2/2( ) 6/6( ) 9/6( 
pegged( ) nailed(v) wide( 

_u~rnM,\C[' DOOf15: LOCA TIOt\:: Northea'O:-s'--t"---------

9/9( ) other( ) 
narrow( ) mitred( ) pediment( ) 

HARD\IARC: original() replaced() 
FAN LIGHT, TRAl'\Sot-l, SIDE LIGHTS, PLAIN 
Paneled, Verticle, Horizontal Boards 

Large warehouse door 

COR~ICE, BARGE, EAVES: (crown, fascia, soffit, bed) parapets 
original( ) replaced( ) rafter ends, modillions, dentils, frieze, architrave 

rri-·c-: _c_:~_1b_l_c_' _f_I_'G-·:1_.1:. Ccible flc:r.:-.:, lhp, S~12J, tl:ins<ircJ, 
,,,:.1unAL: •,,mod ~;hinc_:iles, ~;late, tin cisphall; 

C·:t~ibrel, Flat, Dormers I/ 
original ( ) replaced(xr-----

PCmCH[S: SHAPE OF ROOF - shed( ) hip( ) gable( ) 

t\urnber: l Brick( X) Stone( ) Corbeled( original( ) repbced( ) 
Loc~ition: Flush end( ) Inside end( ) Outside end(X) Central( ) Interior( 

Door & \'lir1dows: Keyslone, Flcit, Segmental, Semicircular 

CO!li 1r \TS: -----
LJS[: Vacant (for sale) 
'.i I G~ ff ICANC[: In dust rt 
DAfF_ CONSrnL'r:n-o: ra. ~fl.JS 
C U\D I TI ON: Fair----------------



Fl_llGi: t'LA\: 
--· - -~--

\ ) cu,rn,\L H1\LL: 
I ) s IDE Hi-\L L: 

hw roo~1:.,, uich E_;icL::; d:.Jublc parlur, oric side 
One rooPi clcrp, tvm 1-orn:"_; deep 

IHREGU L/\f\ 

S Ti; l :;'./.<-\ YS: 
----~·---

I \ , I 

n.CLD'.~ED: 

OPEN: 
DGG-LEG 

PU-IS TE_f-\ 

Single f Jig ii L, 
Single f li~~ht, 

tv;o flightE; 1·1i th L:mding 
li10 flight:-.> - onP J rn1dinq, 

PA;\ELED: oriuirial; replrn:ccl 

three flights - h:o l:=indini:_;s 

80.L\f\D l'A< 1 I TIO:\: baseboard, cornice, ckiir rail, 1-;Jinscot 

F If\[f'!J\CES: 

l\Ut-:Drn 
lClCATIOi\: 
Mf\i\ffLS: 

parallel to wnlls, diagonal 
1mod mouldings, p:iJ~F-;tcrs, colun1ns, ma~;onary, nwrble 

Dt~~J~S: paneled, board and uatter1, flush 
HMW\·ir~RE: origiml; replaced 

DOOR & WINDOW TRIM: 

( ) PLAIN 
( ) ARCHITRAVE 
( ) SYHt-lETRIC v1ith CORNCR BLOCf(S 
( ) FLUTED 
( ) FLUTED with CORNER BLOCKS 
( ) ARCHED OPENINGS: eliptical, tudor 
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