
AL-V-B-091 
Helmsteder Brick House 
Cash Valley Road 
Ca. 1850's 

Because of similar features on its exterior, 

this brick structure laid in American Common Aond 

is one of at least three houses located in Cash Valley 

constructed during the 1850 's featuring wide soffi ts, 

boxed cornices with return ends and using a six to 

one variation in the brick work. (See AL-V-B-092, 

AL-V-8-095) This porbably means that all of them 

were built hy the same builder. This house displays 

architectural details that indicates both the farmer's 

cultural awareness and the importance of farming 

to his life • It also displays the level of economic 

prosperity enjoyed by this area:> farmers. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST AL-V-8-091 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

0NAME 
HISTORIC 

Helmsteder Brick House 
AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Cash Valley Road 
CITY. TOWN 

_ VICINITY OF 

STATE 
Maryland 

DcLAss1F1cATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC )Loccu Pl ED 

_xBUILDINGIS) X_PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES· RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED )(_YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Leo W. Helmsteder 
STREET & NUMBER 

Rt. Box 131 Cash Valley Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Cumberland _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Allegany County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

30 Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Cumberl~d 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Sixth 
COUNTY 

Allegany 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PA;-iK 

_EDUCATIONAL )(PRIVATE RESIDEN:::E 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTA'IO'-: 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 745-3125 

STATE' Zl.p code 
Maryland, 21502 

Liber #: 488 
Folio #: 680 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

~FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

2\'...ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

XoR1GrNAL sin 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Helmsteder Brick House is located on Cash Valley Road, il.llegany 
County. 

The Buildinq basically consists of a two story, five bay wide, 
;'L" shaoed structurP.. lfall construction is brick, laid in American Common 
Bond with a six to one variation. Wall features are plain.The building 
has a one story, rear addition l"lhich has a shed roof and is of frame 
wall construction with novelty sirlinq. The building itself is supoorted 
by a high, stone foundation featurinq a beveled water table. The roof 
of the house is nab le flank still covered with the original slate 
shinales. Located on the roof are snow boards. Eaves of the roof exhibit 
original boxed cornices with return ends and wide soffit. Windows in 
the house are peqged, double hung, with wooden sash frames and four-over
four lights. Window trim features cornices and lugsills. The windows 
also exhibit fixed wooden louvered shutters. There are two chimneys 
in the building. goth are ori~inal, brick, with corbeled caps and 
located inside end. The main entrance is located on the east side of 
the house. The door is paneled, verticle boards, featuring a rectangular 
transom. The house's one oorch is front, three-bay wide, open porch, 
supoorted by four decorative, wrouqht iron posts, covered bv a hip roof. 

The house is structurally sound with moderate remodeling; but 
still retains most of its original appearance. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 ,(.AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 x*ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 -ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

~1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

-1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 
ca. l85C's 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT Peter Raerig 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

PPtE~r Raerici nurchasPd the land on v1hich this house stands 
from Raohael Logsdon for one-hundred and fifty dullsr~ in 1835. l 
In the 1850's Mr. Raeriq built the larqe five bay .1ide, two-story, "L" 
sha!)ed brick house. He probably used it as a farm house until 1876 
when he sold it to Georqe Helmsterler. 2 The house has remained in 
the Helmsteder family for more than one-hundred years. 

A brick house laid in American Common Sand, the Helmsteder House 
features oriainal boxed cornices \'Ii th return ends and wide soffi ts. 
T1-Jo corbeled cap chimneys and slate roof are original. 

This is one of at least three houses located in rash Valley that 
was constructed with similar details to the roof and brickwork. (See 
AL-V-B-095, AL-V-8-092) All three have similar boxed cornices, wide 
soffits, and were laid in brick with a six to one variation. All 
three were built in the 1850's, probably by the same builder. 

This house displays architectural details that indicate both 
the farmer's cultural awareness and the i~oortance of farmino to his 
life. It displays the level of economic prosperity enjoyed-by area 
farmers and enhances the cultural heritage of Allegany County. 

1. Allegany County Land Records (Liber R, Folio 419) 

2. Ibid, ( Liber 48, Folio 147) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



fJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Allegany County Land Records Cumberland, Maryland 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESS~Y 

II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __.l..._2.&..;• 8...,6.._ ___ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson and William Pratt, f")ave Dorsey 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Allegany County Histoic Sites Survey 6/16/77 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

507 National Highway 777-5967 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

La vale Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 



Helmstecer Bri2k House 
AL-V-8-091 

TITLE St: . .'.\RCH 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 488, Folio 680 
Grantee: Leo Helmsteder et ux Date: Sept. 17, 1976 
Grantor: Estate of J. Jerome Helmsteder Consideration: $30,000.00 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 116, Folio 41 
Grantee: J. Jerome Helmsteder Date: Jan. 13, 1915 
Granter: Joseph Helmsteder et ux 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 53, Folio 647 
Grantee: Joseph Helmsteder Date: June 14, 1880 
Granter: George Helmsteder et ux 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 48, Folio 147 
Grantee: George Helmsteder et ux Date: Oct. 10, 1876 
Granter: Peter Raerig et ux Consideration: $8,000.00 

Alleqany County need: Liber R, rolio 419 
Grantee: Peter Raeria Date: March 7, 1835 
Crantor: RaohBel Loosdon Consi~eration: $150.00 



1:,.\'U,!Llf\Y ~ .. :J: Al-V-H-LJ91 [J,\TE: 

i\i\I W OF PROPrnTY: Helmsterler nrick House 

LOCAf ION OF Pf\OPERTY: rash Valley Roari 

6/16/77 

488/680 
12. 86 /1 .. 

.~---------~--------------~ 

Leo v!. Helmsteder 

Rt. Box 121 Cash Valley Road 

r:umbe r land, '1ary land 21502 
------------

bi1,\ s: 1 , 3( 

Rear shed roof frame 

miCLLI\G SH,:JJ'l: (square, cros~;, rectGrn1uJar) "L" shaned 

HALL CONSTRUCTION: 

724-3125 

s (X I 6 : -, / 
I \ 

( ) FRAf.IE: 
( X) BRICK: 
( ) STO\E: 
( ) LDC 

Bevel, clapboard, weatherboard, wood shingle~;, board & batten (type?) 
Bond type - commrm, English, Flemish. Sketch vari<c.inls. 6/1 
Bond type - rubble, ashlsr (random or regular), quoins-plain, rusticated 

( ) OTHER: Coverings 

\·IALL FEATURf:S: Belt Course, Pilasters, Others 

FOUi~DATim\S: High. Low, Brick, Stone 

\·/A TEf( TABLE: None, Plsin, Beveled_, Moulded Br j ck 

\'/INDO\'IS, THif.1, SHUTTERS: 1/1( ) 2/2( ) 6/6( ) 9/6( 
pegged(X) nailed( ) v1ide( 

ENTRANCE,DDORS: LOCATION: East 
-----c----·--~ HARDWARE: original( ) replaced( ) 

Plain 

9/9( ) other(X) 4/4 rornice 
narrow( ) mitred( ) pediment( ) 

FAN LIGHT, TRANSOM, SIDE LIGHTS, PLAI\ 
Paneled, Ver ti cl e, Horizontal Boards 

CORNICE, BARGE, EAVES: (crmvn, fascia, soffit, bed) Roxed cornice 
original(X) replaced( ) rafter ends, modillions, dentils, frieze, architrave 

r'.r);;f-: C>1hll~ f'rurit, G<:1bJe fL:: 1 1k, Hip, Sh c!, t1:1r1s'.,~cJ, [>~·~H''~] , r- l:! I:, fJo c'f'.1 :C :-~; ,'.' 

i J,\ TrnH, L: \;oud shirigJes, ~ole, Lin asphalL; urigin::'Ll ( X) rcpluccdCT ______ _ 

POt\CflCS: SHAPE OF HOOF - shed( ) hip(X) goble( ) 

CHHl:'TYS: l\urnber: 2 Brick(X) Stone( ) Corbeled( X) original(X) rephiced( ) 
Location: Flush end( ) Inside end(X) Outsid£~ end( ) Central( ) Interior( 

AflCH['.j: Door & Windows: Keystone, Flal, Segmental, Semicircular 

COiiiif~US: 

US[: Resirlence 
:; u;~ IF I CAl\iCf:: Architecture 
DATL coNsrnucn:o: · 1850 s 
CO\DITIOI\: Fair 

-~-~~-~-~~---~ 



I i, i l F~ 1 0 f( ----·------- -----

C[r\Tfil\L lir~LL: h:u ruur:;'.;, ccich ~;iclr:: double parlor, or:e side 
510~ llr\LL: Uric~ rurni1 deep, h·m ruo;ns deep 
Hn[r;ULAf( 

L~CLOSED: Single flight, t~o flights wilh landiny 
OPEi\: ~iingJe f]i~1ht, t::w flights - o:-1c londing, three flights - h:o lanclings 

• 1 • ·, - I.• ; 

F'lAS Tt::f~ 
P Af',;[ LED: or j criJ1cil; r cp Ll c ::ccJ 
HUt\RD l'/\r\TI fJCJi,: b;}coebCJi'll'd, cor11tce, ctnir rail, v1ainscot 

LLJ[ATIO\: parallel to walls, dingonC1l 
liMnTLS: 1-mud mouJdjngs, pi J ~1s:..crs, columns, masonary, marble 

DOUi~r): pani:;Jecl, bom'ci and batten, f Jush 
-lf;~fdJVit'lf~E: original; repL:icccJ 

DCJCJ.< 1\: \Hi'\D0',1 rnrn: 

( ) PLAIN 
( ) ARCfll TRAVE 
( ) SYHMfTfUC v-1i th CORi'\EI\ BLOCKS 
( ) FLUTLD 
( ) FLUTED with CORNER BLOCKS 
( ) ARCHED OPENINGS: eliptical, tudor 
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Al-1/-8-011 

HE~H STEPER. B~IC.K. flovsie 

c4 511 J/ lt-ll€ Y /?.J 

.J()flN e, llELS4N 

~11'J)?? 
50VTlf eA5T 





1-V-IJ-Ol:JI 

H&t11 sr&Pc~ B~1c.~ #uvS£.. 
C.A-5# t/AI/£)' K/ 
JOHN £. J.1£t.Sli{ 

'}11/79 
NO~Tlllc/eST 





A-/-1/-8-0<-JI 

l-f£'ti1 STE/?ER.. 81<.1c~ HUVS.E 

Cl+-SJI Vl+-L.L.£Y Roi 

J"ONN E,. NE:t-. ~ tJIJ 

'1/t?/1?? 
Nof?.rB wes r 





/t/-t/-/J-OCJ/ 

/rEl..H 5TE'P£f<. 8A.1c~ lflJVS.E 

C.4-S# VAL.t£Y f<,{ 

JOlfJ.J £. NEt.. s dN 

6>)1?/?? 

h/tE s r 


