
AL-V-£3-097 
Gaston Stone House 
Gramlich Road, La Vale 
Ca. 1855 

Also referred to as the Beckman House, this 

is a stone house laid in coursed rubble bond some-

time near 1855. With numerous alterations and several 

additions and now showing three different types of 

wall construction on the northern facade, this house 

reveals a haphazard approach to home improvement. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

Gaston Stone House 
AND/OR COMMON 

Beckman House 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Gramlich Road 
CITY, TOWN 

La Vale 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLAss1FICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

-1<sulLDINGIS) XPRIVATE 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH 

X VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

X_occUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Terry Gaston (1974) 
STREET & NUMBER 

Gramlich Road 
CITY, TOWN 

La Vale 

X..YES RESTRICTED 

_YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

~ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Alleqany County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

30 Washington Street 
CITY, TOWN 

Cumberland 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Sixth 
COUNTY 

Allegany 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PAilK 

_EDUCATIONAL )(_PRIVATE RESIDE:NCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATIO'i 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 777_.9~1~4~8~~~-

STATE I Zl.p code 
t1aryland, 21502 

Liber #: 469 
Folio #: 613 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

-EXCELLENT 

-:X-GOOD 

_FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED 

__MLTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Gaston Stone House is located on the south side of Gramlich 
Road in LaVale, Allegany County, and is west of the Cash Valley Road 
intersection. 

The house consists of two portions that were constructed at different 
times. The original block consists of a one and a half story, three bay 
wide, rectangular shaped stone structure. The east addition consists of 
a one and a half story, two bay wide, rectangular shaped facade which is 
also constructed of stone. The stone construction is laid in courserl 
rubble bond and the facade is supported by a stone foundation. The roof 
of the entire facade is gabled and is covered by replaced asphalt shingles. 
Eaves exhibit boxed cornices and soffit on the additon while the original 
block features close verges. A single hipped dormer is placed on the 
north side of the addition. A louvered ventilator is also featured in the 
peak of the gable end on the east side. \Hndows in the house include !Jeqoed, 
double hung vwoden sash frames with six-over-six and three-over-three liahts 
with stone-lintels in the original block. The addition includes windows
exhibiting double hung >Woden sash frames ""ith one-over-one lights and 
single sash frames with side lights. Two main entrances are found on the 
north side of the house and they exhibit a h1enty two indl reveal vdth 
replaced door and transom light. An enclosed porch is [)laced on the east 
side and it is supoorted by brick piers. A •:rnoden portico is also found 
on the rear south side of the house. T~'lo replaced corbeled brick chimneys 
are located on the inside ends of both the main block and addition. 

The house is structurally sound, however it has been somewhat altered 
since original construction. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE AL-IJ-8 077 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION -LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 _AGRICULTURI; -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 ~RCHITECTURE -EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 _ART -ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

6_ 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- -COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES Ca. 1B55 BU I LDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

In 1833 Dr. Samuel P. Smith \A/as granted land in the Cash Valley area 
known as "lfodnesday 's ~fork" and "\foodland". 1 In 1854, what was prooably 
part of this land qrant 1-1as sold to F .M. Gramlich Sr. This area was 
known as "\'iednesday Hoar", "Britt's Adventure", and"Porter's Run" :.:'. 

Mr. Gramlich built a substantial stone house laid in coursed rubble 
sometime near 1855. This original rectangular structure featured double 
hung wooden sash framed windows 1-1ith six-over-six lights on the first floor 
and three-over-three lights on the second floor. Roof trim was constructed 
with close verges. 

Alterations since original construction include a large stone 
addition also laid in coursed rubble 1'lith a single.hipped dormer. An 
even later addition is an enclosed porch of frame construction. Two 
chimneys are located on the inside end of both the old and new portions 
of the house. The chimney of the oriqinal half of the house has been re
placed. 

Now showin~ three different types of wall construction on the northern 
facade this house reveals a haphazard approach to home improvement. The 
original section was constructed within the context of the environment 
and shows a cultural av1areness not present in the addi lions. 

1. Allegany County Land Records (Liber D, Folio 72) 

2. Allegany County Land Records (Liber 11, Folio 139) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



lfJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Allegany County Land Records Cumberland, t1ary land 21502 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _2_. 5_4 _____ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson and ~1illiam Pratt, Dave f)orsey 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Allegany County Hi0toric ~ites Survey 6/17/77 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

507 National Highway 777-5967 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

I a Yale Hary land 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 



TITLE SEAR~ 

Gaston Stone House 
AL-V-B-097 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 469, Folio 613 
Grantee: Terry L. Gaston et ux Date: March 18, 197 4 
Grantor: Ester J. Beckman (widow) Consideration: $23,000.00 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 178, Folio 242 
Grantee: John M. Beckman et ux Date: July 17,1937 
Granter: Phillip G. Freeland et ux Consideration: $2,000.00 
Notes: 61~ acres 

Allegany 
Grantee: 
Granter: 
Notes: 

County Deed: Liber 140, Folio 37 
Phillio G. Freeland et ux Date: May 24, 1920 
John F·. Hummel et ux Consideration: STAMP $4.00 

61~ acres 

Alleqany County Deed: Liber 126, Folio 86 
Grantee: John F. Hummel et ux Date: Jan. 17, 1919 
Granter: Harry B. Klosterman et ux Consideration: STAMP -$3.50 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 125, Folio 258 
Grantee: Harry B. Klosterman et ux Date: Aug. 21,1918 
Granter: F. Brooke Whiting et al Consideration: $2,825.00 
Notes: 175 acres Rittersville - a tract of land (Confirmatory Deed) 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 122, Folio 375 
Grantee: Harry B. Klosterman et ux Date: July 13, 1917 
Grantor: F. Arooke Whitinq et al Consideration: $2,825.00 
Notes: Trustees to sell land 

Allegany 
Grantee: 
Granter: 
Notes: 

County Deed: Liber 11, Folio 139 
F.M. Gramlich Sr. Date: Feb. 24, 1854 
Samuel P, Smith et ux Consideration: $1,000.00 

"Wednesday Moor", "Britts Adventure" and "Porters Run" 

----------·· ---··-· 



[),-\ TF:: 6/ l 7 /77 
~---,4~6~9~/h6~1~3------

2. 54 Acres 

Gaston Stone House (Beckman House) 

LOl~t\ TIUI~ OF Pl\OPCRTY: Gramlich Road, La Vale ---------'---------------------------
orm:cno0: D\ffLLll\G Ff'\CES: North 

------------------------------~ 

!\;\lit: OF 01.li\rn: Terry Gapton ( 1974) 777-9148 
----------~ 

;\[)DRESS: Gramlich Road 

_______________ La Vale, Maryl_a_n_d_2_1_5_lJ_2 ________________ _ 

1 'x ,1,,i' 
L, _,~, 'J ( ) (,' ) fli1. YS: J : :1 2 ) :.s(X ) 4 ( ) 5 ( ) 6 ( ) 7 ( 

• .. : 1_ • .·_.~_)" f1DCl i : ~ • . ._,. Larger 2 story on east side 18" \'/alls part frame/stone ----- ~-----------·-----

D'.'.'[l_Ll~~C SH,,\fl[; (o:;quare, cross, rectangular) 

W~LL CO~STRUCTION: 

( ) 
( ) 
( X) 
( ) 
( X) 

FH/lJ1l: 
BRICK: 
s f(Ji\[: 

LOG 
OHIER: 

Bevel, clapboard, weatherboard, wood shingles, board & batten 
Bond type - common, English, Flemish. Sketch variants. 
Bond type - rubblet ashlur (randon1 or regular), quoins-plain, 

oursed 

Coverings Abestos shinqles 

W~LL FEATURCS: Belt Course, Pilasters, Others Plain 

(type?) 

rusticated 

------------------· 
FOU.:OATIO>~S: 

\'I.I\ TEf~ TABLE: 

High, Lmv, Orick, Stone 

None, Plain, Beveled, Moulded Brick 

\'ilf\DCJ'.·IS, TRIM, SHUTTERS: l/l(X) 2/2( ) 6/6(X) 9/6( 
pegged(X) nailed(X) \vide( 

H:TR1\NCE, DOORS: LOCATION: North 
------,--~-----,-

HARDWARE: original( ) replaced(X) 

9/9() other(.1)3/3 
narrow( ) mitred( ) pediment( 

FAN LIGHT, TRANSOM, SIDE LIGHTS, PLAI~ 

Paneled, Vertic1e, Horizontal Board~; Replaced 

CUR~ICE, BARGE, CAVES: (crown, fascia, soffit, bed) Boxed cornice 
oriyinal( X) replaced( ) rafter ends, modillions, dentils, frieze, architrave 

I":~:•-: r;~1lJ!r· frcw1t, Cahlt• flank, flip, :Jt;•;d, t·:a~1'.~Tc·d, 

i-1·1 it:.:ini\L: v1uo1j shiri;Jlec;, s.lc1le, Lin, aspt1olL; 

Pm~CHES: SH/\P E OF HOOF - shed ( ) hip ( ) gable ( ) 

Cc,: l::lr2l, FlCJt, Dormers f,1 1 
original( ) replaced(X~)---

CHHi~TYS: Number: 2 Brick( X) Stone( ) Curbeled(X) original( ) replaced(X) 
Location: Flush end( ) Inside end(X) Outside end( ) Central( ) Interior( 

Af;CH[S: Duor & \'lindm1s: Keystone, Flat, Segmental, Semicircular 

co;-1: 1[!\TS: 

U:1E: Residence 
SI Ct.IF I CANC[: ArChi tecture 

----·-· 
Df'\ IT CONSTRUCTED: Ca_._J_855 _________ _ 
CO\DI f IUN: Good--

-----~~~---



I i: T [ f\ I U fl 
--·- --·-· ~--------

fL_UCJi: PLAi\: 

CUHR,\l ~li\Ll: 

SIDE Hr\LL: 
1\-10 rDcrw_;, each <;icJc; doub1(; p;irlur, one ~3_iclc 

Clnr:~ roor;1 dc~ep, L1-Jo roo:1c; deep 
HmECUU\f~ 

S H\li fri /\Y S : 

H\CLOSrn: Single flight, h10 fligl1t.~; v::i_ Lh hindjn;i 
OPEi\: Single flight, h-10 flights - 011e L:rncing, three flil]hts - h:o landin:J'-' 
DCJl;-LEC 

) PLASTER 
r ) P,'.\i\ELED: or_iginal; replaced 

) GDf'\RD PAf\TITID~: basebDilT'd, cornice, ch,1ir rci_il, 1·:oin~cot 

FIHU'Li\CES: 

r.u11srn ----
LCJ[ATIO~: parallel to walls, dingonnl 
1·1Ai~TELS: 1·10od mouldirig~_;, pil8slerE;, colun1ns, mason'.lry, marble 

0001\S: pam;led, boGrd and batten, flush 
----i-IAf~D\'/1\RE: original; replacc:cJ 

D 0 Of~ fx \'iI ND DVJ rn If.1 : 

( ) PLAIN 
( ) ARCH I TR AVE 
( ) SYMMETRIC with CORNER BLOCKS 
( ) r-LUTED 
( ) FLUTED with CORNER BLOCKS 
( ) ARCHED OPENINGS: eliptical, tudor 
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