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AL-V-B-098 
Gover Mission Sty le House 
National Hiqhway, LaVale 
Ca. 1930's 

The Gover House is located on the National Road, 

La Vale. The house was built basically in Spanish -

Mission Style which is normally associated with California, thus 

makinq the house unique in this area. The buildinq is 

two story, three bay wide, rectangular frame structure. 'I/all 

construction is stucco with a hip roof covered with tiles. 

Unique features are the huqh wooden sculptured brackets, 

located below the eaves, that qo around the house and 

the open air carport with flat roof supported by columns 

with Greek Doric Capitals. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

dNAME 
HISTORIC 

Gover Mission Style 
AND/OR COMMON 

llLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

National Highway 
CITY, TOWN 

La Vale ....)(... VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC XoccuP1ED 

~BUILDING(S) ~RIVA TE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _){YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

C.H. Gover 
STREET & NUMBER 

274 National Highway 
CITY, TOWN 

La Vale .x_ v1c1N1TY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Allegany County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

30 Washington Street 
CITY, TOWN 

Q1mberl and 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Sixth 
COUNTY 

Alleoany 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _ PA:lK 

_EDUCATIONAL }(PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _ TRANSPOP~ATIQ~; 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 724 4686 

STATE , Zl.p code 

MoH?}'lBR el' 21502 

Liber #: 250 
Folio #: 258 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL -5TATE _COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

}(_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETER I ORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

XuNALTERED 

__ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

_,X.ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Gover Mission Style House is located on the National Highway 
near La Vale, Alleaany County 

The building basically consists of a two story, three hay wide, 
rectangular frame structure. \fall construction is stucco. ~fall features 
are plain. A one story, rear, brick addition with flat roof abuts the 
main building on the south side; with a brick chimney located outside 
end. The building is supported by a low, .poured concrete foundation with 
a beveled water table. The roof of the building is original. It being 
a hio roof covered with tiles. Eaves of the roof exhibit wide soffit 
and large wooden brackets that qo around the building. \Hndows in the 
building are nailed, 1-iith one-over-one and three-over- one lights. 
Window trim features stone lugs ills. The main buildinq 's chimney is 
replaced; brick with corbeled cap; and interior located. The main entrance 
is on the northwest facade with original hardware. The building has a 
front portico, pedimented, whose roof is covered with tile and supnorted 
by stucco columns. A special feature of the building is an open air 
carport with flat roof, supported by columns with Greek Doric Capitals 
located on the west side of the building. 

The building is structurally sound and retains most of its original 
appearance. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 
~ L - V - /3 -- 0 J j 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

_1800-1899 

~1900-

-ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

-AGRICULTURE 

LRCHITECTURE 

-ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFICDATES Ca. 1930 ,s 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EX PLO RATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

The Gover i1ission Sty le House is located on the National Road, 
La Vale. (The National Road was thl first federal funded internal public 
improvement project in the U.S.) 

Several thinqs are unusual about this house. First, it was built 
during the 30's, the depression years, a time when not much buildinq was 
going on in this area. Second, the main architectural style used in the 
building >vas Mission Sty le, normally associated with California, making 
this l1ouse quite unique in this area. The Gover House features stucco 
wall construction, hip roof covered with tiles and other things that make 
it consistent with mission-style architecture. Outstanding features include 
a front portico; pedimented, large wooden,brackets that go around the 
house and an open air carport sunported by columns \'Ii th Greek Doric Cani tals. 

1. Harry Stegmaier, Jr., Allegany C~unty-A History (Parsons,W.Va.: 
McCalin Printing Co., 1976) 

2. Norval vlhite. The Architecture Book (New York : Alfred A. Knoof, 
Inc., 1976) p. 200 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Allegany County Land Records Cumberland, Maryland 21502 

Stegmaier Jr., Harry. Alleganv County-A llistory. p s 11 v ·1 Cl · _ _ _ ar ans, <' • a. : , c a1n 
Printing, Co. , 19 76 
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II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _ __,_7_,5_1...,.x ..... J ..... 8 ..... 5_1 __ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Nelson and William Pratt _ ___cc:__---=.:...:__....::....::'-'.-------------------------
0 R GAN I Z AT ION DATE 

Allegany County Historic Sites Survey 6/17/77 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

507 National Highway 777-5967 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

1 a Vale Mary' and 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS• 1101 



Gover Mission Style House 
AL-V-B-098 

Tl TLE SEARCH 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 250, Folio 258 
Grantee: Nancy Hammond Bean Oate: May 2, 1953 
Granter: Marian Hammond McVicker et vir Consideration: $10,000.00 
Notes: Part of a tract called "Promised Land" (Johnathon Dax 1806) 

Allegany County Will: Liber X, Folio 70 
Grantee: Marian Hammond McVicker et vir Date: Dec. 2, 1950 
Granter: Daisy A. Hammond (mother) (widow) 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 121, Folio 594 
Grantee: Daisy A. Hannond et vir Date: April 13, 1917 
Granter: Richard J. Beqgs et ux 

Alleqany County Deed: Liber 108, Folio 28 
Grantee: Richard J. Beggs et ux Date: May 6, 1911 
Granter: Real Estate and Building Co. of Cumberland, MD. 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 70, Folio 279 
Grantee: Real Estate and Buildinq Co. of Cumberland, MD. Date: May 27, 1891 
Granter: Henry J. Glick et ux 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 69, Folio 146 
Grantee: Henry J. Glick et ux Date: Oct. 28, 1890 
Granter: Henry Wieqaud et ux Consideration: $600.00 

Allegany County Deed: Uber 6 4, Folio 284 
Grantee: Henry Wiegaud Date: July 29, 1887 
Granter: Laura V. McKaig Watts et vir Consideration: $1,000.00 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 53, Folio 167 
Grantee: Laura V. McKaig Watts et vir Date: July 5, 1879 
Granter: Elizabeth A. McNamee et vir 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 51, Folio 366 
Grantee: Elizabeth A. McNamee and Laura V. McKaig Watts Date: Dec. 22, 1877 
Granter: Emily and Anna Eckles (wife and daughter of Sammuel Eckles) (deceased) 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 9, Folio 491 
Grantee: Sammuel Eckles Date: June 8, 1853 
Granter: Mount Savage Iron Company 
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Draslic, rnoclsu1te, minor 

r,\'.'.c_ LlF PFmPEfHY: Gover Mission Stvle House 

D.\ I[: 6/17 /77 
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lOCAlION OF PROPERTY: National Hiqhway 

Northwest 

C.H. Gover 724-4686 

274 National Highway 

La Vale, Maryland 21502 

x 

. ' r . _; , i ,_ ~ . _; • 

---· - ----------- ---- Rear brick addition 

(squ<He, ere,~~';, rectangular) 

WALL CONSTRUCTION: 

>¢ F RAf.\[: 
( ) BRICK: 
( ) srm.J~: 

( ) LOG 
(X) OTflCR: 

Bevel, clc1pboard, \'ieGtherhmirc!, 1·10oci shiric;ilr:s, bocH'd & b:cilten (type?) 
Bernd type - comtnon, Engljsh, F Jcmi~>\1. Sketcl1 VLir_ianb;. 
OomJ type - rubble, ashlar (rc.;ndor~1 or rcCJular), quojris-plciiri, rw>ticated 

Coverings Stucco 

\'/ALL FEATURf~S: Belt Course, Pilasters, Others Plain -------
High, Lm1, Brick, Stone Pour concrete 

1,;A TEf\ TABLE: None, Plain, Reveled, Moulded Brjck 

\·llf\DO';/~;, TRIM, SHUTTERS: 1/1( X) 2/2( ) 6/6( ) 9/6( 
pegged( ) nailed( X) wide( 

ENTRA~CE,DOORS: LOCATION: Northwest 
f/ARD\'/ARE: original()( ) replaced( ) 

9/9( ) othcr(X) 
narrow( ) mitred( 

FAN LIGHT, TRANSOM, SIDE LIGHTS, PLAIN 
Paneled, Verticlc, Horizontal Boards 

CORNICE, BARGE, EAVES: (crm·m, foscia, soffit. bed) Brackets 

3/1 
pPdimer·,t( 

original( ) replaced( ) rafter ends, modillions, dentils, frieze, architrave 

i1nid\It\L: 
fro:1t, c;2bl~ flciilk, 3, Sh<?CL r:~_111sauJ, C:--,;rh''i~L Fhd' D,:JI'l!!C?T'C /; ________ _ 

1·moJ ~;!1iriglc;s, s1;:__:Le, tin. cis:1halt; Tile origindl~) replacE:->ci( ) 

PORCHES: SHAPE OF ROOF - shed( ) hip( ) gable(~ Tile 

CHJi.li<t:YS: Number: 2 Brick(X) Stone( ) Corbeled(X) original( ) repbced(x) 
Location: Flush end( ) Inside end( ) Outside end( ) Central( ) Interior(x) 

AR CHE~;: Door & ~indows: Keystone, Flat, Segmental, Semicircular 

USE: Residence 

SI Cl:It I Cl\NC[: Architecture 
DATE CONSTRUClED: 1930's 
[0\DITION: Good 



1 ~; T l~ R I 0 f\ -------------

CEl'HRAL fP,LL: 
SIDE H.c\LL: 

h;o rooms, coch sicle; double parlor, one side 
One room deep, l1vu rou:n0 deep 

IRR EGU L;'\f\ 

Sl;\1 t(.ii\YS: 

ENCLOSED: Single flighl, two flights with landing 
OPt:~~: Single flight, hm fJiqlits - one landing, three flights - hm l<:rndingc'> 
l)C:~-LL:C 

: l ,' 
. l 

PLAS rm 
PA\EL[D: original; repluced 
80,.'\RD P/\fnITIOi'-1: baseboard, cornice, chair rciil, 1:ainscot 

kli·IBE!\ -------
L UCATIOr\: parallel to 11alls, diagonal 
ti;\NTELS: vJOod mouldings, pilasters, colurnr1s, rn8sonary, marble 

DCJClR~~: paneled, board <rnd bLJtlen, flush 
----HA"rm;·JAflE: origin=il; replaced 

DOOR & WINDOW TRIM: 

( ) PU\IN 
( ) 1-'\RCHI TR AVE 
( ) SYMMETRIC 1~i th CORNER BLOCKS 
( ) FLUlED 
( ) FLUTED with CORNER BLOCKS 
( ) ARCHED OPENINGS: eliptical, hidor 
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