
AL-V-B-100 
National Road 
1806 - 1818 

Increased migration and settlement in the Midwest early 

in the nineteenth century prompted the first federally-funded in-

ternal improvement in the United States, the National Road. Legis-

lation passed in 1806 authorized construction of the 130 mile road 

that reached Wheeling in 1818 and which was later extended further 

westward. A State Highway Administration sign in LaVale identifies 

the National Road. Inns and bridges along the original road still 

remain, but little fabric of the original road still exists. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
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HISTORICAL MARKERS 

The National Road 
(called the Cumberland Road) 

was the first of the Internal improvements under­
taken by the United States Government. Surveys were 
authorized in 1806 over the route of "Braddock's Road" 
which followed "Nemacolin's Path" and Indian trail, 
over which George Washington traveled in 1754 to Fort Le Boeuf. 

(SRC) Rt. 40 west - near Library (Old State Police 
Barracks) La Vale, Md. 

[Hazel G. Hansrote] 
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4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AN[' DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 

L4A~ National Road 

This famous highway was the first internal improvement undertaken by the 
Federal Government and is therefore historically important as the first federally 
financed road. Used by the pioneers as the main route to the Ohio Valley, \ 
it was survayed in 1806 over the route of Braddock's Road and Nemacolin Trail, 
over which George Washington had traveled to Fort LeBoeuf as early as 1754. 
The State Roads Commission has placed a marker on the National Highway at 

Grant's Drive in LaVale. 
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