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National Road
1806 — 1818

Increased migration and settlement in the Midwest early
in the nineteenth century prompted the first federally-funded in-
ternal improvement in the United States, the National Road. Legis-—
lation passed in 1806 authorized construction of the 130 mile road
that reached Wheeling in 1818 and which was later extended further
westward. A State Highway Administration sign in LaVale identifies
the National Road. Inns and bridges along the original road still

remain, but little fabric of the original road still exists.
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A State Highway Administration sign in La Vale identifies the
National Roard. Inns and bridages along the orininal road still remalin

but little fabric of the original road still exists.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Inereased migratien andsettlement in the !lidwest early in the nine-
teenth century prompted the first federally Funded internal improvement-
the National Road. Legislation passed in 1806 authorized construction
of the 130 mile road that reached Wheeling in 181B.

The road oringinally followed Braddock's first route over Haystack

" Hountain but was changed in the 1§3°'s to travel through the Narrows.

The original road, from Cumberland to Wheeling, was later extended

further westward.

1, Harry Stegmaier, Jr., Allegany County-A flistory (Parsens, West Virginia:
" HMeClain Printing, Co., 1976) pp 100-104,
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HISTORICAL MARKERS

The National Road
(called the Cumberland Road)

was the first of the Internal improvements under-
taken by the United States Government. Surveys were
authorized in 1806 over the route of "Braddock's Road"
which followed "Nemacolin's Path" and Indian trail,
over which George Washington traveled in 1754 to Fort Le Boeuf,

(SRC) Rt. 40 west - near Library (014 State Police
Barracks) lLa Vale, Md.

[Hazel G. Hansrote]
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