ABSTRACT

AL-VEBE-101

MASON-DIXON LINE: MILESTONE NO. ---(169) 1766/1767 (area surveyed/marked)
Ellerslie, Maryland 1902 (new replica crownstone set
Public/private at additional site)

Milestone No. ---(169L/%nr%g%i%%wﬁrggnﬁifggslie, marks a point on Mason and Dixon's
West Line close to 158 miles from the northeast corner of Maryland, the beginning

of their 230.,228-mile West Line. The monument is an embellished magnesian limestone
post with a low pyramidal top, quarried and carved by the Beaver Dam Marble Co.

in Cockeysvilig,iﬁD?xgﬁligaﬁ.cof%}&%ggﬂrg%rg%gu%ei2 gﬁ%ﬁggrg&ﬁare , Stands about

17 inches above ground; and, like the original crownstones,; has vertical fluting
with horizontally-fluted margins on all four sides, with the stylized shield of

the Penn family'coat of arms on the north side facing Pennsylvania and that of the
Calvert family Bn the south side facing Maryland. In addition, on the east side

is the year 1766 (when this area was preliminarily surveyed) and 1902 on the west
side (when this site was established and monumented during the 1900-03 Resurvey

of the Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary)s This crownstone is significant on the
national and state levels primarily as one of the thematic group series of some

248 markers still visually defining the West Line, the boundary later known as

the Mason-Dixon Line, famous for its historical impact and innovative survey methods,
Locally, as one of 37 monuments marking the present Allegany/Fulton-Bedford-Somerset
county boundary, it is also significant symbolically for its identifiable
relationship to the colonial and Civil War heritage of these counties, and one

of the few so conveniently accessible to the public, Of interest, also, is the

fact that it was provided by the Historical Society of Penmnsylvania in Philadelphia
as an exchange for the/ggfégﬁgfeggownstong, No. 115({{9%4“%%%%&%{?“é§$32k%ﬁ2 ooRm Lo
society in 1902,
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DESCRIPT[ON Survey No. AL-VB-101

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

—{EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED X UNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD _RUINS __ALTERED _MOVED DATE___
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED X additional site J

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Milestone No. ---(169) was a new crowngggﬁéyﬁhen set in 19027éti%nE%%8£€%%ﬁal
site on Mason and Dixon's West Line during the 1900-03 Resurvey of the Maryland-
Pennsylvania boundary; It is an embellished Cockeysville marble post with a
low pyramidal top; is in excellent condition, firmly set, unaltered; measures
12 inches square, stands about 17 inches above ground; and, like the original
crownstones, has vertical fluting with horizontally-fluted margins on all four
sides, with the stylized shield of the Penn family coat of arms on the north
side facing Pennsylvania and that of the Calvert family on the south side facing
Maryland. In addition, on the east side is the year 1766 (when this area was
preliminarily surveyed) and 1902 on the west side (when this site was established

and monumented by the Resurvey).

The area here is the center of the small town of Ellerslie, FMD, in the
low-lying Wills Creek valley between Wills. Mountain to the east and Little
Allegheny Mountain to the west, The site is within Election District 20 of
Allegany County, MD, and Londonderry Township of Bedford County, PA; about 440 ;)
feet west of the preceding monument No. ---(168); west of Wills Creek, the B&O
and Penn Central railroads; at a point about 20 feet west of MD 35/PA 96 at the
Line, in the front lawn of Redeemers United Church of Christ, about 3 feet above
street level. It can be easily seen from the road, all seasons, and seems to

be locally protected.

The monument, as with Milestone Nos 50 (53) the crownstone replica in
Baltimore County, was quarried and carved in Cockeysville, MD, by the Beaver
Dam Marble Co./&ﬁd;gga of a white, fine-grained marble called saccharoidal
dolomite or magnesian limestone. Both replicas were provided in a formal
exchange for original crownstones given at that time to the Maryland Historical
Society (No. 50) and the Historical Society of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia
(No. 115). This Ellerslie replica has chips at the top corners (particularly
the northwest and southeast), but the top planes with fluting and apex are

otherwise intact, as are the shields, fluting and numbers,

(see Thematic Group National Register nomination form for full descriptions of

the several kinds of new monuments set in 1902 and the Resurvey method oi ) )

securing them; see Maryland Historical Trust inventory file for copies o 8
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY correspondence concerning the

replica/original crownstone exchange)
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~1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE

—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —_SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MIUTARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
3-1700-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING —MmusiC __THEATER
%-1800-1898 __COMMERCE L EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _ PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
3£-1900- __COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY Z_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT LOTHER (SPECIFY)

__INVENTION boundary surveying

SPECIFIC DATES

lééé/l?gﬁ (area aurVeyedﬂr
1902 (new monument set)

Charles Mason and Jeremiah Dixon

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Milestone No. ~--=(169) is significant on the national and state levels
primarily ac one of the some 248 markers of the thematic group series still
visually defining Mason and Dixon's West Line, the 230.228-mile boundary later
knovn as the Mason-Dixon Line, famous for its historical impact and innovative
survey methods. This part of the Line was preliminarily surveyed in 1766,
marked at irregular intervals with cairns and additional wood posts the
following year, and the present site on the lLine established and monumented
in 1902 with a new Cockeysville marble crownstone replica during the 1900~03
Resurvey of the Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary. Locally, as one of 37 markers
along the present Allegany/Fulton-Bedford-Somerset county boundary, No. ---(169)
is also significant for its identifiable relationship to the colonial and
Civil War heritage of these counties, and one of the few so conveniently

accessible

HISTORY AND SUPPORT (see Thematic Group National Register nomination form)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY




: Survey No. AL-VB-101
EIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

(see Thematic Group National Register nomination form)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
EUIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _-€55 than one acre

Quadrangle name: Cumberland (Maryland-Pennsylvania-West Virginia), USGS 7.5
minute series (topographic), 1949 photorev., 1974, scale 1:24000

UTM reference: zone 17, easting 69069, northing 439916

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION N/A

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE Maryland county  Allegany
SIATE Pennsylvania : COUNTY  Bedford
EEl FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Alice Martin (volunteer, Mason and Dixon's West Line boundary marker surveyor)
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust and Maryland Geological Survey 842/81 (site resurveyed)
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
14308 Mount Avenue (301) 472-2128
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Phoenix Maryland 21131

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
. by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the

Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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