The Cumberland Paper Company
AL-V-B-105

Locust Grove, Cumberland
1890

Paper manufacturing began at this site on the western
edge of the Narrows in 1890 when the Potomac Paper Company
built a brick paper mill. The company produced pulp wood
and paper "of all kinds", employing more than one hundred
men. When the mi1l was sold to the Cumberland Paper Company
in 1892 it was described as a "Sulphite Pulp and Paper Mill."
An industrial directory of Cumberland published in 1899
estimated the mill's capacity to be "ten tons per day".

The Cumberland Paper Company operated the mill until 1902
when it was sold to a West Virginian firm. Months later

it was again sold to the Maryland Paper Company of Allegany
County which became "financially embarrassed". The
machinery of the mill was sold at auction and the buildings
were abandoned. After decades of neglect all that remains
are mounds of bricks and a tall smoke stack.
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A1l remaining of this industrial complex is a series of stone
retaining walls, some brick walls and mounds of brick, and a brick
furnace with a tall stack. The furnace and stack are made of brick
laid in american common bond in random variations. It rests on a
low stone foundation of coursed rock faced ashlar. The first stage
of the structure is square to an approximate heights of twenty feet.
At that point point it tapers in to a square stone base upon which
the round stack rests. The tapered stack rises to an approximate
height of one hundred and fifty feet. At a brick belt approximately
thirty feet from the top it flanges out and is topped with a conical
cap. Circular openings on the north and west of the first stage have
round arches of double row header bricks.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Paper manufacturing began at this site on the western edge of
the Narrows in 1890 when the Potomac Paper Company built a brick
paper mi1l. (1) The history of the mi1l is interesting because
of the five companies which produced paper there during it's
fourteen years of existence, only one, the Cumberland Paper
Company managed to stay in business for more than two years.

The Potomac Paper Company was incorporated in 1889, during
an era of optimistic industrial expansion in Allegany County. (2)
Easily accessible and relatively inexpensive supplies of high-
grade coal and an excellent transportation network made the area
"an attractive place to produce goods for a growing national
economy." (3) The company produced pulp wood and paper "of alil
kinds", employing more than one hundred men. (4) 1In 1892 the
mill was sold to the Cumberland Paper Company which manufactured
paper there until 1902. The deed transferring the mill describes
it as a "Sulphite Pulp and Paper Mi11" with machinery including
seven large engines, eighteen dryers, revolving reels, cutters,
winders, four large digesters, a battery of four boilers, and an
acid plant. (5) An industrial directory of Cumberland published
;n 189% gstimated the capacity of the mi1l to be "ten tons per

ay." (6

The mi1l was sold in 1902 to a West Virginia firm, the Maryland
Paper Company, which three months later conveyed it to the Maryland
Paper Company of Allegany County. (7) The latter firm was "financially
embarrassed" within three months when it admitted it couldn't pay its
employees or creditors, of which there were many. The Recievers of
the business continued the production of paper, which remained
uninterrupted throughout the different conveyances. After managing
the mill themselves for a few months the Recievers leased the
business to the Southern Paper Company of Allegany County which
within three months was also financially embarrassed. (8)

(contd.)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Although the employees and managers of the mill were convinced that with
sound business practices they could produce paper profitably, the business
was permanently closed in July of 1903. (9)

The mi1l was sold at auction to the Cumberland Paper Company which
salvaged the machinery and abandoned the buildings. (10) After decades
of neglect all that remains are mounds of bricks and a tall brick
smoke stack in almost excellent condition.

Allegany County Certificate of Incorporation Liber 1, Folio 111
) Harry I. Stegmaier, Jr. et al., Allegany County, A History (Parsons
W. Va.: McClain Printing Company) p. 220
(4) Certificate of Incorporation Liber 1, Folio 111 and Stegmaier, p.220
g 3 Allegany County Land Records, Liber 72, Folio 697 and Liber 90, Folio 190
Sam Griffin, Cumberland -Its Industries and Its Men, The Independent
Industrial and Historical Edition (Cumberland: The Independent Publishing Co.,
July T10,T899)
(7) Allegany County Land Records, Liber 91, Folio 190 and Liber 90 and Folio 567
(8) Allegany County Equity Case #5340

59 Ibid
10) Tbid

g1g Allegany County Land Records, Liber 72, Folio 697
2
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Cumberland Paper Company
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Allegany County Deed: Liber 188, Folio 609

Grantee: Cumberland Cement & Supply Date: December 17, 1940
Grantor: Allegany County Commissioners Consideration: $600.00
Notes: 13% acres known as "01d Paper Mill"

Allegany County Deed: Liber 188, Folio 305
Grantee: Allegany County Commissioners Date: October 29, 1940
Grantor: George G. Young, tax collector Consideration: $394.00

Miscellaneous docket of the Circuit C ourt of Allegany County #1739

Grantee: George G. Young, Tax Collector Date: July 20, 1939
Grantor: Maryland Wood, Fiber, Plaster and Supply Company
Notes: Grantor paid no taxes between 1936 and 1938, mentions an

old brick building in very bad repair.

Allegany County Deed: Liber 97, Folio 682
Grantee: Maryland Wood, Fiber, Plaster and Supply Company Date: July 31,1905
Grantor: Cumberland Paper Company Consideration: $8,326.25

Allegany County Deed: Liber 95, Folio 440

Grantee: Cumberland Paper Company Date: July 22, 1904
Grantor: Maryland Paper Company of Allegany County Consideration: $26,000.0(
Notes: Transfered by receivers as shown in Allegany County

Equity Case #5340, Recievers leased paper mill to
Southern Paper Co. of Allegany County from May to June
when that company also went out of business.

Allegany County Deed: Liber 90, Folio 567

Grantee: Maryland Paper Co of Allegany County Date: August 5, 1902
Grantor: Maryland Paper Company Consideration: $102,000
Notes: Grantor a company from West Virginia

Allegany County Deed: Liber 91, Folio 190
Grantee: Maryland Paper Company Date: May 14, 1902
Grantor: Cumberland Paper Company Consideration: $102,000




Cumberland Paper Co. cont.

Allegany County Deed: Liber72, Folio 697
Grantee: The Cumberland Paper Company
Grantor: The Potomac Paper Company

Allegany County Deed: Liber 69, Folio 60
Grantee: Potomac Paper Company
Grantor: Union Mining Company

AL-v-B- 105

Date: December 31, 1892
Consideration: $37,500.00

Date: September 4, 1890
Consideration: $2,500.00
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