
AL-V-B-110 
Orndorf Board and Batten 
Route 36 near Mount Savage 
1860's-1870's 

Orndorf Board and Batten is located in the northeastern 
section of the Georges Creek mining region. It was probably built 
shortly after the Civil War when coal companies of the area were 
experiencing a boom in business. Many buildings built by the coal 
companies or the miners themselves were board and batten structures. 
In this isolated part of the coal region it stands as a reminder of 
the way of life experienced by miners of western Allegany County. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Orndorf Board and Batten is located on the south side of 
Jennings Run east of Mount Savage. 

The building consists of a rectangular, two story, three 
bays wide frame structure with board and batten. It rests on a 
low stone foundation of random rubble with no apparent water table. 
The gable flank roof is covered with tar paper. EaYes consist of 
a close overhang with a frieze. An interior brick chimney with a 
corbeled cap is original. 

A two paneled door in the center of the northern facade 
is the main entrance. Windows are six over six lights pegged. 
The front porch has been removed. A shed addition is on the 
south. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Orndorf Board and Batten is located in the northeastern 
section of the Georges' Creek mining region. It was probably 
built shortly after the civil war when coal compainies of the 
area experienced a boom in business. (1) The house is near 
the Parker Vein Coal Company 1 s"mining village of Barelville. 11 (2) 
Even closer were the Mount Savage George's Creek Coal Company's 
number one mine and the Potomac Coal Company's Cassanave Mine. (3) 

Many of the buildings built for miners by the coal companies 
or by the miners themselves were board and batten structures. In 
this area that is isolated from the heart of the coal region it 
stands as a reminder of a way of life experienced by the coal 
miners of Western Maryland. 

(1) 

(2) 

( 3) 

Katherine Harvey, The Best Dressed Miners,Life and Labor in the 
Maryland Coal Region, 1835-1910. Ithaca Cornell University Press, 1969 p-78 
Ibid. p.77 

Harry Stegmaier, et al. Allegany County-A History (Parsons W Va.: 
McClain Printing Co.) pp 306-307 
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David A. Dorsey, Historic Sites Coordinator 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Allegany County Historic Sites June 7, 1979 
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3 Pershing Street 777-5944 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
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