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Pratt Farm 
Federal Hill, Mount Savage 
1820's 

The Pratt Farm was originally settled by John Barncord around 
1823. He built the log portion of the farmhouse. James Pratt 
purchased the farm in 1875 after Barncord added two other tracts in 
the 1840's. It has been farmed by Pratt's descendants for more than 
one hundred years. 

The original cabin, a larger log addition, a smokehouse, and a 
barn are all constructed of logs with locally popular 11 V11 notching. 
All buildings on the farm have original roofs of wooden shakes. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Pratt Fann is located on Federal Hill, southeast of Mount Savage. 

The building originally consisted of a one and one-half story, two bays 
wide log structure with 11 V11 notching and mud chinking covered with gennan­
siding. It rests on a high foundation of random rubble stone with a plain 
water table. The gable flank roof is covered with wooden shingles. Original 
eaves consist of rafter ends. A large outside end stone chimney is original. 
The door and windows have been removed. A shed roofed porch with wooden 
shingles has collapsed. 

A two and one half story, two bays wide addition abuts the original 
on the east. Wall construction is of logs with 11 V11 notching and mud 
chinking covered with german siding. It rests on a low foundation of 
random rubble stone with a plain water table. The gable flank roof is 
covered with wooden shingles. Eaves consist of a box cornice with soffit 
and returns. The addition has an interior brick chimney. 

An addition abuts the log addition on the north. Wall construction is 
frame with german siding. It rests on a high foundation of random ashlar 
stone with a plain water table. The gable flank roof is covered with wooden 
shingles. Eaves consist of a box cornice with soffit and returns. A brick 
chimney is in the center of the frame addition. Windows are pedimented 
pegged, two over two lights with fluted jambs and wooden lugsills. 

What is probably a log smoke house with 11 V11 notching and mud chinking is 
west of the Fannhouse. It rests on a high foundation of random rubble 
stone and has an excellent wooden shingle roof. Poles are hung across the 
interior of this smoke house. Hooks hanging on the poles consist of a piece 
of vine with a sharpened piece of wood wrapped around the pole. 

A large log barn southeast of the farmhouse is open in the middle. It 
rests on a random rubble stone foundation and has a wooden shingle roof, 
now collapsed. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1820 1 s BUILDER/ARCHITECT John Barncord 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

One tract of land that is part of the Pratt Farm is 
"Military Lot 3386, 11 which was patented to George Sapp in 
1801.{lJ Sapp's name appears iQ ~ 1788 list of settlers 
living west of Fort Cumberland.l2J He had settled elsewhere 
before receiving this tract, one of several thousand fifty 
acre tracts set aside for veterans of the American Revolution.(3) 
Sapp sold the tract and another six years later to Jacob Fare 
whol sold them to John Barncord in 1822. (4) 

Barcord settled the land and built)the original log portion 
of the Farmhouse shortly after 1823. {5 James Pratt purchased 
the farm in 1875 after Barncord had added two other tracts in 
the 1840 1 s.(6) It has been farmed by Pratt's descendants for 
more than one hundred years. The current owner recalls that 
his uncle, a former owner, stated that John Barncord 1 s log 
house was standing in 1875 when James Pratt purchased the 
farm. (7) 

The original cabin, a larger addition, a smokehouse, and 
a barn are all constructed of logs joined with the locally 
prevalent 11 v•,• notching. All of these buildings and a later 
frame addition have roofs of wooden shakes which are rare for 
the area. The Pratt Farm stands as a physical reminder of the 
resourcefulness of the early settlers of the mountains of western 
Allegany County. 

1. Allegany County Land Records Liber 93, Folio 145 
2. Will H. Lowdermilk, History of Cumberland( Baltimore: Regional Publishing 

Company} p.265 
3. Allegany County Land Records, Liber P, Folio 214 and Harry I. Stegmaier, 

et al., Allegany County, A History (Parsons, W. Va. :McClain Printing Co.} 
P.83 

4. Allegany County Land Records, Liber E. Folio 233 and Liber L, Folio 471 
5. Allegany County Assessments Liber 1813-1824, Folio 237 and Liber 1825-1832, 

Folio 193 
6. Allegany County Land Records, Liber 93, Folio 145 
7. Interview with William R. Pratt, May 15, 1979 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Allegany County Land Records 
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Lowdermilk, Will H. History of Cumberland. Baltimore: Regional Publishing Co., 1971 
Reprint of 1878 edition 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ___ .... 2_._l ..._3_.A~c ..... r ....... e .... s._ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

David A. Dorsey, Historic Sites Coordinator 
ORGANIZATION Allegany County Historic Sites May15, 1979 
STREET & NUMBER 

3 Pershing Street 
CITY OR TOWN 

Cumberland ST,TE Mary and 21502 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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Pratt Fann 
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TITLE SEARCH 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 443, Folio 4 
Grantee: William R. Pratt and Evelyn F. Pratt 
Granter: Anna M. Pratt et al 
Notes: "Pratt Fann" 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 435, Folio 814 
Grantee: Anna M. Pratt et al 
Granter: John A. Pratt 
Notes: This deed filed in 1969 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 156, Folio 439 
Grantee: Richard A. Pratt and Jane A. Pratt 
Granter: Hazel F. Pratt 
Notes: Widow of Joseph A. Pratt 

A 11 egany County Deed: Li ber: 149, Fo 1 io 316 
Grantee: Joseph A. Pratt, et ux 
Granter: Richard A. Pratt, et ux 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 93, Folio 145 
Grantee: Richard A. Pratt 
Granter: James A. Pratt 
Notes; This deed lists all previous deeds and patents 

Allegany County Deed: Liber 44, Folio 328 
Grantee: James Pratt 
Granter: John Barncord and Sarah Barncord 

Allegany County Deed: Liber L, Folio 471 
Grantee: John Barncord 
Granter: Jacob Fare 
Notes: Lots mentioned in this deed and Liber 93, Folio 145 

are "Mi 1 itary Lot 3386 11 and "Climb the Hi 11 11 

Allegany County Assessments: Liber 1813-1824 Folio 237 
"Climb the Hill" and Military Lot 3386 "Both 
assessed at 47 cents per acre. 

Allegany County Assessments Liber 1825-1832 Folio 193 
"Climb the Hill" and "military Lot 3386 "Both 
assessed at one dollar per acre . 

Date: December 27,1973 

Date: March 4, 1946 

Date: June 24, 1926 

Date: January 1, 1925 
Consideration: $1 ,500 

Date: June 26, 1903 

Date: April 9, 1875 
Consideration: $9,000 

Date: April 30, 1822 
Consideration: $900 

Date Assessed 1823 

Date Assessed 1825 
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REMODELING: 

DIRECTION DWELLING FACES=~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

NAHE OF OWNER: ~JILLI 1/1{ '!(, )?/J\ IT < r I 71:.),i( IK Ali . .Jrv I JA 
ADDRESS : f<!.3/ .,,,, 2/.3 4 (YU# r?? ;&uf'.> I dry la3 
t1l~<L\\·1Ltf6@ii(2:A1f S1~ .. 'JK ~ ~f(rl?J~f1J· 

STORIES : l J? 2() 3() 4() 5() 6() BAYS : 1() 2(-·l 3() 4( 5() 6() 7() () 

\'IINGS, ADDITIONS :11 orl[ ~}J; rs ORJ6. lC'65 4J/I/ itiOfdi ru..d. - Q sloi>{. d J3 c.u/.5 /J , 
{. vW /2 R Alu1-7}t;J(/cfl 1 SS QX~; U: 5of~; f - .f'rlftM 01. .f3 l'11 '/.IJ Ch

1 ~ 
m~ELLING SHAPE : (square, cros1, rectangular) i//,. '2 ,...._j f 

6•1 rv :ft-~ f~J.. Wt~dllll'~ l,.I I "-tiJ'-rf l,llj'f>l,'~;m. rf vr1l15 ~ -77~1 ~As~~l'\ 
\·/All CONSTRUCTION :(p,tdwJ af~ . f/'uf,1.£ ¥~97 5fdu, >Mt~ i/COF/ dJco e 1J'CkT£ 

( ) FRAME : Bevel, clapboar~weatherboard , wood s~ingles, board & bait (type?) 
( ) BRICK : Bond type - common, English, Flemish . Sketch variants . 
( } STONE: B?~d typ~l rubble, ashlaf (random or regular), quoins-pla· , rusticated 

( '11 LOG v LA-J tO\U!& Mtl•{ (Jll"llAAit 
(\A OTHER : Coverings {jRJYlll'la'.t/ SidJ.MJ 

tf ~/ALL FEATURES : Belt CoursJ, Pilasters, Others ?-~ c •1t1 'c..i,..;.";:~~ 
FOUNDATIONS : ~O\·I, Brick,~4~~~1 ~s:.z;6rrr ~ ~4.. 
\·/ATER TABLE: None, ~ev~uided Brick 

\'/INDO\'/S, TRIM, SHUTTERS: 1/1( ) 2/2( ) 6/6( ) 9/6( ) 9/9( ) other( ) 
- pegged( ) nailed( ) wide( ) narro\·t( ) mitred( ) pediment( ) 

ENTRANC[ J DOORS : LOCATION : L~f r..e-v'l'fCTU .. ('cl ~ ( "-
HAfW\·/ARC: original( ) replaced( ) ~ ;---:._ ~ ~. 
FAN LIGHT, TRANSOM, SIDE LIGllTS, PLAIN C G-._ _ ~" 
Paneled , Vertical, Horizontal Boards ~ ~~ 

COR~ICE, BARGEvEAVES : (ci:.o.w-n~ia, soffit, bed) ~ °N? w 
origina1(0' replaced( ) rafter en® , fa~~·~~~~ze , architr~~ i 

ROOF: Gable front, ' Gable flank, · , hed, ~kt'nsard, Gambre'l~ ff at, ..Dormers # ___ _ 
HATER1AL: ''(!ood shing es , ate, tin,, asphalt;;:,.~~ original(0 replaced( ) ~ 

- ~h1~(/ p:7f'!t'1 (~l fY'1 l:Jc;i 'J 
PORCllCS: SHAPE OF ROOF - shed ( ) hip ( ) gable ( ) _d 
CHlllNEYS : Number: J Brick( ) StoneJ Corbeled( ) or.iJ.final(/replac~~ 

Location : Flush end( ) Inside end( ) Outside end(\11 Central( ) I~t~~ ,::: . 
l/t!b'[ 'd 

r ;:,~':::;5, DoD; w~::'h~ K~;;_n•~l~tR ~j~i~L.' ~~7tf;"~dJl/r:vte. hook M~~ 
~~~: !l"JCA~. , vx 1 ~-fDh°'~8 yPLat. ~J !'!JM 11c1f 
lJ.UC CLJNS IRUt:lllJ: 
cw:nr r10N: --------
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