
Corriganville Schoolhouse 
AL-V-B-139 
Old Mount Savage Road, Corriganville 
1870's 

Many schoolhouses in western Allegany County were built on land 
owned by mining companies. In most cases the companies donated the 
use of the land and later conveyed it to the Board of County School 
Commissioners or its sucessor the Board of Education. This is 
the case of the Corriganville Schoolhouse which was built during 
the 1870's on land owned by the Union Mining Company of Allegany 
County but was not owned by the county until 1913. The two room 
schoolhouse had separate classrooms for boys and girls which were 
heated by pot bellied stoves. Grades one through six were taught 
here. The frame building with a gabled roof had gabled vestibules 
entrances on either end. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Corriganville Schoolhouse is located on the southern side of the 
Old Mount Savage Road in Corriganville. 

The building is a one story, one bay wide rectangular frame 
structure with clapboard siding. Gabled vestibules are on the 
east and west. The high foundation is of random ashlar stone with 
a plain water table. The gable front roof is covered with asphalt 
shingles. Eaves consist of rafter ends and a frieze. An original 
brick chimney is located inside end. 

The main entrance, originally on the eastern vestibule has been 
removed as has one on the west. Entrances are now located on the 
northen flank. Original windows are pegged wide, six over six lights 
with shutter hinges and wooden slipsills. Other windows are four 
over one and two over two lights. A shed roofed addition on the southern 
flank rests on a stone foundation. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Corriganville Schoolhouse was built during Allegany County's 
initial school building program of the 1870 1 s. Like many other 
schoolhouses in the county's mining area it was erected on land 
owned by a mining company. (1) Mention of the school is made 
in a 1913 deed by which the Union Mining Company of Allegany 
County conveyed the property to the Board of Education.(2) 
Inclusion of the school in Scharfs 1881 list of county school 
confirms its existence at that time.(3) 

The two room schoolhouse had separate classrooms for boys 
and girls which were heated by pot bellied stoves. Grades 
one through six were taught at this school;students attended 
high school in Cumberland. (4) The schoolhouse was converted 
into a residence when a larger brick schoolhouse was built 
in the early 1920's. (5) 

The frame building with clapboard siding has entrances in 
gabled vestibules on either end. It is a simple functional 
building with eaves consisting of rafter ends and a frieze. 
Many original pegged six over six light windows remain. It 
stands as a reminder of the progress od education in Allegany 
County during the nineteenth century. 

(1) 

g~ 
(4) 
(5) 

Allegany County Land Records, Liber 123, Folio 638 and Katherine A. 
Harvey, Best Dressed Miners: Life and Labor in the Maryland Coal Region, 
1835-1910 (Ithaca: Cornell University Press) p.110 
Allegany County Land Records, Liber 123, Folio 638 
John T. Scharf, Historl of Western Maryland (Phialdephia: L.H. Everts 
Company) p.1356 Vol. I 
Interview with Mr. Leo P. Ford, former student, LaVale, Md. 7-27-79 
Unpublished document, Allegany County Board of Education and Allegany 
County Land Records, Liber 153, Folio 315. 
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David A. Dorsey, Historic Sites Coordinator 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Allegany County Historic Sites July 23, 1979 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

3 Pershing Street 777-5944 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Cumberland Maryland 21502 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
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LOG 
OTHER: 

Bond type - common, English, Flemish. Sketch variants. 
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INTERIOR 

FlOOR PLAN: 

( ) CENTRAL HALL: 
( ) SIDE HALL: 

Two rooms, each side; double parlor, one side 
One room deep, two rooms deep 

( ) IRREGULAR 

STAIRV./AYS: 

( ) ENCLOSED: Single flight, two flights with landing 
( ) OPEN: Single flight, two flights - one landing, three 
( ) DOG-LEG 
( ) DOG-LEG with WINDERS 
( ) SPIRAL 
( ) ROUNDED 
( ) SYMMETRICAL DIVIDED FLIGHTS 
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( ) BOARD PARTITION: baseboard, cornice, chair rail, wainscot 

FIREPLACES: 

NUMBER ----LOCATION: parallel to walls, diagonal 
MANTELS: wood mouldings, pilasters, columns, masonary, marble 

DOORS: paneled, board and batten, flush 
HARDWARE: original; replaced 

DOOR & WINDOW TRIM: 

( ) PLAIN 
( ) ARCH! TRAVE 
( ) SYMMETRIC with CORNER BLOCKS 
( ) FLUTED 
( ) FLUTED with CORNER BLOCKS 
( ) ARCHED OPENINGS: eliptical, tudor 

NOTES: 

flights - two landings 
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