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The O'Toole Farm 
Mount Savage 
Private 

ca. 1900 

The O'Toole farmhouse is typical of rural housing built around 
the turn of the century in Allegany County. The "L" shaped frame 
building is two stories tall, three bays wide and one bay deep. A 
barn on the property is of mortise and extended tenon construction 
with vertical planks covering the walls. 

This farmhouse was built shortly after Charles O'Toole 
purchased the property in 1898. During the latter half of the 19th 
century the property was part of John S. Combs' "Mount Savage Farm." 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The O'-roole Farmhouse is located near Mile Lane north of Mount Savage. 
The "L" shaped dwelling is two stories tall and three bays wide on the 
southern facade ground floor. Wall construction is frame covered with insul 
brick siding. The gabled roof is covered with tin with a standing seam. 
Eaves consist of aboxed cornice and soffit with returns. The building 
rests on a high rubble stone foundation. 

Porches include a hip roofed porch with square posts on the facade 
and a shed roofed porch with turned posts on the eastern elevation. Most 
windows of the house are 1/1 sashes. There are 2/2 sashes on the facade 
ground floor. The main entrance in the center of the facade includes a 
one light transom and a modern door. Two brick chimneys located on the 
interior of the house have corbeled caps. 

A barn to the southeast of the farmhouse is frame with mortise and extended 
tenon construction. Walls are covered with horizontal plank siding on the 
ground level and of vertical planks on the upper level. The gabled roof 
is covered with corrugated metal. Chevron-shaped ventilators are found 
in the peaks of the gable ends. A high rubble stone foundation is on 
the western elevation of the barn. 
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The O'Toole Frame House was built late in the nineteenth century by 
Charles O'Toole, Jr. Oral tradition indicates that the house was built by 
members of the O'T.oole family at a cost of $500.00. (interviews with Mrs. 
Alice Carney 4/2/81 and Mrs. James Weimer 9/7/81) Charles O'Toole Jr. 
acquired the property in 1898 from Mrs. Althea Combs Ruykendall the daughter 
of John Sampson Combs. Combs was the grandson of Johnathan Arnold, one of the 
original settlers of the Mount Savage area originally known as "Arnold's 
Settlement." After the death of his grandfather Combs, a resident of Lonaconing, 
purchased the interests of the other heirs of Arnold's estate. In 1898 Mrs. 
Kuykendall sold 190 acres of the "Mount Savage Farm" to Charles O'Toole and 
•ther land to the Ewald and Henckel families. (Charles Carney, History Mount 

Savage, interview with Mrs. James Weimer, Allegany County Equity Case #4353, 
and Allegany County Land Records Liber 85 Folio 67-72.) The house is typical 
of rural housing built around the turn of the century in Allegany_ County. 
The "L"-:-shaped frame building is two stories tall and three bays wide. A 
large barn on the property is of mortice and tenon construction with vertical 
planks covering the walls. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Chain of Title 

AL-V-B-221 
The O'Toole Farmhouse 

January 15, 1948 
219/3 

April 12, 1934 
170/658 

November 30, 1898 
85/67-70 

August 20, 1896 
79/478 

Grantee: Bruce House Dairy, INC 
Granter: Lawrence Henckel, et al 

Grantee: Lawrence Henckel et al 
Grahtor: Edwared J. Ryan and William A. Gunter, Trustees 
Notes: This conveyance was the result of Equity Case #12,818 

which concerned the estate of Charles O'Toole. 
The property was described as the "Charles O'Toole 
Farm". 

Grantee: Charles O'Toole, Jr. 
Granter: David F. Ku~kendall and Althea Combs Kuykendall 
Consideration: (total) $5,700.00 
Notes: Three separate deeds by which O'Toole acquired 190.57 

acres of the "Mount Savage Farm" Folio 69 mentions 
"The Old Jonathan Arnold House" 

Grantee: Althea Combs Kuykendall 
Granter: B.A. Richmond et al, Trustees 
Notes: The conveyance the result of a public sale 

stennning from Equity Case #4535. The property 
conveyed was a 600 acre tract known as "The 
Mount Savage Farm" of John S. Combs. Combs was 
an heir of his grandfather Jonathan Arnold who had 
the "Union of Tracts" patented in 1842. Combs 
gradually bought out the other heirs. 

Consideration: $5,500.00 
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