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H! SC.- J:AC.i LINE : MILESTO!TE :-ro . --- (170) 
Ellerslie , Ilaryl ... nd vicinity 
Public/private 

1766/1767 (area surveyed/ rked) 
1902 (new mo1 nt set at. udditional 

sit .. ) 

Milestone Ho . ---( 170) , on the eastern slope of. Little Uleeheny I.fountain about 

4800 feet west of tl.t.. pt•ecedine; monument , 1To . --- (169) in Ellerslie , marks an 

additional point on Mason and Dixon ' s Hest Line about 159 miles vrest of the 

northeast corner of Maryland , the beginning of their 230 . 228- mile \lest Line . It 

is a very plain dressed Cockeysville marble monument with a low pyramidal top , 

of the same design and source as 65 other new monuments set during the 1.900- 03 

Resurvey of the Uaryland- Pennsylvania boundary uest of Sideling Hill. It is in 

excellent condition , unaltered , firmly set ; measures 10 inches square by about 

l~ feet high above bround ; and is embellished only by the capital letter P on 

the north side fo.cing Pennsylvania , M on the south side facing Maryland ; and the 

year 1766 on the east side ( 1·1hen this area uas preliminarily s:.irveyed) and 1902 

on the Hest side (when this new site was established and monumented) . On the 

national and state levels , !fo . --- (170) is significant primarily as one of the 

thematic group series of some 248 markers still visually dcfinin5 the \Test Line , 

the boundary later known as the Mason- Dixon Line , famous for its his t orical impact 

and innovative survey methods . Locally , as one of 37 onuments marking the present 

Allegany/Fulton- Bedford- Somerset county boundary , it is also significant 

symbolically for its identifiable relationship to the colonial anc' Civil War 

heritage of these counties . 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Milestone .fo . - --(170) was a ne\1 monument uhen set in 1902 at an additional 

site on Ha.son and Dixon ' s o/est Linc durincr the course of the 1900- 03 Resurvey 

of the Moryland-Pennsylvania boundary . It i~ a. di·essed Cockoysville marble post 

w1.th a low pyramidal top; is in excellent condition , firmly set , una1tered; 
m. h measures 10 inches square by about l~ feet/aoevc ground; and is embellished 

only by the capital letter P on the north side i'acinB Pennsylvania , J~ on the 

south side facing Maryland , the year 1?66 on the east side (when this area was 

preliminarily surveyed) and 1902 on the west side (when this site 

uas established and monumented} . 

. remote densely £orested . Tne area here is one 01 ~~e/eustern foothill ridges of Little Allecheny 

.. ountain , uphill to the we1f~1!r/~h~efo~Rdof Ellerslie , MD/PA . The s~te is 

2) 

within Election District 20 of Allegany County , MD , and Londonder1·y Township of 

Bedford County , PA ; about 4800 feet due we~t of the preceding monument No . ---(169) 
aj . 1<on MaSPri and Dixon ' s man) • in Ellerslie , a point Aoou~ i/7 miies west 01 ~he northeast corner of Maryland , 

the beginning of f:{~~f~§e~'lfine; at the south end of a na~PRe~ffdge and about 

4o feet south of the old pi~eline (about 15 feet weot of an old north- south 

barbed \tire fence }. It cannot be seen froo any road or the pipeline , nor easily 
seems nrotected bv from close by because of the tbnsity of the 1i1oods , ana1 tnia ooscu1·l. 'ty and rer1oteness . 

The monument , identical to 65 other monuments of 1902 set west of Sideling 

Hill along the har yland- Pennsylvu.nia bounda17 , was quarried and carved in 

Cockeysville , IID , of a white , fine - grained marble called snccharoi dul dolomite 

or magnesian limestone ; WilS orie;inally cut about 10 inches square by about 4~ 

feet long , intended for setting about l~ feet above ground , with the remaining 

3 feet for setting firmly into the ground when possible . The ~etters nnd nuobers 

are blocky , V- sunk without serifs , and are horizontally aligned as a band around 

the stone near the top . These , and the top planes ana apex , are all clear and 

intact , except for minor chips at the top corners and a dark lichen-covering 

of most of the stone surfaces . 

(see 'l'heme.tic Group National Reeistcr nomination form for descriptions of the 
several kinds of new monuments set in 1902 nd the Resurvey tlethod of securinc; 
ther:l) 
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-,'-· (ni;; .. monument set) SUR'VEYOR$ 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

!.ilestcne No . ---(170) is significant on the national and sto.te levels 

primarily as one of the some 248 markers of the themut:i.c rsrot.lp ser.ies still 

visually dcfininc Ho.son and Dixon' s 1/est Line , the 230 . 228- boundary l.c:.ter 

kno>-m as the ?Io.son- Dixon Line , famous for its historic.il ic:pact and innovative 

survey methods . This part of the Linc was preliminarily surveyed in 1766, 

marked at irregular interval dth cairns and additional. uood posts the 

followine year , and the precent site on the Line established and monumented 

in l902 ui.th a new Cockeysville marble marker durint> the 1900-03 Resurvey oi 

the l~aryland-Pennsylvunia boundary . Locally , as one of 37 markers along the 

~resent Allegany/Fulton-Bedford- Somerset county boundary , No . ---(170) is 

also sibnificant for its identifiable relationship to the colonial and Civil 

War herita~o of these counties . 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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