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ABSTR4.CT 

AL-V-293 
L . ..-.so~:--nr.m.r LINE : MILESTOI~.E NO . - - - (171) 
• rellersburg , Pennsylvania vicinity 
Public/private 

1767 (ciound of -;tones , now une:?:JlOS~c'l ) 
1902 ( onumo lt) 

Lile stone 

Allegheny 

Mason and 

l)o . --- ( 171) and its mound of stones on the eastern ,o e of Little 
f r om the northeast corn{ ~ o"" ~!~.rylond 

llountain close to the summit , i~ri: a point near the 160- mile mark/on 

Dixon ' s 1768 map showing t heir 230 . 228- mile \lest Line . The monument is 

n dressed cuenesian limestone post with _ lo .. pyramidal top , quarried and carved 

in Cockeysville , I.ID , of the same desien and source as 65 other new ~ontll!lents set 

durine the 1900-03 Resurvey of the Maryland- Pennsylvania boundary west or Sideling 

Hill. It is in excellent condition , unaltered , firmly set ; measures about 10){.. 

inches square by about 6 inches hie;h above e;round ; and is embellished only by the 

capital letter P on ~· orth side facing Pennsylvania , :i on the south side facing 

r~aryland , the year 17S6 on the east side ( Hhen this area was preliminarily surveyed) 

and 1902 on the west side ( .'1'1en tt~t~et1H~10~\l~~fi.t ?1ist~i1j)~un4he mound wao desc ribed 

by the Resurvey (HGS Vol.VII, 1908 , p . 96 ) as "a ornall mound of stones11 • • • 11 found 

to agree ui tll the .:ork oi ?1ason and Dixon 11 but tta.s not mentioned in the report 

of the 1950 field inspection of the Uaryland- Pennsylvania boundary markers , and 

\ms a sifu1h2i~/~~~R r8ifRa in 1984 as part of a followup of the 1979- 82 field 

inspection of0~fi~J~est Line boundary markers . On the national and state levels , 

N (171) · th ·th t th nd · ;si~nificant f th th t " o . - -- , wi or ui ou e n:ou is pr~mari.i.y as one o e ema ic group 

series of some 248 markers still visunlly defining the \Test Line , the boundary 

later known as the Mason- Dixon Line , famous for its historical iopact and in.ov,tivc 

survey l!lcthods . Locall~ , as one of 37 monuments marJr...inz the present Allegany/ 

Fultonr Bedford- Somerset county boundary , it is also significant symbolically for 

its identifiable relationship to the colonial and Civil ~ar heritage of these 

counties , as well as servin..; to mark the southern corner of Bedford/Somerset 

counties . 



Survey No . -si;::::11 ill! 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Magi lfo . 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME BOUNDARY Mf\RKERS ALONG THE MASON- DIXON LINE: (THEMATIC GROUP) 

HISTORIC (Ila.son and Dixon ' s) JEST LI:NE 

ANO/OR COMMON 

..... sc:;-:ii::c.: LINE : t-ll:Lii:STOTIB NO . --- (1900- 03 Reaurvey honument No . 171) 

IJLOCATION (not for publication) 
STREET• NUM BER off the southeast side of T- 766 , on east slope of Little Allegheny 

Mountain 
CITY. TOWN Wellersburg 

STATE 
P.a ... 1.,/lvania 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
-DISTRICT 

_ BUILOING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

OWNERSHIP 

~PUB UC 

_PRIVATE 

- BOTH 

x 
_ VICINITY OF 

STATUS :{/A 
- OCCUPIED 

- UNOCCUPIED 

_ WORK IN PROGRESS 

_ SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
X OBJECT __IN PROCESS 

_ BEING CONSIDERED 

x._ YES RESTRICTED 

_ YES UNRESTRICTED 

_ NO 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

:.:) : 6 I .t' .. : J/12 
COUNTY l:ledford-

• ..J : .-.. llegany I PA ;Sorr:p tR"'t 

PRESENT USE 
-AGRICULTURE 

_ COMM ERCIAL 

-EDUCATIONAL 

-ENTERTAINMENT 

_ GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_ MUSEUM 

- PARK 

_ PAIVA TE RESIDENCE 

_ RELIGIOUS 

_ M ILITARY 

_ SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPOflTAT\ON 
X..Ot:HER ~ t U t. e 

bo·:t:1ro:rv mg,rker 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY (monument and mound only ; see Thematic Group NR 
noi.:in tio:: i\·ri:; , :; ..:. surroa:-idin6 property ow1lershi:- l:!..-t) 
NAME 

.::>t ~c of Maryland/Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Telephone i : 
STREET Ill NUM BER 

CITY TOWN STATE I z i p cod e 
_ VICINITY OF 

ll~OC_~!.10~ .0~ LEG~~ DESCRI?~<;)N (see The£it~~ u{~up NR. nomination form 
.r . ..i. ., ,_ 1" , ......... c.. pre.·~. -Y ownership _, .t) . 

couRTHou s E. Fol io #: 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC 

STREET• NUMBER 

CITY TOWN STATE 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS (cso see ThematictGrouc 1-ra) nooina. 1 on l orru 
TITLE 

Allegany County Historic Sites Inventory 

DATE 

... L--JB- 282 entered 6/2/81 _FEDERAL X_sTATE _ couNTY . _ LOCAL 

OEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS !!aryland Historical TruGt 
~~~~=-~~~~---"~~~~~~..;...:;.;.;..._;...__.;;_~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CITY. TOWN liT.ATE 
Annapolis Maryland 2l.4ol 



B DESCRIPTION Survey No . 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

X_EXCELLENT( vX'.l.l tI •t ) -DETERIORATED JLUNALTERED( ... numen t ) X ORIGINAL SITE ( ound) 
_GOOD 

_FAIR 

_ RUINS :uLTERED ( 011nd) _MOVED DAT~---
X _ uNEXPOSED ( L ounti) x ( o ! .... e. ded 19 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Milestone i.o . ---(171) was/new monumont/wiie~';.~~c..ed to a small mound o.: stones 

believed an original Jason and DiY.Oll mound by the 1900- 03 'Resurvey when uorl inJ 

in this • ar~ of the I!aryland- PennsylYania bou~dary . It is a dressed Coclceysville 

m rble post \r.Lth a lou pyra1idal top ; is in excellent condition, firuly set , 

unaltered ; measures about 10)4 incheu s quare by about 6 inches high above ._.roundi 

and is embellished only by tl.c capital l etter P on the north side f.:1.cin
0 

Penneylv .nia , H on the south side facin ... i. rylaud 1 the year 1?66 on the eust nide 

( uhen thi3 nrea 11as reliminari ly surveyed) , ... nd 1902 on the west side (when 

the monument wc.s set) • The raound , ?10T ~ioted on ... son und Dixon ' si1~~¥uaf cair ns 

(A . H. M~son ' s trenscription , 1969 , P • 193) but believed by the Resurvey to be 
· · l d • l?6? · 1now1 a o;iinkhole and an orig-J.na moun ot , is no onger e:rposea . 

The area here is the rou._.hest of ull encountei·ed along the est Line : the 

ste~~J'kfie~i\65firRb~taofie8fc~~rt~~n~1tft§heny Lg~gi~~ile , hu..,e boulders ~nd rock 

outcroppings , a.nd only l950 feet ea:st of the next monument/mound \rest on the 

summit , l!o . --- (172) . ~he site is rithin Election Di .... trict 20 of • lleca.ny Coun 

!ID , and murks the southern corner of Londonderry Township of Bedford County where 

/tR~YnJ~tntownship/e~~t~ogg~thampton o:f Somerset County . It is about 2 miles 

due eaGt of the southern end of the sreall vill ge of .lellersburLJ\ about 4200 feet 
' 

west of the preceding monument No . --- ( 170) ; at a point about L~9 feet east

northeast of the spoil pile and about 25 feet south of the old pipeline , about 

600 feet southeast of the Detrick/i~~~ht fnrmtii8hs~~ref o~e~~r~tgi~R~Y~'; 6i~7i~ind , 
. · 11 t - d . l" itd/will bel · r f dp.crain b 1mposs1) e o see 1rom any roa or pipe 1ne , an a mirac e J.. oun 1wuen near y ; 

. ..,..nd 1uour.te.insitle wash . 
so is greatly endangered by nee;..1.ec t ana m.l.I soon vafilsh into oblivion unless 
oi'fici::.lly id.erl.tif; erl .Tith a. 11ui tncss post 11 and pro tee tcd. 

The momunent , identical to 65 other monuments of 1902 set west of Sideline; 
Hill alonz the I1aryland- Pennsylvania boundary , uas quarried and carved in 
Cockeysville , MD , of a white , fine - e r ained mnr bl e called succharoidal dolomite 
or magnesian limestone ; \las originally cut about 10 i nches square by about 4;~ 
feet long , intended for aettin0 about l~ feet above ground , ~Tith the rcnaining 
3 feet for setting firmly into the eround or mound . The letters and numbers are 
blocky , V- sun.tc with out serifs , and are horizontally aligned as o. band around the 
stone near the top . By scratching the soil away enour;h to see the letters trnd 
numbers : they appeared clear ana intact , as did the top planes and apex , with 
only very cir.or chi~s at the top corners . 

(set: 'Ti..:mat.ic Grou~ .· t.:.." ... C1 • ..i.. -i;ister -1~u.i tiu 1 form for full doscr.:..ptions of 
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY the several kinds of neH monuments 

set ;,;,.n 130..., .,.. • t ,.3 .cSi.' r"v.,::''J met lOd u! ~e..::i r; _.., i,,hem) 



ftL-V-~3> 
II SIGNIFICANCE Survey No . •F ·a Sc 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

'f""' .PREHISTORIC --ARCHEULOliY·PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANO SCAPE ARCHITECTURE -RELIGION 

- 1400· 1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW -SCIENCE 

-1500· 1599 --AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

-1800-1 699 

l...1700-1799 

x._ 1800 1899 

X..1900. 

-ARCHITECTURE 

-ART 

_COMMERCE 

-COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 1767 (mound)? 
~ ·-- ('·( ( ')] l,,..CJip t l 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

-EDUCATION _ MILITARY -SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

-ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

~EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _ PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_INDUSTRY Jl.POLITICS1GOVERNMENT .X0THER !SPECI FY! 

_I NVENTION boundar y surveying 

8u1t0&R.tAAQM-ll~ Charles Mason and Jeremiah Dixo!'l 
st:;rr;:0RS 

.unoxnosed I1ilestone No . ---(171) and :L'to/taouna a.re significant on the national ond 

state levels primarily as aoong the thematic crroup series of some 248 markers 

still visual:y defining Mason and Dixon' s \Test Line , the 230 . 228- mle boundary 

later knovm as the lla.son-Di~ton Linc , famous for its historical impact nnd 

innovative survey nethodG . Thio part of the Line uas preliminarily surveyed 

in 1766 , believed/~°8t1~~§e,.J:'iliu&v~~lr1~0a~a¥Rigegf te the followinl) year , and 

monumented in 1902 with a new Cockeysville m~rble marker during the 1900- 03 

Resurvey of the l!a.ryland- Pennsylvania boundary . Loca1l.y , an a oncr the 37 
markers along the present A~legany/Fulton-Bcdford-Somerset county boundary , 

No . ---( 171) / ndaJ\tcP rB.0JH14i~1t0VfJi. a~q_ecfl>nA.rftable rel tionship to the 

colonial and Civil \lur hcritai;e of these counties , a. ... well as servine; 

to mark the southern corn~~nfl¥Ji;Xfta~ftd~rry Tounship- Bedford County/Southampton 

To\mship-Somerset County 

HISTORY k?ID SUPPORT (see Thematic Group National Rezicter nominution form) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

f\L-V-~ 
Survey .fo . :;z : '. ;el. 

(see :.L'hcmatic Group National Reeistcr nomination form) 

CONTlNUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET If NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY l. Q than one acre 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION z;;_~ 

LIST ALL STATES ANO COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE I.uryland COUNTY Allegany 

STATE 
Pennsylvania 

COUNTY 
~edford/Somerset 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

A:...:.c"! 1. rt..: .. 1 (volunteer , Ma.son and Dixo~ ' s ,/est Line botl!l~arJ ~a.rker surveyor) 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

?· .. - ,, ··- .istorical Trust and Iforyland Geoloe;icaJ. Survey 1+/7 /84 ( :d to surveyed) 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPH0"4E 

1430° .oi~1t .venue (.,..,Jl) 4'?)- 2128 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

. ryl. nd 21131 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights . 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw Bouse , 21 State Circle 
Annapolis , Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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